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PART SECOND. 
chap, xcvrn. 

Mow Skr Palomide* bp adventure met with King 
Marke Jiping , and how he overthrew Sir Dago 
net, and other Knightt . 

tp king Marke rode, by fortune, by a well In 
that way, where stood a knight-errant on horseback, 
armed at all points, with a great spear in his hand ; 
and when he saw king Marke come flying, he said, 
M Knight, return again for shame; and stand with 
me, and I shall be thy warrant ."— ( " A fair knight, 1 * 
said king Marke, “ let me pass by thee; for yonder 
someth after me the best knight of the world, with 
(he blade bended shield.”—-" He, for shame," said 
the knight* “ he is none of the worthy knights: and 
it were sir Launcelot, or sir Tristram, I should not 
doubt to meet the better of them both." When king 
Marke heard him say so, be tamed his horse and 
abode by him. And then that strong knight bear a 
•pear against sir Dagonct, and smote him so fore, that 
he bear him oyer his horse's tail, and near hand had 
broken his neck. And anon after him came sir Bran- 
diles, and when be saw sir Da^onet haye that fall, he 
was passing wroth, and cried, “ Keep thee l" And so 
they hurtled together wondrous sore. But the knight 
VOL. II. B 
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smote sir Brandiles so sore, that he went to the earthy 
horse and man. Sir Ewaine came after, and saw all 
this: “ Jesn,” said he, “ yonder is a strong knight l" 
And then they fentred their spears, and this knight 
came so eagerly, ’ that he smote down sir Ewaine 
alone. Then came Oxana, with the hardy heart, and 
he was smitten down. “ Now,” said sir Griflet, “ by 
my counsel let ns send onto yonder knight-errant, 
and wit whether he be of king’s Arthur’s court; for 
I deem it is sir Lamoracke de Galis.” So they sent 
unto him, and prayed the strange knight to tell his 
name, and whether he were of king’s Arthur’s court 
or not. “ As for my name they shall not wit; but 
tell them that I am a knight-errant, as they are; and 
let them wit that I am no knight of king's Arthur’s 
court.” And so the squire rode again to them, and 
rehearsed unto them his answer. “ By my head,” 
said sir Agrawaine, “ he is one of the strongest 
knights that ever I saw; for he hath overthrown 
three, noble knights, and needs we must encounter 
with him, for shame.” So air Agrawaine fentred his 
spear, and that other was ready, and smoty^him 
down over his horse’s tail, to the earth. And \o the, 
same wise he smote sir Ewaine les Avoutrei apd air 
Griflet. Then had he served them, all, but only sir 
Dinadan, for he was behind the other company; and 
sir Merdred, for he was unarmed* So when this wan 
done, the strong knight rode on his way a soft pace. 
And always king Marke rode after him, praising him 
much. But he would answer no words,, but sighed 
wondrous sore, hanging down his head' toward the 
ground, taking no heed to the words that king Marke 
said. Thus they rode well a three mile English, and 
then this knight called to him a page, and said to him, 
“ Ride lightly unto yonder manor, that standetfc m 
fair, and recommend me onto the lady of that manor; 
and pray her for to send me some refreshing .of gpod 
meats and drinks; and if she ask thee what knight 
that I am, tell her that I am the kni^t that fpljow* 

< th the glatisant beast; that is to say, in EngUlb* the 
questing beast” For what beast there soever he want. 
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k quested in the betty with mck % aofc<% at U that it 
had been about a thirty couple of bounds. And then 
the page went, as he was bidden, an^ came to the 
manor, and sainted the lady, and he told her from 
whence he came. And when she understood that he 
came from the knight which followed the questing 
beast, “ O sweet Jesu 1” said she, u when shall I see 
the noble knight, my dear son, sir Palonfldea. Alast 
will he not abide with me." And therewith she 
wept, and swooned, and made pairing great dole; 
and dies, an soon as she might, she gave the varlet 
all that he asked. And then the varlet returned onto 
sir Palonades, for he was a varlet of king Marke ; 
and, as soon as he came, he told that the knight's 
name was sir Palomides.« " I am well pleased,” said 
kmg Marke; “ bat hold thee still, and say nothing.” 
Then they alighted, and let down, and reposed them 
awhile; and anon therewith king Marke fell on sleep. 
When rir Palomides saw him sound on sleep, he 
took his horse, and rode his away, and said to (hem, 
“ I will not he in the company of a sleeping knight j” 
and so he rode forth a great pa$e. 


CHAP. XCPL. 

Sow King Marke and Sir Dinadan heard Sir 
Palomides making great sorrow and mourning 
for la beale Isonde. 

NOW return we onto sir ^Dinadan, that found 
these seven knights passing heavy; and when he 
wist how'they had sped, he was as heavy as they. 
“ My loq), sir Ewaine,” said sir Dinadan, “ I dare 
lay myjhead it is sir Lamoracke de Galis; I promise 
yon all that 1 shall find him, and he may be found in 
this country.” And so air Dinadan rode after this 
knight; and so did king Marke, that sought him 
through the forest. So as king Marke rode after sir 
Falomhta, he- heard a noise, of a man that made 
great dole: then king Marke rode as nigh that noise 
u he might, and as be durst. Then was he ware of a 


Digitized by GoOgle 


A 



4 KING ARTHUR, AND HIS 

knight that was descended off his horse, and had pat 
off his helm; and there he made a piteous complaint,• 
and a dolorous of love. 

Now leave we of that, and talk we of Sir Dlnadan, 
which rode to seek sir Palomides, and as he came 
within a forest, he met with a knight that chased a 
deer. “ Sir,” said sir Dinadan, “ have ye not met 
with a knight that had a shield of silver, and* lions 
heads therein.”—“ Yea, fair knight,” said the other, 
** with such a knight met I but awhile ago; and 
Straight yonder way he went.”—“ 8ir, I thank you,” 
said sir Diftadan; “for, might I find the trace of his 
horse, I should not fail to find that knight.” Right 
so, as sir Dinadan rode late in an evening, he heard 
a doleful noise, as it were a man; then sir Dinadan 
rode toward that noise, and, when he came nigh 
unto that noise, he alighted from his horse, and went 
near him on foot. Then sir Dinadan was ware of a 
knight that stood under a tree, and his horse tied by* 
him, and the helm of his head; and always that 
knight made a doleful complaint as ever made knight, 
and always he made his complaint of la beale Isongle, 
the queen of Cornwall: and said, “ Ah I fair lady, 
why love I thee; for thou art the fairest lady of all 
other ladies, and yet shewed you never love to me, 
nor bounty. And yet must I love you; and I may. 
not blame you, fair lady; for mine eyes been cause" 
of this sorrow; and yet to love 1 am but a fool, for 
the best knight of the world loveth you, and him 
ye love again, that is sir Tristram de Lyons. And 
the falsest king, and knight, is your husband, and the 
most coward and full of treason, is your lord, king 
Marke. Alas! that ever so fair a lady, and pearless 
of any other, should be matched with the mod vil. 
Iainotis king and knight of the world.” AH this lau. 
guage heard king Marke, what sir Palomides' said 
by him; wherefore he was a dread, when he saw sir 
Dinadan list, and he espied him, that he would tell 
sir. Palomides that it was king Marke; and therefore 
he withdrew him, and took his horse, and rode to 
hts men, where as he had commanded then) for to 
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abide. And ao be rode aa fe* aa be might to Cam* 
lot, and the same day he found there dr Amut^tke 
knight, there ready, that before king Arthur bad ap¬ 
pealed him of treason. And ao lightly, king Arthur 
commanded them to do battle together; and, by mfc> 
adventnre, king Marke smote air Amant through the 
body, and yet was sir Amant in the rigbtwise qnarreL 
Add right, so he took his horse, and departed 
from the court, for dread of sir Dinadan, that he 
would tell sir Tristram and sir Palomides what he 
was. Then were there maidens, which la beale Isonde 
had sent to nr Tristain, that knew sir Amant well. 


CHAP. C. 

How King Marke had slain Sir Amant wrong- 
' fully before King Arthur; and how Sir 
, JLauncelot fetched King Marke to King Ar- 
, thur . 

THEN, by the licence of king Arthur, they went 
unto him, and spake with him. For while the 
truncheon of the spear stuck within his body, be 
spake. ** Ah I fair damsels,” said he, “ recommend 
me onto la beale Isonde, and tell her that I am slain 
for the love of her and of sir Tristram.” And there he 
told the damsels bow cowardly king Marke had slain 
him and sir Be* loses, his fellow; and for that deed 
I appealed him for treason; and here I am slain in a 
righteous quarref ; and all was because sir Berluses 
and I would not consent, by treason, to slay that 
noble knight, sir Tristram. Then the two maidens 
cried aloud, that all the court might hear it, and 
said, “ Oh, sweet Lord Jesu, which knowelh all 
things, hid and unknown, why sufierest thou so 
false a traitor to vanquish and slay a true knight, that 
fought in a righteous quarrel.” Then anon sprang 
unto the king and the queen, and unto lords and la¬ 
dies, that it was king Marke that had slain sir Amant 
and sir Berluses aforehand, wherefore they did their 
battik. Then was king Arthur wroth out of measure. 
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and so were all the other kn^hts. But when afr 
Tristram knew all the matter, be made great dote oat 
of measure, and wept far sorrow, for the mblo 
knights, air Berktses and air Ament. When dr 
Lanncelot -espied that sir Triatram wept, be went 
hastily onto king Aitimr, and said, “ Sir, I pray yoa 
give me leave to tetani again yonder king an* 
knight, king Marke, onto your presence again .”—*• I 
reqirireyou,” said king Arthnr, “ fetch him again to 
me ?- but I would not that ye Aew him, for my wor¬ 
ship.” Then sir Lanncelot armed him in nil the 
haste, and mounted upon-* great hone, and took -a 
spear in his hand, and rode after king Marke* And 
from thence, a three mile English, sir Lanncelot 
overtook him, and bid him tarn, recreant king and 
knight. And, whether thou wilt or not, thon shalt 
go with me to king Arthur's court. King Marke re¬ 
turned , and looked upon sir Lanncelot, and said: 
“ Fair sir, what is your name?”—“ Wit thon well,** 
said he, “ my name is sir Launcelot du Lake; and 
therefore defend thee.” And so, when king Marke 
wist that it was the noble knight sir Lanncelot, that 
came so fast upon him with a spear, he cried then 
aloud, and said, “ I yield me onto thee, honourable 
knight, sir Lanncelot.” But sir Lanncelot would hot 
hear him, but came fast upon him. King Martre 
saw that, and made his defence, but tumbled down 
out of his saddle to the earth, as a sack; and them 
he lay still, and cried, i* Sir Lanncelot, mercy!”— 
u Arise, recreant ladght and king,” said sir Launoe- 
lot. ** I will not fight,” saM the king; “ bnf whither 
ye will, I wHl go with you.”—“Alas! alas!” said 
sir Lanncelot, u that I may not give thee one buffet; 
for the love of sir Tristram and of la beule Isoudc; 
and for the two knights that thou hast slain traitor* 
ously.” And sO be mounted upon his horse, and 
brought him unto king Arthur’s court; and there 
king Marke alighted in the same place, mid threw Ws 
betas from Ms head upon the earth, and his sword; 
and foil flat unto the earth, before king Arthur*! fiset} 
bud put him in Ms grace and mercy. “ So God me 
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said Idng Art bar; " ye are 'welcome lu a 
maimer, and In a maim e r ye are not welcome. Jn 
Om manner ye are welcome, that ye come hither 
mangre yoor head, as I suppose.”—* That is truth,” 
said king Marke; “ or else bad I not been here. For 
my lord, sir Launcelot, brought me hit her by his 
force; and to him I am hoi den as recreant.”— 
“Well,” said king Arthur, “ye understand ye ought 
to do me service, homage, and fealt, and never ye 
would do me none, bat ever ye have bean against 
me, and a destroyer of my knights; now, how will 
ye acquit yon .”—“ Sir,” said king Marke, M right as 
your highness will require me, to my power I will 
make a large amends.” For he was a fair speaker, 
and a false dissembler. Then, for great pleasure of 
sir Tristram, to make them 'two accorded, the king 
withheld king Marke, as at that time, and made a 
broken love day between them. 


CHAP. a. • 

Horn Sir Dinadan told Sir Palomides of the bat¬ 
tle between Sir Launcelot and Sir Tristram . 

NOW tarn we again unto sir Palomides, how sir 
Dinadan comforted him in all that ever he might, 
from his great sorrow. “ What knight be ye,” said 
sir Palomides.”—“ Sir, I am a knight-errant as ye 
are, that hath sought you long by your shield.”— 
** Here is my shield,” said sir Palomides; wit ye 
Well, and if ye will ought therewith, I shall defend 
it Nay, sir Dinadan, I will not have to do with 
yon bat in good manner; and if that ye will, ye 
shall find me soon ready.”—“ Sir,” said sir Dinadan, 
“ whitherward are ye riding this way .”— H By my 
head,” said sir Palomides, “ I wot not, but as for¬ 
tune leadeth me; heard ye or saw ye not of air 
Tristram.”—" So God me help, of sir Tristram I 
both heard and saw, and not, for then we loved not 
inwardly together; yet, at my mischief, sir TrUtratrt 
rescued me from my death. And yet or and I de- 
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parted, by both oar assents we assigned a day that 
we should have met at the stony grave that Merlin 
set by Camelot, and there to have done battle to¬ 
gether; howbeil I was letted,” said sir Palomidea, 
that I coaid not hold my day, the which grieved 
me sore; bat I have a large excuse, for I was pri¬ 
soner with a lord, and many other more; and that 
shall sir Tristram right well understand, that I break 
it not for fear or cowardice.” And then sir Fakv- 
mides told sir Diuadan the day that they should have 
met together. “ So God me help,” said sir Dinadan, 
“ that same day met sir Launceiot and sir Tristram 
at the same grave of stone, and there was the moat 
mightiest battle that ever was seen in this land be¬ 
tween two knights; for they fought more than four 
hours, and there they bled both so much blood, that 
all men marvelled that ever they might endure it; and 
so, at the last, by both their assents, they were made 
. friends, and sworn brethren for ever ; and no man 
can judge the better knight. And now is sir Trte- 
ti am made a knight of the round table, and he sitteth 
in the seat of the noble knight, sir Marhaus.”—** By 
my head,” said sir Palomides, “ sir Tristram is for 
bigger than sir Launceiot, and foe hardier knight."— 
“ Have ye assayed them both,” said sir Dinadan.”— 
“ I have seen sir Tristram fight,” said sir Palomides; 
“ but never sir Launceiot, to my witting. But at the 
^Fountain, where sir Launceiot lay and dept, there, 
with one spear, he smote down sir Tristram, and also 
sir Palomides; but at that time they knew not the 
one the other.”—** Fair knight,” said sir Dinadan, 
“ as for dr Launceiot and sir Tristram, let them be, 
for the worst of them will not be lightly matched of 
no knight that I know living.”—** No l” said sir Pa- 
lomides; God defend, but and I bad a quarrel to 
foe better of them both; I would, with as good a 
will, fight with them as with you .”—“ Sir,'* said sir 
Dinadan, ** I require yon tell me your name; and 
la good faith I shall hold you company till that w« 
come to Camelot, and there ye shall have great wor¬ 
ship, at foe great and noble tournament; for there 
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ibU be quaen'Dpenever end labeale Isonde, of Corn* 
waiL*—“ Wit ye well, dr knight * said sir Paloraides, 
* foe the love of la be&le Isonde I vf£D be there, or 
eke not; hat I shall not have to.do In king Ar* 
thart conrt.’W* Sir,” said air Dinadan, " 1 shall 
ride with you, and do yon service, so that ye wiH 
tefl me yoor name .”— ft Sir knight, ye shall under¬ 
hand that my name is sir Palomides, brother onto fir 
Safin, the good knight, and sir Segwarides; and be 
Saracens born, both of father and mother.*’—'* Sir,’* 
midair Dinadan, “ I thank yon heartily for the teUr 
mg of yon* name : for I am glad that I know your, 
■•me, and what ye be: and here I promise you, by 
tbofidth that 1 owe to God, ye shall not be hurt by 
me by my will, but much more rather advanced unto, 
peat honour and worship; and thereto will I help 
yam with all my power I promise you, doubt ye not: 
and certainly, upon my life, 1 will win great wop 
drip in the court of king Arthur, and be right wcl- 
«■«." So then they dressed on their helms, and 
pot on their shields’, and mounted upon their horses^ 
ood took the broad way toward Camelot; and then 
vere they ware of a castle that was fair and rich, 
and also passing strong, as any that was within this 
teakok • 


CHAP. CIL 

Bbw Sir Lamer acftrjousUAnieh diver* KrighH 
tf the Castle, wherein woe Morgan le Fay* 

“ SIR Palomides,” Raid sir Dinadan, “ here is a 
castle that I well know, and therein dweileth queen 
Morgan k Fay, king Arthur’s sister ; and king Ar- 
thar gave her this castle, the which he hath repented 
him sithence a thousand times: for sithence king Ar¬ 
thur and she have been at debate and strife. But this 
castle could he never get nor win of her by no man¬ 
ner of engine, and ever as she might she made war 
on king Arthur; and all dangerous knights she with- 
hotfeth with her for to destroy all those knights that 
Ba 
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•king Arthur lovetli; and there shall no knightpasS 
this way but he must joust with one knight, or with 
two, or three. And if it happen that king Arthur’s 
knight be beaten, he shall lose his horse and his har¬ 
ness, and all that he hath, and hard if he escape that.” 
" This to a shameful custom,? said sir Palomides, “ and 
a villainous usance for a queen to use; and, namely, 
to make such war upon her own brother, which to 
called the flower of chivalry, that is Christian or 
heathen; and, with all my heart, X would destroy 
that shameful custom. And I will that all the world 
know it, that die shall have no service of me ; and, 
if that she send out any knights, as 1 suppose she will, 
for to joust, they shall have both their hands full.”— 
** And I shall not fail you,” said sir Dinadan, " unto 
my puissance upon my life.” So as they sate on horse¬ 
back before the castle, there came a knight riding 
with a red shield, and two ’squires afore him; and 
then he came straight unto sir Palomides, the good 
knight, and said unto him, “ Fair and gentle knight*' 
errant, I require thee he shall be prisoner. So God 
me help, for the love thou owest unto the true order 
of knighthood, that thou wilt not have to do here with 
these men of this castle (this was sir Lamoracke de 
Gal is that said thus): for I came hitherto to seek this 
deed, and it is my request; and, therefore, I beseech 
thee, knight, let me deal with it; and, if I be beaten, 
revenge me.”—“ In the name of God,” said sir Palo- 
■tides, M let see how ye will speed, and we shall be. 
hold your deeds.” Then anon there came forth a* 
knight of the castle, and be proferred to joust with 
the knight with the red shield. And anon they en¬ 
countered together; and he with the red shield smote' 
him so hard, that he bare him over unto the earth. 
Therewith anon came another knight of die castle, 
and be was smitten so sore that he avoided his sad¬ 
dle: and forthwith came the third knight, and the 
knight with the red shield smote him unto the ground. 
Then came sir Palomides, and besought him that he 
,might help him to joust. “ Fair knight,” said he 
nto Urn, “ suffer me as at this time to have my wiH; 
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for and they were twenty knight*, I shall not doubt 
them.'* And upon the walls of the castle there were 
many lords and ladies, which cried and said, “ Well 
have ye jousted, ye knight with the red shield.” But 
as soon as the knight had smitten them down, his 
’squires took their horses, and avoided the saddles and 
bridles of their horses, and turned them into foe to- 
rest, and made the knights to be kept to the end of 
the jousts. Right so came out of foe castle foe fourth 
knight, and freshly proffered to joust with the knight 
with the red shield : and he was ready, and he smote 
him so hard that horse and man fell to the earth; and 
the knight's back break with the fall, and his neck 
also. “ O Jesu V* said sir Palomides, ** that yonder 
is a passing good knight, aud the best jouster that 
ever I saw.”—" By my head,” said sir Dinadan, “ he 
is as good as sir Launcelot, or sir Tristram, whatsoever 
knight he be.” 


CHAP. CI1I. 

Hose Sir Palomides would have jousted for Sir 

JLantoracke with the Knights of the Castle* 

THEN forthwith came out of the castle a knight, 
with a shield bended with black and with white; 
and anon the knight with the red shield and he enr 
countered together so hard, that be smote the knight 
of the castle through the body, and brake foe 
horse’s back. “ Fair knight,” said sir Palomides, 
** ye have overmuch in hand; therefore, I pray you, 
let me joust, for ye need have rest.”—“ Why, sir,” 
?aid the knight, “ see ye me that I am weak and 
feeble? and, sir, me seemeth ye proffer me wrong, 
and to my shame, when I do well enough: I tell yon 
pew as I told you before, for and they were twenty 
}mights I shall beat them; and, if I be beaten or 
slain, then may ye revenge me. And if yc think 
that I be weary, and that ye have an appetite ti> 
joust with me, I shall find you iousting enough.”— 
“ Sir ” said sir Palomides, “ I said it not because fo* 
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I should joust wfth yon, but me seemeth that ye hare 
overmuch in hand .”— u And, therefore, if ye were 
gentle,” said the knight with the red shield, ** ye 
should not proffer me Shame: therefore 1 require yon 
that ye will joust with me, and ye shall find that I 
aui not weary.”—“ Sith ye require me/’ said sir Pa- 
Jomides, “ take heed to yourself.” Then those two 
noble kuigbts came together as fast as their horses 
(night run; and the knight smote sir Palotnides so 
sore on the shield, that the spear went into his side, 
and made a great wound and a perilous; and there- 
with sir Palomides avoided his saddle. And that 
knight turned unto Dinadan; and, when he saw him 
coming,he cried aloud and said, “ Sir, I will have to 
do with you.” But for all that he left not, but canoe 
running straight upon him. This saying, Sir Dinadan 
put forth his spear, and all to shivered it upon the 
knight with the red shield. Bnt the knight smote sir 
Dinadan again so hard upon the shield, that bare him 
clean over his horse’s tail; but the knight would not 
suffer his ’squires to meddle with their horses, be¬ 
cause they were errant-knights. Then he dressed him 
again to the castle, and jousted with seven knights 
more; and there was none of them might withstand 
him, hut bare them to the earth. And of these twelve 
knights he slew in plain jousts four; and the eight 
knights he made them to swear on the dross of a sword, 
that (hey should never more use the evil custom of 
the castle. And when he had made them to swear 
that oath he let them pass: and ever stood the lords 
and the hulies on the castle walls, crying and saying, 
u Knight with die red shield, ye have miraculously 
well done as ever we saw knight do.” And therewith 
came a knight out of the castle unarmed, and said, 

** Knight with the red shield, overmuch damage hast 
thou done to us (his day : therefore return whither 
thou wilt, for here are no more (hat will have to do 
with thee; for we repent sore that ever thou earnest 
here; for by thee is fordone the old custom of this 
castle.” And with that word he returned again into 
thcLcasde, and locked the gates. That the knight 
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Hk Ae red dkftd toned end ceded the 
end so peat forth an Ms way, and rode a peat pace. 
And when he was peat, air Palemkfes went otto dr 
IKnadan, and aaid,«*I had never aKhadane of no 
knight that ever I met; and, th e refo re, I eat me to 
ride after him, and to be revenged wMi mgr -a men d s 
for on horseback I deem I dmli get no worship agon 
him."—** Sir Paloreides," said air Dinadan, “ye shall 
not meddle with him by my coanaei: for ye doll get 
no worship of him; and, for tMseaaw, yebave sens 
him tide day that he hath had overmuch to do, and 
hath over ranch travelled."—“ By Aladphty Jseaef*f 
said dr Palomides, “ I shall never be well at erne till 
that I have had to do withbim"—“ Sir "midair Dinar 
dan, «1 shall give yoa my beholding."—" Weil," 
odd air Palomides, " then shall ye see how wo shall 
redress nor mights." So they took their horses of 
their pages, and rode after the knight with the red 
shield; and down hi a valley, beside e fountain, they 
wore aware where he alighted to rest Mas, and had 
done oft his helm for to drink at the foantain. 


CHAP. CIT. 

Sow Sir Lamoracke jousted with Sir Polomidetg 
and how he hurt him grievously . 

THEN sir Palomides rode fhst tiU he came nigh 
Idm, and then he said, “ Knight,-remember of the 
shame ye did to me right now at the castle: there* 
fore dress thee, for I wiH have to do with thee."— 
“ Fair knight" said he unto sir Palomides, " of mo 
ye may win no worship; for ye have seen this day 
that I have travelled sore.*—" A* for that," said sir 
Palomides, : * I will not let; for wit ye weH I wiH he 
revenged."—** Well," said the knight, “ I may hap 
pen to endure yon." And therewith he mounted apon 
his horse, and took a great spear In Ms hand, and 
made Mm ready for to joust. ** Nay," said dr Fsdo* 
midda, “ I will not jonst; for, I am sure, at jondtaf 
I get no prise."*—* Fair knights," laid thattafl**# 
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t* it would beseem a knight to joust and fight on 
horseback .”— u Ye shall see what I will do,” said 
sir Palomides. And therewith he alighted down on 
foot, and dressed his shield before him, and pulled 
oat his sword. Then the knight with the red shield 
descended down from his horse, and dressed his 
shield before him, and drew oat bis sword: and then 
they came together a soft pace, and wondrously 
they lashed together passing thick, the maintenance 
of an hoar or that they breathed. Then they traced, 
and traversed, and waxed wondrous wroth, and 
'either behight other’s death. They hewed so fast 
with their swords that they cut in sunder half their 
shields and mails, that the bare flesh in some places 
stood above their harness; and, when dr Palomides 
beheld his fellow’s sword overcovered with his blood, 
it grieved him full sore. Sometimes they fcign&l, and 
sometimes they struck as wild men; but at the last 
sir Palomides waxed faint, because of the first wound 
that he had at the castle with a stroke of a spear; for 
that wound grieved him wondrous sore. “ Fair 
knight,” said sir Palomides, “ me seemetb we have 
assayed either other passing sore, and it may please 
thee I require thee of thy knighthood for to tell me 
thy name .”—" Sir,” said the knight unto sir Palo* 
*mides, “ that am I loth for to do; for thou hast done 
me wrong, and no knighthood to proffer me battle, 
considering my great travel: but and thou wilt tell 
me thy name 1 will tell thee mine.”—“ Sir,” said, be, 
M wit thou well my name is sir Palomides.”—“Ahl 
sir, ye shall understand my name is sir Lamoracke 
de Galls, son and heir unto the good knight and king, 
king Pellmor; and sir Tor, the good knight, is my 
half-brother.” When sir Palomides heard him say so, 
he kneeled down, and asked him mercy : “ For out¬ 
rageously have l done to you this day, considering 
the great deeds of arras that I have seen you do, 
shamefully and unknightly have 1 required you to do 
battle with me.”—“ Ah! sir Palomides,” said sir 
lamoracke, “ overmuch have ye done and said to 
ine/* And therewith he embraced him with both bin 
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hands, and said, M Sir Pafomides, die worthy knight 
in this land is no better than ye, nor of more prow* 
ess f and me repenteth that we hare fought together.** 
—“ So it doth me/* said sir Pa lotnkles, ** and yet f 
am sorer wounded than ye be; bat as for that no 
force, for I shall soon thereof be whole. Bat cer¬ 
tainly I would not, for the fairest castle in this land, 
bat that you and I had met; for I shall lore you the 
better all the days of my life, afore all other knights, 
except nay brother, sir Safere.”— M I except the 
same,** said sir Lamor^fke, “ of my brother, sir 
Tor.-’®’ Then came sir Dinadan, and made great Joy 
of sir Lamoracke: then their *sqnires dressed their 
shields and their harness, and staunched their wounds; 
and thereby in a priory they rested them well and 
easily all that night. % 


CHAP. CV. 

2Icw H was told Sir Launcclot that Sir Dagonet 
chased King Marke ; and how a Knight over 
threw him and six Knights . 

NOW torn we again: when sir Ewame and sir 
Brandiles, with his fellows, came onto king Arthur’s 
court, they told sir Lanncelotand sir Tristram how sir 
Dagortet chased king Marke, and how the strong knight 
hit diem down all seven with one spear. There waa 
great laughing ami sport at king Marke and sir Da¬ 
gonet : all they conkt not tell what knight it was that 
had rescued -king Marke. Then they asked king Marke 
If he knew him! and he answered and said, “ He 
nameth himself the knight that followeth the questing 
beast, and on that name he sent one of his variets unto 
a place where that his mother is; and, when she 
heard from Whence he came, sbfc made a passing great 
dale, and discovered onto my varlet his name, and 
said, * O dear sou, sir Palomides! why wilt thou not 
onee see me V and therefore,’* said king Marke, “ it 
is to understand, that bk name is sir Palomides, the 
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noble 1 might P Then were all these aevet^kn«ghto 

passsa|£glad that they knew his name. 

Now let ee tom aggdn: for on the morrow they 
took their home, both air lamoradce, sir Palomides, 
anchor Dinadan, with their ’stpives and variety till 
they saw a fair castle, which stood upon a moan tain 
WtU closed. And there they rode, and there they 
found a knight, that sight dr Gafebalt, which waa 
lord of thatcastle; and there they had good cheer, 
and wore wen at east. “ Sir Dinadan,” said sir La* 
morack* “ what will ye de 1”—“ Sir,” said air Di* 
nadan, “I will tomourow gp toward the court o# 
my lord, king Arthur."—“ By my head,” said sir. 
Daknaides, “ I will not ride these three days; for X 
am sore hart, and mach have I bleeded, and there* 
fore I will rest me awhile.”—“ Troly,” said dr La* 
moracke, “ and I will abide here with you; and 
when ye ride, then will 1 ride, unless that ye tarry 
not too long, then I will take my hone : therefore, I 
pray you, sir Dinadan, abide and ride with us.”—. 

** By my faith,” said dr Dinadan, “ 1 will not abide; 
for I have such a talent unto sir Tristram that 1 may 
not abide long from him.*—** Ah! dr Draadan," 
said dr Palomides, “ now do 1 understand that ye 
love my mortal enemy; and, therefor* bow should 
I trust your—* Well,” said dr Situdan, “ I lew 
my lord, dr Tristram, above all other, and him* will 
I serve and do honour; so shall 1 ted air Lameracbe 
in all that may lie in my power.” So on the morrow 
sir Dinadan rode unto tfaecoort of hang Arthurand 
by the way, at he be rode, he saw whore stood an 
errant Insight, and mads him reedy for to joustw 
* Not soy” said air Diaedan; “fori have no wiltfcw 
te jourt.”^* With me shell ye joust" said the knight, 

« or that ye peso Uriawuy'* Whether a s k ye joust* 
by love or by halot" The knight ans w er e d and said, 

** Wit ye well I ask it for fame* and* net far hate.*—» 

“ It may well be so,” mid sir Dmaten; “ but yo 
proffer me hard love, when ye wetyi joust with na 
with « sharp spear. But, Mr knight,” said dr Dfc- 
nadan, “ dth yewiti jewt with, me; meet with, am 
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to the coart of king Arthur, and there shall I joaat 
with you.”—“ Well,” said the knight, “ dth ye will 
pot joust with me, 1 pray you tell me yonr name.** 
—'* Sir knight,” said be, my name is sir Dinadan.”— 
14 Ah,” said the knight, “ full well I know you for a 
right good knight and a gentle; and wit you well I 
love you heartily.”—“ Then shall here be no joust 
between ns,” said sir Dinadan. So they departed, 
and that same day he came to Caroelot, where king 
Arthur lay, and there he saluted the king and the 
queen, sir Lanncelot and sir Tristram. And all the 
coart was glad of sir Dinadan, for be was gentle, 
wise, and courteous, aud a good knight; and in espe- 
rial the valiant knight sir Tristram loved sir Dinadan 
passing well, above all other knights, except sir 
Launcelot. Then the king asked sir Dinadan what 
adventures he had seen. “ Sir,” said sir Dinadan, 44 f 
have seen many adventures, and some king Marke 
knowefh, bat not all.” Then the king hearkened air 
Dinadan, how he told that sir Palomides and he were 
before the castle of Morgan le Fay, and how air 
Lamoracke took the jousts afore him, and how he 
so jousted twelve knights, and of them he slew four, 
and after he smote down sir Palomides and me both. 
M I may not believe that, (quoth king Arthur) for sir 
Palomides is a passing good knight.”—“ That is truth,” 
said sir Dinadan, “ but yet I saw him more better 
proved hand for band.” And then he told king Ar¬ 
thur all the battle, and how sir Palomides was more 
weaker and more hurt, and lost more of his blood. 
" And, without doubt,” said sir Dinadan, “ had the 
battle any longer endured, sir Palomides had there 
been slain.”—* 4 Oh Jesu,” said king Arthur, 44 this is 
tome a great marvel.”— 44 My lord,” said sir Tristram, 
44 marvel ye nothing thereof; for at mine advice their 
is not a valianter knight in all the world living, for 
I know his might. And now I will say to you, I 
was never weary of no knight; but if it were sir 
lanncelot, and there is no knight in the world, (ex¬ 
cept sir Launcelot) I would that did so well as sir 
Lamoracke. So God me help,” said king Arthur, “ I 
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would that that knight sir Loraorackecarae unto thin 
court .”—“ My lord,” said sir Dinadan, “ be will be 
here in short space, and nr Palomides also; bat JL 
fear me that sir Palomides may not yet travel.” 


chap. cvr. 

Haw King Arthur let do cry a joust , and hotv 

Sir JLmmorucke came in and overthrew Sir 

Gawaine, and many more. 

THEN within three days after that king Arthur 
made a jousting at a priory, and there made diem, 
ready many knights of the round table; for sir Ga¬ 
waine and his brother made them ready to joust, but 
air Tristram, sir Launcelot, nor sir Dinadan, would not 
joust, but suffered sir Gawaine, for die love of king 
Arthur with his brethren, for to win die degree if 
they might. Then on the morrow they apparalled 
diem to joust sir Gawaine and his four brethren, and 
did (here great deeds of arms; and dr Ector de Maris 
did marvelously well, but sir Gawaine passed all 
that fellowship. Wherefore king Arthur, and ail the 
knights, gave sir Gawaine the honour at the begin¬ 
ning : right so king Arthur was aware of a knight 
and two ’squires that came out of a forest side, with 
a shield covered with leather; and then he came 
slily and hurtled here and there, and anon with one 
spear be smote down two knights of the round table: 
then with his hurtling he lost the covering of the 
shield, then was the king and all other aware that he 
bear the red shield.—“ O Jesu,” said king Arthur, 
“ see where rideth a stout knight, he with the red 
shield and there was crying, “ Beware the knight 
with the red shield.” So within a while, he had over¬ 
thrown the three brethren of sir Gawaine, “ so God 
me help,” said king Arthur, “ me seemeth yonder is 
(he best knight that ever I saw with that, he saw 
him encounter with sir Gawaine, and he smote Mm 
down with so great force, that he made the horse to 
•void the saddle. ” Ilow now,” said the king, H sir 
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Gaiwaine hath a fall, well were me, aad I knew 
what knight he were with the red diieid.”—“ I know 
him well, said or Dinadan; * bat, as at this time, ye 
shall not know his name." 1 —" By my head,” said sir 
Tristram, he jousteth better than sir Palomides; and 
if ye list to know his name, wit yc well his name is 
sir Lamoracke de Grain." As they stood thus talking, 
Gawaine and he encountered together again; and 
there he smote dr Gawaine from his horse, and 
bruised him sorely; and in the sight of king Arthur 
he smote down twenty knights, beside sir Gawaltoe 
and his orother, and so dearly was the praise given to 
him as a knight peerless; then slily and marvdoasty 
sir Lamoracke withdrew him from all (he fellowship 
into the forest; all this espied king Arthur, for his 
eye went never from him. Then king Arthur, sir 
Laoncelot, sir Tristram, and dr Dinadan, took their 
hackneys, and rode straight after the good knight, sir 
Lamoracke de Gaiis, and there found him. Then 
said king Arthur, “ A fair knight well be ye found." 
And when be saw foe king, he pot off his helm, and 
sainted him. And when he saw sir Tristram, he 
alighted down from his h or s e, and ran unto him for 
to take 1dm by foe thighs; but sir Tristram would 
not Suffer him, hut he alighted or that he came, and 
either took other in arms, and made great joy of 
each other. The king was glad, audio likewise was 
Ml dm- fellowship of the round table, except dr 
Gawaine and his bret hr en: and when they wist that 
ft wan sir Lamoracke, they had great despite, and 
were w o n dr ous wrath with him, because he bad put 
them nnto dishonour that day. Then sir Gawaine 
called privily in council all his brethren, and nnto 
them aaid thus: ** Fair brethren, here may ye see 
whom that we hate, king Arthur lovetfa, and whom 
that we love he hateth; and wit ye well, my fair 
brethren, that this sir Lamoracke wHl never love os, 
because we dew his father king PeUhtor, for we 
deemed (hat- he slew our father king of Orkney; 
and for foe despite of king Pellinor, dr Lamoracke 
tUd ns dnrnie 4o our mother, therefore I -will he re* 


by Google 



20 KING ARTHUR, AND HIS 

venged, siv,” said sir Gawaine’s brethren, “ let m 
see how ye will or may be revenged, and ye shall 
find us ready. Weil,” said sir Gawaine, “ hold you 
still, and we shall espy our time.’’ 


CHAP. CV1I. 

How King Arthur made King Marhe to be ac¬ 
corded with Sir Tristram , and how they dc- 
, yarted to ride toward Cornwall . 

NOW pass we over this matter, and leavi we of 
sir Gawaine and his brethren, and speak we of king 
Arthur; that upon a day said to king Marke, “ Sir, I 
Require you, and pray you, for to give me a gift that 
I shall ask you.”—“ Sir,” said king Marke, “ I will 
give you whatsomever ye desire, and it be in me.”— 
“ Sir, gramercy,” said king Arthur, “ this will I ask 
you, that ye will be good lord unto sir Tristram, for 
he is a man of great honour; and that ye will take 
him with you into Cornwall, and let him see his 
friends, and there cherish him for my sake .”—** Sir,” 
said king Marke, “ 1 promise you, by the faith of my 
body, and by the faith I owe unto God and unto 
you, I shall worship him for your sake, in all that £ 
can or may.”—“ Sir,” said king Arthur, “ and I 
Will forgive you all the evil that ever I ought you, 
and so be that ye will swear that upon a book before 
me. “ With a good will,” said king Marke. And then 
he swore upon a book before him and all his knights, 
and therewith king Marke and sir Tristram took either 
other by the hand, hard-fastened together. But, for 
{dl this, king Marke thought falsely, as it shall be well 
proved afterwards; for he put sir Tristram in prison, 
and cowardly would have slain him. Then, soon 
after, king Marke took his leave for to ride into Corn¬ 
wall, and sir Tristram made him ready for to ride 
with him; wherefore the most pait of the round table 
were aLgry and heavy, and in especial fir Launcclot, 
and sir Lamoracke and Dinadan were wrath out of 
treasure; for well they wist that king Marke would 


Digitbed by GoOgle 



KNIGHTS OF THE ROUND TABLE. 21 

d*y or dettroy sir Tristram. 44 Alai!” said At Dina* 
dan, “ that my lord sir Tristram shall depart." And 
■ir Tristram took soch sorrow, that be was amazed 
like a fool. “ Alas 1" said sir Launcelot unto king. 
Arthur, “ what have ye done ; for ye shall lose the 
most man of worship that ever came into your court f* 
—“ It was his own desire/’ said king Arthur, “ and 
therefore I might not do withal; for I have done all 
that I can, and make them to be accorded."—' 4 Ac-' 
ewded r said sir Launcelot/ 44 lie upon that accord; 
for ye shall hear that be shall slay sir Tristram, or 
rise pot him in priaon; for he is the most coward, 
and the most villainous king and knight that is now 
living.” And therewith sir Launcelot departed, and' 
eame to king Marke, and said to him thns: 44 Sir king, 
wit thou well the noble knight sir Tristiam shall go 
with thee, beware l rid thee of treason ; for and thou 
mischievous slay that knight by any manner of false¬ 
hood or treason, by the frith that I owe unto our Lord 
Jen Christ, and unto the high order of knighthood, I' 
■hall slay thee with mine own hands .”—“ Sir Launce 
lot,** said the king, 44 overmuch have ye said to me, 
*od I have sworn and said over largely before king 
Arthur, in hearing of all his knights, that I should not 
day nor betray him; it were to me overmuch shame 
to break my promise.”— 44 Ye say well," said sir* 
farmedot, 44 but ye are called so false and full of' 
tre ason, that no man can believe you; forsooth it is 
fall well known wherefore ye came into this country, 
**»d for none other cause hot for to slay sir Tristram." 
3° with great dole king Marke and sir Tristram, rode 
together; for it was sir Tristram’s will and his means 
to go with king Marke, and all was to the intent to see 
** beale Isonde, for without the sight of her sir 
Tristram might not endure. 
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* chap* cvin. 

How Percivale was made Knight of Xing Ar¬ 
thur;. and how a dumb Maid spoke mmt 
brought him to the Round Table . 

NOW torn we again onto Lamoracke, and speak 
we of bit brethren. Sir Tor was king PeUenor’t first 
son, begotten on Aries wife the coward, for she 
-was a bastard; and sir Aglavale was his first son, be¬ 
gotten in wedlock, dr Lamoracke Dornar and Per¬ 
civale ; all these were his sons also in wedloek* So 
when king Marlce and sir Tristram were departed from 
the court, there was made great dole and sorrow for 
the departing of sir Tristram: then the king and all 
his knights made no manner of joy eight days 
after. At the eight days end there came to the court 
a knight, and a young squire with him; and whet* 
this knight was unarmed, he went unto the king, and 
required him for to make that young squire a knight*. 
“ Of what lineage is he .come V said king Arthur* 
“ Sir/' said the knight, ** he is the son of king Felli- 
nor, that did you sometime good service; and he is 
brother unto Lamoracke de Galis the good knight. 1 * 
** WeH,” said king Arthur, “ for what cause desire 
ye that of me, that 1 should m ake him a knight. “ Wit 
yon wall, my lord the king, that die young squire is 
brother to me as well aa to sir Lamoracke, and my 
name is sir Aglavale .”— u Sir Aglavale,” said king Ar¬ 
thur, “ for the love of sir Lamoracke, and for ther 
love of his father, he shall be made knight to mor¬ 
row; now tell me,” said king Arthur, “ what is hi* f 
name 1”—“ Sir,” said the knight, “ fait name is Pea* 
civale de Galis.” So on the morrow the king made 
him knight in Camelot; but the king and all hit 
knights thought it would be long or he proved a good 
knight. Then at the dinner, when the king waa set 
at the table, and every knight after be was of 
prowess, the king commanded him to be set among 
the mean knights; and so was sir Percivale set as the 


Digitized by 


Google 



KNIGHT* OF THE ROUND TABLE. 23 

kjjtg commanded. Then was there a maid of the 
queen's coart that was come of high blood: and she 
was dumb, and had never spoken word; rifpt so she 
came straight into the hall, and went onto Pereivale, 
and took him by the hand, and said aload, that the 
king and ail the knights might bear it, “ Arise, sir 
Pereivale! the noble knight and good knight, and go 
with me.” And so he did: and there she brought 
him onto the right side of the siege perilous, and 
said, “ Fair knight, take here thy siege for that ap¬ 
pertained} unto thee, and onto none other.” Right 
so she departed, and juked a priest; and when she 
was ronffnasd and houseled, then she died. Then, 
the king and ail the court made great joy of sir 
Pereivale. 


CHAP. CIX. 

jRw Sir Lamoracke lay with King Lot*s wife; 
and haw Sir Gaheris slew her, which was hit 
■ awn Mother, 

HOW tnm we unto Sir Lamoracke, which eras 
much praised there. Then, by the means of Sir Ga- 
waint and his brethren, they sent for their mother, 
there beside, fast by a castle beside Camelot, and all 
was to the intent for to slay air Lamoracke. The 
queen of Orkney was there but a while, but sir La¬ 
moracke wist of her being, and was full fain. And, 
for ta make an end of this matter, he sent onto her, 
and there between them was a night appointed, that 
sir Lamoracke should come to her. Thereof wan 
ware sir Gaheris, and he rode before the samp night, 
and waited upon sir Lamoracke; and then he saw 
where be came, all armed, and where sir Lamoracke 
alighted, be tied his hone to a privy postern, and 
then ha went into a parlour, and unarmed him ; and 
than he went onto the queen's bed, and she made 
of him passing great joy, and he of her again; for 
either loved other passing sore. So when the knight, 
sir Gaheris, saw his time, he came unto their bedside. 
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all armed, with his sword naked, and suddenly he 
gate his mother by the hair, and struck off her head. 

When sir Lamoracke saw the hot blood dash upon 
him, the which he loved passing well, ye may right 
well think that be was sore abashed, and dismayed of 
that dolorous knight. And therewith dr Lamoracke . 
leapt out of his bed in his shirt, as a man all dis- 
mayed, saying to him thus: " Ah 1 sir Gaheris, 
knight of the round table, full foul and evil have ye 
done, and to yon a great shame. Alas 1 why have 
ye slain your own mother, which bare yon; with more 
right ye should have slain me."—“ The offence hast ‘ 
thou done," said sir Gaheris; “notwithstanding a 
man Is born to offer her service; but yet thou 
shouldest beware with whom thou raeddlest, for thou 
hast pat me and my brethren to a shame; and thy fa¬ 
ther slew our father ; and thou to lie by our mother, 
it is much shame for us to suffer : and, * as for thy 
father, king Pelliuor, my brother, sir Gawaine and 
I slew him.”—■“ Ye did him the more wrong," said 
sir Lamoracke; 41 for my father slew not your fa¬ 
ther: it was Ealan le Savage; and as yet my fa¬ 
ther's death is not revenged .”— ft Leave these word#,** 
said sir Gaheris, ** for and thou speak feloniously, I 
will slay thee : but, because thou art naked, I am 
ashamed to slay thee. But, wit thou well, in what 
place that I may get thee, I shall day thee. And 
now my mother is .quit of thee, and therefore with¬ 
draw thee, and take thine armour, that thou were 
gone.” Sir Lamoracke saw that there was none other, 
boot fast, armed him, and took his horse, and rode his 
way, making great sorrow; but, for shame and do¬ 
lor, he would not ride unto king Arthur’s court, but 
rode another way. Bat when it was known that sir 
Gaheris had dam his mother, king Arthur was pass¬ 
ing wroth, and commanded him to go out of his 
court. Wit ye well, sir Gawaine was wroth that dr 
Gaheris had dain his mother, and let sir Lamoracke 
escape. And for this matter was the king passing 
wroth, and so was dr Launcelot, and many other of 
the round table. 44 Sir," said sir Launcelot, 44 here is 
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> peal mischief befallen by felony, and by bn cm* 
treason, that your aster is thus shamefully state; and 
I dare say that it was wrought by treason: and I 
am sore ye shall lose that food knight, sir Lasno> 
racke, which is right great pity. I wot well, and I 
am snre, if sir Triatram wist it, he woe Id never m e re 
come within yonr court again; the which should 
grieve yon much more than all your knights.*— 
“ God defend* said king Arthur, “ that I should 
lose dr Laraoracke or sir Tristram; for then were 
gone two of my chief knights of the round table.**— 
“ Sir,** said sir Laanceiot, “ I am rare that ye shall 
lose dr Laraoracke; for sir Gawaine and Us brethren 
will slay him, by one means or other; for they, 
among them, have concluded and sworn to slay him, 
and ever they may see their time.*—^ That dull I 
let,* said king Arthur.. 


CHAP. CX. 

How Sir Agravaine and Sir Mordred met with 
a Knight flying , and how they were both over¬ 
thrown, and Sir Dinadan. 

NOW leave we of sir Laraoracke, and speak we 
of sir Gawaine*s brethren; and special of dr Agra* 
vaine and sir Mordred. As they rode on their adveiv 
tores, they met with a flying knight, sore wounded, 
and they asked him what tidings. “ Fair knights,** 
said he, “ here cometh a knight after me, that will 
slay me** With that came dr Dinadan, riding to 
them by adventure, bnt he would promise him no 
help. Bat sir Agravaine and sir Mordred promised 
him to rescue him. Therewith came that knight 
straight unto than, and anon he proffered for to 
joust. That saw sir Mordred, and rode to him, but 
he struck sir Mordred over his horse’s tail. That saw 
dr Agravaine, and straight he rode toward that 
fc ff t ght ; and right ao as he served dr Mordred, so be 
served so Agravaine, and said to them, “ Sir, wit you 
well both, that I am dr Breuae sannce Filie, that b al li 
VOL. II. C 
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done this to you.” And yet he rode over sir Agrs- 
vaine five or six times. When sir Dinadan saw this, 
he must needs joust with him, for shame: and so sir 
Dinadan and he encountered together, that with pure 
Strength sir Dinadan smote him over his horse's tail. 
Then he took his horse and fled; for he was, on foot, 
one of the valiantest knights in king Arthur’s days, 
and a great destroyer of all good knights. Then 
rode sir Dinadan unto sir Mordred and unto sir Agra- 
vaine: “ Sir knight,” said they, “ well have ye done, 
and well have ye revenged us; wherefore, we pray 
you, tell us your name.”—** Fair knights,” said he, 
** ye shall know that my name is sir Dinadan.” When 
they understood that it was sir Dinadan, they were 
more wroth than they were before; for they bated 
him out of all measure, because of sir Lamoracke: 
for sir Dinadan had such a custom, that he loved all 
good knights that were valiant, and he hated all those 
that were destroyers of good knights: that there were 
none that hated sir Dinadan, but those that were 
tnurderers. Then spake the hurt knight, which sir 
Breuse saunce Pitie had chased, whose name was sir 
Dalan, and he said, “ If thou be sir Dinadan, thoa 
slewest my father.”—“ It may well be so,” said 6ir 
Dinadan; “ but then it was in my defence, and at 
his own request.”— w By my head,” said sir Dalan', 
« thou shalt die therefore;” and therewithal he 
dressed his spear and his shield. And, for to make 
short tale, sir Dinadan smote him down from his 
horse, that his neck was nigh broken; and in the 
same wise he smote sir Mordred and sir Agravaine: 
and after, in the quest of the Sancgre all cowardly 
and feloniously, they slew sir Dinadan; the which 
was right great damage, for he was a great boarder, 
and a passing good knight. And so sir Dinadan rode 
to a castle that hight Beale Valet, and there he found 
Mr Palomides, that was not yet whole of the wound 
that sir Lamoracke gave him; and there sir Dinadan 
told sir Palomides all the tidings that he heard and 
saw of sir Tristram, and how he was gone with king 
Marke, and with him he hath all his will and desire. 
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Therewith dr Paknnides waxed Wroth; for he loved 
la beale Isonde, and then he wist that sir Trtotram 
aajoyed her. 


chap. cxn. 

J low King Arthur, with the Queen, and Sir 
Launcelot , received Letters out of Cornwall / 
and of the Answer again thither. 

NOW leave -we of sir Palomides and sir Diaadtaa, 
in the castle of Beale Valet, and turn we again onto 
king Arthur. There came a knight of Cornwall, 
whose name was Fergus, and a fellow of the round 
table, and there he tokl king Arthur and sir Launcc- 
lot goodiidings of sir Tristram; and there were brought 
goodly letters, and how he left him in the castle of 
Tintagill. Then came the damsel, that brought goodly 
letters onto king Arthur, and onto sir Lauocelot, and 
there she had passing good cheer of king Arthur, and 
queen Guenever, and of sir Laoneelot. Then they 
wrote goodly letters again; but sir Launcelot bad ever 
nr Tristram beware of king Marke: for ever he 
called him, in his letters, king Fox, as who saith, 
he fareth all with wiles and treason. Whereof sir 
Tristram, in his heart, thanked sir Laoneelot. Then 
the damsel went unto la beale Iso ode, and bear her 
letter from the king and the qaeen, and sir Laonce- 
lot, whereof she was in passing great joy. u Fair 
damsel,” said la beale Isonde, 44 how fareth my lord 
king Arthur and queen Guenever, and the noble 
knight sir Launcelot du Lake V* She answered and 
said, 44 Much the better that ye aod sir Tristram be 
in joy.”— M God reward them,” said la beale Isonde, 
“ for sir Tristram sufferetli great pain for me, and I 
for Mm.” So the damsel departed, and brought let¬ 
ters to king Marke; and, when he bad read them, and 
understood them, be was wroth with sir Tristram de 
Lyons; for he deemed that he had sent the damsA 
unto king Arthur: for king Arthur and sir Launcelot, 
in a manner, threatened king Marke: and as king 


by Google 


A 



28 KINO ARTHUR, AND HIS 

Marks read these letters, he deemed treason by air 
Tristram. “ Damsel,” said king Marker * will ye 
ride, and bear letters from me onto king. Aitkin;?”—» 
“ Sir,” said she, “ 1 will be at your commandment, 
for to ride when ye will .”—“ Ye say well,” said king 
Marke. Come again to morrow,” said the king, “ and 
fetch your letters.” Then she departed, and told 
them how she should ride again with letters onto 
king Arthur. Then sir Tristram and la beale I sonde 
said, “ We pray you, that when ye have received 
your letters, that ye will come by os, that we may 
see the privity of your letters.”—•“ All that I may da, 
ye wot well, madam, 1 most do for sir Tristram; 
for I have been long his own maid.” And so, on die 
morrow, the damsel went to king Marke, to have had 
the letters, and to depart. “ I am not advised,” said 
king Marke, " at this time to send my letters.” Then 
privily and secretly he sent letters unto king Arthur, 
and uuto the queen Goenever, and onto sir Launcelot. 
So the varlet departed, and found the king and queen 
in Wales, at Carlton; and then, as the king and the 
queen were at mass, the varlet came with the letters: 
and then, when mass was done, the king and die 
queen opened the letters privily by themselves. And 
the beginning of the king's letter spake wondrous 
short unto king Arthur, and bid him intermeet with 
himself, and with his wife, and his knights, for bo 
was able enough to rale and keep his wife. 


CHAP. CXI1I. 

Note Sir Launcelot was wroth with the Letter 
that he received from King Marke , and Sit 
Dinadan that made a lay of King Marks, 

AND when king Arthur, understood the letter, be 
mused upon many things, and thought upon his sta¬ 
ter's words, queen Morgan la Fay, that she had said 
between queen Goenever and air Launcelot do Lake; 
and in his mind he studied a great while; and then 
.he bethought him again how his sister was his moat 
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enemy, and that she hated the queen and air Launce- 
lot. And so he put alt that oat of his thought; and 
tl»ea king Arthur read the letter again, and the latter 
danse said, “ that king Markc took sir Tristram for 
his mortal enemy.” Wherefore he pat king Arthur 
out of doubt lie would be revenged on sir Tristram. 
Then was king Arthur wtoth with king Marke. And 
when queen Guenever had read her tetter, and under- 
*tood it, she was wroth out of measure, for the letter 
apake shame by her and by sir Launcelot; and so 
privily she sent the letter to sir Launcelot; and when 
he wist the intent of the letter, be was so wroth, that 
be laid him down upon his bed to deep; whereof sir 
Dinadan was aware, for it was his manner to be 
privy with all good knights: and, as sir Launcelot 
slept, he stole the letter out of his hand, and read it 
word by word ; and then he made great sorrow for 
utger. And so sir Launcelot awaked, and went to 
a window, and read the letter again, which made 
him angry. " Sir,” said sir Dinadan, " wherefore 
ke ye angry ; discover your heart to me. Forsooth, 
ye wot well that' I owe you good will; howbeit, I 
am but a poor kuight, and a servant to you, and to 
all good knights; for though 1 be not of worship my¬ 
self, yet I love all those that be of worship.”—" It 
is truth,” said sir Launcelot, " ye be a trusty knight, 
and for great trust I will shew you my counsel.” 
And when sir Dinadan understood all, be said, "Sir, 
this is my counsel: set ye right nought by ail these 
threatening!; for king Marke is so villainous, that, 
by fair speech, shall never no man get ought of him. 
But ye shall see what I shall do; 1 will make a lay 
for him ; and, when it is made, I shall m ake an 
harper to sing it before him.” So anon he went, and 
made it, and taught it an harper, that hight Etyot; 
and, when he could it, be taught it to many harpers. 
And so, by the will of sir launcelot, and of king 
Arthur, the harpers went straight onto Wales and 
Cornwall, to sing the lay that sir Dinadan made by 
king Marke; which was the worst lay that ever harper 
iqng with harps, or with any other instrument. 
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CHAP. CXIV. 

How Sir Tristram was hurt. And of a war made 
to King Marke: and of Sir Tristram , how he 
promised to rescue him. 

NOW turn Ve again unto sir Tristram and king 
Marke. As sir Tristram was at the joust and tour* 
nament, it fortuned that he was sore wounded, both 
with a spear and with a sword. Eut yet he won 
always the degree. And for to rest him he went to 
a good knight that dwelled in Cornwall in a castle, 
whose name was sir Dinas, die seneschal. Then, by 
misfortune, there came one of Sessoin with a great 
number of men of arms and an hideous host; and 
they entered nigh unto the castle of Tintagill; and 
their captain's name was sir Elias, a good man of 
arms. When king Marke understood that his ene¬ 
mies were entered into his land, he made great sor¬ 
row and dole, for in no wise by his will he would not 
send for sir Tristram, for he hated him deadly. So 
when his council was come, they devised and cast 
many perils of the strength of their enemies; and 
they concluded all at once, and said unto king Marke 
thus: “ Sir, wit ye well that ye must send for sir 
Tristram, the good knight, or else they will never be 
overcome: for, by sir Tristram, they must be fougiit 
withal, or else we row against the stream.”—“ Well 
then,” said king Marke, “ I will do by your counsel.** 
But yet he was full loth thereto, but need constrained 
him for to send for him. Then was be sent for ht all 
the haste that might be, that he should come to king 
Marke. When sir Tristram understood that the king 
bad sent for him, be mounted upon a soft hackney, 
and rode to king Marke. When he was come, the 
king said thus: “ Fair nephew, sir Tristram, this it 
all: here come our enemies of Sessoyne that are here 
High hand ; and, without any tarrying, they mnst be 
met with shortly, or else they will destroy this coun¬ 
try.”—" Mr,” said sir Tristram, * wit ye well that alb 
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my power is at your commandment; and, wit ye well, 
sir, these eight days may 1 bear none arms, for ay 
wounds be not as yet all garnished and whole, and by 
that day 1 shall do all what I may.”—“ Ye say well," 
said king Marke, “ then go you again and rmt you, 
and make you fresh, and I shall go and meet the Ses» 
sows with all my power. ” So king Marke departeth 
for to go to Tintagill, and sir Tristram went to real 
him. And the king made a great host, and departed 
them in three. The first part led sir Pinas, the sene* 
chal, and sir Andrei led the second part, and sir 
Argus led the third part, and be was of king Markers 
blood. And the Sessoins had three great and mighty 
battles, and many good men of arms. And so king 
Marke, by the advice of his knights, issued out of the 
castle of Tintagill upon his enemies. And the good 
knight, sir Dinas, rode out before, and stew two 
knights with bis own hands; and then began the bat* 
tie, and there was great breaking of spears, and 
smiting of good knights t and ever was sir Dinas, the 
seneschal, the best of king Marke’s part: and thus the 
battle endured long with mortality. But, at the last, 
king Marke and sir Dinas, were they never so loth, 
they withdrew them to the castle of Tintagill with 
great slaughter of people, and the Sessoins followed 
them fast, that ten then were put within the gates, 
and four slain with the portcullis. Then king Marke 
sent for sir Tristram by a varlet, that told him all the 
mortality. Then sir Tristram sent the varlet again, 
and bid him tell king Marke, that be would come aa 
soon as he was whole, for no sooner could he do him 
good. Then king Marke had his answer; therewith 
came sir Elias, and bid king Marke yield up the castle, 
for ye may hold it no while. “ Sir Elias,” said the 
king, “so will I yield up the castle, if thatl be not soon 
rescued.” Anon king Marke sent again for rescue 
Unto sir Tristram. By then sir Tristram was whole, and 
he had gotten him ten good knights of king Arthur's, and 
with them he rode to the castle of Tintagill. And 
when be saw the great host of Sessoins he marvelled 
greatly ; and then sir Tristram rode by the woods and 
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by the ditches m secretly as he might, till he came 
sigh the gates: and there dressed a height unto him, 
when he saw that sir Tristram would enter. And sir 
Tristram smote him down dead, and so be served 
three more; and every each of these ten knights slew 
a man of arms. So sir Tristram entered into the 
castle of Tintagill. And when king Marke wist that 
sir Tristram was come, he was right glad of his com¬ 
ing, and so was all the fellowship; and of him they 
mad* great joy. 


CHAP. CXV. 

Mow Sir Tristram overcame the Battle ; and how 
Sir Elias desired a Man to fight Body for 
Body . 

SO on the morrow Ettas, the captain, came and 
bad king Marke come out and do battle, for now the 
good knight Tristram is entered. “ It will be a 
shame to thee,** said sir Elias, 44 to keep thy walls." 
'When king Marke understood him, be was wrath and 
said not one word, hot went unto dr Tristram, and 
asked him counsel. “ Sir," said sir Tristram, “ will ye 
that I give ye an answer."—“ I will well," said king 
Marke. “ Then," said sir Tristram onto the mes¬ 
senger thus: “ Bear thy lord word from the king and 
me, that we will do battle with him to-morrow in the 
plain field."—“ What is your namel" said the mes¬ 
senger.”—“ Wit ttiou well, my name to air Tristram 
de Lyons." Therewith the messenger departed, 
and told his lord, sir Elias, all that he -had beard. 
44 Sir,” said sir 1 ri strain to king Marke, 44 I pray you 
give me leave for-to have the rale of-tbe battle.— 44 I 
■pray yon-take the rule," said king Marke. Then dr 
Tristram let devise the battles in what manner it 
should be. He let depart bis host in six parts, and 
ordained dr Dinas, the seneschal, to have the forward, 
and other knights to rule the remnant. And the same 
knight, sir Tristram, brought all the Sessoin's ships onto 
*e cold water. A*»a, as sir Silas wist itbe said, 44 k 
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was of dr Trfctraa's doing; for he casteth foal we 
shell aerer escape mother 1 * sob of ns; therefore, Mr 
follows, fight freely tomorrow, sad discomfort ye 
not; for one knight, though he be the best knight of 
the world, be my sot have to do with o» sfl.* Thai 
they ordained their tattles in four parts wondrous weU, 
apparelled and garnished with men of arms. Thus 
they within issued, and they without set fireely ipon 
them; and there sir Dinas did great deeds of arms t 
not for then sir Dinas and his feitowshipwere pat to tho 
worst. With that came sir Tristram and stew two 
knights with one spear; then be slew on the right 
hand and on the left hand that men marvelled that ever 
he might do such deeds of arms: and then be might 
see sometime the battle was driven a bow draught 
from the castle, and sometime it was at the gates of the 
castle : then came Elias, the captain, rushing here and 
there, and hit king Marke so sore upon the helm, that 
he made him to avoid the saddle *, and then sir Dinas 
got king-'Marke up again on horseback. Therewith 
came sir Tristram like a lion, and there he met dr 
Elias, the captain, and smote him so sore upon the 
helm, that he avoided his saddle: and they fought tilt 
it was night; and for great slaughter, and for wounded 
people every party drew to their rest. And when 
king Marke - war come within the castle of TintagiU, 
be lacked of his knights an hundred, and they of 
without two hundred; and they searched the wounded 
men of both parties, and then they went to council, 
and wit ye well either party were loth to fight any 
snore, so that either party might escape with,their 
worship. When-sir Elias, the captain, understood the 
death of his men he made great dole; and when he 
wist that they were loth to go unto battle again, then 
was he wroth out of measure. Then this sir Elias, 
the captain, sent word unto king Marke in great 
despite and anger, whether he would find a knight 
that would fight for trim body for body, and if that he 
might day long Marke** knight, he to have the 
image of Cornwall yearly; and if that his knightday 
feine^E ferity release, my claim for ever hereafter. 

C % 
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And then the messenger departed onto king Marker 
and told him how that his lord and captain, air 
Elias, had sent him word for to find a knight to do 
battle with him body for body. When king Marke 
understood the messenger, he bid him abide, and he 
phovld have his answer: then called he all his ba¬ 
ronage together to wit what was best to do: they said all 
at once, “ to fight in a field we have no lost; for had 
not been sir Tristram's prowess, it had been likely 
that we never should have escaped; and therefore, sir, 
as we deem it were well done to find a knight that 
would do battle with him, for he knightly proffiereth* 

CHAP. CXVI. 

How Sir Elias and Sir Tristram fought together 
for the Truage of Cornwall, and how Sir 
Tristram slew Sir Elias in the Field. 

NOTWITHSTANDING all this said, no knight 
could be found that would fight with him. “ Sir king,* 
said they all, “ here is no knight that dare fight with sir 
Ellas."—“ Alas,” said king Marke, “ then am. I 
utterly shamed, and utterly destroyed, without that 
«ny nephew, sir Tristram, wMl take the battle upon 
him. « Wit ye will,” said they all, he had “ yester¬ 
day overmuch in hand, and he is weary for travel, 
and sore wounded."— 44 Where is het" said king 
Marke.— 44 Sir," said they, “ he is in his bed for to 
rest Mm."—* 4 Alas ” said king Marke, 44 but if I hav« 
the succour of my nephew, sir Tristram, I am utterly 
destroyed for ever.” Therewith one went to dr 
Tristram, and tokl him where he lay what king 
Marke had said: and therewith sir Tristram arose 
lightly, and pat upon him a long gown, and came 
before king Marke, and all the lords. Add when he 
saw them all so dismayed, he asked king Marke and 
the lords what tidings was with them. 44 Never 
vfotue," said king Marke: and therewith he told him 
all how he had word of sir Ettas to find a knight to 
bght for the truage of Cornwall, and none can I 
find. * And as for you," said king Marke and ad 
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Ere lords, “ we may not demand no more of you for 
ttame; for through your hardiness yester da y, ye have 
«aved an our lives"—" Sir said sir Tristram, “ no# 
I understand ye would have my sncconr, reason 
would that I should do all that lieth in my power to 
do, saving my worship and my life; howbeit I am 
very sore braised and hart; and, dth sir Elias prof- 
fereth so largely, I shall fight with him, or else 1 shall 
be slain in the plain field, or else I shall deli¬ 
ver Cornwall from the old truage; and, therefore, 
lightly call to me his messenger, and be shall be an¬ 
swered ; for as yet my wounds be green, and they 
will be more sorer seven days hereafter than they be 
now; and therefore he shall have his answer, then I 
shall do battle with him to-morrow." Then the mes- 
- ■engpr that was departed was brought before king 
Marke. “ Hearken onto my words, fellow," said sir 
Tristram: “ go fast onto thy lord, and bid him to 
make trae assurance on his part for the truage, as' the 
king here shall make upon his part; and that, tell nnto 
tty lord, dr Elias, that I, sir Tristram, king Arthur's 
knight, and knight of the round table, will as to-morrow 
meet with thy lord on horseback for todo battle as long 
as my horse may endure, and after that to do battle with 
him on foot to the uttermost." Then the mes s eng er be¬ 
held sir Tristram from the top to the toe: and there¬ 
with he departed and came unto his lord, and told * 
how he was answered of sir Tristram; and therewith 
was made hostage on both parties, and made it as sure 
as it might be, that whether part had the victory, so 
td the end.- And then were both the hosts assembled 
on both parts of the field without the castle of Tin- 
tagill 2 and there was none armed but sir Tristram 
and dr Elian; so when the appointment was made, 
they departed that one from that other, and they came 
together with ■ all the might that their horses might 
run; and either knight smote other so hard, that both 
horses and knights went unto the earth. N ot for than 
•ftey both lightly arose op and rirested their shields on 
their shoulders, with nafed swords in their hands, 
and theydashed together like as there had bean a 
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flaming fire about them. Thus they traced and tar** 
versed, and hewed on helms and bawberks, and cut 
away many pieces and cantels of their shields, and 
either wounded other passingly sore, so that the hot 
blood fell fresh npon the earth; and by then they had 
fbnghten the maintenance of an hoar, sir Tristram 
waxed faint and for blood, and gave sore aback: that 
saw sir Elias and followed freshly npon him, and 
wounded him in many places. And ever sir Trhtram 
traced and traversed, and wentfroward him here and 
there, ami covered him with his shield as he might all 
weakly, that all men said he was overcome; for sir 
Elias bad given him twenty strokes against one* 
then was there great laughing on the Sessoin*s part-, 
and great dole on king Markers part* “ Alas,” said 
king Marke, M we are all shamed and destroyed for 
ever: for air Tristram was never so matched, but if 
it were sir Launcelot. Thus as then stood and beheld 
both parts, that one part laughing, and that other part 
weeping^ sir Tristram remembered him of his lady la 
beale laonde that looked upon him, and how he was like* 
ly never to come in hes presence. Then he palled up 
his shield, which before did hang full low; and then 
be dressed up his shield unto sir Elias, and gave him 
many sad strokes, twenty against one, and all to 
brake his inield and his hawberk, that the hot blood 
van down to die earth: and then began king Marke 
to laugh, and all Cornishpien; and that other part 
began to weep; and ever sir Tristram said to sir 
Elias, yield thee: then when sir Tristram saw him so 
staggering on the ground, be said, “ air Elias, L ant 
right sory for thee; for thou art a passing good knight 
as ever 1 met withal, except sir Launcelot.” There* 
Withal sir Elias fell to the earth there, and be died. 
“ What shall I do,* said sir Tristram to king Mark*, 
for this battle is at an an end:* then they of dr Elias'S 
part departed: and king Marke took of them many 
prisoners for to redress the harms and damages that 
he had of them; and the remnant be sent into theft 
country to borrow out theft fellows. The* was sit 
Tiistram searched and Well heated; yet for HI tbit 
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UngMarkewould fain have slain air Triatran: bd 
for all that ever sir Tristram saw aad beard by king 
Marke, yet woaid be never beware of his treason, bat 
ever would be be there as la bedle Isoade was. 


CHAP. cxvn. 

Row at a great Feast King Marke made a/s 
Harper come , and sing the Lay that Dinadan 
had made » 

^OW let uS pass over this matter, and speak we 
of the harper that dr Launcelot and sir Dinadan had 
sent into Cornwall with the lay; and the great feast 
that king Marke made the joy of the victory which 
he had, became the Sessoins were so pat oat of his 
country. Then came Eliot, the harper, with the lay 
that sir Dinadan had made, and secretly brought it 
•nto sir Tristram de Lyons, and told him of the lay 
that air Dinadan had made by king Marke. And 
when sir Tristram heard it, he said, “ O Lord Jesa I 
that air Dinadan can make wondrous well good and 
Ul there, as it shall be."—“ Sir," said Eliot, “ dare 
I sing this song before king Marke V ’—“ *Yea, upon 
my peril,’* said sir Tristram; “ for 1 shall be thy 
Warrant.** Then, as king Marke was at meat, Eliot 
the harper came in; and, because he was a carious 
harper, men heard him sing the same lay that sir Di¬ 
nadan had made ; the which spake the most villainy 
by king Marke of his treason that ever man heard. 
When the harper bad sting his song to the end, king 
Marke was wondrous wroth with him, and said, 
“ Them harper, how durst thou be so hold on thy 
head to slag this song before me ?”—“ Sir,” said 
Eliot, “ wit yon well 1 am a minstrel, and 1 must do 
as I am commanded of these lords that 1 bare the 
arms of; and, sir knight, wit you well that sir Dina* 
daft» a knight of the round table, made this song, 
aad be made me to sing it before you.”—■“ Tbon 
•ayest well,** said king Marks* “ 1 charge thee that 
the* bk thee tost out of thy sight.” So the harper 
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departed, and went onto sir Tristram, and told Uni 
how he had sped; and then sir Tristram let make 
letters goodly as he coaid devise unto sir Lanncelot, 
and unto sir Dinadan: and so he let conduct Eliot 
the harper Out of the conntry. Eut for to say that 
king Marke was wondroas wroth, he was : for he 
deemed that the lay that was sung before him was 
made and ordained by sir Tristram’s counsel; where¬ 
fore he thoaght to slay him, and all his wcll-willers 
in that country. 


CHAP, cxvnr. 

How King Marke slew by Treason , his Brother 
Boudwine, for good Service that he had done 
to him. 

NOW torn we to another matter, which befd 
between king Marke and his brother, that was called 
the good prince, sir Boudwine, which all the people 
of the country loved passing well . So it befel upon 
a time, that the merchant Saracens landed in the 
country of Cornwall, soon after that the Sesmins 
were gone; and then the good prince, sir Boudwine, 
at the lauding of them, he raised the country privily 
and hastily: and or it was day he let put wildfire in 
three of his own ships, and suddenly he palled up the 
sails, and with the wind he made those ships to be 
driven among the navy of the Saracens. And, to 
make short the tale, those ships set on fire all the 
other ships, that none were saved; and, at the 
point of die day, the good prince, sir Boudwine, 
with all his fellowship, set upon the merchants with’ 
shouts and cries, and slew to the number of forty 
thousand, and left none alive. And when king Marke 
wist this, he was wondrous wrath that his brother 
should win such worship ; and because that this prince 
was better beloved than he in all that country; and, 
also, sir Boudwine loved well sir Tristram: therefore 
he thought to slay him. And thus hastily, as a man 
being out of his wit, and lacking natural reason, sent 
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for the noble prince, mr Bondwtee, and AsgUdee, Us 
wile, and commanded them to bring their young son 
with them, that be might aee him; and ail this be did 
to the intent to slay the child, as well as the father; 
for he was the falsest traitor that ever was bom* 
Alas! for his goodness and his good deeds, this 
gentle prince, sir Boedwine, was slain. So when he. 
came with his wife, Angiides, the king made them 
fair semblance till they had dined; and, when they 
had dined, king Marke sent for Ms brother, and said 
to him, 44 Brother, bow speed yon, when the mis¬ 
creants arrived by yoa ? me s e emcth it had beenyonr 
part to have sent me word, that 1 might have been 
' at that journey ; for it had been reason, that I might 
have had the honour, and not you.”—“ Sir," said the 
prince sir Bond wine, “ it was so that, if 1 bad tar¬ 
ried till I had sent for yoa, the miscreants had de¬ 
stroyed my country ”—“ Thou best, false traitor V* 
said king Marke; “ for thou art ever about to win 
worship from me, and put me to dishonour, and thou 
cherishest that 1 hateand therewith he struck him 
to the heart with a dagger, and he never after spake 
word. Then the lady Angiides, his wife, made 
great dole, and swooned ; for she saw her lord slain 
afore her face. Then was there no more to do but 
that prince Boudwine was despoiled, brought to bu¬ 
rials ; but Angiides privately gat her husband's dou¬ 
blet and his shirt, and that she kept secretly. Then 
was there much sorrow and crying, and great dole 
made air Tristram, sir Dinans, and sir Fergus, and so 
did all the knights that were there; for that prince 
was passingly well .beloved. So la beale 1 sonde sent 
to Angiides, prince Boudwine’s wile, and bade her 
avoid lightly, or else her young son, Alisaunder Lor- 
febn, should be slain. When she heard this she took 
her horse, and her yoong child, Alisaunder, aud rode 
away with such poor men as durst ride with her. , 
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CHAP. CX1X. 

How An glides y JBoudwine’s Wife , escaped with 
tier young Son , Alisaunder Lorfelin , and came 
to the Castle of Arundel . 

NOTWITHSTANDING, when king Marke had 
done this deed, yet he bethought him to do more- veil* 
geanee; and, with his sword in his hand, he sought 
from chamber to chamber to find Angtides and her 
young son • and when she was mined, he called a good 
knight, that hight sir Sadocke, and charged him 
upon pain of death to fetch Angtides again, and her 
young son. So sir Sadocke departed, and rode after 
Angtides; and, within ten miles, he overtook her, 
and bade her turn again, and ride with him unto king 
Marke. “Alas! fair knight,” said she, “what shall 
ye Win by my son’s death, or by mine? I have^over- 
' much harm, and too great a loss.”—“ Madam,” said 
sir Sadocke, “ of your loss is dole and pity; but* 
madam," said sir Sadocke, “ would yon depart out 
of thts country with your son, Alisaunder, and keep 
him till he be of age, that he may revenge his fa¬ 
ther's death; then would I suffer you to depart from 
me, so ye promise me for to revenge the death of 
prince Boudwine."—“ A gentle knight! Jesu, thank 
thee ! and if my son, Alisaunder, live to be a good 
knight, he shall have his father's doublet, and hi! 
shirt with the bloody marks: and 1 shall give him 
such a charge, that he shall remember it while he 
liveth.” And therewith sir Sadocke departed from 
* her, and either betook other to God : and, when lit 
Sadocke came to king Marke, he told him faithfully 
that he had drowned young Alisaunder, her son; sand 
thereof king Marke was fall glad. Now turn wt' 
unto Angtides, which rode both night and day by 
adventure out of Cornwall, and in a little and in few 
places she rested herself. But ever she drew south- 
ward unto the sea side, till by fortune she came to 
a castle that was called Magoance; and now tt is 
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called Arundel, in Sussex: and the constable of the 
castle welcomed her, and said she was welcome to 
her own .castle. And there was AngUdes worshipfnliy 
received; for the constable's wife was nigh cousin to 
her, and the constable’s name was Bellander; and 
the constable told dame AngUdes that the same castle 
was tier's by right inheritance. Then dame An- 
glides endured years and winters, till that her son, 
Alisannder, was big and strong. There was none ao 
mighty in all that country ; neither there was none 
dud might done manner of mastery {fore him* 


CHAP. CXX. 

How AngUdes gave the bloody Doublet u/itd 
Alisaunder, her son, the same Day that he 
was made Knight, and the Charge withaL 

THEN upon a day air Eelianger, the constable, 
came unto dame AngUdes, and said, “ Madam, it 
were time that my lord Alisannder were made a 
knight; for he is a passing strong young man.”— 
“ Sir," said AngUdes, “ 1 would he were made knight $ 
but then I must give him the most charge that ever 
sinful mother gave to her chUd.*—" Do as ye list," 
said sir BeUauder, “ and 1 shall give him warning 
that he shall be made knight. Now it will be well 
done, that be may be made knight at our Lady-day, 
in Lent."—" 1 am content that it be so," said dame 
Anglides, " and 1 will pray you for to make ready 
therefore.” So the constable came unto Alisannder, 
and told him that be should, at Lady-day, in Lent, be 
made knight .”— u God be thanked," said AUsatrader, ' 
“ these are the best tidings that ever were told to 
tne." Then the constable, sir BeUandor, ordained 
twenty of the greatest gentlemen's sons, and the best 
born men in the country, that should all be made 
knights that same day that Alisannder was made 
Jcnight: .so on -the -same day that Alisannder and 
his twenty fellows were made knights, at the offering 
of the mass there came dame Angli des onto her son# 
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and said unto him these words: “O fair sen, I 
charge thee upon my blessing, and upon the high 
order of knighthood that thou takest here this day, 
that thou understand what 1 shall say and charge thee 
withal.” Therewithal she pulled out a bloody dou¬ 
blet, and a bloody shirt, that were bebled with old 
blood: and- when sir Alisaunder saw this, he stalled 
back and waxed pale, and said, “ Fair mother, what 
may this mean 1”—“ I shall tell thee, fair son,” said 
she ; “ this was thine own father’s doublet and shirt, 
that he wore upon him that same day that he w*a 
slain.” And there she told him why and wherefore, 
and how that for his gooduess king Marke slew him 
with his dagger, before my face, in my presence; and 
therefore this shall be your charge, the which I shall 
give to yon now. 


CHAP. CXXI. 

How it was told King Marke of Sir Alisuandcr , 
and how he would have slain Sir Sadocke for 
saving of his Life. 

“ NOW I require thee, and charge thee, upon my 
blessing, and upon the high order of knighthood, that 
thou be revenged on king Marke for the death of thy 
fatherand therewith she swooned. Then air Ali- 
saunder lept unto his mother, and took her up in his 
arms, and said, “ Fair mother, ye have given me a 
great charge, and here 1 promise you that 1 shall be 
avenged upon king Marke when 1 may, and that I 
promise unto God and unto you.” So this feast was 
ended, and the constable, by the advice of Anglidca, 
let purvey that sir Alisaunder was well horsed and 
well armed. T hen he jousted with his twenty fellows 
that were made knights with him; bat, for to malt* 
short tale, he overthrew all those twenty knights; so 
that none of them might withstand him a buffet* Then 
one of those knights departed for to go to king Marke, 
and told him all how sir Alisaunder was made knight, 
gnd.all the charge that his mother gave him, as ye 
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tare beard before. “ Alas! false traitor," said king 
Marke, M I weend that young traitor bad been dead : 
alas! whom may I trust." And therewithal king 
Marke took a sword in his hand, and sought sir Sa> 
docke from chamber to chamber to slay him. When 
iff Sadocke saw king Marke come with his sword 
drawn in his hand, he said thus: “ Beware, king 
Marke, thou come not near me; for wit you well that 
1 saved Alisaunder his life, of which I will never 
repent me ; for thou falsely and cowardly slowest his 
father Bondwine, and traitorously for his good deeds; 
wherefore I pray God send sir Alisaunder might and 
strength to be revenged upon thee ; and now beware, 
king Marke of young sir Alisaunder, for he is made a 
knight .”—■“ Alas!” said king Marke, “ that ever 1 
should bear a traitor say so before me.” And there¬ 
with four of king Markers knights drew their swords 
to slay sir Sadocke ; but anon sir Sadocke slew them 
all in king Markers presence. And so sir Sadocke 
passed forth into his chamber, and took his horse and 
his harness, and rode his way a good pace; for there 
was neither sir Tristram, nor yet sir Dinas the sene* 
schal, nor sir Furgus, that would sir Sadocke any evil 
will. Then was king Marke wrath, and thought for 
to destroy sir Alisaunder, and also sir Sadocke that had 
saved his life; for king Marke dreaded and hated sir 
Alisaunder most of any man that lived. When sir 
Tristram understood that sir Alisaunder was made 
knight, anon forthwith he sent him a letter, praying 
him, and charging him, that he would draw him unto 
the court of the noble king Arthur, and that he would 
put him in the governance of sir Launcclot; and so 
this letter was sent to sir Alisaunder from his cousin 
sir Tristram, and at that time he thought to do after 
Ms commandment and counsel. Then king Marke 
called the knight which had brought him the tidings 
from air Alisaunder, and commanded him for to 
abide still In that country. “ Sir,” said the knight, 
“ needs must I do so; for in mine own country I 
dare not come.”—“ No force,” said king Marke; “ I 
■hall give thea here double as much land as then 
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badst in thine own country ;* but within shoit spaed 
sir Sadocke met with that false-knigbt, andslew him; 
wherewith king Marke was wondrous wrath out of 
measure. Then he sent unto queen Morgan le Fay, 
and unto the queen of N orthgalis, praying them, in 
letters, that they two sorceresses would set &H the 
country in a-fire, with ladies that were enchantresses, 
and by such as were dangerous knights, as Malgrin, 
and B re use saunce Pitie, that by no means sir Alisann- 
der Lorfelin should escape them, but that either he 
should be taken or slain. This ordinance made king 
Marke to destroy the young knight sir Alisaunder. 


CHAP. CXXII. 

How Sir Alisaunder won the Prize at a Tourna¬ 
ment, and of Morgan le Fay ; and how he 
fought with Sir Malgrin , and slew him, 

NOW turn we again unto sir Alisaunder; that at 
his departing his mother took him his father’s bloody 
shirt, and that always he bear with him till his dying 
day, in token for to think upon his father’s death. So 
sir Alisaunder was purposed for to ride to London, 
(by the counsel of sir Tristram) under sir Launcelot; 
and by fortune he went by the sea side, and rode 
wrong; and there he won at a tournament the degree, 
which tournament king Carados made; and there ha 
smote down king Carados and twenty of his knights, 
and also sir Safere, a good knight, which was sir Pa- 
lomides brother the good knight, All this saw a 
damsel, and said she saw the best knight joust that 
ever she saw; and ever as he smote down knights, 
he made them for to swear to wear no harness in a 
twelvemonth and a day. “ This is well said,” quoth 
Morgan le Fay; “ this is the knight that I would fain 
see.” And so she took her palfrey, and rode a great 
while, and she rested her in her paviUion. So there 
came four knights, and two were armed, and two 
were unarmed ; and they told Morgan le Fqy their 
unties; the first was sir Elias de Gome ret, the second 
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War sir Garde Gomeret, those were aimed; and the 
ocher twain were of Camilard, conaina onto queen 
Guenever, and the one hight sir Gay, and that other 
bight air Garaant, and those were unarmed. There 
these four knights tokl qoeen Morgan le Fay, how a 
young knight had smitten them down by a castle; 
for the damsel of the castle said, ** that be was bnt 
late made knight and young ; bnt as we suppose bat 
if it were sir Tristram or sir Launcekrt, or sir L» 
moracke, the good knight, there is none that might 
set him a buffet with a spear.”—“ Well,” said qoeen 
Morgan ie Fay, ** I shall meet with that knight or k 
be long time, and be dwell in that country.” 

So torn we unto the damsel of the castle, that 
when sir Alisanoder Lorfelin had for jousted the foor 
knights, she called him unto her, and said, “ Sir 
knight, wnU thou, for my sake, joust and fight with 
a knight of this country, the which is, and hath been 
long time, an evil neighbour unto me; and his name 
is called sir Malgrin; and be will not suffer me to 
he married in no manner of wise, for all that I can 
do, or any knight for my sake.”—“ Damsel,” said 
sir Alisaunder, “ and he come while I am here, I 
will fight with him, and my poor body jeopardy for 
your sake.” Then forthwith she sent for him, for he 
was at her command. And when either had a sight 
of other, they made them ready for to joust; and 
they came together full eagerly, and Malgrin bruised 
Ms spdar upon sir Alisaunder; and sir AJisaunder 
smote him again so hard, that he bear him quite from 
Ms Addle to the earth. But this sir Malgrin arose 
lightly and dressed his shield, and drew his sword, 
and bade him alight; saying, “ Though thou have 
the better on me on horseback, yet sbalt thou find 
that I shall endure like a knight on foot.”—** It is 
well said,” quoth sir Alisaunder: and so lightly he 
avoided his horse, and betook him to his varlet. 
And then they rushed together like two wild boars, 
and smote upon their helms and shields long time, 
•by the space of three hours, that never man could say 
w h i c h was the better loi ight. And in the meanwhilp 
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came queen Morgan le Fay to the damsel of the castle, 
and they beheld the battle ; but this air Malgrin was 
an old rotted knight, and he was called one of the 
dangerous knights of the world to do battle on foot, 
but on horse there were found many better. And ever 
this sir Malgrin awaited to slay sir Alisaunder, and 
so he wounded him wondrous sore, that it was mar¬ 
vel that ever he might stand on bis feet, for he bad 
bled so much blood; for sir Alisaunder fought wildly, 
and not wittily. And that other was a felonious 
knight, and awaited him, and smote him sore; and 
sometime they rushedttogether with their shields like 
two rams or boars, and fell both down grovelling to 
the earth. “ Now knight,” said sir Malgrin, " hold 
thy hand awhile, and tell me what thou art.”—" I 
will not,” said sir Alisaunder; " but if me list, bolt 
tell me thy name, and why thou keepest this country, 
or else thou sbalt die of my hands.”—" Wit thou 
well,” said Malgrin, " that for the maiden's love of 
this castle I have slain ten knights by mishap; and by 
outrage and pride of myself I have slain ten other 
knights.”—“ So God me help,” said sir Alisaunder, 
" this is the foulest confession that ever I heard 
knight make, nor never heard I speak of other men 
of such a shameful confession; wherefore it were 
great pity and great shame to me that I ( should let thee 
live any longer; therefore keep thee as well as thou 
mayst, for I promise thee faithfully, as 1 am a true 
knight, either thou shalt slay me, or else I shall slay 
thee.” Then again they lashed together fiercely, and 
at the last sir Alisaunder smote sir Malgrin to the 
earth, and then he rushed off his helm, and lightly 
smote off his head. And when he had thus done and 
ended this battle, anon he called unto him his variet, 
the which brought him his horse ; and then weening 
to be strong enough, would have mounted, but he fell 
down flat to the earth, for feebleness. The damsel of 
the castle seeing that, laid sir Alisaunder in a horse 
litter, and led him to the castle, for he had neither 
force nor might to stand upon the gromid; for be 
had sixteen great wounds, and in especial oae of 
them was like to be his death. 
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chap, gxxin. 

Bow Queen Morgan le Fay had Sir Alisaunder 
in her Castle, and how she healed his Wounds . 

THEN queen Morgan le Fay searched his wounds, 
and gave him such an ointment, that he should have 
died; and in the morning after, when she cam* 
to him, be complained him sore; and then she put 
other ointments upon him, and then was he oat of 
his pain. Then came the damsel of the castle, and 
said unto Morgan le Fay, “ I pray you help me, that 
this knight might wed me; for he bath won me with 
his hands.**—“ Ye shall see,** said Morgan le Fay, 
“ what I shall say.** Then Morgan le Fay went to 
sir Alisaunder, and bad him in any wise that he 
should refuse this damsel, if she desire to wed yon; 
for she is not for you. So the damsel came, and de¬ 
sired of him marriage. “ Damsel,** said sir Altaian- 
der, “ I thank you; but as yet I cast me not to mar. 
riage in this country.**—“ Sir,** said she, u sithen ye 
will not marry me, I pray you, in so much as ye have 
Won me, that ye will give unto me a knight of this 
country, that hath long been my friend, and he hath 
loved me many years.**—“ With all my heart,** said 
sir Alisaunder, “ I will assent thereto.** Then was 
the knight sent for; his name was sir Germe le 
Grose: and anon he made them to handfast, and to 
wed together. Then came queen Morgan le Fay to 
Alisaunder, and bid arise, and put him in a horse 
litter; and gave him such a drink, that in three days 
and three nights he waked not, but slept. And so she 
brought him unto her own castle, which at that time 
was called la beale Regard. Then queen Morgan le 
Fay came to sir Alisaunder, and asked him if he 
would fain be whole. “ Who would be sick,** said 
sir Alisaunder, “ and he might be whole.*’—“ Well,* 
said queen Morgan le Fay, “ then ye shall promise 
me, by your knighthood, that this day twelve months 
and a day, ye shall not pass the compass of this cas- 
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lie, and without donbt ye shall lightly be made* 
whole."—“ I assent/* said sir Alisannder: and there 
he made her a promise. Then was he soon whole. 
And when sir AJisaunder was whole, then he repent¬ 
ed him of his oath, because he might not be revenged 
of king Marke. Right so, there came a damsel, that 
was cousin unto the earl of Pase, and she was cousin 
to queen Morgan le Fay; and, by right, that castle of 
la beaie Regard should have been ber*s, by true in¬ 
heritance: so this damsel entered into this castle, 
where sir Alisaunder lay, and there she found him 
upon <bis bed, passing, heavy, and all sad. 


CHAP. CXXIV. 

How Sir Alisaunder was delivered from Queen 
Morgan le Fay , by means of a Damsel. 

** SIR knight/’ said the damsel, “ if ye would be 
merry, I could tell you good tidings."—“ Well were 
me,** said sir Alisaunder, u and 1 might hear of good 
tidings; for I stand as a prisouer, by my promise."— 
“ Sir,” said she, “ wit you welL that ye be a prisoner, 
and worse than ye ween ; for ray lady, my cousin, 
Morgan le Fay, keepeth you here for none other iiv 
tent but for to do her pleasure with you, when it 
liketh her.**—** O Jew! defend me," said sir Ali¬ 
saunder, “ from such pleasure; for I had lever cut 
away my hangers, rather than I would do her such a 
pleasure."—“ So God help me," said the d am se l , 
“ and ye would love me, and be ruled by me, I shall 
make your deliverance with your worship."—“ Tell 
me," said sir Alisaunder, “ by what means, and ye 
shall have my love.”—“ Fair kuigbt," said she, “ this 
castle of right ought to be mine; and I have an un¬ 
de, that is a mighty earl, for he is earl of Pase; ana, 
of all folks, he hateth roost Morgan le Fay, and I 
shall-send unto him, and pray him that, for my sake, 
he will destroy this castle, for the evil customs that be 
used therein; and then will he come and set wild fire 
on every , pert of the castle, and I shall get yon out at 
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»fwy postern, and' there ye diall have your bone 
>od yo«r harness.?'—“ Ye aay wellj damsel/’ laid dr 
Atiiannder. And then, die Mid# “ Ye may keep the 
room of this castle. these twelve months and a day ; 
then break ye not your oath.”—“ Truly, fair dam* 
sei,” said sir Alisa under, “ ye say soth;* and then he 
kissed her, and did to her pleasure, as it> pleased 
them both, at times and leisure. So anoo she sent to* 
her uncle, and bid him come and destroy that castle. 
For be would have destroyed that castle long before 
that time, had not the damsel been. When the earl 
understood her letters, he sent her word again, that 
apon such a day he should come and destroy that 
castle. So# when the day came, she shewed sir A&r 
saonder a postern, where through he should flee into 
a garden, and there he should find his armour and 
Ids hone. When the day came that was set, thither 
came the earl of Pase, with four hundred knighty 
and set on fire all the parts of the castle, that# or 
they ceased, they left not a stone standing; and all 
this while that the fire was in the castle, he abode 
kill in the garden. And when the fire was done, he 
let make a cry, that he would keep that piece of 
earth there, as the castle of la beale Regard was, 
twelve months and a day, from all manner of knighta 
that would come. So it happened, that there was a 
duke that Anserous, and he was of the kin of sir 
Launcelot; and this knight was a great pilgrim, for 
every third year he would be at Jerusalem: and be¬ 
cause be used all his life to go on pilgrimage, men 
called him duke Anserous the pilgrim. And this duke 
had a daugliter, that bight Alis, which was a passing 
fair woman;. and, because of her father, she was 
called Alis la beale Pilgrim; and-anon, as she heard 
of this cry, she went to king Arthur’s court, and there 
said openly, in hearing of many knights, “that what 
knight, that may overcome the knight that kcepeth 
the piece of earth, shall have me and all my lands.*r 
When the knights of the round table heard her say 
thus, many were glad; for she was passing fair, and 
of great lands. Right so, the letter in- castles and 
VOL. II. D 
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town*, as fast upon her side, as sir Alisadnder did 
upon his side. Then she ordained her pavilion straight 
by the piece of earth that sir Aiisaunder kept. .So 
die was not so soon there, bat there came a knight 
of king' s Arthur's court, that hight Sagramore le De- 
feiroos, and he proffered to joust with sir Alisahnder, 
and they encountered! and sir Sagramore le De¬ 
sirous bruised his spear upon sir Alisannder; but sir 
AUsaunder smote him so hard, that he avoided his 
saddle. And when la beale Alis saw him joust so 
well, she thought him a passing good knight on 
horseback: and then she leapt out of her pavilion, 
and took sir Alisannder by the bridle, and thus she 
said: “ Fair knight, I require thee of the knight¬ 
hood; shew me tby visage.”—-** I dare right well 
shew my visage,'* a id sir Alisannder; and then be 
put Off his helm. And when she saw his visage, then 
she said, ** O sweet Jean! thee I mnst love, and none 
other**- 1 -** Then shew me your visage,” said he. 


CHAP. CXXVi 

Ifotr Sir Aiisaunder met u'ith Alis la Hale PU* 
grim , and how he jousted with two Knights j 
and after of Mm and of Sir Mordred . 

THEN die unWimpied her visage, and when sir 
Alisannder saw her, he said: ** Here have I fotod 
my love and iny lady. Truly, fair lady," laid he, 
« i promise to be< your knight; and none other that 
beareth Ufe. 1 '—** Now, gentle knight," said she, “ tell 
me your name?”—“ Fair lady," said he, “ my name 
tssir AUsaunder Lorfelin. Now, fair damsel " said 
ne, ** tell me yonr name V *—“ My name is," said she, 
** Alls la beale Pilgrim: and when we be more at 
our hearts ease, both ye and 1 shall tell each other 
of what blood we be come.” So there was great 
love between them. And, as they thus talked to¬ 
gether, there came a knight, that bight sir Hat-souse 
le Berbuse, and he asked part of Sir Aiisaonderis 
•pears. Then sir Aiisaunder encountered with him. 
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(W.«t the first stroke, sir Alisaunder smote Mmover 
Us hone’s croup. And then there came another 
knight, that bight sir llewgon, and there sir Allsaua- 
der smote him down, as be did the other. Then sir 
Hewgon proffered to do battle on foot; and sir Aik 
sawder overcame him with three strokes, and them 
would have slain him, had he not yielded him: so 
then sir Alisaunder made both those knights to swear 
to wear none armour in a twelve months and a day. 
Then sir Alisaunder alighted down from his hone, 
and went for to rest him. Then the damsel, that had 
hoi pen air Alisaunder oat of the castle, in her play 
told dame Alls altogether, how be was a prisoner of 
the castle of la beale Regard; and there she told 
how she got him oat of prison. “ Sir,** said la beale 
Pilgrim, “ me seeraeth ye are mnch beholden onto this 
damsel.”—“ That is troth,” said sir Alisaunder. And 
there la beale Alls told him of what blood she was 
come. “ Sir, wist ye well,” said she, that I am of 
the blood of king Ban, that was father nnto that 
noble knight sir Lawcelot.”—“ Truly, fair lady,” 
said sir Alisaunder, “ my mother told me that my fa¬ 
ther was brother to a king, and I am nigh cousin to 
sir Tristram.” This while came there three knights, 
that one hight Tains, and that other hight Harms de 
les Marches, and the third hight Perin de la Moun¬ 
tain ; and, with one spear, sir Alisaunder smote them 
down ail three, and gave them falls that they had 
no lost to fight on foot: so he made them swear to 
wear no armour in twelve months. So when they 
were departed, sir Alisaunder beheld his lady Alls 
on horseback, as she stood in her pavilion, and then 
he was so enamoured upon her, that be wist not 
whether he was on horseback or. on foot. Right so 
came the false knight, sir Mordred, and saw that sir 
Alisaunder was assorted on his lady; and therewithal 
all took his horse by the bridle, and led him here 
and there, and had thought to have led him out of the 
place, to have shamed him. When the damsel, that 
had holpen him out of the castle, saw how shame¬ 
fully he was led, anon sire let arm her, and set a 
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shield on her shoulder, and forthwith she mounted 
upon his horse, and got a naked sword in her hand : 
aud she thrust unto sir Alisaunder with all her might, 
and she gave him such a buffet, that he thought the 
fire flew out of his eyes ; and when sir Alisaunder 
felt that stroke, he looked about him, and drew out 
his sword; and, then he saw that she fled, and sir 
Mordred also, into the forest, and the damsel fled 
into her pavilion. So when*sir Alisaunder under¬ 
stood himself how the false knight would have 
shamed him, had not the damsel been, then was he 
passing wrath with himself that sir Mordred had so 
escaped his hands; but then sir Alisaunder and dame 
Alis had good game at the damsel, how sadly she 
hit him upon the helm. Then sir Alisaunder jousted 
thus day by day; and on foot he did many battles 
with many knights of king Arthur’s court, and with 
many knights, strangers. Therefore, to tell all the 
battles that he did, it were over much to rehearse 
them all. For every day, within those twelve 
months, he had to do with one knight or other; and 
some day he had to do with three or four; and there 
‘was never knight that put him to the worst. And 
at die twelve months end he departed, with his lady, 
Alis la beale Pilgrim ; and the damsel would never 
go from him; and so.they went into their country of 
Benoy, and lived there in great joy. 


’ CHAP. CXXVT. 

How Sir Galahalt , the haughty Prince, did do 
. cry a Joust in Surluse, and Queen Guenever** 
. Knights should Joust against all them that 
would come . 

BUT king Marke w ould not stint til! that he had 
slain him by treason. And by Alts he got a child, 
which hight Belleugerus le Beuse; and by fortune 
he came to the court of king Arthur, and proved a 
passing good knight; and he revenged his father's 
death. For the false king Marke slew both sir Trto 
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'tram and air Atisannder Lorfdin, falsely* and felo¬ 
niously. And it happened so, that sir Alisaonder 
had never grace nor fortune for to come unto king 
Arthur's court; for, if he bad come unto sir Lannce* 
lot, ail knights said, that knew him, that he was one 
of the strongest knights in king Arthur’s days, and 
great sorrow was made for him. 

So Jet we of him pass, and tarn we unto another 
tale. So it befel, that sir Galahalt, the haughty prince, 
was lord of the country of Surluae, wherefore came 
many good knights; and this noble prince was a 
passing good man of arms, and ever he held a nobie 
fellowship together; and then he came unto king 
Arthur's court, and' told him all his intent, bow this 
was his will, how he would let do cry a joust in the 
country of Surlusc. The which country was in the 
lands of king Arthur, and there he asked leave for to 
let cry a joust. “ I will well give you leave," said 
king Arthur; " But wit you well that I may not be 
there.”—“ Sir," said queen Guenever, " pleasetb 
it yon of your goodness to give me licence for to he at 
that jousts.”—“ With ,a right good will,” said king 
Arthur* “ so that sir Galahalt, the haughty prince* 
take you unto his governance."—“ Sir,” said sir Ga¬ 
lahalt, “ I will as you will."—“ Sir, then," said 
qneeu Guenever, “ I will take such knights with me 
as pleaseth me best."—“ Do as ye list,” said king 
Arthur." So anon the queen commanded sir Launce- 
lot for to make him ready, with such knights as he' 
thought best. So in every good town and castle of 
this land was made a cry, that in the country of Sur- 
luse, sir Galahalt, the haughty prince, should make 
jonsts that should last eight days; and how thq 
haughty prince, with the help of queen Guenever’s 
knights, should joust against all manner of men that 
would come. When the cry was known, kings, 
princes, dukes* and earls, barons, and many noble 
knights, made them ready to be at that jousts. And, 
at the first t day of jousting, there came in sir Dina- 
dan disguised* and did many great deeds of arms. 
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CHAP. CXXVIL 

flow that Sir Launcelot fought in the Toumm* 
ment ; and how Sir Palomides did there Deeds • 
of Arms for a Damsel. 

THEN, at the request of queen Gnenever and 
Icing Bagdemagus, sir Launcelot came into the range, 
bat he was all disguised; and that was the cause that 
few folk knew him. And there met he with sir 
Ector de Maris, his own brother, and either brake 
their spears upon other to their hands; and then 
either of them gat another great spear, and then sir 
launcelot smote down sir Ector de Marls, his own 
brother. That saw sir Bleoberis; and he smote sir 
Launcelot such a buffet upon the helm, that he wist 
not well where he was. Then sir Launcelot was 
wrath, and smote sir Bleoberis so sore upon tho 
helm, that his head bowed down backward, and he 
smote eft another buffet, that he avoided his saddle : 
aud so he rode by, and thrust forth to the thicket. 
When the king of North gal is saw sir Ector and sir 
Bleoberis lie on the ground, then he was wondroua 
wrath; for they came on his part against them of 
Sorluse. So the king of Northgalis ran to sir Lann- 
celot, and break a spear upon him all in pieces t 
therewith dr Launcelot overtook the king of Norths 
galis, and smote him such a buffet on the helm with 
his sword, that he made him to avoid his horse} and 
anon the king was horsed again. So both king Bag. 
deraagus and the king of North galls'* parties hurtled 
together; and then began a strong meddle, but they 
of Northgalis were far bigger. When dr Launcelot 
law his part go to tho worst, he thronged into the 
thickest press, with a sword in his hand $ and there he 
.smote down on the right hand and on the left, and 
polled down knights, and rased off their helms, that 
all men had wonder that ever one knight should do 
inch deeds of arms. And when sir Meliagauut, that 
was Mm unto king Bagdemagus, saw how sir Laum 
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eek* fared, he marvelled freatly ; and, when he an> 
dentood that it was be, be wist well that ha waa dla. 
Sidled for hie sake. Then this sir Meliagaunt prayed 
a knight to slay sir Lam nee lot’s bone, either with a 
sword, or with a spear. At that time king Bagde- 
magus, hi* father, met with a knight, that bight 
Saoseise, a good knight; unto whom be said, “ Now, 
fair Saoseise, encounter with my son, sir Melia g aont, 
and give him large payment; for I would that bo 
were well beaten of thy hands, that he might depart 
oat of the field.” And so then sir Saoseise encoun¬ 
tered with sir Meliagaont, and either smote other _ 
down: and then they fought on foot together; and * 
there sir Saoseise had won sir Meliagaont, had not 
rescues come there. So then sir Galahalt, the haughty 
prince, blew to lodging; and every knight unarmed 
Mm and went to the great feast. Then in the mean¬ 
while there oame a damsel onto the haughty prince, 
and complained that there was a knight, the which 
hight Gooeriea, that withheld from her all her lands; 
and that same knight was there present, and cast hia 
•glove to him, or to any that would fight In her name. 
So th<? damsel took up the glove all heavily for de¬ 
fault of a champion. Then there came a varlet to 
her, and said, “ Damsel, will ye do after mef*—> 

** Full fain,” said the damsel.—“ Then go to such a 
k pigbt , that lyeth here beside in an hermitage, and 
that followeth the questing beast, and pray him to 
Iafc e the battle upon him; and anon 1 wot well he 
will take it upon him, and grant to you.” So anon 
she took her palfrey, and within a while she found 
that knight, that was sir Palomides; and, when she 
had required him, he armed him, and rode with her, 
and made her to go to the haughty prince, to ask 
leave for her knight to do battle. ** I will well/* 
•aid the haughty prince:** and the knights were 
ready in the field to Joust on horseback; and either 
gat a great spear in their hands, and met together so 
fiercely, that their spears all to shivered: and then 
they drew their swords, and dr Palomides smote sir 
Gonereia down to the earth *, and tbea he rased off 
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his helm, and smote off his head. Tbenthey weatt# 
sapper; and the damsel loved sir Palonrides as pa¬ 
ramour. SO then' sir Palomides disguised him in - this 
manner: in his-shield he bear the questing beast, and 
in all histrappours; and, when he was thas ready, 
he sent to the haughty prince to give him leave to 
•joust with other knights; but he was in doubt of air 
Jjmncelot. The haughty prince sent him word again 
‘that he should be welcome, and that sir Launceiet 
should not joust with him. Then sic Galahalt, Ac 
haughty pririce, let cry what knight somewer he was 
that smote down sir Palomides should have bis danar 
«el to himself. 


CHAP. CXXVIII. 

Mow Sir Galahalt and Palomides fought toge¬ 
ther ; and of Sir Dinadan and Sir Galahalt . 

HERE beginneth the second day. And. as air 
Palomides came into the field, sir Galahalt, the 
haughty prince, was at the range end, and met with air 
Palomides, and he with him, with great spears ; and 
then they came so hard together, that their spears 
all to shivered. But sir Galahalt smote him so hard, 
that he bare him backward over his horse; but yet 
he lost not his stirrups. Then they drew their swords, 
and lashed together many a sad stroke, that many 
•worshipful knights left their business to behold them; 
hut at the last sir Galahad, the haughty prince, smote 
a stroke of might unto sir Palomides sore upon tha 
helm; but the helm was so bard, that the sword no¬ 
thing might bite, but slipped, and smote off the head 
of the horse of sir Palomides. And when the haughty 
prince saw the good knight fall down toi the earth, 
he was right sore ashamed of that stroke; and there¬ 
with he alighted down from his horse, and prayed 
-the good knight, sir Palomides, to take that horse of 
his gift, and to forgive him that deed. ** Sir,” said 
air Palomides, “ I thank you of your great goodness; 
for ever of a man of worship a knight shall never 
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Nave disworship.* And so he mounted npon that 
horse, and the haughty prince had another rift* 
toon. 44 Now,* said the haughty prince, ** I release 
Unto yoo that maiden; for ye have won her.*—'* Ah I 
Sir,* said sir Palomides, “ the damsel and I and 
your commandment." So they departed, and tor G» 
lahaM did great deedi of arms: and so there 
came sir Dinadan, and encountered With to* Osla 
halt, the haughty prince; and either came to other 
ao hard with their spears, that their spears brake to ~ 
their hands. Bat sir Dinadan had weead the haughty 
prince had been more weary than be was ; and then 
he smote many sad strokes at the haughty prince : 
but when sir Dinadan saw that be might not get him 
to the earth, he said, “ No, lord ; I pray you leave 
me, and take another.* Ike haughty prince knew 
not tor Dinadan, and left goodly for his fair words; 
and to they departed. But soon there came another, 
and told the haughty prince that it was sir Dinadan. 
“ Forsooth," said the haughty prince, " therefore am 
I heavy that he is so escaped from me; for, with hit 
mocks and japes, now shall I never have done with 
him, 1 * And then sir Galahalt rode fast after him, and 
bade him, “ Abide, tor Dinadan, for king Arthur’s 
sake."—“ Nay," said sir Dinadan, u so God me 
help, we meet no more together this day." Then, fas 
that wrath, the haughty prince met with sir Melift* 
gaunt; and he smote him in the throat, that and he 
had not fallen, his neck had broken: and with the 
same spear he smote, down another knight. Then 
came in they of Northgalis, and many strangers, and 
were like to have put them off Surluse unto the worst; 
to r tor Galahalt, the haughty prince, had overmuch 
in hand. So there came in the good knight, sir Simon 
the Valiant, with forty knights, and he beat them all 
buck. Then queen Gnenever and ur Lanncelot let 
blow unto lodging; and every knight unarmed hits* 
and dressed him to the feast. 
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CIIAP. CXXIX. 

Horn Sir Arc had appealed Sir Palomides of Trea¬ 
son, and how Sir Palomides slew him . 

’ WHEN sir Palomides was unarmed, he asked 
lodging for himself and the damsel; and anon air 
Galahalt, the haughty prince, commanded them to 
'lodging. And he was not so soon in his lodging, but 
there came a knight, that hight sir Archad; brother 
to sir Gonereis, that sir Palomides fought afore in 
the damsel’s quarrel. And this knight, sir Archad, 
called sir Palomides traitor, and appelled him for the 
death of his brother. “ By the leave of the haughty 
’prince,” said sir Palomides, “ I shall answer thee.* 
When the haughty prince understood their quart el, 
he bade them go to dinner ; and, as soon as ye have 
dined, look that cither knight he ready in the field. 
So when they had dined, they were both armed, and 
took their horses; and the queen, and the haughty 
prince, and sir Launcelot were set to behold them. 
And so they let run their horses; and*there sir Palo- 
mides bare sir Archad on his spear over his horse's 
tail. And then sir Palomides alighted, and drew his 
‘sword; but sir Arcliad might notarise: and there 
sir Palomides rased off his helm, and smote off his 
head. Then the haughty prince and queen Guenever 
w ent to supper. Then king Bagdemagus sent away 
his son, sir Meliagaunt, because that sir Launcelot 
should not meet with him; for he hated sir Launce¬ 
lot, and that knew he not. 


CIIAP. CXXX. 

Of the Third Day , and how Sir Palomides jousted 
with Sir Lamoracke, and of other things . 

NOW beginneth the third day of jousting. And at 
that day king Bagdemagus made him ready, and there 
came against him king Mai sil, that had in gift an 
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island of sir Galahall, the haughty prince, and thii 
island had the name Pomitainc. Then it befel that 
king Bagdemagns, and king Marsil, of Pomitaine, 
met together with spears, and king Marsil had such 
a buffet, that fell over bis horse’s croup: then there 
came in a knight of king Manil’i.to revenge his lord, 
and king Bagdemagus smote him down horse and 
man to the earth : so there came an earl that hight sir 
Arouse, and sir Breuse, and an hundred knights, with 
them of Pomitaine, and the king of North Wales -was 
with them, and all these were against them of Surluse; 
and then there began a great battle, and many knighta 
were cast under the horses feet, and ever king Bagde- 
magus did best, for he began first, and ever he held 
on sir Gaheris, sir Gawaine’s brother smote ever at 
the face of king Bagdemagus: and at the last king 
Bagdemagns hurtled and smote down sir Gaheris horse 
and man to the earth: and then by adveHture sir 
Palomides the good knight met with sir Blamore de 
Ganis, sir Bleoberis’s brother, and there either ef 
them smote other with their spears, that both horses 
and knights fell to the earth. But sir Blamore bad 
such a fall, that be had almost broken his neck; for 
the blood bunt out of his nose, mouth, and ears; but 
at last he recovered by the help of good surgeons. 
Then there came in duke Chaleins of Clarence, and 
in his governance came a knight which hight sir Elias 
)e Noyre; and there encountered with him king Bag. 
demagus, and he smote sir Elias that he made him to 
avoid his saddle. So the duke Chaleins of Clarence 
did there great deeds of arms; and so late as he 
came in the third day there was no roan that did so 
well as he, except king Bagdemagus and sir Palo* 
mides, so that the prize was given that day unto king 
Bagdemagus; and then they blew unto lodging, and 
unarmed them and went to the feast. Bight so there 
came sir Dinadgn and mocked and japed at king Bagde. 
magus, that ail laughed at him, for he was a great 
boarder, and well loving all good knights. So anon 
as they had dined there came a varlet, bearing four 
spears on his back, and he came to sir Palomides and 
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ia$d, " dr, here it a knight here by hath tent yo m 
the choice of fonr spears, and reqnireth yon for yonr 
]fdy*s take to take that one half of these spears, 
and joust with hkn in the field.”—"Tell him,” said sir 
Palotnides, “ I wUl not fail him.” When sir Galahait 
wist of this, he bid sir Palomides make him ready. 

qneen Goenever, the haughty prince, and sir Lann- 
celot were set upon scaffolds to give the judgment of 
these two knights. Then sir Palomides and the 
strange knight ran so eagerly together that their 
spears broke onto their hands: anon therewith either 
of them took a great spear, and all to shivered them 
ip pieces; and then cither took a great spear; and 
then the knight smote down sir Palomides horse and 
man to the earth; and as he would have passed over 
him, the strange knight’s horse stumbled and Cell 
down apon sir Palomides: then they drew their 
•words and lashed together wondroas sore a great 
While: then sir Galahait the haughty prince, and sir 
Lauuoelot, said they saw never two knights fight 
belter than they two did. But ever the strange 
knight doubled his strokes, and pot sir Palomidee 
back} therewith the haughty prince cried boo; and 
then they went onto lodging; and when they were 
inarmed they knew it was the noble knight sir I/k 
ftmracke. When sir Lanncelot knew that it was sir 
- Tjunoracke, he made much of him; for above all 
earthly men he loved him best, except sir Tristram. 
Then qneen Gnencver commended him, and so did all 
ether knights, and made mnoh of him, except sir 
Gawaine** brethren. Then qneen Guenever said 
into sir Lanncelot, “ sir, I require you that and 
ye joust any more, that ye joust with none of the 
blood of my lord king Arthur.” So he promised he 
would not as at that time. 
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CHAP* CXXXT. 

Of the Fourth Day, and of many gnat 
Feats of Arms. 

NOW beginneth the fourth day. Then came into 
die field the king with the hundred knights, and 
all they of Nortbgalis, and the doke Chaieins of 
Clarence, and king Martil of Pomitaine; and them 
came rfr Safre, *ir Palomides* brother, and there be 
told him tidings of his mother, and how he appealed 
an earl before king Arthur, for he made war on our 
father and mother, and there I slew him in plain 
battle. And so they went into the field, and the 
damsel with them; and there came to encounter 
against them sir Bieoberis de Ganis, and sir Ector de 
Maris. And sir Palomides encountered with sir 
Bieoberis, and either smote other down; and in the 
same wise did sir Safre and sir Ector, and titose two 
couples did battle on foot: then came in sir Lamo- 
racke, and be encountered with the king with the bun* 
deed knights, and smote him quite over his horse's tail; 
and in the same wise be served the king of Nortbgalis; 
and also he smote down king Marsil. And so or 
ever he stinted, he smote down with his spear and 
with -his sword thirty knights. So when duke Ch*. 
leins saw sir Lamoracke dp so great prowess, he would 
not meddle with kirn for shame. And then he charged 
all his knights upon pain of death that none of them 
should touch him, for it were shame to all good 
knights, and that knight were shamed, Then the two 
kings gathered them together, and all they set upon 
sir Lamoracke, and he foiled them not, but rushing 
here and there, smiting on the right band and on tho 
left hand, and rased off many helms: and so the 
haughty prince, and queen Guenever, said they saw 
never no knight do such deeds of arms on horseback. 
“Alas,” said sirLanncelot unto king Bagdemagus, “ I 
wfll arm me and help sir Lamoracke."—“ And I will 
ride With yo« a M said king Bagdemagus." Andwbauthey 
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two were on horseback they came onto sir Lamoracke, 
which stood among thirty knights, and well was him 
that might reach him a buffet; and ever he smote 
full mightily again. Then came there into press sir 
Lauitcelot, and he threw down sir Mador de la Port, 
and with the truncheon of that spear he overthrew 
many good knights, and there king Bagdemagus smote 
on the right hand and on theleft hand marvellously 
well. And then the three kings drew back; and 
therew ith the haughty prince let blow unto lodging, 
and all the heralds gave sir Lamoracke the degree. 
And all this while fought sir Falomidcs and sir Bleo* 
beiis de Ganis, and sir Safre and sir Ector fought on 
foot; never were there four knights evener matched. 
And then were they departed and had uuto their lodg¬ 
ing and unarmed them, and so they went to the great 
feast. But when sir Lamoracke was come unto the 
court, quecu Guenever took him in both her arms and 
said, “ Sir, well have ye done this day.” Then came 
the haughty prince, and he made of him great joy; 
and in’ likewise did sir Dinadan, for he wept for joy. 
But the joy that sir Launcclot made of sir Lamoracke 
no man there might tell. So they went unto their 
rest, and on the morrow after, sir Galahalt, the haughty 
prince, let blow unto the field. 


CHAP CXXXU. 

Of the Fifth Day , and how Sir Lamoracke * 
behaved him. 

HERE beginneth the fifth day. So it befel that 
sir Palomides came in the mean season and proffered 
to joust there, as king Arthur was in a castle there 
beside’ Surluse, and there encountered with him a 
worshipful duke. And there sir Palomides smote 
him over his horse's croup, so that he fell to the earth; 
and this duke was uncle unto king Arthur. Then sir 
Elias, his son, rode unto sir Palomides, and sir Palo- 
tuides served sir F.lias in the same wise. Bo, when 
sir Ewainc saw this, he was wondrous wrath) then ho 
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took his horse and encountered with sir Palomides; 
and sir Palomides smote him so hard, that he went onto 
the earth horse and man. And for to make short 
tale, he smote down three brethren of sir Gawajoe’s, 
that is to say, sir Mordred, sir Gaherit, and sir Agra- 
waine. ** O Jesn,’’ said king Arthur, ” this is a great 
despite of a Saracen, that he shall thns smite down my 
blood.” And therewith king Arthur was wood wrath, 
and thonght to have made him ready to joast: that 
espied sir Lamoracke, that king Arthur and his blood 
were discomfited, and anon he was ready, and asked 
sir Palomides if he would joust any more. ** Why 
should I not,” said sir Palomides. Then they hurt led 
together and brake their spears, and all to shivered 
them, that all the castle rang of their dints. Then 
either of them got a great spear in their hands; and 
they came so fiercely together, that sir Palomides* 
spear all to break, and sir Lamoracke*s did hold: 
Therewith sir Palomides lost his stirrups, and lay up 
right on his horse’s back. And then sir Palomides re¬ 
turned again and took his damsel; and sir Safre re¬ 
turned his way. So when he was departed, king 
Arthur came unto Sir Lamoracke, and thanked him 
of his goodness, and prayed him to tell him hit name. 
** Sir,” said sir Lamoracke, ** wit you well, I owe 
you my service, but as at this time I will not abide here, 
for I see of mine enemies many about me.”'—“ Alas,” 
said king Arthur, *' now I wot well it is sakl sir La¬ 
moracke de Galis. O, sir Lamoracke abide with me> 
and by my crown I shall never fail thee, and not so 
hard in sir Gawaine*s head, nor none of bis brethren 
to do thee any wrong.”—** Sir,” said sir Lamoracke, 
** wrong have they done to me and to you both.”— 
** That is truth,” said king Arthur, ** for they slew 
their own mother and my sister, which me sore 
grieveth. It had been much fairer and better that 
ye had wedded her, for ye are a king’s son as well as 
they.”—** O Jesu,” ‘said the noble knight/ sir Lamo¬ 
racke, unto king Arthur, ** her death shall I never 
forget. I promise you, and make mine avow unto 
God, that I dull revenge ber death as soon as I sen 


by Google 



64 fclNd ARTHUR) AND HlS 

lime convenient; and if it were not at the reverenot 
x>f your highness, I should now have been revenged 
upon sir Gawaine and his brethren.*'—“ Truly,” said 
Idng Arthur, “ I will make yon to accord.*—'“ Sir,* 
arid sir Lamoracke, “ as at this time I may not 
abide with yon; for I must go onto the jourts, where 
u dr Laoncelot is and the haughty prince sir Gai» 
halt,” Then there was a damsel which was daughter 
unto king Ban, and there was a knight Saracen 
which bight sir Corsabrin, and he loved the damsel, 
Und in nowise he ^rbhld suffer her to be married; 
for ever tibis sir Corsabrin noised her, and named her 
that she was out of her mind, and this he letted her, 
that she might be married. 


CHAP. CXXXIII. 

How Sir Palomides fought tvith Sir Corsabrin 
for a Lady , and how Sir Palomides slew Sir 
Corsabrin . 

THEN by fortune this damsel heard tell that sir 
Falomides did much for damsels sake; so she sent 
to him a pensile, and prayed him to fight sir Corsabrin 
for her lqve, and he should have her, and her lands 
of her father**, that should fall unto her. Then the 
damsel sent to sir Corsabrin, and bad him go unto 
sir Palomides, that was a Paynim as well as he; and 
she gave him warning that she had sent him her pen¬ 
sile, and if ye might overcome sir Palomides, she 
would wed him. When sir Corsabrin wist of her 
deeds, then was he wood wrath and angry, aid rode 
to Surluse, where sir Galahalt the haughty prince 
was, and there he found sir Palomides ready, which 
had the pensile; so there they waged battle either with 
other afore sir Galahalt. « Well,’' said the then 
haughty prince, «this day most noble knights joust;" 
they blew to jousts, and in came sir Dinadan, and 
m«t with sir Gerin a good knight, and sir Dinadan 
smote him down over his horse’s croup; and sir Di¬ 
nadan overthrew four knights more, ami there he did 
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peat deeds of arms; wad be bad aecb a ca(tom,lhat 
be loved every good knight, and every good knight 
loved him again. So thee when the haughty prince 
•aw sir Dinaden do so well, be seat ante sir Laance- 
lot, and hade him strike down sir Dioadan, and 
when ye have done so, bring him afore me and 
qneen Gnenever. Then sir Laencelot did as be was 
required; then sir Lamoracke and be smote down 
many knights, and rased off helms, and drove ail the 
knights -afore them ; and so sirLauneelot smote down 
sir Ittnedan, and made his men to nnarm him, and 
so br oeg h t him to the qaeen, and to the haughty 
prinee, and they ianghed at sir Dinsdaa, so sore, that 
they might not stand. “ Well," said air Dinadan, 
“ yet have I no shame, for the old shrewd air 
Laqncelot smote me down ;** so they went to dinner, 
and nil the court had > a good sport at sir Dina* 
dan. Then when dinner was done, they let blow to 
the field, to behold sir Palomides and sir Corsabrin; 
sir Palomides placed his pensile in the midst of the 
field, and then they hurtled both together with their 
spears as: it were thunder, and either smote other 
down to the earth ; and then they drew their swords 
and dressed their shields, and lashed together 
mightily as mighty knights, that well nigh there was 
no piece of harness would hold them; for this air 
Corsabrin was a passing felonious knight. ** Sir 
Corsabrin/’ said sir Palomides, “ wilt thon release 
me yonder damsel and the pensile V* Then was sir 
Corsabrin wrath oat of measure, and gave unto sir 
Patomides snch a buffet, that he made him to kneel 
upon one of his knees. Then sir Talomides arose up 
lightly, and gave him such a buffet upon the helm, 
that he. tell down to the earth, ami therewith he 
rased off his helm and said: “ Y ield thee, or else 
thon shall die of my hands.”—“ Fie on thee,’* said 
sir Corsabrin, “ do the worst (hat thou canst.” Then 
he smote off his bead, and therewithal came a stench 
out of bis body when the soul departed, so that there 
anight nobody abide the savour; so was the corpse 
had away and buried in a wood, because he was 4 
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Paynim. Then they blew unto lodging, and dr Pa. 
loraides was unarmed; then he went unto queen 
Guenever,totbe haughty prince, and onto sir Launee, 
lot: " Sir,** said the haughty prince, “ here hare ye 
seen this day a great miracle by sir Corsabrin, what 
savour there was when the soul departed from the 
body; therefore, sir, we will require you for to take 
the holy baptism upon you; and I promise yon all 
knights will set the more by you, and say more wor¬ 
ship by you.*—“ Sir,” said sir Palotnides, “ I will 
that ye all know, that into this land I am come to 
be christened, and in my heart I am a Christian, and 
christened will I be. But I have made such a vow, 
that I may not be ohristened till that I have done 
seven true battles for Jesu*s sake, and then will I be 
christened; and I trust God will take mine intent, 
for I mean truly,” Then sir Palomides prayed 
queen Guenever and sir Galahalt, the haughty prince, 
to sap with him; and so did both sir Lanncelot and 
sir Lamoracke, and many other good knights. So 
on the morrow they heard their mass, and blew to 
the field, and then the knights made them ready. 


CHAP. CXXXIV. 

Of the Sixth Day t and what then was done . 

HERE beginneth the sixth day. Then came there 
sir Gaheris, and there encountered with him sir Os- 
saill of Surinse, and sir Gaheris smote him over his 
horse’s croup. And then either party encountered 
with other: there were many spears broken, and 
many knights cast from their horses down to Urn 
ground. So there came pfr Doraard and sir Agio, 
yaile, which were brethren unto sir Lamoracke, and 
they met with other two knights, and either smote 
other so hard, that all four knights and horses fell to 
the ground. When sir Lamoracke saw his two bre¬ 
thren down he was wrath out of measure; and then 
he took a great spear in his hand, and therewith he 
emote down four good knights, and then his spev 
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brtfk*. Then he drew out bis sword, and smote about 
him on the right hand and on the left hand, and 
raised hh helm, and polled down many knights, that 
all men marvelled of soch deeds of arms as be did: 
for be fared so that there were many knights that 
fled. 

Then he horsed his brethren again, and said to 
them: “ Brethren, ye ought to be ashamed to fell so 
from yonr horses : what Is a knight bat when he ia 
on horseback ; I set not by a knight when be is on 
foot: for all the battles that are done on foot are bat 
peelers battles ; for there shoo Id no knight fight on 
foot, bat if R were for treason, or else if he were 
driven thereto by force. Therefore, fair brethren, sR 
fast upon yonr horses, or else light never more before 
me.” Daring these words there came in dnke Chaw 
leis, of Clarence: and there encountered with him 
die earl Ulbawes, of Sorlnse, and either of them smote 
other down. Then the knights of both parties horsed 
their lords again; for sir Ector and sir Bleoboria 
were on foot waiting upon the dnke Chaleins of Cla¬ 
rence : and the king with the hundred knights waa 
with the earl Ulbawes. With that came sir Gaheris, 
and lashed at the king with the hnndred knights, and 
he at him again. Then came the dnke Chaleins, and 
departed them. Then they blew unto lodging, and 
the knights unarmed them, and drew them to their 
dinner. And in the midst of their dinner in came 
sir Dinadan, and he began to rail. Then he beheld 
flie haughty prince that seemed to be wrath with some 
fault that he saw: for he had a eastern that he loved 
ho fish; and, because he was served with Ash, the 
Which he hated, therefore he was not merry. And 
When sir Dinadan had well espied the haughty prince, 
he saw where was a fish with a great bead, and he 
served the haughty prince with that fish, and then 
he said onto him thus: “ Sir Galahalt, well may I 
liken yon unto a wolf; for he will never eat no fish, 
hot flesh.** Then the haughty prince laughed at his 
words. u Well,” said sir Dinadan onto sir Lannco, 
to, “ what th« deril do yon in this country; forhwn 
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ragy no mean knights win no worship for thee; and 
I assure thee that I shall never meet thee no 
more, nor also with thy great spear; for I may not 
sit in my saddle when that spear met with n e: and, 
if I be so happy, I shall be aware of that boisteroqs 
spear that thou bearest.” “ Well,” said sir Launce- 
Lot, “ make ever good watch. God forbid that ever 
wc meet, but if it be at a dish of meat.** Then 
laughed queen Guenever and the haughty prince, that 
they might not sit at the table. Thus they made, 
great joy till, on the morrow, and then they heard 
mass, and blew to the field: and queen Guenever, 
and all the estates were set, and judges armed, clean 
with their shields, for to keep the right. 


CHAP, CXXXV. 

Of the Seventh Battle ; and hatv Sir Launcelot , 
being disguised like a Maid, smote dou n Sir 
Dinadan . 

NOW begiuneth the seventh battle. There came 
in the duke Cambines, and there encountered with 
him sir Aristauuce, that was counted a good knight; 
and they met so hard, that either bare other down, 
horse and man. Then came there the earl of Lam- 
ball, and helped the duke again to horse : then came 
there sir Ossayll of Sur 1 use, and he smote the earl 
Lam ball down from his horse. Then they began to 
do great deeds of arms, and many spears were 
broken, and many knights were cast to the earth. 
Then the king of North Wales and the earl Ulbawee 
smote together, tliat all the judges thought it was like 
mortal death. This meanwhile queen Guenever and 
the haughty prince, and sir Lauueelet, made sir Di¬ 
nadan to make him ready to joust. “ 1 would ride 
into the field,” said sir Dinadan; “ but then one of 
you two will meet there with me.”— M Perdieu!” said 
the haughty prince, “ ye may behold and see how 
that we sit here, as judges, with our shields; and 
Alway mayest thou behold w hether that we ait hert 
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or not.** So sir Dinadan departed, and took his horse, 
add met with many knights, • and did passing’ weB: 
-and as he was departed, sir Laancelot disgnised him* 
self, and put upon his armovr a maiden's garment; 
freshly attired. Then sir Latracelot made sir Gall* 
kadin to lead him fiireugh the range; and all men 
had wonder what damsel it was. And so, as sir 
Dinadan came into the range, sir Laancelot, that was 
In the damsel's array, gat sir Galihadin’s spear, and 
ran unto sir Dinadan. And always sir Dinadan look, 
ed up whereas sir Laancelot was ; and then be saw 
one sit in the steed of sir Laancelot all armed. Bnt 
when sir Dinadan saw a manner of damsel, he dread 
perils that it was sir Laancelot disguised : bat sir 
.Laancelot came upon him so fast, that he smote him 
over his horse’s croup. And then, with great scorns, 
they gat sir Dinadan into the forest there beside; and 
there they despoiled him unto his shirt, and pat npon 
’him a woman’s garment; and so they brought him 
•into the field. And then they blew onto lodging; 
and every knight went and unarmed him. Then was 
sir Dinadan brought in among them all: and when 
queen Gnenever saw sir Dinadan so- brought in 
among them all, then she laughed so heartily that 
she fell down, and so did all that were there. “ Well, 1 * 

' said sir Dinadan unto sir Laancelot; “ thou art so 
false, that I can never beware of thee.” Then, by 
the assent of them all, they gave sir Lanneeiot die 
prize. The next was sir Lamoracke de Galls; the 
third was sir Palemides; the forth was king Bagde- 
magns. So these foar noble knights Bad the prize ; 
and there was gredt joy and nobly in all the court. 

1 And on the morrow queen Gnenever and sir Lann- 
celot departed unto king Arthur; bat in nowise sir 
Lamoracke would not go with them. ** I shall un¬ 
dertake,” said sir Launcelot, “ that, and ye will go 
with us to king Arthnr, he shall charge sir Gawaine 
and his brethren never to do you Kurt.”—“ As for 
that,** said sir Lamoracke, “ I will not trust sir Ga¬ 
waine, nor none of his brethren: and wit yon well, 
ihr Laancelot, and it were not for -my ford Hug Ar- 
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thor*s sake^ I would match sir Gawaine, and dll bis 
brethren, well enough. But to say that I will trust 
them, that shall 1 never; and, therefore, I pray yon, 
trecommend me unto my lord, king Arthur, and unto 
all my lords of the round table. And in what place 
Soever I come, I shall do your service unto my 
power: and) sir, it is but late that I was revenged, 
when my lord, king Arthur's kin, were put unto the 
Worst by sir Palotaides.” Then sir Lamoracke de¬ 
parted from sir Launcelot, and either wept at their 
departing. 


CHAP. CXRXVU 

Botv by Treason sir Tristram was brought tmid 
d Tournament for to have been slain, and huttf 
he was put in Prison . 

NOW turn we from this matter, and speak we 
of sir Tristram, of whom this book is principal of, 
a*id leave we the king and the queen, sir Launcelot 
»nri sir Lamoracke : and now here bcginneth the trea¬ 
son of king Marke, that hath ordained against sir 
Tristram. There was cried by the coast of Cornwall 
4 great tournament and jousts ; and all was done by 
Sir Galahalt, the haughty prince, and king Bagdema- 
gus, to the intent to slay sir Launcelot, or else ut¬ 
terly destroy him and shame him; because sir Laun¬ 
celot had alway the higher degree: therefore this 
prince and the king made these Rousts agaiutt dr 
Launcelot; and thus their counsel was discovered 
tanto king Marke, whereof he was full glad: and 
king Marke bethought him, that he would have 
sir Tristram unto that tournament disguised, that no 
man should know him; to that intent that the haughty 
prince should weened that sir Tristram were sir Laun¬ 
celot. So at these jousts there came in sir Tristram, 
and at that time sir Launcelot was not there. But 
when' they saw a knight disguised do such deeds of 
arms, they weened that it had been sir Launcelot; and 
in especial king Marke said it was sir Launcelot 
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plainly. Then there set open Mm both Bn«dc—g— 
and the haughty prince, and their khights, that it waa 
wonder that ever sir Tristram might endure theft 
pain. Notwithstanding for all the pain that sir Trie* 
Warn had, be won the degree at that toarnament, and 
there be hurt and braked many knights, and they 
also hart him, and br aked his woands sore. So when 
the joash were ail done, they knew well that it was 
sir Tristram de Lyons: and ail that were on king 
Marke’s part were glad that dr Tristram was so 
hart; and the other were sorry of hk hart; for 
sir Tristram was nothing so sore beaten aa waS 
sir Laoncelot, in the realm of England. Then came 
king Marke unto sir Tristram, and saidSir ne¬ 
phew, I am fnll sorry of your harts/’—“ God thank 
you, my lord,” said air Tristram. And then king 
Malice made sir Tristram for to be put in a horse Ut¬ 
ter, in sign of great lore, and said: “ Fair nephew, I 
shall be your leech myself.” And so he rode forth 
with Sir Tristram, and brought him to a castle by day¬ 
light. And then king Marke made sir Tristram for 
to eat, and then after be gave him adrink; the which 
as soon as he had drank it, be fell on sleep: and. 
when it was night, he made him for to be carried 
into another castle, and there he pot him in a strong 
prison; and there he ordained a man and a woman 
for to give him his meat and hk drink: so there he 
was a great while. Then was sir Tristram missed, 
and no creature wist where he was become. When 
the queen, la beele Isonde, heard bow sir Tristram was 
missed, privily she sent unto sir Sadocke, and prayed 
him to espy where sir Tristram was. Then sir 8a- 
docke wist that sir Tristram was missed; anon he had 
knowledge that he was put in prison by king Marke 
and the traitors of Magoons. Then sir Sadocke and 
two of his cousins laid them in an ambnahment fast 
by the castle of TintagiJl in arms; and by fortune! 
there came riding by them king Marke and four of 
hk nephews, and a certain of the traitors of Ma- 
gounsi When sir Sadocke espied them, he brake 
tint of the txuhment, and set upon them: and when 
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king Marke espied sir' Sadocke, he fled ai-fogt as be 
might. And sir Sadocke slew all the four nephews 
onto king Marke r but these traitors of Magoons slew 
one of sir Sadocke*s cousins, and gave another a 
great wound in the neck: bat sir Sadocke smote the 
other to death. Then sir Sadocke rode on his way 
nnto a castle that was called Lyons; and there he 
espied of the treason and felony of king Marke: so 
they of the castle rode with sir Sadocke tUl they came 
nnto a castle, that hight Albray; and there in the 
town they found sir Dinas, the seneschal, that was 
a good knight: bat when sir Sadocke had told sir 
Dinas of all the treason of king Marke, he defied 
such a king, and said, he would give up his lands 
that he held of him: and, when he had said these 
words, all manner of knights said as sir Dinas. Then 
by his advice, and by sir Sodocke*s, be let sfoff all 
the towns and castles within the country of Lyons, 
and assembled all the people that they might make. 


CHAT. CXXXVTI. 

How King Marke let do counterfeit Letters 
from the Pope , and how Sir Percivale deli- 
livered Sir Tristram out of Prison. 

RETURN we nnto king Marke, that when he 
was escaped from sir Sadocke, he rode nnto the 
castle of Tlntagill, and there he made great cries and 
noise, and cried nnto harness all that were able to 
bear arms. Then they sought and found where were 
dead four cousins of king Markers, and the traitors 
of Magonns; then the king let bnry them within a 
chapel. Then the king let cry in all the country that 
held of him to go nnto arras, for he understood unto 
war he must needs. 'When king Marke heard and 
understood how sir Sadocke and sir Dinas were risen 
in die country of Lyons, be remembered him of 
•wiles and treason ; lo thus he did: he let do mate 
and counterfeit letters from the pope, and made a 
■rtrenge clerk. to bear them unto king Marke; the 
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HMft letters apeeifted, tintMug MartteafcwMmlra 
Mm ready, tpen pain* of earring with hb bod 
fcr to cone to the pope, to help to go to J e m a l am , 
for to make war apon the Saracens. When tMa 
cterk was cone by the mean of king Mark, 
non forthwith king Marke had Urn to say thus: 
* That and he would go war apon the Saracens, ha 
teeukl be had oat of prison, and to hare aAl kk 
power."' When sir Tristram un derst oo d this letter, 
hen he said thus to the clerk: “ Ah! king Marke, 
ever hast thoe been a traitor, and ever wiit be; bat, 
oierk* said sir Tristram, u say thou dsns unto king 
Marke, Si then the apostle pope hath sent for him, bid 
Mm to go thither himself; for tell him, like a traitor 
Sag as he is, that I will not go at his command, get 
1 out of my prison as I may; for I see I am well re* 
warded for ray true service.* Then the clerk returned 
unto king Marke, and told him of the answer of dr 
Tristram* “ Well," said king Marke, « yet shall he 
be beguiled." So he went into Ms chamber, and 
•Counterfeited other letters; and the letters specified, 
that the pope desired sir Tristram to come himself to 
make war upon the Saracens. When the clerk wxt 
come again unto sir Tristram, and took him these 
letters; then sir Tristram beheld these letters, and 
anon he espied that they were of king Marked coun¬ 
terfeiting. “ Ah V* said sir Tristram, ** false hast thou 
been ever king Marke, and so wilt thou mid." Then 
tee clerk departed from sir Tristram, and came to 
king Marke again; by then there were come four 
wounded knights within the castle of Hntagill, and' 
one of them his neck was nigh broken in twain, ano¬ 
ther had his arm stricken away, the third was borne 
through with a spear, and the fourth had Ms teeth’ 
stricken in twain: and when they came afore king 
Marke, they cried, and said, “ King, why fliest thou 
not, for all this country is risen clearly against thee.*" 
Then was ting Marke wr ath out of measure; and in 
the meanwhile there came into that country dr Per- 
jdvaie de Gabs to seek sir Tristram; and when he 
hsurd say that sir Tristram was in prison, sir Perea- 
VOL* 11* £ 
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vale made clearly the deliverance of au\Triftram by 
his knightly meant. And when he was so delivered* 
he made great joy of sir Percivale, and to did each 
of other* Sir Tristram said onto air Percivale, “ And 
ye will abide in these marshes, I will ride with 
you .”—“ Nay,” said sir Percivale, “ in this country 
may 1 not tarry, for I must needs into Wales.” So 
sir Percivale departed from sir Tristram, and rode 
straight to king Marke, and told him how he had 
delivered sir Tristram; and also, he told the king 
how he had done himself great shame, for to put sir 
Tristram in prison, for he it now the knight of moat 
renown in all the world living; and wit ye well that 
the moat noble knights of the world love sir Tristram, 
and if that he will make war upon you, ye may not 
abide it. “ That is truth,” said king Marke, “ but 1 may 
not love sir Tristram, because he loveth my queen, and 
my wife la beale 1 sonde.”—“ Ah 1 fie, for shame,” 
said sir Percivale, “ say ye never no more so. Are 
ye. not unlike unto sir Tristram, and he your ne¬ 
phew : ye should never think that so noble a knight 
as sir Tristram is, that he would do himself so great 
a villainy for to hold his uncle’s wife. Howbeit,” 
aaid sir Percivale, “ he may love your queen sinless, 
because that she is called one of the fairest ladies of 
the world.” And then sir Percivale departed from 
king Marke; and so when he was departed, king 
Marke he thought him of more treason, notwitt* 
standing that king Marke granted sir Percivale, never 
by no manner of means to hurt sir Tristram. And 
then anon king Marke sent nnto sir Dinas, the sene¬ 
schal, that he should put down all the people that be 
had raised; for he sent him an oath, that he would 
go himself unto the Pope of Rome for to war upon 
the Saracens; and this is a fairer war than thus to 
raise the people against your king. When sir Dinas, 
the seneschal, understood that king Marke w'ould go 
upon the Saracens, then he anon in all the haste he 
might, put down all this people : and w^en the people 
were departed, every man to his home, then king 
tyarke espied where was sir Tristram with 1a beale 
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Jsonde; and there by treason king Marke let take 
him and pat him in prison, contrary to his prnmtsa 
that he made onto sir Perdvaie: when la beak Isondn 
nnderstood that sir Tristram was in prison, e made 
as great a sorrow as ever made lady or gentlewoman. 
Then sir Tristram sent a letter onto la beak Isonde, 
and prayed her to be his good lady; and if it pleased 
her to make a vessel ready for her and him, ha 
would go with her to the realm of Logris, that is In 
dils land. When la beak I sonde understood dr 
Tristram’s letters, and bis intent, she sent him an¬ 
other, and bade him be of good comfort, for she 
would do make the vessel ready, and all things to 
that purpose. Then la beak Isonds sent onto sir 
Pinas, and unto sir Sadocke, and prayed them in 
anywise to take king Marke, and pat him in prison, 
until the time that she and sir Tristram were departed 
unto the realm of Logris. When sir Dinas, the sene, 
arhal, understood the treason of king Marke, be pro* 
mised her again, and sent to her word, that king 
Marke should be put in prison; and, as they had do. 
vised, so it was done. And then sir Tristram waa 
delivered oat of prison, and anon in all the haste la 
beak I sonde and sir Tristram went and took their 
counsel with those that they would have with them, 
when they departed. 


CHAP. CXXXVIII. 

How that Sir Tristram and la beale Isonde 
came into England , and how that Sir jLaunce- 
lot brought them unto Joyous Gard. 

THEN la beale Isonde and sir Tristram took 
their vessel and came by water into this country: and 
so they were not in this country four days, bat there 
came a cry of joasta and tournaments, which king 
Arthur let make. When sir Tristram heard tell of 
that tournament, he disguised himself ami la beale 
Isonde, and-rode unto that tournament; and, when he. 
tame there, be sow many knights joust and toamey. 
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And so sir Tristram dressed bin unto the ring, aasE, 
for to make short conclusion, be overthrew fburtten 
knights of the round' table. And when sir Lanncetot 
law how all these knights were overthrown, si* 
Laoneelot dressed him onto sir Tristram; that saw 
la beale I sonde, how that sir Lanncelot was coma 
Into the held. Then la beale Isonde sent ante si* 
lanncelot a ring, and bade him wit that it was si* 
Tristram de Lyons. Then when sir Lanncelot un» 
derstood that sir Tristram was there, he waa right 
glad, and would not joust. Then sir Lanncelot 
espied whither that sir Tristram rode, and then he 
rode after him, and then either made of other right 
great joy ; and so sir Lanncelot brought sir Tristram 
and la beale Isonde unto Joyous Gard, the which, 
was his own castle that he had won with his owh 
hands. And there sir Lsuncelot pot that castle into 
their governance as their own, and wit yon well that 
c as t le was right well garnished and furnished for a 
king and a queen there to have sojourned ; and sir 
Lanncelot charged all his people to honour them and 
love them as they would do himself. So sir Launce- 
lot departed, and rode to king Arthnr; and then ha 
told queen Guenever how he that jousted so well at 
the last tournament was' sir Tristram ; and there ha 
told her how he had with him la beale Isonde maagvw 
king Marke; and so queen Gnenever told all this 
unto her lord king Arthnr. When king Arthnr wist 
that sir Tristram was escaped and cqme from king 
Marke, and had brought la beale Isonde with him, 
then was he passing glad. So, because of sir Tris- 
trim, king Arthur let make a cry, that on May day 
should be a tournament before the castle of Lonazep; 
and. that castle was fast by Joyous Gard. Aiyi thus 
king Arthur devised, that all the knights of tkuland, 
of Cornwall and of North Wales, should joust against 
all these countries: Ireland, Scotland, and the rem¬ 
nant of Wales, and the country of Gore, of Sorluse, 
and-of Listinoiae, and they of Northumberland, and 
all they that held lands of king Arthur on this half 
the sea. When Uqs cty was made, many knights 
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ww glad, and maay were not glad. “Sir* arid Ar 
Xaopceiot unto king Arthur, ** by this cry which ye 
have made, ye will pot os that be a boat yoa in great 
jeopardy, for there be many knight* that have great 
envy at ns; therefore, when.we shall meet at that 
day of jousts, there will be hard shift among ns.”— 
“ As for that,"* said king Arthur, “ I care not, there 
shall we prove who shall be best of his lands.” So 
When sir JLauneelot understood wherefore king Ar¬ 
thur made this jousting, then he made such purvey, 
ance, that la beale I sonde should behold the jousts 
in a secret place that was honest for her estate. 

Now torn we unto sir Tristram and la beale 
Isonde, how they made great joy daily together with 
all manner of mirths that they could devise; and 
every day sir Tristram would ride on hunting, for sir 
Tristram was at that time called the best chacer of 
the world, and the noblest blower of an horn of all 
manner of measures. Por, as books report of sir 
Tristram, came all the good terms of venery and of 
hunting, and the sires and measares of blowing of an 
horn; and of him we had first all the terms of 
hawking, and which were beasts of chace, and beasts 
of venery, and which were vermius, and all the 
blasts that belong to all manner of games; first to 
the groupling, to the seeking, to the re-chace, to the 
flight, to the death, and to strike; and many other 
blasts and terms, that all manner of gentlemen have 
cause to the world’s end to praise sir Tristram, and 
lo pray for his soul. 


CHAP. CXXXTX. 

by the Counsel of la beale I sonde. Sir Tris¬ 
tram rode armed ; and how lie met with Sir 
Palomides . 

• SO, upon a day, la beale Isonde said unto sir 
Tristram, ** I marvel me greatly," said she, “ that ye 
remember not yourself, bow that ye be in a strange 
toontry, and here be many perilous knights; and 
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■led well ye wot that king Marke is fall of treasoifj 
and that ye will ride thus, for to chace and hunt, un¬ 
armed, ye might be destroyed ."— u My fair lady, and 
my love, I cry you mercy; I will no more do so." 
Go then sir Tristram rode daily ou hunting armed* 
and his men bearing his shield and his spear. So on 
a day, a little before the month of May, sir Tristram 
chased an hart passing eagerly, and so the hart pass¬ 
ed by a fair well; and then sir Tristram alighted, 
and put off his helm, for to drink of that well ; 
right so he heard, and saw the questing beast come 
unto the well. So when sir Tristram espied that 
beast, he put bis helm upon his head ; for lie deemed 
he should hear of Palomides : for that beast was in 
the quest. Right so, sir Tristram saw where came a 
knight, all armed, upon a noble courser, and he s»> 
luted him; and they spake of many things: and this 
knight’s name was sir Ereuse saunce Pitie. And 
right so, forthwith there came to them the good 
knight, sir Palomides, and either saluted other, and 
speak fair that one to that other. “ Fair knights," 
said sir Breuse saunce Pitie, “ I can tell you tidings." 
—" What is that?” said those knights. “ Sirs, wit 
you well," said he, “ that king Marke is put in prb> 
son by his own knights, and all Was for love of sir 
Tristram; because king Marke had put sir Tristram 
twice in prison. And on sir Percivale delivered the 
nohle knight, sir Tristram, out of prison; and, at the 
last time, the queen la bcale Isonde delivered him, 
and went clearly away with him in this realm; and 
all this while king Marke, the false traitor, is in 
prison."—“ Is this truth V* said sir Palomides; “ then 
hastily shall we hear of sir Tristram: and, as for to 
say that T love la beale Isonde’s paramour, I dare 
make good that I do; and that she bath my sendee 
above all other ladies, and shall have, the tefrn of my 
life." And right so, as they stood talking, they saw 
before them where came a knight, all armed, upon a 
great horse, and one of his men bear a shield, and 
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dressed him tojoiut. ** Fair fellows,” o$d lYMnun^ 
“ yonder is a knight that will joust with ns^ let os 
see which of us shall encounter with him; for I sea. 
well he is of king's Arthur's court ."—** It shall not 
be long or he be met withal,” said sir Palomides; 
“ for I found never no knight, in my quest of this 
questing beast, but and he would joust,* I never re¬ 
fused him.”—“ As well may I,” said dr Breuso 
sannee Pitie, “ follow that beast as ye .”—** The* 
shall ye do battle with me,” said sir Palomides. So 
sir Palomides dressed him unto the other knight, dr 
Bleoberis, that was a foil noble knight, and nigh kin 
unto sir Launcelot; and they met so hard, that dr 
Palomides fell to the earth, horse and man. Then sir 
Bleoberis cried aloud, and said, “ Make thee rsudy, 
thou false traitor, knight, sir Breuse sannee Pitie ; 
for wit thou well, certainly I will have lo do with 
thee to the uttermost, for all the noble knights and 
ladies which thou hast falsely betrayed.” When this 
false knight and traitor, air Breuse sannee Pitie, 
heard him say so, he took his horse by the bridle, 
and fled his way as fast as his horse might run: for 
he was sore afraid of him. When sir Bleoberis saw 
him, he followed fast after him, through thick and 
thin; and, by fortune, as dr Breuse sauuce Pitie fled 
thus, he saw before him three knights of die round 
table : of the which, the one bight, sir Ector de 
ris; that other hight, sir Per civile de Galis; unci' 
that other hight, sir Harry le flse Lake, a good: 
knight, and a hardy. And, as for sir Fercivale de 
Galis, he was called, that time, one of the best 
knights in the world. When sir Breuse saw these 
three knights, he rode straight unto them, and cried, 
aloud unto them, and prayed them of rescues*. 
“ What need have ye,” said sir Ector* “ Ah I fair 
knights,” said sir Breuse, “ here follow me the most 
traitor knight, and most coward, and most of vil¬ 
lainy, his name is sir Breuse sannee Pitie; and if that 
he may get me, he will slay me, without any mercy 
or pity.”—“ Abide here with us,” said sir Percivale, 
"sand we shall warrant you*” Then were they warr; 
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pfrsirBledberis, that oameridiag in all the haifc 
iaatke rnigbt. Then airEotor put himself forth for to 
Joust, afore them -all; and when-sir Bleoberis saw 
that they Were four knights, and he but himself alone, 
he Stood in a doubt whether he would turn or hold his 
way. Thor be said to himself, “ I am a knight of 
the round table, mid rather than I should shame 
mane oath and my blood, I will hold my way, 
whatsoever fail thereof.” And so then sir Ector 
dressed his spear, and smote either other passing 
sore; -bat sir Ector fell to the earth. That sir Per- 
dvale and he dressed his horse toward him all that 
ever he might drive; but sir Fercivale bad such a 
stroke, that both bone and man fell to the earth. 
'When sir Harry saw that they were both , on the 
earth, he said unto himself, “ That sir Breuee satrace 
PWe was (never of such prowess.” So sir Hany 
dressed his horse, and they met together so strongly, 
that both hones and knights fell to the earth; bdt 
air Bleoberfe’s horse began to recover again. That 
saw -sir t reuse, and he came burthug, and smote him 
ever and over; and wonld have slain him as be lay- 
on the ground. Then sir Harry le fife Lake arose 
lightly, and took the bridle of sir Breuse’s horse, and 
said, “ Fie, for shame! strike never a knight when 
he is on the ground. For this knight may he called 
no shameful knight, of his deeds and acts; for 
as men- mey see there, as he lieth upon the ground, 
he hath done worshipful, and put unto the worse 
passing good knights.”—“ Therefore will I not let,” 
said sir Brense tauuce Pitie. “Thou shalt not chase,” 
said sir Hairy, “ as at this time.” And when air 
Brense saunce Pitie saw that he might not chose, ner 
have his unhappy will, he spake fair: and then -dr 
Harry let him go. And then anon be made his horse 
tt> ran over sir Bleoberis, ami rushed him unto the 
earth, as though he would have slain hint. And 
When sir Harry saw him do so viiiamomUy, be cried, 
“ Traitor knight, leave off, for shame of thyself.” 
And as 1 sir Harry would have taken his horse, for te 
fight with Wr £ reuse, thru air .Breast tm.Hfm 
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Uw, m he wm half a pot Us horse* tad aaota Mm 
down, both bone and man to tbe earth, and bad 
near alJn dr Harry, tbe good knight. That aaw air 
Fereivale, and then be cried, “ Traitor kaigUl what 
doest thou.” And when air Peadvale wm apon Ida 
'bone, air Breoae took faia boras and fled ail that ever 
be might. And air Perdvaie and air. Harry fol l owed 
after him Cast: bat ever tbe longer they chased, the 
farther they were behind. Then they tamed again, 
and came to air Ector de Maria, and air Bleobcria. 
“ Ah I ftir knight,” said sir Bleobcria, “ why have 
ye succoured this false knight and traitor t”—“ Why,* 
said air Harry, “ what knight is be 1 for well I wot 
he is a false knight/' said air Harry, " and a cow¬ 
ard, and felonious knight."—“ Sir," said sir Bleobcria, 
M he is of all cowards the moat coward, and a do. 
voorer of ladies; and a dedroyer of good knights, 
and especially of king Arthur's.”—“ What la your 
name!" said air Ector. “ My name is air Bleobcria 
de Ganis.”—“ Alas I fair cousin,” said sir Ector, 
“ forgive it me; for I am sir Ector da Maria.” 
Then air Perdvale and dr Harry made gieat joy, 
that they had met with air Bieoberia; but all they 
were heavy, that air Breuae was escaped them, 
whereof they made great dole and sorrow. 


CHAP. CXL. 

Of Sir Palomides, and how he met with Blcobe- 
ris and with Sir Ector, and of Sir Perdvale . 

RIGHT so, as they stood thus, there came air 
Palomides, and when be saw tbe shield of. sir Bleo- 
beris lie upon the earth, “ Then,” said sir Palomides,. 
“ he that oweth that shield, let him dress him. to 
meet me, for he smote mo down here fast by &- 
fountain, and therefore I will fight with him on foot.” 
—“ I am ail ready,” said sir Bleoberis, “ here to 
answer thee; for wit thou well, air knight, it was I, 
and my »«"* is air Bieoberia de Ganis.”—“ Well art 
thou met,” sakl air Palomides; “ and wit thou well, 
E 3 
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my name-is dr Palomkkt, the Saraeeu;” mdeUkm 
Of ihera hated other to the death.—" Sir Palomidea,’* 
add sir Ector, “ wit thou well there is aeither thou, 
dor no kdght that be&reth life, that slayeth any of 
our Mood, but he shall die for it; therefore, and them 
Hit to fight, go seek sir Laaacelot, or air Tristram, 
and there shall ye find your matches .”—** With then* 
have I mat,” said sir Pakunides, “ but 1 had nerer no 
wa rd dP of them."—'* Was there never no manner of 
knight” said sir Ector, * but they that ever matched, 
with you f”—•** Yea,” said sir Palomides, “ there was 
the third, a good knight as any of them; and, of hit 
age, he was the best that ever I found : for and he 
might have lived till that he had been aa hardier 
man; there liveth no knight now such; and Manama 
was sir Lamoracke da Galis. And, aa ha had jousted 
at a tournament there, he overthrew me and thirty 
knights more, and there he won the degree; and, at 
Ms‘departing, them met him sir Gawaine and Mu 
brethren, and, with great pain, they slew him fe)o> 
Piously, auto all good knights great damage.” And 
ashen dr Perdvale heard that his brother, sir Lamo- 
reeke, was dead, be fell over Ms horse's mane ha a 
awoou, and there he made the most greatest dole that 
ever knight made; and when air Peidvale arose op, ho 
said, “ Alas I my good and noble brother, air Lamo- 
racke, now shall we never meet together, I trow: in 
all the world a man might not ftnd such a knight aa 
kg was, of his age; and it is too ranch to suffer the 
death of our father, king Pellinore, and now the 
death of our good brother, dr Lamoracke.’' Then, 
in the meanwhile, there came a varlet from king Ar¬ 
thur’s court, and told them of the great tournament 
that should be at Lonaaap, and how there lands of 
Cornwall and North Wales should be again* all them 
that should come. 
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CHAP. CXU. 

*y/r Tristram met with Sir Dinadan, and 
a/ their Devices, and what he said unto Str 
G aw vine's Brethren, 

* NOW tarn we onto dr Tristram, tbeP, at he rod* 
«■ hooting he me$ with dr Dinadan, that was none 
■into that country for to seek dr Tristram. Then dr 
Dinadan told sir Tristram his name, bat sir Tristram 
w<mM not tell his name; wherefore dr Dinadan was 
wrath. " For such a foolish knight as ye are,” said 
dr Didadan, " I sad hot late today, lying by a 
well, and he fared as he had slept; and there he Ugr 
dke a fool groaning, and weald not speak, and tap 
dneld lay by him; and well I wot he was a lover/* 
'—“ Ah! Mr sir," said Tristram, “ are ye not h 
lover."— f* Marry, fie upon that craft," said dr Dina- 
dan."—" That is evil arid,” quoth dr Tristram; " for n 
ktdght tmy never be of prowess, bat If he he a lover.** 
It is wed said," qaoth air Dinadan; " new tsH 
me yowr name, nth ye be a lover, er else I shall is 
battle with yon.”—" As for that," said dr Tristram, 
" it Is no reason to light with sne bat I tell yon my 
dame: as for my namediaU ye not know at at thia 
thnh."-" Fie, for shame," said dr Dinadan f* art 
thou a knight, and dared not tell tnethy name, there¬ 
fore 1 will fight with tbee.”—" As for that,” said dr 
Tristram, “ I will he advised; for I will net fight 
bat if me list; and if I do battle," said dr Tristram, 
** ye are not able for to withstand me."—" Fla op 
thee, coward," said sir Dinadan. And thus, as they stfii 
doued, they saw a knight eome riding against them. 

lo!" said air Tristram, " see where cometh a knight 
aiding that wtti joast with yoa." Anon, as dr Dina¬ 
dan beheld him, he said, " It is the same dotting 
•knight that I saw lie by the well, neither sleeping ner 
-waldng.”—“ Well,” said sir Tristram, " I know that 
knight foil well, with the cekmrcd shield of lustre ; 
he is the king's hen of Northumberland, whose name 
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1b sir Epinogris, and he is as great a lover as I know; 
and be loveth the king's daughter of Wales, a fur 
lady. And now, 1 suppose," said dr Tristram, " and y« 
require him, he will joust with you; and then shall ye 
prove whether a lover be a better knight or ye, that 
will not love no lady."—" Well,” said sir Dinadan, 
“ now shalt thou see what I shall do; and therewith 
air Dinadan spake on high, and said, 44 Sir knight, 
make thee ready to joust with me; for it is the caa- 
tout of aU errant-knights one for to joust with an¬ 
other.”— 44 Sir,” said sir Epinogris, ** is that the rule of 
you errant-knights, to make a knight joust whether ha 
Will <n* not.”—Then said sir Dinadan, 44 as for that, make 
thee ready, for here is for me.” And therewith they 
spurred their horses, and met together so bard, that 
tdr Epinogris smote down dr Dinadan. Then sir 
Tristram rode to str Dinadan, and said to him, “ How 
la it with yon now; methinketh that the lover hath 
right well sped.”—" Fie upon thee, coward,” said 
Dinadan; “ and, if thou be any good knight, now re¬ 
venge my shame.”—“ Nay,” said air Tristram, ** I 
will not joust as at this time; but take your horse, 
and let us go from hence.”—" God defend me,” said 
mr Dinadan, 44 from thy fellowship, for I never aped 
well sith I met with thee.” And so they departed. 
" Well,” said sir Tristram, “ perad venture I could toft! 
yon tiding* of sir Tristram."—“ God defend me,” 
said sir Dinadan, 44 from thy fellowship ; for sir Trio, 
tram were much the worse and he were in thy com¬ 
pany.” And then they departed. “ Sir” said sir 
Tristram, “ yet it may happen that I shall meet with 
you in other places.” And so sir Tritsram rode unto 
Joyous Gard, and there heard in that town great 
noise and cry. “ What meaneth this noise t* said air 
Tristram.”—“ Sir,” said they, " here is a knight of 
this castle, which hath been long among us, and right 
now he is slain, with two knights; and for none 
other cause but tint our knight said, that air Lannea- 
lot was a better knight than was sir Gawaine.”— 
‘‘ That was but a simple cause,” said sir Tristram, 
“ u> »Uy a good knigh t , beoaoaa ba said wed by Ms 
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■Mr/*—“ That is bat a Uttk remedy unto us" sold 

the men of the town; “forif dr Uunorict had boon 
here, toon we shoold have been revenged upon these 
/alee knight*.” When dr Tristram heard thorn say so, 
incontinent he sent for his shield and for bis spear, and 
lightly, within a little while, he had overtaken them, 
he bid them torn, and amend that they had miadone. 
“ What amends wouldst tboe havef" said that one 
knight. And therewith they took their coarse, and 
either met other so hard, that Nr Tristram smote 
down that knight over his horse’s croup. Then the 
other knight dressed him unto sir Tristram ; and in 
the same wise as be served the Aral knight, so be 
served him; and then they got them upon their feet, 
as well as they might, and dressed their shields and 
their swords, to do their battle unto the uttermost. 
“ Knights," said afar Tristram, “ ye shall tell me of 
whence ye are, and what be your names; for such 
men ye might be, he should hard escape my hands, 
and ye might be such men, of such a country, that 
for ail yonr evil deeds ye should pais quiet."—* Wk 
thou well, sir knight," said they, “ we fear us not to 
tell thee our names: for my name is sir Agravaine le 
Desirous; and my name is dr Gaheris, brother unto the 
good knight afar Gawaine, and we be nephews unto 
the noble king Arthur.”—“ Well," said dr Tristram, 
•* for king Arthur's sake I shall let you pass as at this 
time; bat it is a great shame," said sir 'Tristram, 
** that sir Gawaine, and ye that be come of a great 
Mood, the ye four brethren be so named as ye be; 
■for ye be called the greatest destroyers and murderers 
of good knights that be in this realm t for it is but 
'late a gone (as I heard say), that sir Gawaine and ye 
•lew among you a better knight than ever ye were; 
which was tfae noble knight sir Lamoracke de Galia: 
and had it pieaasd God," said sir Tristram, “ I would 
1 had been by dr Lamoracke at his death."—“ Then 
shouldst than have gone the same way as be did," said 
sir Gaheris.”—•“ Fair knights," said sir Tristram, 
“ then had it been need to have been many more 
knights than y« arc," And therewith sir Tristram 
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departed from them, and rbde toward Joyoa»0*#: 
and so, when he was departed, they took they horses, 
and said the one to the other, “ We wifi overtake 
-him, and be revenged upon him in the despite of air 
lamoracke.” 


CHAP. CLXTT. 

flow Sir Tristram smote down Sir Aigravaine 
and Sir Gaheris ; and how Sir Dinadan was 
sent for by the Queen la beale Isotide . 

SO when *ey had overtaken sir Tristram, and 
sir Agravaine bade him, “ Tarn, traitor knight!”— 
** That is evil said,” quoth sir Tristram. And he 
•therewith drew out his sword, and smote sir Agra¬ 
vaine such a mighty buffet upon the helm, that he 
tumbled down from his horse in a swoon, and had 
, a grievous wound : and then sir Tristram turned him 
unto sir Gaheris, and he smote his sword and Iris 
helm together with such a might, that sir Gaheris fell 
out of his saddle : and so sir Tristram rode straight 
unto Joyous Gard, and there he alighted and un¬ 
armed him. So sir Tristram told la beale Isonde of 
all his adventures as ye have heard before; and 
. when she heard him tell of sir Dinadan, she said, ** Is 
not fiat he that made the song by king Market”— 

. ** That same is he,” said sir Tristram ; “ for he is of 
• all men die best boarder and japer, and is also a 
■ good knight of his hands, and the best fellow that I 
know, and all good knights love bis fellowship.”— 
“ Alas!” said she, " why brought ye not h*m with 
you?’—“ Have ye no caret” said sir Tristram * 
for be ridcth for to seek me in this country ; and 
therefore, he will not away dll that he hath met 
With me.” And there sir Tristram told la beale 
Isonde how sir Dinadan held against all tovera: and 
even-so there came In a varlet, and told sir Tristram 
.how there was come in van errant-knight into the 
town, with such colour* upon his shield. ” That is 
Dinadan,” said sir Tristram. “ Writ ye whet-ye 
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shell do?” mid dr Tridsam: “send ye for Mm, mf 
lady Isonde, and l wiU net bents; sod ye dad 
bear the merriest kmght that ever ye spake withal; 
asd the maddest talker *, asd 1 pray you heartily that 
ye make him good cheer.” Then anew la beale 
Jaonde tent into the tows, and prayed dr Disadan 
that he would come into the cattle, and rat him with 
hit lady. ** With a good will,” said dr Dinadm. 
And so he moon ted epos hit horse, and rede into the 
castle; and there be alighted, and was unarmed, and 
brought into the castle. Anon la beale laonde came 
unto him, and either saluted other. Then she 
asked him of whence he was? « Madam,’* said dr 
Dinadan, w I am of king Arthur's coart, and knight 
of the round table; and my name is sir Dinadan.”-— 
“ What do, ye in this coentry V said la bealp Isonde. 
—“ Madam,” said he, “ I seek the noble knight, sir 
Tristram; for it was told me that he was in this 
country.”—** It may well he,” spdd ia beale Isonde; 
** but I am not aware of him.”—** Madam,” said sir 
Dinadan, ** I marvel of dr Tristram, and more 
other lovers, what aileth them to be so mad, and so 
assotted upon women.”—** Why,” said * la beale 
Isonde, ** are ye a knight, and be ye no lover f it is 
shame onto yon! w he re fore, ye may not be called 
a good knight, bet if that ye make a quarrel for a 
lady.”—>** God defend me,” said sir Dinadan; “ for 
the joy of love is too short, and the sorrow, and what 
cometh thereof, endareth over long.”—“ Ah!” said 
la beale ‘Isonde, ** say ye not so ; for here fast by. 
was the good knight, dr Bleoberb, which fought with 
three knights at once for a* damsel’s sake ; and he 
woo her before the king of Northumberland.”—** It 
was so,” saiddr Dinadan; ** for I know him well 
for a good knight aod a noUe, and come of noble 
blood: for all be noble knights of whom he is comer 
of ; that is, sir L auo celot da Lake.”—** Now, I pray 
you,” said la beale Isonde, ** tell me, will ye fight 
for pay love with three knights that done me gnat 
wnmg? and insomuch as ye be a knight of king 
Arthur's court, I require yon to do battlf with, me.” 
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Then sir Dinadan said,—“ I shall say unto you, y» 
are as fair a lady as ever I saw any, and much fairen 
than fa my lady, queen Gaenever But wit ye well, 
at one word, that I wiU not fight for you with three 
knights, Jesu defend me 1” Then la beale lapnde 
laughed, and had good game with him: so he had all 
the cheer that she might make him. And there he 
lay aU that night; and, on the morrow early, sir 
Tristram armed him: and la beale Isonde gave him 
a good helm. And then he promised her, that he 
■would meet with sir Dinadan, and they two would 
ride together unto Lonaeep, where the tournament 
should be; and there shall I make ready for you, 
where ye shall see the tournament. Then departed 
sir Tristram, with two ’squires, that bare his shield 
and his spears, which were great and long. 


CHAP. cxtm. 

Sow Sir Dinadan met with Sir Tristram; and 
how, with jousting wUh Sir Palomides , Sir 
Dinadan knew him, 

THEN, after that, sir Dinadan departed, and rode 
his way a great pace, till he had overtaken sir Tria- 
tram; and, when sir Dinadan had overtaken him, he 
knew him anon, and hated the fellowship of him 
above all other knights. “Ahl" said air Dinadan, 
* art thou that coward knight, which I met with 
yesterday ? Keep thee; for thou shalt joust with me 
maugre thy head.”— 44 Well," said sir Tristram, “ and 
I am loth to joust." And so they let their horses nn, 
and sir Tristram missed of him wilfully; and sir Di- 
narian brake his spear upon sir Tristram: and there- 
with sir Dinadan began to draw out his sword. 
« Not so,” said sir Tristram: why are ye so wrath f 
I will not fight. ’—“ Fie on thee, coward t” said sir 
Dinadan; “ thou shamest all knight*."—' 4 As for 
that," said sir Tristram, 44 1 care not; for I will wail 
upon you, and be under your protection, for because 
ye are to good a knight, ye may save me.'V? The. 
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IpvAdeUvarme of thee!” Mid air Dlmdan; -U* 
thou art as goodly a man of ana, and of toy pe* 
ton, as ever I saw, aad4he most-coward that ««r X 
saw. What wilt thou do with those great spears that 
fhoo earnest with thee'T —“ I shall give them," said 
sir Tristram, “ to-some good height when I come to 
the tournament; and, if I see you do heat, I shall 
give them to -yon." So thus, as they rede tat king, 
they saw where come a knight-errant before them, 
dressing him for to joust. M Lol” said sir Tristram, 
** yonder is one will joest: new dress thee to him." 
—“ A shame betide thee!" said sir Dtaadan. “ Nay, 
not so," said sir Tristram; “ for that kaight seemeth 
a shrew."—•“ Then shall I," said air Dinadan. And 
•o they dressed their shields and their spears; and 
they met together so hard, that the other knight 
smote down sir Dinadan from his hone. “ Lo," 
said sir Tristram, “ it had been better that ye had 
left.”—“ Fie on thee, coward l” said hr Dinadan. 
Then hr Dinadan started op, and gat his sword 
hi his hand, and proffered to do battle on foot. 

Whether in love, or in wrath V* said the 
other kaight. “ Let as do battle in love," said hr 
Dinadan. “ What is your name I" said that knight; 
M I pray yea tell me."— 4 “ Wit ye well, my name is 
hr Dinadan."—*“ Ah! sir Dinadan," said that knight, 
“ and my name is hr Gareth, the youngest brother 
not© sir Gawaine.” Then either made of other great 
joy ; for this sir Gareth was die best knight of all 
those brethren, and he proved a fall good ludght. 
Them they took their horses, end there they spake of 
hr Tristram, Aow he was each a coward; and every 
ward hr Tristram heath, and laughed them to scorn. 
Then were they aware where there came a kaight 
before them, well horsed and welt armed. “ Fair 
knights,” said air Tristram, “ look between yea, who 
shall Jeost with yonder knight; for I warn you I 
will not have to do with him."—“ Then shall I," 
arid sir .Gareth. And so they encountered together; 
and there that knight emote down hr Gareth over 
hit horse** afcwp. “Uow,tmw,” mid sir Tsihram 
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onto sir Dinadan, “ dress thee now, and revenge the 
good knight, sir Gareth.”—** That shall I not,” said 
air Dinadan; “for he hath stricken down a much 
bigger knight than I am.”—** Ah I” said sir Tristram, 
** now, sir Dinadan, I see and perceive full- well that 
your heart fkileth you ; therefore, now shall ye see 
what I shall do.” And then sir Tristram hurtled nnto 
that knight, and smote him quite from his horse; 
and, when sir Dinadan saw that, he marvelled 
greatly ; and then he deemed in himself that it was 
sir Tristram. Then the knight that was on foot 
dressed his shield, and drew out his sword for to dor 
battle. “ What is your name V* said Bir Tristram—. 
** Wit you well,” said the knight, “ my name is dr 
Palomides.”—“ What knight hate ye most?” said sir 
Tristram. “ Sir knight,” said he, ** I hate sir Tris¬ 
tram to the death; for, and I may meet with him, 
the one of ns shall die.”—“ Ye say well,” said sir 
Tristram ; ** and wit ye well that I am air Tristram 
He Lyons: and now do your Worst.” When sir Pa¬ 
lomides heard him say so, he was astonished; and 1 
then he said thus“ I pray yon, sir Tristram, forgive 
me mine evil wilt; and, if I live, I shall do you ser¬ 
vice above all other knights that be living: and there, 
as I have owed you evil will, me sore repenteth. I 
wot not what aileth me; for me seemeth that ye 
are a good knight, and none other knight,dial nameth 
himself a good knight, should not hate yon. There¬ 
fore, I require you and pray you, sir Tristram, take, 
no displeasure at my unkind words.”—** Sir Palo- 
mides ” said sir Tristram, “ ye say well, and well I 
wot ye are a good knight; for T have seen yotr 
proved, and many great enterprises have ye taken 
upon yon, and ye owe me well have ye achieved 
them. Therefore,” said sir Tristram, “ evil well ye 
may right it; for I am ready at your hand/’—** Not 
so, my lord sir Tristram; I will do you knightly 
service in all things, as ye will command me.”— 
** And so will I take yon,” said sir Tristram. And 
»o they rode forth on their way, talking of many 
things. “ O my lord, sir Tristram/* said sh» Dkia- 
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4*n, •* fofil have ye mocked me! for, God know : 
•*, I came Into this country for your sake, and by 
be advice of my lord, sir Launcclot; and yet would 
■ot sir Lanncelot tell me the certain of yon, where I 
show id find yon ."—** Truly," said sir Tristram, “ sir 
Lanncelot wist well enough where I was; tor I 
•bode wkhin hit ova castle of Joyous Gard.* 


CHAP. CXLIV. 

Bow they approached, the Castle of Lonaxep j 
and of other Devices of the Death of Sir La- 
moracke . 

THUS they rode, until they were aware of the 
castle of Lonazep; and then they were aware of 
tour hundred tents and pavilions, and marvelloo* 
great ordinance. “ So God-me help/* said sir Tris¬ 
tram, “ yonder I see the greatest ordinance that 
ever I mw .* r — u Sir,'**" said sir Palo mid es, “ me seem- 
fth there was as great an ordinance at the castle of 
Maidens upon the rock, where ye won the prise; for 
I saw myself where ye four jousted thirty knights.* 
Sir * said sir Dinadan and sir Surtnse, “ at that 
tournament that sir Galahalt, of the Long Isles, made, 
the which lasted seven days, was as great a gathering 
as is here; for there were many nations.**—“ Who 
was die best T said sir Tristram. “ Sir, it was sir 
Lanncelot da Lake, and the noble knight, sir Lamo- 
rackede Oalis.’*—“ Sir Laancdot won the degree, I 
doubt not;** said sir Tristram, " so that he had not 
been overmatched with many knights. And of the 
death of sir Lamoracke,** said sir Tristram, u it was 
over great pity; for I dare say that he wa» the clean¬ 
est mighted man, and toe best winded of his age, that' 
was on live r for I knew him that he was the biggest m 
knight that ever I met withal, bat if it were sir 
Lanncelot. Alas!** said sir Tiistram, “ full woe is 
me of his death; and, if they were all the consins 
of my lord, king Arthur, that knew him, they should 
die tor it, and aU those tout were consenting to kia 
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death. -And for such things,” said air Tristram, ft I 
fear to draw onto the coart of my lord, king Ar¬ 
thur : I will that ye wit it/' said sir Tristram to dr 
■Gareth. “ Sir, I blame you not,” said sir Gareth; 
** for well I understand the vengeance of my bre¬ 
thren, sir Gawaine, sir Agravame, air Gaheris, and 
air Mordred. Bat for me,” said Gareth, “ I meddle 
■not of their matters: there is none of ’them that lov- 
eth me; and I understand they be murtherers of 
good. I left their knight company, and would God 
I had been by,” said sir Gareth, “ when the noble 
knight, sir Lamoracke, was slain .”—“ No#, as Jemt 
be my help,” said sir Tristiam, “ it fa well said Of 
you; for 1 had leaver, than all the gold between this 
and Rome, I bad been there .”— ff Truly,” said dr 
Paiomides, “ 1 would I had been there; and yet 
be had never the degree at any jousts there as he 
was, bat he pat me to the worm on foot, or on 
horseback ; and, that day that he was stain, he did 
the most deeds of arras thp ever I saw knight do all 
the days of my life. And wbentbe degree was given 
him by my lord, king Arthur, air Gawaine and his 
three brethren, sir Agravaine, sir Gaheris, and sir 
Mordred, in a privy place; and there they dew -hie 
horse: and so they fought with him on foot mono 
than three hours, both before him and behind him. 
And dr Mordred gave him his death wound behind 
him, at his back, and all to hewed him: for one of his 
’squires told me that saw it.”—“ Fie open treason”” 
said sir Tristram ; “ for it kilieth-my heart to hear 
this tale.”—■'* 8© doth it mine” said sir Gasetfc; 
brethren, as they be mine, I shall never love them, 
nor draw sue to their fellowship for that deed. 1 '— 
“ Now speak we of their deeds,” said sir Fdomkkes, 
w and let him be; for his life ye may not get again.'” 
—“ That is there more pity,” said sir Dinadan; “ for 
sir Gawaine and his brethren, except yen, sir Ga¬ 
reth, hate all the good knights of the* room! -table for 
the moat pert: for well I wot and the^ might privi ly , 
they hate my lord, sir Jjranoelot, and all his Irin, 
and great prince despite they have at tint; and<tbtt 
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dr L i— wH wed wt of; nd duw 
ctnarth him to have the goad hnighis of bis kindred 
afcmthim.’* 


CHAP. CXLV. 

Sow they came to Suthberbank, and haw they 
found there a Ship,, in which Ship lay the 
dead Body of King Bennance, 

** 81R” said dr Palomides, “ lotos leave off this 
natter, and let os see how we shall do at this tour- 
munatsU By mine advice,” said sir Palomides, “ let 
as low hold together against- all that-will come." 
* f Not by my counsel,” said sir Trstnun, u for I see 
by their pavilions there wM be foar handred knights, 
and donbt ye not bat there will be many good 
knights, and be be never so valiant and big, yet he 
may be overmatched, and so have 1 seen fall oft; yea,: 
when they weened best to have won worship they lost 
it, for manhood it nought worth bat if it be meddled 1 
with wisdom; and, as for me, it may happen I shall 
keep my head as well as an other.” Thus they rode 
till they came to Humber bank, where they heard a 
dolefoi cry. Then were they aware in the wind 
where oame a rich vessel covered over with red silk, 
and the vessel landed fast by them. Therewith sir 
Tristram and Ids company alighted: so sir Tristram 
went before into the vessel* When be came within 
he aaw< a fair bed richly covered, and thereupon lay 
a seemly dead knight, all armed save the head, all 
be bled- whir deadly wounds upon him, which seemed 
to be a pawing good knight; “ How may this be," 
said sir Tristram, “ that this knight is thus slain." 
Then he was aware of a letter in the dead knight's 
hand: “ Masters, mariners,” said' he, “ what mean* 
eth that letter?”—“ Sir,” said they, “ in that letter ye 
shall hear and know how he was slain, and for what 
cause, and what was his name: but wit ye well no 
man shall take that letter and read it; bat if be a 
good knight, mad that he will faithfully promise to 
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vevenge his death, else tall there no knight see that 
letter open .”—“ Wit ye well,” said sir Tristram. 
'* we may revenge his death; and if it be, as ye 
say, it shall be revenged.” And therewith sir Tris¬ 
tram took the letter out of the knight’s hand, and it 
said thns: “ Hermance, king and lord of the Red 
City, 1 send to all knights errant recommendation, 
and unto you noble knights of king Arthur's court, 
1 -beseech them all among them to find one knight 
that will fight for my sake with two brethren that I 
brought up of nought, and feloniously and traitorously 
they' have slain me ; wherefore 1 beseech one good 
knight to revenge my death: and be that revengetk 
my death, I will that be have my Red City, and all 
my castles.”—“ Sir,” said the mariners, “ wit ye well 
that this king and knight that here lieth was a right 
worshipful man, and of full great prowess, and full 
well he loved all manner of knights errant .”—“ So 
God me help,” said sir Tristram, “ here is a piteous 
case; and full fain I would take this enterprise upon 
me, but 1 have made such a promise, that needs I 
ipust be at this great tournament, or else I am 
shamed : for well I wot for my sake, my lord king 
Arthur let make these jousts and tournaments In this, 
country: and well I wot that worshipful estates will 
be at that tournament for to see me; therefore I fear 
me for to take this enterprise upon me, that 1 shall 
not come again betimes of these jousts.” 

“ Sir,” said sir Palojnides, “ I pray you give me 
this enterprise, and ye shall see me achieve it wor- 
shipfuILy, or else I shall die in this quarrel.”—“ Well,” 
said sir Tristram, “ and this enterprise I give yon 
with this, tat ye be with me at this tournament, tat 
shall be as at this day seven days .”—“ Sir,” said sir 
Paiomides, “ 1 promise you tat I shall be with yon 
4t tat day, if 1 be onslain or uiunahped,” 
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-CHAP. CXLVI. 

How Sir Tristram with his Fellowship earns 
and were with an Host , which after fought 
' with Sir Tristram; and of other Matters. 

AND then departed sir Tristram, dr Gareth, and 
dr Dinadan, and left dr Palomide* in the Teasel; 
and so -dr Tristram beheld the mariners, how they 
sailed over long Humber. And when dr Palomkles 
was oat of their sight, they took their horses, and be¬ 
held about them, and then -were they ware of a 
knight that came riding against them, unarmed, and 
nothing about him bat a sword ; and when this knight 
came nigh them, he saluted them, and they him again. 
“ Fair knights,” said that knight, “ 1 pray you, in¬ 
somuch as ye are knights-errant, that ye will come 
and see my castle, and take such as ye find there, I 
pray yon heartily/* And there they were brought 
into his cattle; and here they were brought to the ball, 
that was well apparelled: and so they were unarmed, 
and set at a board. And when this knight saw dr 
Tristram, anon he knew him; and then this knight 
waxed pale and wrath at sir Tristram. When sir 
Tristram saw his host make such cheer, he mavelled 
greatly, and said, ** Sir, mine host, what cheer make 
ye V—** Wit thou well,” said he, “ 1 fare much the 
worse for thee; for I know thee well, dr Tristram 
de Lyons; thou dew my brother, and therefore I 
give the summons that I will day thee, and 1 may 
get thee at large.”—“ Sir knight,” said sir Tris¬ 
tram, “ I am not advised that ever I slew any bro¬ 
ther of your*s; and if ye say that I did it, I will 
make you amends unto my power.”—“ I will none 
of your amends,” said the knight; but keep thee 
from me.” So when he had dined. Sir Tristram ask • 
ed his arms, and departed; and so they rode forth 
on their way. And within a little while dr Dinadan 
saw where came a knight riding, all armed, and well 
horsed, without shield. “ Sir Tristram,” said d| Dir 
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nadan, “ take heed to yourself, for I undertake thatf 
yonder cometh- your host, that will hare to do with' 
yon.*'—“ Let him-come,”'said sir Tristram," I will 
abide as well-at I n»y^ w Anon that knight, when 
he came nigh Sir Tristram, he cried to him,, and bid 
him abide and keep him well. So they hurtled to¬ 
gether ; bat* sir Tristram smote the other knight so 
•ore, that he bear him to the ground ; and that 
knight arose lightly, and took hit-horse again, and so 
rode fiercely to sir Tristram j and smote him twice- 
toll hard upon the helm. " Sir knight,’* said sir Tris¬ 
tram, “ 1 pray yon to leave off, and smite me no 
more, for I would be loth to deal with yon, and T 
might chase; for I have your meat and your drink 
Within my body." For all that be would not leave ; 
and then sir Tristram gave him such a buffet upon the 
helm, that be tumbled upside down from his horse, 
that the blood burst out at the ventailes of his helm, 
and there he lay still, likeiy to have died. Then sir 
Tristram said,“ Me repertteth sore of this buffet, that I 
smote so sore, for as I suppose he is dead."' And so • 
they departed, and rode forth on their way. So they* 
had not ridden but a while, but they saw coming 
against them two full likely knights, well armed and 
horsed, and goodly servants about them: the one 
was sir Berraunt le Apres, and he was called the 
king with the hundred knights; and that other was sir 
Segwarides, which were renowned two noble knights* 
So, as they came either by other, the king looked upon 
sir Dinadan, which at that time had sir Tristram’# 
helm upon bis shoulder, which helm the king had’ 
seen before with the queen of North Wales, and that 
queen the king loved as paramour, and that helm the 
queen of North Wales had given onto la beaie I sonde, 
and the queen la beaie I sonde gave it unto shr Tristram. 
w Sir knight,** said sir Berraunt, “ where had ye that 
helm r<—“ What would you therewith,” said sir Dini- 
dan.”—■" For I will have to do with thee,” said th* 
king, “ for the love of her that-owe that helm, and* 
therefore keep thee.” So they departed and came tar 
gether with all the might that their bones could nm. 
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And so the king with tbe hundred knights smote air 
Dinadan, horse and all, to tbe earth:, and then be 
commanded his servant to go and take the hetm off, 
and so the varlet went and nnbockled his helm. 

44 What wilt thou do,** said sir Tristram? 44 leave that 
helm."—To what intent," said tbe king, " will ve 
meddle sir knight with that helm T — 44 Wit ye well* 
said Sir Tristram, n that helm shall not depart from 
me er that he dearer bought."— 44 Then make yon 
ready to joust with me," said sir Berrssut to shr 
Tristram; so they battled together, and there sir 
Tristram smote him down over his horse's tail. And 
then the king arose lightly and get his horse again 
quickly, mid then he stroke fiercely at sir Tristram 
many sad strokes, and then sir Tristram gave sir 
Berrannt such a buffet upon the helm, that be fell 
down over his horse, sore astonished. 44 Lo,** said sir 
Pinadan, 44 that helm is unhappy to us twain, for I 
had a fall for it, and now sir king ye have another 
fall.” Then sir Segwarides asked 44 who shall joust 
with met"— 44 I pray thee," said sir Gareth to sir Dt 
uadan, 44 let me have this joust."— 44 Sir," said sir 
Dinadan, 44 I pray yon take it as for me."— 44 That is 
no reason," said sir Tristram, 44 for this joust should 
be yours.”— 44 At a word," said sir Dinadan, 44 1 will 
none thereof." Then sir Gareth dressed him to sir 
Segwarides, and there fir Segwarides smote sir Gareth, 
that horse and man foil to the earth. 44 Now," said 
air Tristram to sir pinadan, 44 joust with yonder 
knight."—“ I will not meddle," said sir Dinadan.— 
44 Then wiU I," saUJ sir Tristram. And (hen sir 
Tristram ran to him and gave him a faR; and so (hey 
left them on foot, and sir Tristram rode unto Joyous 
Gard, and there sir Gareth would not of his courtesy 
have gone into the castle, hot sir Tristram would not 
suffer him to depart. And so they alighted and un¬ 
armed them, and had there great cheer. But when 
sir Dinadm came before la beale Isonde, be cursed 
the time that ever he bore the helm of sir Tristram ; 
and there he told her how sir Tristram had mocked 
him; then was there good laughing and sport at sir 
VOL. U. £ 
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Dinadan, that 4hfey wist dot what to dota keep tbeto 
fix>m laughing. 

chap, cxtvn. 

How Sir Palomides went for to.Jfgkt tvith'tuo 
Brethren for the death of King Ilermaunce. 

HOW will we leave them merry within Joyous 
Card, «nd apeak wo of sir Palomides. Then airPa- 
Jomides sailed even a long namber unto the coast of 
the sea, where was a fair castle; and at that time 
it was early in the morning afore day. Then the 
mariners went onto sir Palomides that was fait on 
sleep. “ Sir knight,’’ said the. mariners, u ye mast 
arise, for here is a castle, into which ye most go.*— 
“ I assent me thereto,” said sir Palomides; and 
therewithal], he arrived, and then he blew tis horn, 
.the which the mariners had. given -him; and when they 
that were within the castle heard that horn, **y 
.pvt forth many knights, and there they stood apan 
the walls and said with one voice, welcome be ye to 
•this castle: and then it waxed dear day, and sir.Pa¬ 
lomides entered into the castle; and within a while 
he was well served with many divers meats. And 
then air Palomides heard abont kim mach weeping 
and great dole. “ What may this mean,” said dr 
Palomides, “ I love not to hear snch sorrow, and Ma 
would 1 know what it meaneth.” So there came he- 
Tore him one, whose name was sir Ebell, that said 
thus: “ Wit.ye well, sir knight,, this dole and sorrow 
is here mode every day, and for this cease: we hod 
a king that bight Hermaunce, and he washing of'the 
Red City, and this king that was onr lord waste noble 
knight, large and liberal of ins expence: and in She 
world be loved nothing so .much as he did. errant 
knights of king Arthur’s court, end all jousting, hott¬ 
ing, and «11 manner of knightly games; for so kind 
a king never had the rale of poor people, os he m o at 
and because of bis goodness and gentleness we be¬ 
moan him, and ever shall do. And all kings and 
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jnaybfWjflrtdCaar ttag,fac he was destroyed 

In bU own 4etetU« for had be cherished thorn oi i^ 
bJopd ke hod yet lived with great rich** nod rust : 
but all e<«^ naay beware by ow king. But, alas.r 
sakTsir Ebcll, M that we shall give all other waning 
by bis death.”—“ Tell me," said sir Palonudcs, “ in 
what manner was yoor lord slain, and by whom."— 
“ Sir,” said sir Ebell, “ oar king broaght ap two chil- 
4wn that are now perilous knights, and those tvfa 
4tnights oar king had in great favour, that be loved no 
roan, nor trusted noman of his Mood se well, nor npoe 
wthar4hat was aboot him; .and by these two knights 
our king was really-governed. And so they ruled 
Jiun and his land peaceably; and never would thejy 
safer none of his blood for to have any rale with 
onr Jung: and, also, he was so free and so gentle, and 
Jbey-to false and deceivable, that they ruled him $s 
they list: and that espied the lords of our king's 
blood,and departed from him unto their own livelihood* 
Then.when these two traitors understood that they had 
driven all the lords of his blood from him, they were 
not pleased with that rule, but then they sought to 
.have more, as it is ever an old law, * Give a churl 
rule, he wiil not-therewith be sufficedfor whatsoever 
dte-be that is.ruled by a villain bom, and the lord 
-of that eoil-be a gentleman born, that same villapi 
•wHl destroy all tbe.gentlemen about him. Therefore, 
.all estates and lords be well aware whom ye take about 
you; and If ye be a knight of khag Arthurs court, re- ' 
.member this tale, for this is the end and conclusion. 

lord and-lung rode onto the forest by the advice 
ad-these false traitors: and there he chased at the red 
Jour ad -armed of-all: pieces fall like a good knight; 
and so for labour he waxed dry,-and then be alighted 
.and dnaakat a well; and when he was alighted* by 
the wisent of these two fake traitors, the one that 
•high! ; Hellas, .suddenly -smote. oar king through the 
-body-with a spear, and so • they left him there. And 
whan • they were departed, then by fortune I came 

-unto*the well and fou] *d ra y i° r<l .fcing wounded 
iip l a jk nhj and \yhed 1 heard his. complaint 1 Ijt 
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Mag him to the water-side, and in that same ship I pot 
him alive. And when my lord, king Hermaunce, 
was in that vessel, he required me, for the true faith 
that I owed unto him for to write a letter In this 
manner." 

CHAP. CXLYIII. 

The Copy of the Letter written for to revenue 
the King's Death: and how Sir Palomide* 
/ought /or to have the Battle » 

« RECOMMENDING unto king Arthur, and untt> 
nil the knighta-errant, beseeching them all in so much 
«s I, king Hermaunce, king of the Red CRy, thus am 
slain, by felony and‘treason, through two knights of 
mine own, and of mine own bringing up, and of mine 
own making, that some worshipful knight will revenge 
my death, in so much as I have been ever to my 
power well willing unto king Arthur's court. And 
who that will adventure his life with these two trai¬ 
tors tor ray sake in one battle, T, king Hermann^, 
king of the Red City, freely give all my lands and 
tenements that ever I possessed in all my life.”—“This 
Mter," said sir Ebell, “ I wrote by my lord's com¬ 
mandment, and then he received his Maker: and 
• when he was dead, he commanded me or ever he 
were cold to put this letter fast in his hand; and then 
he commanded me to put forth that same vessel down 
' Humber, and that I should give these mariners in 
command never to stint until that they came to 
Logins, where all the noWe knights shall assemble at 
this time, and there <haU some good knight have pity 
upon me, and revenge my death, tor there was never 
king more fidsly or traitorously slain than I am here to 
my death: this was -the complaint of our king Her¬ 
maunce.” “ Now,” said sir Ebell, “ ye all know 
how that our king was betrayed, we require you, tor 
“God's sake have pity on his death, and worahiptolly 
revenge his death, and then may ye possess all these 
lands, tor we all wot well that ye may slay these two 
traitors; the Red City, and an that be therein will take 
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you for their lord .**—*• Truly," said dr Paternities, 
" H grieveth my heart for to hear yoa tell this dot*. 
#W tale; and to ny the troth, I aw the same letter 
that ye spake of: and one of the heat knights of the 
world read that letter to me. And by this com* 
mand I am come hither to revenge yoor king's death, 
and therefore have done, and let me wit where I shall 
find those traitors, for 1 shall never he at my heart's. 
* ease till that I have been in band with them."—" Sir," 
said sir EheQ, " then take your ship again, and that 
ship most brin( yoa to the Delectable Isle, test by the 
Red City, and we that be here shall pray for yon* 
and abide yovr again coming: for this same castle, 
and ye speed well, mast needs be yours; for oar 
Hug Hennauuee let make this cdstle for the love of 
die two Arise traitors: and so we keep it with strong 
hand; and therefore foil sore are we threatened 
« Wot ye what ye shall do," said sir Palomides, 
• whatever come of me, look that ye keep well 
this casde, for and it misfortune me to be slain in this 
quest, I am sore there will come one of the best 
knights of the world for to revenge my death, and 
that is sir Tristrhm de Lyons, or else sir Lanncelot 
da Lake." Then sir Palomides departed from the 
castle, and ac he came nigh unto the city, there came 
oat of a ship a goodly knight all armad against him, 
with his shield upon his shoulder, and his hand upon 
his sword, and anon as he came nigh sir Palomides he 
said, " Sir knight, what seek ye here in this country, 
leave this quest, for it is mine, and mine it is or it was 
yours, and therefore I will have it.”—“ Sir knight,’* 
Said sir Palomides, " it may well be that this quest 
was yours or it was mine, but when the letter was 
taken out of the dead king's hand, at that time hgg 
likelihood there was no knight had undertaken to re*, 
venge the death of king Hermannce; and so, at that 
time, T promise to revenge his death, and so I shall, or 
else i am shamed."—" Te say well,” said the knight, 
" but wit ye well, then will I fight with you, and he 
' that is the better knight of us both let him take dm 
battle in hand.”—" Lvsent me," safel jhr Palo wtfefc 
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Atrt tH(n- they dreind tbdr akh)d< and drew otit' 
thWr sWtmiS* artd lashed together many a sad stroke 
asf men of might. And thus they fought mote than 
aft hoar; and at the last sir PatotnMes waatedbig.andf 
better winded, so that then hfe smote that knight such 
a ‘stroke, that he made him to kneel upon both Ms 
ktiers. Then that knight speak on- high and said, 
<«• Gentle knight hold thy hand.” Sir Palomtae# was 
courteous and withdrew falls hand 1 : then this knight 
said, * Wit ye weif, sir knight; that ye be better^ 
Worship to have this- battle -than V, and I require thteeT 
of the knighthood to tell me thy name.”-^* Sir, my’ 
neme-is Sir Pbiomides; akright ofWng Arthurs ceuVt, 
and of the round tabid, that hither am eoWe to re^ 
vertge thedOathof this deadldng.” 

CttAP. CXXIX. 

<yi the PtejHirntioit qf Sir Palomidts and the* 
t two Br e t hr e n thet should fight with Mm* 

<* AH, well be ye foutid7’ said the knight sfr pate* 
mides, " for of all knights that be now living (except' 
three) I had least have you: the first is sir Launcetot dir 
ilake, the second is sir TriSt’am de Lyons, and the third* 
is my nigh cousin, sir Lamomkc dc Galis; and I anrbro-- 
ther unto king Hermaunce, that is dead, and my name hr 
sfr Hermlnd.”—“ It is well said,” quoth sir Palomidtis, 
“"and ye shall see hbw I shall speed; and if f be tiiefte 
slain, go ye unto my lord, sir Launeelot, or unto my 
lOrd sir Tristram, and pray them to revenge my dfearfh; 
for as'for sir Lamoracke,him shall ye never sefe iif tlfti 
world.”-—■«* Alas,” said sir Ilermind, " how may that 
bk .”—**' He is slain,” said sir Palomides, “ by at 
Gawaine ahd his brethren.”—■** SO God mcr hrtpi** 
•aid sir HOrmind, ** there was-not one for one that 
slew him.”—" That Is truth,” said sir Palomides, “ for 
they were four dangerous knights that slew Mm; 
as sir Gawaine, sir Agravalne, sir Gaheris, and sir' 
ftordired; but sir Gareth, the fifth brother. Was wot 
there, which is the best knight of them all.” v Awd so 
Jdr Palomides- told sir Ilermind all the manner* 
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and hew they dew dr Lafoorake all only bytma, 
see, So sir PatomideMeok his ship, *nd arrived up 
the Delectable Ida; and in the mean while air Her- 
mind, the. kips’*, brother, arrived up at the Had 
City, and there he told them haw there wus^nmiag ft 
knight of kins Arthur’s to revenge'king Hermeu*ee?J 
dearth, and hu name is air Paiomfalra, the good knight, 
that far the most part he foUoweth the taeadgMaanfe* 
Then all the city made great jay, for much had they 
heard.of air Palomides, and of hi*: noble pvoweaa; to 
they < let* ordain a messenger and sent to the two 
brethren, and bid them make them reedy, far them 
we* come a knight that would fight with them both. 

So the messenge r went onto them where they were 
in a cattle betide; and there he* told them bow there 
was a knight ootne of king Arthur’s court for to fight 
with them, both at once. “ He ia right welcome,” 
said they aU: bat tell me. We pray you, if it be air 
I*n»aeiot, or any of his Wood.”—“ Ho is none of hie 
Mood,” add the messenger.—“ Then care we the 
hot,* anid the. two brethren “ for witb none of the * 
Wood of sir Launcdot we care not to have, to do 
withal.”—“ Wit ye well,” said the messenger, ” that 
bis name is air Palomidea, the which it not yet chrisft 
ened, a,noble knight.”—" Well," said they, “ aud it 
he be now unchristened, be shall never, be ehrfetr 
ened.” So they appointed for to be at the city within 
two days. And when sir Palonaides was come unto 
the city, they made passing great joy of him, and 
When they beheld him, and saw that hfe was well 
hiade, cleanly and bigly, and unmaimed of Ms limbs, 
and neither too young nor too old; and so ail the 
people .praised bint; and though he was not Christ- 
ened, jjet he believed in the best manner, and was 
faithful and true of his promise, and also well condV 
Honed; and because he made hip avow that be would 
never be christened unto the time that he had achieved 
the beast gjatisant, which was a wonderful beast, and 
n great.signification,;.for- Merlin prophesied much of 
that beast* Abd also, sir Palunudes avowed never, to 
toil Christend om into the time that he ha^done 
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seven tattles within the list*. 80 within the third day 
there came to this city these two brethren; j(fee one 
higbt sir Helios, and that other bight sir Helake, the 
which were men of great prowess; howbeit they 
were false and fall of treason, and bat poor mao 
bora, yet were they noble laughts of their hands. 

And with them they brought forty knights, to the 
intent they should be big enough for the Red City* 
Thus came the two brethren, with great bondance and 
pride, for they pot the Red City in fears and damage* 
Then they were brought ante the lists, and sir FUo- 
mides came into the place, and thus he said t “ Bo 
ye the two brethren*- sir Helios and sir Helake, that 
slew your king and lord sir Hermaance, by felony 
and treason, for whom I am come hither for to re¬ 
venge his death r~“ Wit thoo well/ said dr Heliuo 
and sir Helake, that we are the same knighta which' 
slew king Herman nee; and wit thoo well, sir Fafoj 
mides, Saracen, that we shall handle thee so, or then 
depart, that thoo shalt wish that thou were christened.** 
—*•** It may well be/ said sir Palomides, “ for yet 
1 wpald not die or I were christened, and yet so am 
1, not afraid of yon both; but 1 trust to God that 1 
stall die a better Christian man than any of you both* 
And doubt ye not/said sir Palomides, M either ye or 
I shall be left dead in this place . 0 

CHAP, CL. 

Of the Bottle of Sir Palomides and the Two 
Brethren, and how the two Brethren were 
slain, 

THEN they departed, and the two brethren came 
against dr Palomides, and he against them, as fhst at 
ever their horses might ran; and by fortune dr Fa 
lomides smote sir Helake through Us shield, and 
through the breast, more than a fathom. ARtUs 
while sir Hellas held by his spear, and for pride and 
presumption he would not smffr sir Palomides wkh 
Us spear; bat when he saw his brother Ue en the 
ground, and saw he might not help himself, then he 
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•rid onto air Palomides, “ help thyself.” Aud there¬ 
with be came hart ling onto air Palomides with hp 
spear, and smote him quite from his saddle. Tt*p 
Helius rode over sir Palomides two or three times,; 
whereof sir Palomides was sore ashamed, and gat 
the horse of sir Helios by the bridle, and therewith 
the horse reared, and sir Palomides holpe afte^ 
and so t^ey fell both to the ground. But anon sir 
Helios started np lightly, and smote sir Palomides a 
mighty stroke upon the helm, so that he madehigi 
to Ml upon one of his knees. Then they both lashed 
together many sad strokes, and traced and traversed 
now backward, now sideling, hurtling together iikp 
two wild boars. And that same time they fell both 
grovelling on the earth ; thus they fought still without 
any resting, two long hours, and never breathed 
them. .And then sir Palomides waxed faint -atqi 
weary, and sir Helius waxed passing strong, and 
doabled his strokes, and drove sir Palomides over¬ 
thwart, and end long all the held, that they of the 
city, when they saw sir Palomides in tills case, they 
wept and cried, and made a sorrowful dole, aid 
that other party made great joy. “ Alas!” said the 
men of the city, ** that this noble knight should tbtp 
be slain for onr king’s sake.’* And as they were 
thus weeping and crying, sir Palomides, that had 
endured well an hundred strokes, that it was wonder 
that be stood upon his feet: at the last, sir Palo- 
tnklcs beheld as well as he might, the common pen- 
pie, bow they wept for him; and then he said untp 
himself, “ Ah l fie, for shame, air Palomides I where¬ 
fore bangest thou thy head so low.” And therewith 
he bear up his shield, and looked sir Helius in the 
visage, nod smote him a great stroke upon the h*lm, 
and after that another and another; and then bp 
smote sir Helius with such a might, that he fell upon 
the ground grovelling ; and theu be started lightly to 
him, and rushed off his helm from his head, and 
there be smote him such a buffet, that he separted his 
head from the body; and then were the people bf 
tbejcity the joyfuUest people that might be. So they 
F T 
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brought him unto his lodging with great solemnity, 
and there all the people became his men; and then 
sir Palomides prayed them all for to take heed onto 
the lordship of king germannce: " for, fair sirs, wit 
ye well, I may not at this time abide with yon, for I 
most in all the haste be with my lord king Arthur, 
at the castlp of Lonaxep, which 1 have promised.** 
So then were the people full heavy of his departing, 
for all that city proffered sir Palomidcs the third part 
of their goods, so that he would abide with them; 
but in nowise at that time he would abide, and so sit 
Palomides departed. And then he came unto the 
castle, whereas sir Ebel was lieutenant, and when 
they that were in the castle knew how sir Palomidcs 
had sped,there was a joyful merriment; and sir Palo- 
xnides departed, and came to the castle of Lonazep; 
and when he wist that sir Tristram was not there, he 
took his way onto Humber, and came unto Joyous 
Ctard, whereas sir Tristram was and la beale I&oitdc. 
So sir Tristram had commanded, that what knight- 
errant came within Joyous Gard, as in the town, that 
they should warn sir Tristram thereof. So there 
came a man to the town, and told sir Tristram how 
there was a knight in the town that was a passing 
goodly knight. a \Vhat manner of man is he,” sakl 
air Tristram, “and what sign bearcth het” So the 
man told sir Tristram all the tokens of him. “ That 
Is ahr Palomides,” said sir Dinadan, “ it may well be,” 
•aid sir Tristram.—Go ye to him,” said sir Tris- 
tram nnto sir Dinadan. So sir Dinadan went unto sir 
Palomidcs, and there either made of other great joy ; 
and so they lay together that night, and on the mor¬ 
row early came sir Tristram and sir Gareth, and 
there they took them in their beds, and so they arose 
and break their fast. 
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CIIAP. CLI. 

Horn Sir Tristram , and Sir Palomides, Sir 
Brettse saunee PUte, and how sir Tristram 
and la btale Isonde, went to Lonaxep. 

AND then sir Tristram desired sir Palomides tor 
to ride into the fields and woods: so they were ac* 
corded for to rest them in the forest. And so when 
they had played them a great while, they rode onto 
a fair well; and anon they wen aware of an aimed 
knight that came riding against them, and there either 
sainted other. Then this armed knight spake onto dr 
Tristram, and asked him where were these knights, 
that were lodged in Joyons Gard: “ 1 wot not what 
they are,* said sh* Tristram.—** What knights are 
ye,” said that knight, “ tor me seemeth that ye are 
no knightserrant, because that ye ride unarmed.”— 
“ Whether we be knights or not, we list not to tell thee 
pur names.”—'* Wilt thon not tell me tby name,” said 
that knight, ** then keep thee, for thon shah die of 
my hands.” And therewith he gat his spear in his 
hand, and would have ranned through dr Tristram. 
That saw sir Falomides, and smote his horse athwart 
the middle of the side, that man and horse fell to 
the ground; and therewithal sir Paiomhlss alighted* 
and drew out his sword to have slain him.. “ Let 
be,” said dr Tristram, ** slay him not, the knight is 
but a fool; it were shame for to day him. But take 
away his spear,” said dr Tristram, “ and let him 
lake his horse and go where he will.” So when this 
knight arose, he groaned sore of that fall, and so ho 
took his horse by the bridle; and when be was op, 
then he turned his horse, and required dr Tristram 
and dr Palomides to tell him what knights they 
were. “ Now, wit ye well,” said sir Tristram, ** that 
my name is sir Tristram de Lyons, and this knight’s 
name is dr Palomides.” When he wist what they 
were, be smote h(s horse with the spurs, because they 
pbotld not ask him his name, and so rode fast away 
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through thick and thin. Then came there by then a 
knight, with a bended shield of aanre, whose name 
was sir Epinogris, and he came toward them a great 
gftMop, « Whither are ye riding,” said sir Tristram P* 
“My fair lord,” said sir Epinogris, “ I follow the 
falsest knight that now bearetli life, wherefore I require 
you tell me if ye saw him, for he beareth a shield 
with a chase over it.—“ So God me help,” said sir 
Tristram, « such a knight departed from ns not a 
Quarter of an honr ago: we pray yon tell ns his 
dame.Al*s T said sir Epinogris, “ why let ye 
Hint escape from yon ? and lie is so great foe unto 
alt errant-knights* and' his name is sir Brettse saonce 
‘w Ah ! fie, fbr shame ;** said sir Paiomides, 
•* alasf that ever he escaped' my hands, for he is the 
man in the world that 1 hate most" Then every knight 
AflUle^ great sorrow to other, and so sir Epinogris 
disparted and‘followed the chace after him; Then sir 
Tristram and his three felloes rode to Joyons Gard, 
And’there sh* Paiomides talked onto sir Tristram of 
Ufa battle, how he had sped at the Red City; and, as 
ye have heard before, so was it ended. * Trnly/* 
Said ; sir Tristram, “ l am glad that ye have so welt 
sped; for ye have done right worshipftilly. WeH/* 
said 1 sir THstram, * we must forward to morrow.* 
And then he devised how it shotrtd be; and sir 
Tristram devised to send Ms two- pavilions, Mr to 
set'them fast by the well of Eonasep, and thereto 
MiaiP be the queen la beale Isonde. “ It* to weft 
said,"quoth sir Dina dan. Bnt when sir PhtaftiAn 
heard of that, his heart war ravished ont of meas&re, 
notwithstanding he said bnt fittle. So when (toy 
bone to JoyourGard, sh* Paiomides would not have 
gene ihto the castle, hot as rir Tristram took Mm by 
the Unger, and led» bim into the caftle. And when 
nr Paiomides saw (preen la beale* Isonde, heWaaao 
ravished; that uneaths be might speak. So they 
Went onto their meat, bnt sh- PalonddeT might not 
eat, and there was all the cheer that might be ttndi 
And on the morrow they were apptreHed to ride 
toward 1 Eonatep; sb sir Tristram had thrre J »qulres> 
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la beale hoMe bad three g en tl e wo m en? and so 
iMh hi beale isoade and they, were vtehly appa- 
foiled to, and other people had they none with 
them bet varleta to bear their shield* and their spun, 
and thus they rode forth. So as they rode before 
them, they saw a root-of knights; ft was the knigh t 
air GaUhodto, with twenty knights with him. M Fair 
follows P* said sir GtKbodin, “ yonder eometh foar 
knights, and a rich and a fall fair lady; I am in 
#111 to take that lady from them. 1 *—» That is not of 
the best counsel* said one of sir Gatihodta’s men, 
** hot send ye to them, and wit wbat they wH! say," 
and so it was dene. So came a ’squire to sir Trls- 
foam, and asked them whether they would joust, or 
dtto lose their lady. “ Not so,” said sir Tristram, “ tell 
ybar lord that I bid him come with as many as wo 
be, and win her and take her,*w» Sir," sakl sir Pa- 
hnflfdes; " and it please you, let me have this dbed, 
hud I phaH undertake them allfour."*-* I.wHt thkt ye 
have it, said sir Tristram; “ at yoar pleasure. Now 
go and fell your lord sir Gaiibodin, that this same 
knight shall encounter with him these fellows." 


chap; Cfctt. 

4dew Sir Palemides jousted with Sir GaliJiodin, 
and, after with Sir Gauaiuo, qndjmotc them 
doWH. 

“ THEN 1 the squire departed; and toM sir Galt- 
ffodhl'Uia answer ; and then he dressed Ms shield atad 
pvt forth a spear, and sir Palomides another. And 
ttfore sir Pahnnides smote sir Galihodta so hard, that 
he* smote' both horse and man to'the earth, and there 
for had* »■ great fall; and then there came another 
“knight, and in the same wise he serVeth Mm ; and so 
Ik* served the third and the- fourth, that be smote 
theta over their horde's croup: and always sir Palo- 
nddes* spear was whole* Then there came six lmights 
more of sir Gdlhtodm’s men, amf would hhve been 
v mrenge d nptHr- sir Palowidor “ Be* be*” nW # 
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Galihodin, “ not so hardy, none of you all, tomed-r 
die with this knight; for he is a man of grcft 
bounty and honour; and if he would, ye all were 
notable to meddle with him.” And so they held 
them still. And sir Palomides was always ready to 
joust: and when he saw they would no more, he rode 
unto siir Tristram. “ Right well have ye done,” said 
sir Tristram, “ and worshipfully have ye done, as a 
good knight should do.” This sir Galihodin waa 
cousin unto sir Galahalt, the haughty prince; and this 
sir Galihodin hath been a king within the country of 
Surluse. So, as sir Tristram, sir Palomides, and la 
beale 1 sonde rode together, they saw before them 
four knights, and every knight had his spear in hia 
hand. The first was sir Gawaine, the second was 
sir Ewaine, the third was sir Sagramore le Desirous, 
and the fourth was sir Dodinas le Savage. When air 
Palomides beheld them, that they were ready to joust, 
he prayed sir Tristram for to give him leave to have 
to do with them, as long as be might hold him on 
horseback; and, if I be smitten down, I pray yon 
revenge me. “ Well,” said sir Tristram, “ I will as 
ye will; and ye are not so fain for to have worship, 
but I would as fain increase your worship.” And 
therewith sir Gawaine put forth, his spear, and sir 
Palomides another; and so they came so eagerly to¬ 
gether, that sir Palomides smote sir Gawaine to the 
ground, horse and man; and in the same wise be 
served sir Ewaine, sir Dodinas, and sir Sagramore : 
all these four knights sir Palomides smote down with 
divers spears. And then sir Tristram departed U* 
wards Lonasep. And when they were departed, then 
came thither sir Galihoden, with his ten knights, unto 
sir Gawaine, and there he told him all how he had 
sped. “ I marvel me much,” said sir Gawaine, “ what 
knights they be that are so arrayed in green.”— 
*' And that knight upon the white horse smote me 
down,” said Galihodin, “ and my three fellows”— 
** And so he did to me,” said sir Gawaine; “ and 
well I wot,” said air Gawaine, “ that either he that 
is upon the white horse is sir Tristram, or else sir IV 
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iotnides; and (hat gay be seen lady is queen la beak 
Isonde.” Thus ftey talked of one thing and of other, 
and in the meanwhile air Tristram p—cd forth on 
till he came to the well where his two pavilions 
Were set, and there they alighted, and there they saw 
many pavilions, and great array. Then sir Tristram 
left there sir Pal oroides, and sir Gareth, with la beak 
Isonde, and sir Tristram and sir Dinadan rode to 
Lonazep, to hear tidings; and sir Tristram rode upon 
sir Palomides* white horse; and, when he came to the 
castle, sir Dinadan beard a horn blow, and by that 
korn drew many knights. Then tit Tristram asked a 
knight what meant the blast of that horn. ** Sir,” 
said that knight, “ it is all those that shall hold against 
king Arthur at this tournament. The first Is the king 
of Ireland and the king of 8urtuse, the king of List- 
noySe, the king of Northumberlattd, and the king Of 
the best part of Wales, and with many other coon- 
tries, and all these draw them onto a counsel, to un¬ 
derstand what governance they should be of. But 
the king of Ireland, whose name was Martialt, and 
father unto the good knight sir Marhaus, which sir 
Tristram slew, had all the speech, that sir Tristram 
might hear it: he said, * Lords and fellows, let us 
look unto ourselves, or, Wit ye well, that king Ar¬ 
thur is sure of many good knights, or else he would 
not, with so few knights, have to do with us; there¬ 
fore, by my counsel, let every king have a standard 
and cognizance by himself, that every knight draw 
to his natural lord, and then may every king and 
captain help his knights, if they have need.” And 
' when sir Tristram had heard all their counsel, he 
rode unto king Arthur, for to hear of bis counsel. 
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CHAP. £1111. 

Mow Sir Tristram and Ms Fellowship eameunfio 
She 1 y bumsm&nt of Lonaxep, and of Civet's 
ettitr Jousts -and Matters. 

BUT air Tristram was not so soon come to the 
place, hut sir Gawaine And sir Galihodea went onto 
king Arthur, and told him, that the same green knight, 
in the green harness, with the white hone, smote ns 
two down, and six of our fellows, this xame day. 
“ Wall/* said kiqg Arthur, and then he called sir 
Tristram, and asked him what was. his name. “ Sir/* 
said sir Tristram, “ Ye shall hold me excused, as-at 
this time, for ye shall not know my name.'* And then 
air fristram returned, and rode his way. “ 1 marvel 
me much,” said king Arthur, *• that yonder knight 
will.not toll me his .name; hot go thou, sir Giifiet le 
File deUieu, apd pray him to speak with me between 
ns two.’* Then sir Griflct rode after him, and oyen* 
took him* and said unto him, that king Arthur prayed 
him .to speak secretly with him apart. 41 Upon that 
covenant,” pid air Tristram, “ 1 will speak with him, 
that 1 will return .again, so that ye will ensure roe 
not to desire to hear my name.”—“ I shall undertake, 
said air Grifiet, ** that he will not greatly desire of 
yon.** JSo they rode together till they came unto king 
Arthur. “ Fair sir,” said king Arthur, “ What.is the 
cause that ye will not toil me your name?”—“ Eir/* 
said sir Tristram, “ without a cense 1 will not hide my 
name .”—“ Upon wbat party will ye.bold/* said king 
Arthur. 41 Truly, my lord/*' said sir Tristram, “ I can¬ 
not toil you yet on what party I will be, until I come 
into the field; and there, as my heart giveth me, there 
will 1 hold; but to-morrow ye shall see and prove on 
what parti shall come.** And therewith he turned and 
went to his pavilkm; and on the morrow they armed 
them, aU in green, end came into the field; and their 
young knights began le joust, and did many wor- 
shipful deeds. Then spake sir Gareth unto sir Tris- 
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tram, and prayed him to give Aim leave to break kb 
•pear; for he thought ihame to bear hb spear dhole 
again. When sir Tristram heard him say so, he laagh- 
ed, and said, “ I pray yon do yoor best.” Then dr 
Gareth took hb horse, and proffered to joust; that 
saw a nephew onto the king of the hundred knight^ 
hb name was dr Selbes, and a good man of armsj 
so thb knight, dr SeHsses, dremed him unto dr Ga- 
reck, and they two met tognber so herd, that either 
smote other down, hone and ail, to the ground: so 
they were hath brabed aad hart; and there they by, 
till that the king with the bandied knights helped dr 
Settees op. And sir Tristram aad dr Falomkks help, 
ed np sir Gareth again, and so they rode with sir 
Gareth to their pavilions, and then they unlaced hb 
helm. And when la beale 1 sonde saw sir Gareth 
braised in the face, she asked him what ailed. u Ma> 
dam,” said dr Gareth, “ I bad a great buffet, and, 
as I suppose, 1 gave him mother as good again; bat 
none of my fellowship, God thank them, would not 
rescue me ."— u Foesooth,” said sir Palomides, “ it 
belonged not to none of us as thb day to joust* for 
there have not thb day jousted no proved knights; 
and needs, ye would joust; and when the other party 
saw that ye proffered yourself to joust, they sent one 
to yon, a passing good knight of hb age; for I know 
him fail well, hb name b sir Selbes, and worship 
fully he met, and neither of you are dishonoured; 
and therefore refresh yourself, that ye may be ready 
and whole to joust to-morrow.”—“ As for that,” said 
dr Gareth, “ 1 shall not fail yon, and I my bestride 
my bom." 


CHAP. CLIV. 

How Sir Tristram and his Fellowship jousted, 
and of the noble Feats that they did in that 
Tournament. 

u Vow upon what party," said sir Tristram, “ b 
It best wfc be with as to-morrow.”—“ Sir,” said dr 
Falotuides, “ ye shall have urine advice to be again* 
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Idng. Arthur wa tommr r vW ; for an his pwtwik** 
sir Lanncelot, and many good lurfflrts-af.ltfs.Moad: 
with him: and the more meirofwrors ttp that they be, 
the more worship shall wo wioi”*—" That is fall 
knightly spoken;.” add air Tristram; “and.right spas 
ye counsel me, so will we do."--^ In the name of 
God " said they all SO that night they were lodgrtd 
with the beet; and an the OomW, whoa it was day* 
they were arrayed in green trappings, shields and 
spears; and la beale Imnde-was in the sama colony 
and her three damsel*: and right *»* these fear 
ltnights* came into the field endlsngand through,, and 
so they led la beata Isonde where aha should rtaad, 
and behold ail the jousts, in a bay window* But al¬ 
ways she war bewhnpledy that no man might see her 
flange; and then themthrerknights rode straightviito 
the'pmty of thrking of Seottand. Whenking Writer 
had soea them do ail this, he asked dr, Latmeek* 
what were those knighta and that queen. 
sold sir Lanncelot, “ I cannot shew yon no certainty; 
bur if sir Tristram, orsir Palomtdee, wit ye weU; of*a 
eertaln it be they and la-bealc Isonde.” T h en king 
Arthur called sir Kay, and said, ** Go and udt how 
qurny knights therebehere lacking of the roandts* 
Mo; for by thesteges then may* know." So sir 
Hay. went, and saw by the writing ip* the siege* that 
there lacked-ten-knights: and; these be their names 
that be noted here* sir Tristraso, sir Patomidesp sir 
Ffcrakrate,-sir Geheris, air Epinogria, air Mordred* 
SlwDtaadan, sir Laeote marfo Taile^ and sir Polkas* 
she noble: knight “WeU," said king Arthur, “some 
of these, I dare undertake, are here this dap against 
us." There came there two brethren, cousins unto sir 
Gawaine, that one high!'sir Edward, and that other 
hight sir Sadocke, the which were two good knights, 
end they asked of king Arthur that (bey might Bask 
the first jou&sy f 6 r they were of Orkhey. * f I am 
pleased," said king Arthur. Tben sfr BdWard en- 
noimtered with the king- of Soots, ona, whose part 
masstir Tristram and sir ironsides;-and. sir Edward 
Moty tlw kinfjofScolMittKe friWh Ms-home,. 4wi 
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Sklocke **rn down thektafof North Wale* an* 
give tern a wohdnMd grant fldi; so that there ra m 
grew cry on king^ ArtborV port, and made sir Palo* 
jftfcks paiafeag wrath. Aad to air Falonddes dre tae d 
ife shield andf his spear, and with all hit might ho 
rffetwHh air Edward of Orkney, that bo smote him 

bird, that- his- Hans night not stand oa bis feet, 
.art!* to troth fate horse aad be fsH to the ground; and. 
*heif, wttir the same spear, sir PatomMes smote down 
dr Satocke, over fcfe> taomh oroap. « O Jem r said 
king Arthur, " what knight is that arrayed aU in 
green 7 he hath jousted foil mightily/*—“ Wit ye,” 
said sir Gawaine, “ he iso good knight, and yet shall 
ye see him joust better or he depart. And yet shall,” 
ikid dr Gawaine, M another bigger knight, in the same 
colour; then he is; for that same knight," said shr Ga¬ 
waine, “ that smote downright now my two cousins, 
he emote ok damn within these-two days, and seven 
df my ffeUownmoseu” This, meanwhile as they stood 
than tattmw there came into die place sir Tristram, 
OpOh n4dnekho«se; dad, o» ever he stinted, he smote 
dbmh r odth oocfspear, CSurgood knights of Orkney, 
wtdete arete ofthe km of sirGawaine. And sir Gn- 
Peth> and} sir Dinadam every each of theca smote.. So 
cam the king of Nc*thgWis,attd he rode straight, aad 
simste dbans- a gaed> knight. “ O Jew” said king 
Arthur, ** yonder knight, which rideth upon .the 
Mgela totskdfctkinarvetoasly web/'—■“ Abide you,” 
mid s* Gewntae^ “ that knight with the. black horse 
mgsmnoe.yet.” Then sir.Tristram- made to be set 
mrtMtelmek again those two knights* which shr Ed- 
Wisd mid Sir dadode e had unhorsed at the beginnings 
Akd then'sir Tristram drew oat- his sword, and rode 
ihld (ho-thickest of' the press against them of Orkney* 
dkdmere he smoU down manyknigbts, and rased off 
heMM) and polled away their shields, and horded 
d«wb many knights. He fared so, that king. Arttaur 
sHd stt' others knights had great marvel when they 
kv ou»-knight-do 1 so greaf«deeda of arms/ And afar 
Padenddes failed not. w>do his part on the otfeeivsidefc 
twt did mtmamtom^ weU,thataUxnai IML woafct 
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of him. And there king Arthur likened sir Tristrany 
which rode at that time upon a black horse, like unto 
a wood lion; and he likened sir Palomides, that rode 
upon a white horse, unto a wood libbard; and he 
likened sir Gareth and sir Dinadan unto two eager 
wolves. But the custom was such among them, that 
hone of the kings would help other, but all the fel¬ 
lowship of every standard to help other as they 
might. But ever sir Tristram did so many deeds of 
arms, that they of Orkney were weary of him, and to 
withdrew them unto Lonasep. 

CHAP. CLV. 

Bow Sir Tristram was unhorsed and smitten 
down by Sir Launcelot , and qfter that Sir 
Tristram smote down King Arthur .. 

THEN was the cry of heralds and all manner, 
of common people, the green knight had done right 
marvelously, and beaten all them of Orkney: and 
there the heralds numbered, that sir Tristram that 
pot upon the black horse had smitten down with 
spears and swords thirty knights. And sir Palomi- 
des had smitten down twenty knights: and the moat 
part of those fifty knights were of the house of king 
Arthur, and proved knights: u So God me help,” said 
king Arthur unto sir Launcelot, ** this is a great 
shame to ns to see four knights to beat so many 
knights of mine; and therefore make you ready, for 
we will have to do with him .”—** Sir,” said sir 
Launcelot, “ wit ye well that they are two passing 
good knights. And great worship were it not to pa 
now to have to do them, for they have this day sore 
travailled.”—As for that,” said king Arthur, *' t 
will be revenged, and therefore take with you sir 
Bleoberia and sir Ector, and I will be the fourth” 
said king Arthur. “ Sir,” said sir Launcelot, “ ye 
shall find me ready, and my brother, sir Ector, and 
my cousin, sir Bleobcris.” And when they were 
ready, and on horseback,' “ Now choose,” said king 
Arthur unto sir Launcelot, “ with whom ye will ea» 
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counter withal: I will meet with the green knight 
«f»h the black horse, (that was sir Tristram) and my 
cousin, sir Bleoberis, shall match the green knight 
Upon the white horse (that was~sir Palomides); and 
my brother, sir Ector, shall match with the green 
knight upon the White horse (that was sir Gareth). Then 
must I,” said king Arthur, “ hare to do with the 
preen knight upon the grizsled horse” (and that was 
air Dinadan). ** Now let every man take heed to Us 
fellow,* said dr Laoneelot. And so they trotted 
forth together: and there encountered sir Launce- 
lot against sir Tristram; so that dr Laoneelot smote 
dr Tristram so sore upon die shield, that he bear 
hone and man to the ground: but dr Laoneelot 
weened it had been sir Palomides, and so he passed 
forth. And then dr Bleoberis encountered with sir 
Palomides, and he smote him so hard upon the 
shield, that sir Palomides and his white horse tom- 
bled to the ground. Then dr Ector de Marls 
■mote sir Gareth so hard that down he fell from his 
horse. And then king Arthur encountered with sir 
Dinadan, and he smote him quite from his saddle, 
that he fell down to the earth: and then the noffc 
turned awhile how that the green knights were slain, 
when the king of North gal is saw that sir Tristram 
had a fkll, then he remembered him how great deeds 
of arms dr Tristram had done; then he made ready 
many knights; for the custom and cry was such, that 
WW knight were smitten down, and might not be 
horsed again by his fellows, or by his own strength, 
that as that day he should be prisoner onto the party 
that had smitten him down. So came the king of Nortb- 
galis, and he rode straight unto sir Tristram, and 
when be came nigh him, he alighted down suddenly, 
and he took sir Tristram's horse, and said thus 
“ Noble knight, I know thee not of what country 
thou art; but for the noble deeds that thou hast done 
this day, take there my horse, and let me do as well 
as I may : for, as Jem help me, thou art better worthy 
to have my horse than ‘myself .”—“ Gramercy," said- 
sir Tristram, “ and if Jr-may I shall quit it you. 


by Google 



118 ICING ARTHUR, AM) HW 

Look ; that ye go not far from me; and as Lsapp e ac vl 
shall min yon another hone.” And ther e w ith -air 
Tridram mounted upon lra borm, and there be nmt 
with king Artliar, and he give him inch a Mfct 
upon die helm with his sword, that king Arthur had 
no power to keep his saddle. And then sir Tristram 
.gnve Jhe king of Northgalie king Arthur's hone . 
Then was there great press about king Arthur .far tp 
horse him again: butsir Palomides wotdd notsoflw 
Jong. Arthur to be horsed again, bat ever dr Bel©* 
snides smote on the right hand and on the left hand 
mightily as a noble knight. And in the meanwhile 
sir Tristram rode throagb die thickest of the press, 
and smote down knights on the right, hand nad on the 
left hand, and rased off helms, and so.panKd fftrth 
to his pavilions, and left sir Falcmidss on font. And 
•air Tristram changed his horse, and disguised himself 
all in red horse and hamanu «. 


CHAP. CLVI. 

How Sir Tristram changed his Harness , an^f 
how it was all Red; and how he demeaned 
him; and how Sir JHalomides slew Sir Laun- 
celot’s Horse. 

AND whan (the <jueen la beele Jsonde aw sir 
Tristram was wdtoraed, and wist not where be was, 
then she began to weep. .Bat sir Tristram, wbtn.be 
.was ready, came dashing lighty into the field; and 
then la beale Isende espied him : and so he did gmnt 
-deeds of arms with a great spear, to that' sir Tnftcen* 
smote down five knights or ever that he stinted* 
Then air Launeelot espied him readily that it was sir 
Tristram; and then be repented him that he had 
smitten him.down. And so sir Lanacek* want out 
of the press for to east him, and lightly ha came 
again; and so, when sir Tristram came to the pntai, 
throngh his peat force, he: put sirPalopwdes,«p©a his 
horse, and sir Gareth, and *|r Dinadjtn j and than 
-they began to do marvellous deeds ©f arms. Bat nr 
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Tdwildii, nor Ms two toftevts, wht net who bat 
helped him ou homebach agda. Bat ever sir Trie- 
tram was nigh them, sad sac—a rad tbsm; sad tfasy 
Anew not tin, became be was changed Into red ar¬ 
mour; and all Ibis while sir Laanoeiet was away. 
Bo when la besls Isonde knew that dr Trutram was 
again upon his horse, she was pasdng glad; and than 
*he iangbed, and made good cboer. And so it hap¬ 
pened, sir Pakunideo looked ap towards her, where 
she lay ha the window, and he espied bow the 
laughed, and thorawtti botook ouch a rooking in 
himself, that be smote down, what with Ids spear 
and with bis sword, all that ever he met; for, throegh 
the sight of .her,'be was so enamoured >in her loro, 
that Mai 'teemed at that time, that, if both sir Tris¬ 
tram and -sir LaoaeekX had been against bbn, they 
•should 'bare won no worship of him: and in his 
-heart dr Palomklcs wished that with his worship he 
might have to do with sir Tristram before all men, 
hoeaase of la beale Isonde. Then dr Palomklcs began 
to doable his strength, add he dkl so marvelously 
that -all men had wonder at his deeds. And ever he 
east.op his eye to la beale Isonde; and, when he saw 
her make such cheer, he fared like a -lion, that there 
might no knight withstand him. And then sir Tris¬ 
tram beheld how that sir Paloraides bestirred him, 
and then he said Unto dr Dinadan, “ So God me 
help/* said-dr Tristram, “ he is a passing good knighL 
and a well enduring; but such deeds I saw him never 
db, dor never heard I tell that he did to much in one 
day,”—“ It is his day,” said sir Dinadan. And ‘ he 
wonki say no—e —to sir Tristram; bet to himself 
ho said, « And, if ye knew tor whose love he doth 
nlltheae deeds of arms, soon wonki dr Tristram 
-•bate Ids eoerige.”—“ Alas!” said sir Tristram, 
^ that sir Paiomides iswot christened.” So-said king 
Arthur, and so said alt the pooptetkst beheld him. 
Then -all people gave him the prfte as for the best 
knight'that day, that hrpasoed both dr Lanncelot and 
drTVMram. ** Well” sdd shr Dinadan to himself, 
- aM AMs worship that dr Paionddos hath here tbie 
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day, lie may thank the queen I sonde; for, had shb 
t>een away this day, nr Falomides had not gotten the 
prize this day.” Right so there came into the held air 
Launcelot du Lake, and saw and heard die noise and 
cry, and great worship, that sir Launeelot had 
dressed him against sir Falomides with a great and 
mighty spear, and a long, and thought te smite him 
down; and, when sir Palomides saw sir Lanncelot 
come upon him so fast, he ran upon sir Lanneelat 
as fast with his sword as he might: and as sir Latin- 
celot should have stricken him, he smote his spear 
aside, and smote it in two with his sword. And sit* 
Palomides rushed to dr Lanncelot, and thought to 
have put him to a shame; and with his sword he 
smote off hb ,horse** neck, that sir Lanncelot rode 
a pan; and then sir Lanncelot fell unto the ground. 
Then was the cry huge and great—“ See how sir Pa¬ 
lomides, the Saracen, hath smitten down sir Lannoe- 
Jot’s horse!" Right so were there many knights 
wrath with sir Palomides, because be had done that 
deed. Therefore many knights held there against 
that it was unknightly done in a tournament^to kill a 
horse wilfully: but, if it had been done in a plain 
battle, body for body. 


CHAP. CLVII. 

What\ Sir Lanncelot said unto Sir Palomides, 
and how that the Prize of that Day was given 
unto Sir Palomides . 

AND when sir Ector de Maris aaw sir Lattnoe- 
lot, hb brother, have such a despite, and set on foot, 
then he gat a spear eagerly, and ran against sir Ba- 
lomides; and he smote him so hard, that he bare him 
quite from his horse. HuU saw sir Tristram, which 
wasdn red harness, and he smote sir Ector de Maria 
quite and clean from bb horse. Then sir Lanncelot 
deemed hb shield upon hb shoulder, and, with hb 
sword in his hand, came straight upon sir Palomides 
right fieredy, and said, “ Wit thou well that thou 
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lost done me thw day the greate* despite that ever 
any knight did to me in tournament, or in jousts, and 
therefore I will be avenged upon thee; therefore, 
take heed unto thyself."—“ Ah! mercy, noble knight," 
•aid sir Palomides, “ and forgive me toy unkind 
deed; /or I have no power nor might to withstand 
yon. And I have done so much this day, that well 
I know that I never did so much, nor never will do 
again, in all my life days: and therefore, most no¬ 
ble knight, I reqnire thee, spare roe as this day, and 
1 promise you that I shall ever be your knight while 
my life lastelh. And if ye put me from my worship^ 
as now, ye pot me from the greatest worship that 
ever 1 had, or ever shall have, in my life days.”—. 
“ Well,” said sir Launcelot, “ I see, for to say the 
truth, ye have done marvelously well this day, and 
1 understand a party for whose love ye do it, and 
well I wot that love is a great mistress. And if that 
ioy lady were here, as she is not, wit ye well,” said 
air Launcelot, “ that ye should not have borne away 
the worship. But beware that your love be not dis¬ 
covered ; for, and sir Tristram may know it, ye will 
repent it. And, siih my quarrel is not here, ye shall 
have this day the worship: as for me, considering the 
great travail and pain that ye have had, it were no 
Worship for me to put yon from it.” And therewith 
sir Launcelot suffered sir Palomides to depart.. Then 
sir Launcelot, by great force and might, gat bis own 
horse, mangre twenty knights. So, when sir Laun- 
celot was horsed, he did many marvelous deeds of 
arms, and so did sir Tristram and sir Palomides in 
likewise. Then air Launcelot smote down with a 
spear sir Dinadan, and the king of Scotland, and the 
king of Wales, and the king of Northumberland, and’ 
the king of Listinoyse. So when sir Launcelot and his 
follows smote down well forty knights, then came 
the king of Ireland, and the king of the Straight 
Marches, to rescae sir Tristram and sir Palomidea. 
Then began a great medley, and many knights there 
were smitten down on both parties; and always sir 
Launcelot spared air Tristrain, and he spared him - 
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And sir Palomides would not meddle with sir Lan¬ 
celot : and so there was hurtling here and there. And 
then king Arthur sent out many knights of the round 
table; and sir Palomides was ever in the foremost 
front: and sir Tristram did so strongly and so well, 
that the king and the knights had great marvel of him. 
And then the king let blow to lodging; and because 
that sir Palomides began first, never he went nor 
rode out of the field to rest him, but ever he was 
doing miraculously well, both on foot and on horse¬ 
back, and longest during, king Arthur, and all the 
kings, gave sir Palomides the honour and the de¬ 
gree as for that day. Then sir Tristram commanded 
sir Dinadan to fetch the queen la beale Isonde, and 
bring her to his two pavilions that stood by the well; 
and so sir Dinadan did as he was commanded. But 
when sir Palomides understood and wist that sir 
Tristram was in the red armour, and upon the red 
horse, wit ye well that he was right glad, and so 
was sir Gareth and sir Dinadan ; for they all weened 
that sir Tristram had been taken prisoner : and then 
every knight drew to their inn. And then king Arthur 
and every knight spake of those knights; but, above 
all other knights, they gave sir Palomides the degree. 
And all the knights that knew sir Palomides, had won¬ 
der of his deeds. “ Sir,* said sir Launcclot unto 
king Arthur, “ as for sir Palomides, and he be the 
green knight, I dare well say as for this day be Is 
best worthy to have the degree; for he rested him 
never, nor never changed his weed, and he began 
first, and longest held on : and yet well I wot,” said 
sir Laoncelot, “ that there was a far better knight 
than he, and that shall be well proved or we depart, 
upon pain of my life.’' Thus they talked on either 
party: and so sir Dinadan railed with sir Tristram, 
and said, ** What devil is upon thee this day f For 
sir Palomides’s strength feehted never this day, but 
ever he doubled his strength.” 



KNIGHTS Of THE ROUND TABLE. 123 


CHAP. CLVIII. 

How Sir Dinadan provoked Sir Tristram to 
do well. 

** AND thou, sir Tristram, fares! all this day as 
though thou were asleep; and, therefore, 1 call thee 
coward !*’—** Well, sir Danadan,” said sir Tristram, 

“ I was never called coward or now of any earthly 
knight in all my life. And wit thou well, sir, 1 call 
myself never the more coward, though hr Lannoelot 
gave: me a fall; for 1 outkept him of all knights. And 
doubt ye not, sir Dinadan, and if sir Launcetot have 
a good quarrel, he is overgood for any knight that is 
now living. And yet of his sufferance, largeness, 
bounty, and courtesy, 1 call him knight peerless.” 
-And so air Tristram was in manner wrath with sir 
Dinadan. But all this language sir Dinadan said, be. 
cause -he would anger sir Tristram, for to cause him 
to waken his spirits, and for to be wrath; for well^ 
knew sir Dinadan, that, and sir Tristram were tho¬ 
roughly wrath, sir Palomides should not get the prise 
on the morrow ; and for this intent sir Dinadan said 
aH this railing and wrangling against air Tristram. 

“ Truly,” said sir Palomides, “ as for sir Launcelot, 
of his noble knighthood, coartesy, prowess, and gen- 
tieness, I know not his peer: for this day,” said sir 
Palomides, “ I did full uncourteously to dr Lauo» 
cefot, and full unknigbtly; and full knightly and 
-courteously he did to me again. For, and he had 
■been as ungentle to me as 1 was to him, this day I 
had won no worship; and, therefore,” said sir Pa* 
tomides, I shall be sir Laonoelot’s knight while I 
Uve.” This talking was in the bouses of kings: but 
-all kings, lords, and knights, said, “ Of clear knight- 
fcood and pure strength, of bounty and coartesy, sir 
-Launeelot and dr Tristram bare the prise above all 
'knights that ever were in king Arthur’s days.” Aud 
there were never knights in king Arthur’s days did 
Half so many-deeds that they did; ten knights did not 
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half the deeds that they did. And there was never 
knight in their days that required sir Laoncelot or 
sir Tristram of any quest, so it were not to their 
shame, bat they performed their desire. 


CHAP. CLIX. 

How King Arthur and Sir Launcelot came to 
see the Queen la beale Isonde, and how Sir Petr 
lomides smote down King Arthur . 

SO on the morrow sir Launcelot departed, and 
sir Tristram and la beale Isonde were ready with sir 
Palomides and sir Gareth. And so they rode aH in 
green, full freshly be seen unto the forest. . And sir 
Tristram left sir Dinadan sleeping in his bed. And 
so as they rode, it happened that king Arthur and 
sir Launcelot stood in a window, and they saw air 
Tristram and la beale Isonde. “ Sir," said sir Lann- 
celot, " yonder rideth the fairest lady of the world, 
except your queen dame Guenever.”—“ Who is that," 
said king Arthur.—“ Sir, said be, “ it is queen Isonde^ 
which outslept my lady, your queen; she is peerless.** 
—“ Take your horse,” said king Arthur , u and array 
yon at all points, as I will do; and I promise you/* 
said the king, “ I will see her.” Then anon they 
were armed and horsed, and either took a spear, 
and rode unto the forest. “ Sir,” said sir Launcelot^ 
M it is not good that ye go too nigh them; for wit ye 
well they are two as good knights as now are living; 
and, therefore, sir, I pray you be not too hasty, for 
peradventure there wHI some knight be displeased, 
and we come suddenly upon them. “ As for that,” 
said king Arthur, M I will see her; for I take no foree 
whom I grieve.”—“ Sir,” said sir Launcelot, “ ye pot 
yourself in great jeopardy.”—“ As for that,” said the 
kihg, “ we will take the adventure.” Right so anon 
the king rode and came unto her, and graciously sa¬ 
inted her, and said, “ God save you, fair lady.”—* 
M Sir,” said she, “ ye are welcome.” Then the king 
beheld her, and liked her wondrous well. With that 
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■came sir Palomides to king Arthur, and said, “ Tboo 
ttncourteous knight, what seekcst thou hero; thou art 
ttncourteons to come upon a lady thus suddenly, there* 
fore withdraw thee.” King Arthur took no heed of 
sir Palomides* words, but always be looked upon 
queen I sonde. Then sir Palomides was wrath, and 
therewith he took a spear, and came hurtling upon 
king Arthur, and smote him down with his spear. 
When sir Launcelot saw the despite of sir Palomides, 
he said to himself, “ I am loth to have to do with 
yonder knight, and not for his own sake, but for sir 
Tristram’s sake: and one thing I am sure of, if I 
smite down sir Palomides, I must have to do with air 
Tristram, and that were overmuch for me to match 
them both,* for they are two noble knights. Not* 
withstanding whether I live or die, needs must I re¬ 
venge my lord, and so will I whatsoever befal of 
me." •And therewith sir Launcelot cried to sir Pa¬ 
lomides, “ Keep thee from me." And then sir Laun¬ 
celot and sir Palomides encountered together with two 
spears, full strongly; but sir Launcelot smote sir Pa¬ 
lomides so hard, that he went quite out of the saddle, 
and haM a great fill. When sir Tristram saw sir 
Palomides have such a fall, he said unto sir Laun¬ 
celot, “ Sir knight, keep thee, for I must needs joust 
with thee."—“As for to joust with me,” said sir 
Launcelot, " I will not fail you, for no dread I have 
of you; but I am full loth to have to do with you, and 
I might choose; for I will that ye wit that I must 
revenge my special lord that was unhorsed unwarily 
and unknightly; and, therefore, though I have re¬ 
venged the fall, take yc no displeasure therein, for he 
Is to me such a friend, that I may not see him 
shamed." Anon sir Tristram understood full well by 
his person and by his knightly words, that it was sir 
Lanncelot du Lake. And verily sir Tristram deemed 
that it had been king Arthur, he that sir Palomides 
had smitten down. And then sir Tristram put his 
spear from him, and put sir Patotnides again on 
horseback; and sir Launcelot put king Arthur again 
on horseback, and so departed. “ So God me help," 
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said sir Triitram unto Palomides, “ ye did not woo* 
ehipfully when ye smote down that knight so m&* 
detrfy as ye did ; and wit ye well ye did yourself 
great shame; for the knights came hither of their gen¬ 
tleness for to see a fair lady, and that is every good 
knight's part to behold a fair lady; and thou had not 
to do to play such mischief before my lady, wktbott 
Well it will turn to anger, for he that thou smote dowti 
Was the ldug, and that other was the good knight sir 
Lanncelot; but I shall not forget the words of sir 
Launcelot when he called him a man of great wop, 
ship, thereby I knew that it was king Arthur; and as 
for sir Launcelot, and there had been five hundred 
knights in the meadow, he would not have refused 
none of them, and yet he said that he would refhse 
me; by that again I wist that it was sir Lanncelot, 
for ever he forbeareth me m every place, and showed! 
me great kindness; and of ail knights I out-take none, 
(say what men will say,) he beareth the flower of all 
Chivalry, tell it him who will, and he be well angered, 
and that him list to do his uttermost, without favour, 
I know him not on Jive; but that sir Lanncelot is 
over hard for him, be it on horseback or on foot.** 
*«I may never believe," said sir Palomides, “ that 
king Arthur Will ride so privily as doth a poor er¬ 
rant-knight."—“ I," said sir Tristram, “ ye know not 
yet ray lord king Arthur, for all knights may learn to 
be a good knight of him; and, therefore, ye may be 
sorry of your unkind deeds to so noble a king."—** A 
tiling that is done may not be undone," said sir Falo- 
inidrs. Then sir Tristram sent queen Isonde unto 
her lodging in the priory, there to behold all the tour¬ 
naments. 


CHAP CLX. 

How the second Day Sir Palomides forsook Sir 
Tristram , and went to the contrary Part 
against him . 

THEN there was a cry made unto aH knights that 
When they heard a horn blow, that they should:—rite 
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J«ist» as they did the first day. And like as the 
brethren, sir Edward and sir Sadocke, begaa the 
jousts the first day, sir U waine, the king's son, Urein, 
and sir Lucan, the butler, began the jousts the second 
day. And there at the first encoun t er sir U waine 
smote down the king’s son of Scotland; and sir Lacan 
ran against the king of Wales, and they break theic 
spears all to pieces; and they were both so fierce, that 
they hurtled together, and fell both to the ground. 
Then they of Orkney horsed again air Lacan. And 
then came there in sir Tristram dc Lyons; and then 
sir Tristram smote down sir U waine and sir Lacan. 
And air Palomides smote down other two knights | 
and in likewise sir Gareth smote down other two 
knights. Then said king Arthur unto sir.Lanncelot 
do Lake, “ See yonder three knights do passing well, 
and namely the first that jousted."—“ Sir,” said sir 
Launcelot, “that knight beginneth not yet; bnt ye 
shall see him do this day marvellous deeds of arms.** 
And then came iuto the place the duke’s son of Ork¬ 
ney, and then they began for to do many deeds of 
arras. When sir Tristram saw him so begin, he said 
unto sir Paloiniiles, “ how feel ye yourself. May yow 
do this day as ye did yesterday.”—“ Nay " said sir 
Palomides, “ I feel myself so weary and so bruised of 
the deeds of yesterday, that l may not endure as I did 
yesterday.”—“ That me repenteth,” said sir Tristram, 
“ for I shall lack you this day.”—“ Sir,” said sir Palo- 
raides, “ trust not to me, for 1 may not do as I hava 
donp.” All these words said sir Palomides for to de¬ 
ceive sir Tristram. “ Sir,” said sir Tristram unto sir 
Gareth, “then I must trust upon you; wherefore I 
beseech you be not far from me to rescue me.”-— 
“ And if need be,” said sir Gareth, “ 1 shall not fail 
yon in all that I may do.” Then sir Palomides rode 
by himself, and in despite of sir Tristram he pat him¬ 
self in the thickest press among them of Orkney. 
And there he did so marvellous deeds of arms, that 
ail men had great wonder of him; for there might 
none stand him a stroke. When sir Tristram saw sir 
Palomides- do suck deeds, he had great marvel of 
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him, and said, “ He is weary of my company.? So 
sir TYistram beheld him a great while, and did bat 
little else; for the noise and cry was so huge and 
great, that sir Tristram marvelled greatly from whence 
came the strength that sir Palomides had there in the 
field. “Sir," said sir Gareth onto sir Tristram, “ re¬ 
member ye not of the words that sir Dinadan said 
nnto you yesterday, when he called yea 4 coward ;* 
forsooth, sir, he said it for none evil; for ye are the 
wm u in the world that he most loveth, and all that he 
said was for your worship; and, therefore," Mid sir 
Gareth nnto sir Tristram, 44 let me know this day 
what ye be, and wonder ye not so upon sir Palo- 
mides, for he enforceth himself for to win all the 
worship and honour from you."—■“ I may well be¬ 
lieve," said sir Tristram, 44 and sith I understand his 
evil will and his envy, ye shall see if that 1 enforce 
ihyself, that the noise shall be left which now is upon 
him." Then sir Tristram rode into the thickest of all 
the press, and then he did marvellously well, and 
did so great deeds of arms, that all the people there 
said, that 44 Sir Tristram did double the deeds of arms 
that sir Palomides had done aforehand." And then 
the noise went plain from sir Palomides, and all the 
people cried npon sir Tristram. 44 Oh ! Jesu," said 
the people, “sec how sir Tristram smiteth down with 
his spear so many knights; and see," said they all, 
“ how many knights he smiteth down with his sword, 
and of how many knights he rusbeth off their helms 
and their shields." And so he beat all those of Ork¬ 
ney afore him. “ How, now," said sir Launceiot 
unto king Arthur, 44 1 told you that this day there 
should a knight play his pageant: yonder rideth a 
knight, ye may see how he doth knightly, for he hath 
strength and wind." “ So God me help," said king 
Arthur to sir Launceiot, 44 ye say sooth, for I saw 
never a better knight; for he passeth far sir Palo- 
nrides."—■“ .Sir, wit ye well,” said sir Launceiot, “ it 
needs must be so of right, for it is himself that noble 
knight sir Tristram."—I may right well believe it,” 
said king Arthur. But when sir Palomides heard that 
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ftc hoiae and the cry was returned from Mm, he rode 
oat apart and beheld sir lYfetram. And when rir 
ftdomides saw sir Tristram do so marvellous well, he 
wept passing sore for despite, for be wist well that he 
should win no worship that day: for well knew sir 
Palomhies, when sir Tristram pat forth his strength 
md Msnumhood, be should get bat little worship that 
dsy. 


CHAP. CLXL 

How Sir Tristram departed out of the Field and 
, awaked Sir JDinadan, and changed his Array 
all into Black. 

THEN came there king Arthur, and the king of 
Horthgalis, and sir Launcetot dn Lake, and sir Belo. 
beris, sir Bora de Galis, and sir Ector de Maris, these 
three knights came into the Held with the noble knight 
dr Lannceiot. And then sir Lannceiot, with the 
three knights of his kin, did so great deeds of arms, 
that ail the noise began npon sir Lannceiot. And so 
they beat the king of Wales and the king of Scots 
far aback, and made them to avoid the field ; bat sir 
Tristram and sir Gareth abode still in the field, and 
eadared all that ever there came, that all men had 
great wonder that any knights might endure so many 
strokes. But ever sir Lannceiot and his three kins¬ 
men, by the commandment of sir Lannceiot, forbear 
air Tristram. Then said king Arthur, “ that is sir 
Fatomides that ehdureth so well.”—“ Nay,” said sir 
Lannceiot, "wit ye well, it is the'good knight sir 
Tristram de Lyons; for yonder ye may see how sir 
Fatomides beholdeth and hoveth, and doth little or 
nought; and, sir, ye shad understand that sir Tristram 
meaneth in this day (o beat ns all out of the field $ 
and as for me,” said sir Lanncetot, “ 1 shall not beat 
him, beat Mm who so will. Sir,” said sir Launcelot 
onto king Arthur, “ ye may see how sir Palomides 
hoveth yonder as though he were in a dream; wit y« 
well he is full heavy that sir Tristram doth such 
82 
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deeds of arms.”—" Then is he bat a fool," said kin? 
Arthur, “ for never was sir Pdomides, nor never 
shall be, of such prowess as sir Tristram is of; and if 
lie have any envy at sir Tristram, and cometh in with 
film upon his side, he is a false knight." As kin? 
Arthur aqd sir Laancelot thus spake, sir Tristram rode 
privily out of the press, that none espied him but la 
freale I sonde and sir Palomides, for they two would 
not let their eyes go from sir Tristram. And when 
sir Tristram came to his pavilions, he found sir Dl- 
nadan in his bed asleep. “ Awake," said sir Tria- 
tram, “ ye ought for to be ashamed so to sleep when 
knights have done in the Add." Then dr Dinadan 
arose lightly, and said, “ What will ye that I shall 
do."—" Make you ready," said sir Tristram, '* for to 
Tide with me into the field." So when sir Dinadan 
was armed, he looked upon sir Tristram's helm and 
upon his shield; and when he saw so many strokes 
upon his helm and upon his shield, he said, “ In good 
time was I thus asleep, for had I been with you, I 
must needs, for shame, there have followed yOu, 
more for shame than for any prowess that is in me, 
that I see well now by the strokes, that I should have 
licen beaten as I was yesterday.”—"Leave your japes," 
said sir Tristram, " and come off, that we were in the 
field again."—" What,” said sir Dinadan, " is yoar 
heart plucked up now; yesterday ye feared as though 
ye had dreamed." So then sir Tristram was arrayed 
nil in black harness. " Oh l Jesn," said sir Dinadan, 
V what aileth yon this day; me seemeth that ye be 
wilder now than ye were yesterday."—Then sir Tris¬ 
tram smiled and said unto sir Dinadan, " Await well 
upon me if ye see me overmatched; look that ye ever 
behind me, and I shall make you ready way by God's 
grace.’* So sir Tristram and sir Dinadan took their 
horses. All this espied sir Palomides, both their 
going and their coming, and so did la beale Isoode, 
for she knew sir Tristram above all other. 
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CHAP. CLXH. 

Bow Sir Palomides changed his Shield and his 
Armour for to hurt Sir Tristram , and what 
Sir Launcelot did to Sir Tristram . 

“ SO then sir Palomides saw that dr Tristram was 
disguise*, then be thought to do him a shame. So sir 
Launcelot rode onto a knight that was sore wounded* 
which sat under a fair well from the field. “ Sir 
knight,” said sir Palomides, “ I pray you that you 
will lend me your armour and yoor shield, for mine 
Is over well known in the field, and that hath done me 
great damage, and ye shall have mine armour and my 
shield that is as sore as yours.”—“ I will well,” said 
the knight, “ that ye have mine armour and my 
shield, if they may do you any avail.” So sir Palo* 
midea armed him hastily ha that knight’s armour, and 
took his shield that shined as bright as any chriatal or 
silver, and so be came riding into the field. And their 
there was neither sir Tristram nor none of king Ar* 
thor’s party that knew sir Palomides: and right so as 
sir Palomides was coming into the field, sir Tristram 
smote down three knights even in the right of sir 
Palomides. And then sir Paiomkles rode against sir 
Tristram, and either met with other with great spears 
and brake them onto their hands, and then they 
dresed them together with swords full eagerly. Then 
sir Tristram marvelled much what knight he was that 
did battle with him so knightly. Then was sir Tris¬ 
tram passing wrath, for he felt him passing strong, so 
that he deemed he might not have to do with the 
remnant of the knights because of the strength of sir 
Palomides. So they lashed together and gave many 
sad strokes one to the other: and many knights 
marvelled what he might be that so encountered with 
the black knight sir Tristram. Full well knew la 
beale I sonde that that was sir Palomides that fought 
with sir Tristram, for she espied all in her window 
where she stood, as sir Palomides changed bis harness 
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-with the wounded knight: and then she began to weep 
tor the despite of sir Palomides, that there she swooned* 
Then came in sir Lanncelot with the knights of Orkney; 
when the other party espied sir Launcelot they cried, 
u Return! Return! here cometh sir Lanncelot da 
Lake.” So there cometh knights that said unto him, 
“ Sir Lanncelot, ye must needs fight with yonder 
knight in the black harness,” which was dr Tristram, 
** for be had almost overcome that good knight Shaft 
fighteth with the silver shield,” and that was sir Pato* 
mldes. Then sir Lanncelot rode between sir Tristram 
and sir Palomides, and said unto sir Palomides, “Mr 
knight, let me have the battle, for ye have need to rest 
you.” Sir Palomides knew sir Lanncelot well, and so 
did sir Tristram; but, because that sir Launoetot was 
a Car hardier knight than himself, therefore he waa 
glad, and suffered sir Lanncelot t6 fight with sirTris- 
tram, for well wist he that sir Lanncelot* knew not 
dr Tristram* And there he hoped that sir LaancetoC 
should beat or shame sir Tristram, whereof sir Palo* 
inkles was full well repaid. And sir Launcelot gave 
air Tristram foil many sad strokes, but sir Lanncelot 
knew not that he was sir Tristram, but sir Tristram 
knew well that he waa sir Lanncelot: and than, 
fought they long together, that la beale I sonde wae 
well out of her mind with sorrow. Then sir Dinadan 
told sir Gareth how that knight in the black harness 
was sir Tristram, and this is sir Launcelot that fighteth 
with him, which needs must have the better of him, 
for sir Tristram hath had too much travail this day. 
“ Then let us smite him down,” said sir Gareth.—“ So 
it is better that we do,” said sir Dinadan, “ rather 
than sir Tristram should be shamed, for yonder 
hoveth the strong knight with the silver shield for 
to fall upon sir Tristram if need be.” Then forth 
withal sir Gareth rushed upon sir Launcelot and gave 
him a great stroke upon the helm, so hard, that he 
was all stunned; and then came sir Dinadan with a 
great spear and he smote sir Lanncelot such a buffet, 
that horse and all fell to the ground* “ Oh Jen,’* 
•aid sir Tristram to air Gareth, and to dr Dinadan, 
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* te tor ibme, why hare ye smitten down to food 
a knight as he in, and namely when I had to do with 
him. Now ye do yourselves great shame, and him 
no diswonhip, for I held him reasonably hot though 
ye had not.helped me.” And (hen came air Palomides, 
that was disguised, and smote down sir Dinadan from 
his hotse. Then sir Launcelot, because that sir Dina* 
dan had smitten him down aforehand, he assailed sir 
Dinadan passing sore, and sir Dinadan defended him 
mightily. But well understood sir Tristram that sir 
Dinadan might not endure sir Launcelot, wherefore 
sir Tristram was sorry. Then came sir Palomides 
fresh upon sir Tristram, and when sir Tristram saw 
him coming, he thought to deliver him at once, be* 
erase he would kelp sir Dinadan, for he stood in great 
peril with sir Launcelot. Then sir Tristram hurtled 
unto sir Palomides, and gave him a great buffet, and 
■hr Tristram gat sir Palomkles and pulled him down 
underneath him, and so fell sir Tristram with him, 
and sir Tristram lept up lightly and left sir Palo- 
(hides, and went between sir Launcelot and sir Dina- 
dan, and then they began to do battle together. Bight 
so str Dinadan gat sir Tristram’s horse and said on 
Wgh, so that sir Launcelot might hear It. u My 
lord, sir Tristram, take your horse.’* And when sir 
Launcelot heard him name sir Tristram, “ Oh Jesu,** 
said sir Launcelot, “ what have I donet 1 am dls- 
honoured. Ah, my lord, sir Tristram,** said sir Lann- 
oelot, ** why are ye disguised, ye have put yourself hi 
great peril this day; but I pray you, noble knight, 
pardon me, for and I had known yon, we had not 
done this battle.**—“ Sir,” said sir Tristram, “ this is 
Hot tire first kindness yc have shewed me,** and so 
they were both horsed again. Then all the people on the 
one side gave sir Launcelot die honouf and the degree, 
and the other side all the people gave unto the noble 
ktalght, sir Tristram, the honour and the degree. But 
sir Launcelot said nay thereto, “ for I am not worthy 
to have this honour, for I will report me nnto all 
knights that sir Tristram has been longer in the field 
than I, and he. hath smitten down many more knights 
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this (lay than I have done. And, therefore, I wilt 
give sir JTri strain my voice and my name, and so l 
pray yo^ail my lords and fellows to do. And thetn 
was there the whole voice of dukes and earls, baron* 
and knights, that sir Tristram this day has proved the 
best knight. 


CHAP. CLXIIL 

How Sir Tristram departed with la beale Tsonde , 
add how Sit Palomides followed and excused 
him. 

THEN they blew unto lodging, and queen I sonde 
was led into her pavilions. But wit yon well that 
she was wrath out of measure with sir Palomides, for 
she had seen all his treason from the beginning onto 
the ending. And all this while neither sir Tristram 
sir Gareth, nor sir Dinadan knew not of the treason of 
sir Palomides. Bat afterward ye shall bear that there 
befel the greatest debate between sir Tristram and si* 
Palomides that might be. So when the tournament was 
done,sir Tristram, sir Gareth, and sir Dinadan rode with 
la beale Isonde unto their pavilions, and always sir 
Palomides rode with them in their company disguised 
as he was: but when sir Tristram had espied him, 
that he was the same knight with the shield of silver, 
the which held him so hot that same day; “ Sir 
knight,” said sir Tristram, “ wit ye well that there ia 
none of us that hath any need of your fellowship; and, 
therefore, 1 pray you depart from us.” Sir Palomides 
answered again as though be had not known nr 
Tristram. ** Wit ye well, sir knight that from this 
fellowship will 1 not depart, for one of the best 
knights of the world commanded me to be in this 
company, and till he discharge me of my service, I 
will not be discharged.” By that sir Tristram knew 
that it was sir Palomides: “ Sir Palomides,” said sir 
Tristram, “ are ye such a knight, ye have been named 
wrong, for ye have been called a gentle knight, and 
as this day ye have shewn me great ungentieness, for 
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ye had almost brought me onto my death: bat as for 
you, I suppose I should have done well enough; bat 
sir Laancelot, with you, was overmuch for me, for I 
know no knight living bat sir Laancelot is over good 
for him, and he will do his uttermost."—“ Alas,* sahl 
air Palomides, “ are ye my lord, sir Tristram."— 
“ Yea, sir, and that ye knew well enough.”—“ By 
my knighthood" said sir Palomides, u until now I 
knew you not, for I weened that ye had been the king 
of Ireland, for I wot well that ye bear his arms."— 
u His arms I bear," said sir Tristram, “ and that will 
I stand by, for I won them once in a held of a full 
noble knight, whose name was sir Marhaus, and with 
great pain I won that good knight, for there was none 
other recovery, but sir Marhaus died of false leeches, 
and yet never he yielded him to me."—“ Sir," said 
sir Palomides, I weened ye had been turned upon sir 
Lancelot's party, and that caused me to turn ."—“ Ye 
say well," said sir Tristram, ** and so I take you, 
and I forgive it you." So then they rode unto then- 
pavilions, and when they were alighted they unarmed 
them and washed their faces and hands, and to set 
them at their table, and went to meat. And when la 
beale Isonde saw dr Palomides, she changed her 
colour, and for wrath she might not speak. Anon, 
sir Tristram espied her countenance and said, “ Ma¬ 
dam* for what cause make ye us such cheer, we have 
been sore travailed this day ."—“ My dear lord,” said 
la beale Isonde, “ for God’s sake be ye not displeased 
with me, for 1 may none otherwise do, for I saw 
*Ms day how ye were betrayed, and nigh brought 
unto yonr death. Truly, nr, I saw every deal, how, 
and in what wise; and therefore, sir, how should I 
suffer in your presence such a felon and traitor as sir 
Palomides is, for 1 saw him with mine eye how he 
beheld you when ye went out of the Add; for always 
he looked dill upon his horse till he saw yon come in 
aguinward; and then forthwith 1 saw him ride to the 
tort knight and changed harness with him, and then 
. straight I saw him how he rode into the field; and, 
anon,as be bad found you, be encountered with you. 
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and thus wilfully nr Palomidea did battle withyot) 
and as for him, sir, l, was not greatly afraid, but I 
dread sir Laoncelot that knew yon not.”—“ Madam,*? 
said sir Palomides, “ ye may say what ye will, I may 
not contrary yon, hot by my knighthood I knew not 
sir Tristram.”—“ Sir Palomides,** said sir Tristram, u I 
will hold you excused, bat well I wote ye spared me 
hot little, but all is pardoned on my part.” Then la 
be&le Jaonde held down her head and said no more. 


CHAP. CLXIV. 

How King Arthur and Sir Launcelot came Into 
their Pavilions as they sate at Supper, and of 
Sir Palomides . 

AND. therewithal two knights armed gum* into 
their pavilions, and there they alighted both, and «»nw 
in armed at all pieces. “ Fair knight,” said star 
Tristram, “ ye are to blame to come thus armed at 
all pieces upon us, while we are at our meat; if ye 
would any thing, when we were in the field, ye 
might have eased your hearts.”—“ Not so,” said the 
one of those knights, <( we come not for that intent, 
but wit ye well sir Tristram, we become hither as 
your friends; and I am come here,” said the one, 
“ sir to see you, and this knight is come for to see 
la beale l«onde.”—“ Then” said sir Tristram, “Ip*. 
quire you do off your helms, that I may see you.”— 
“ That will we do at your desire,” said the knights. 
And when their'helms were off, sir Tristram thoaght 
that he should know them. Then .said air Dinadan 
privily unto sir Tristram, “ Sir, that is sir Launcelot 
du Lake that spake unto you first, and the other is 
my lord king Arthur.” Then said sir Tristram onto 
la beale 1 sonde, “ Madam, arise j for here is my 
lord king Arthur.*’ Then the king and the queen 
kissed, qad sir Launcelot and sir Tristram embraced 
either other in arms, and then there was joy without 
measure; and, at the request of la beale Isoade, 
king Arthur and sir Unn odot were m an ned. And 
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•tea was there merry talking: m Madam," aatd king 
Arthur, “ it is -many a day sKh that I have desired 
to see you; for ye have been praised for so fair, and 
now I dare say ye are the fairest that ever I saw, and 
sir Tristram is as fair and as good a knight as any 
that I do known, therefore me seeraeth ye are right 
■well beset together."—“ 8ir, God thank yon,’’ said 
sir Tristram, “ and la beale I sonde, of yonr great 
goodness and largeness, for ye are peerless; and (has 
they talked of divers things, and of all the whole 
jousting. “ But for what cause," said king Arthur, 
** were ye sir Tristram against us; ye are a knight of 
the round table, of right ye ahould have been with 
us."— f* My lord,” said sir Tristram, ** here is fir 
Dinadan and sir Gareth of Orkney, your own nephew 
caused me to be against you.”—“ My lord king Ar¬ 
thur,” said sir Gareth, M I may well bear the blame, 
but it was sir Tristram's own deeds .”—■** That may I 
repent,” said sir Dinadan; ** for this unhappy sir 
Tristram brought ns to this tournament, and many 
great buffets he caused ns to have.” Then king Ar¬ 
thur and sir Launcelot laughed that they might not 
ait. “ What knight was that,” said king Arthur, 
“ that held yon so short, he with the shield of silver t” 
“ Sir,” said sir Tristram, “ here he sitteth at this 
board.”—“ What?” said king Arthur, ** was it sir 
Palomides ?”—** Wit ye well, it was he,” said la 
beale Isonde.—“ So God me help,” said king Ar¬ 
thur, ** that was unknigbtly done of you of so good 
a knight; for 1 have heard much people call yon a 
courteous knight.”—“ Sir,” said sir Palomides, “ I 
knew not sir Tristram, because he was so disgnisbd.” 

■—“ So God me help,” said sir Launcelot, “ it may 
well be, for I knew not sir Tristram; but I marvel 
why he turned mi our party: that was done for the 
same cause,” said sir Launeelot.—•“ As for that,” said 
sir Tristram, “ J have pardoned him; and I would 
be right loth to leave his fellowship, for I love bis 
company." So they left oft, and talked of other 
matters; and in the evening king Arthur and sir 
Launcelot departed onto their lodging. But wit ye 
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weU, sir Palomides had great envy, for all that night 
he had no rest in his bed, but wailed and wept oat 
of measure. So, on the morrow sir Tristram, sir Ga¬ 
reth, and sir Dinadan arose eatly, and then went 
unto sir Palomides’ chamber, and there they found 
him fast on sleep; for he had all night watched, and 
it was seen upon his cheeks that he had wept full 
sore. “ Say nothing,’’ said sir Tristram, “ for 1 am 
sure he hath taken anger and sorrow for the rebaka 
tnat I gave him and la beale I sonde.” 

CHAP. CLXV. 

Bow Sir Tristram and Sir Palomides did the next 

day, and how King Arthur was unhorsed . 

AN D then sir Tristram let call sir Palomides, and 
bad him make him ready, for it was time to go unto 
the field. When they were ready, they were armed 
and clothed all in red, both la beale Isonde and they 
all. And so they led her passing freshly through the 
field into the priory, where was her standing; and 
then they heard three blasts blow, and every king 
and knight dressed him unto the field. And the first 
that was ready to joust was sir Palomides, and sir 
Kainus le Strange, a knight of the round table ; and 
so they two encountered together, but sir Palomides 
smote sir Kainus so hard, that he smote him quite 
over his horse's croup. And so forthwith sir Palo, 
mides smote down another knight, and then he broke 
his spear, and drew out his sword, and did wondroua 
well; and then the noise began greatly upon sir Pa¬ 
lomides. “ Loi’’ said king Arthur, “ yonder sir 
Palomides beginneth to play his pageant.” “ So God 
me help,” said king Arthur, “ he is a passing good 
knight.” And right as they stood thus talking, in 
came sir Tristram as thunder, and he encountered 
with sir Kaye, the seneschal, and there smote iiim 
down quite from his horse; and with the same spear 
sir Tristram smote down three knights more, and 
then he drew out his sword and did marvellously. 
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And the* the noise and cry changed from dr P» 
lomides, and turned onto air Tristram, and all the 
people cried, “ Oh, Tristram! oh, Tristram 1” And 
then wa» air Palomides clean forgotten. “ How now,” 
said air Launcelot onto king Arthur, u yonder ridetb 
a knight that playeth hia pageants.”—“ So God me 
help,” said king Aitbnr to sir Lanncelot, ” ye shall 
see this day that yonder two knights shall do here 
many wonders.”—“ Sir,” said sir Lanncelot, “ tbf 
one knight waiteth upon the other, and enforceth 
himself throngh envy to pass the noble knight sir 
Tristram, and ye know not the p ivy envy tfekt sir 
Palomides hath onto him; for all that the noble sir 
Tristram doth, is through clean knighthood.” And 
then sir Gareth and sir Dinadan did wondrous deeds 
of arms as two noble knights, so that king Arthur 
speak of them great hononr, the kings and knights of 
sir Tristram’s side did passing well, and held them 
trnly together. Then king Arthnr and sir Lanncelot 
took their horses and dressed them, and- gat them 
into the thickest of the press; and there sir Tristram 
unknowing smote down king Arthur. And then 
air Lanncelot would have rescued him but them 
were so many upon him, that they palled him down 
from his horse. And then the king of Ireland, and 
the king of Scotland, did there pain to take king, 
Arthur and sir I>a»»jocelot prisoners. When sir 
Launcelot heard them say so, he fared as if he had 
been an hungry lion, for he fared so that no knight 
darst oonte nigh him. Then came sir Eotor de 
Maris, and he bear a spear against sir Palomides, and 
break it upon him all to shivers. And then sir Ector 
came again, and gave sir Palomides snch a dash with 
his sword, that he stooped down upon his saddle bow, 
and forthwitha! air Ector palled down sir Palomides 
with hte feet; and then sir Ector gat sir Launcelot an 
horsey and brought him the horse, and bade him mount 
upon him. Bat sir Palomides slept before him, and 
gat the horse by the bridle, and lept unto the saddle. 
“ So God me help,” said sir Lanncelot, “ ye are better 
worthy to have that horse than I.” Then sir Ector 
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brought sir L&nncelot another horse. “ Gramercy, 
gentle brother," said sir Launcelot. And so when he 
was horsed again, with one spear he smote down four 
knights, aud then sir Launcelot brought unto king 
Arthur one of the best of the four horses. Then sir 
Launcelot, with king Arthur, and with a few of his 
knights of sir Launcelot’s kin, did marvellous deeds 
of arms; for that time sir Launcelot smote down 
and pulled down thirty knights, notwithstanding the 
other party held them so fast together, that king Ar¬ 
thur and his knights were overmatched. And when 
sir Tristram saw what labour king Arthur and his 
knights did, and more especially the noble deeds that 
air Launcelot did with his own hands, he marvelled 
greatly thereof. 


CHAP. CLXVT. 

How Sir Tristram turned to King Arthur's side , 
and how Sir Palomides would not. 

THEN sir Tristram called nnto him air Palomides, 
air Gareth, and sir Dinadan, and said thus unto them: 

“ My fair fellows, wit ye well that I will turn unto 
king Arthur’s party, for I saw never so few men do 
ao well. And it will be a shame to us knights that 
be of the round table, to see our lord king Arthur, 
and that noble knight sir Laoncelot, to be dishonour¬ 
ed.”—" It will be well done," said sir Gareth and air 
Dinadan."—-** Do your best,’* said sir Palomidet, “ for 
I will not change my part that I come in withal.”— 

** That is for my sake/* said nr Tristram, “ God speed 
you well in your journey and so departed sir Pi- 
lomkles from them. Then sir Tristram, sir Gareth, 
and sir Dinadan, turned to sir Launcelot; and then - 
air Launcelot smote down the king of Ireland quite 
from his horse; and, after that, Sir Launcelot smote 
down the king of Scotland, and the king of Wales. 
And then king'£rthur ran nnto air Palomides, and 
•mote him quite from his horse. And then sir Tris¬ 
tram bore down all that be met; fir Gareth and sir 
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Pinadan did there u noble knight*. Then all the 
parties began to flee. “ Ala*!” said sir Palomides* 
“ that ever I should see this day ; for now have I lost 
all the worship that I won.” And then sir Palomides 
went his way wailing; and so withdrew him till he 
came to a well, and there he pet his horse from him, 
and took off bis annoar, and wept and wailed like as 
he had been a woman. Then many knights gave the 
price onto sir Tristram; and there were many that 
gave the prise onto sir Lanncelot. “ Fair lords,” 
said sir Tristram, “ I thank you of the honour that 
ye would give me; but I pray you heartily, that ye 
will give your voice unto sir Lauocelot; for by my 
faith,” said sir Tristram, “ I will give air JLauncelot 
my voice.” But sir Lanncelot would not have it; and 
so the prize was given between them both. Then 
every man rode unto his lodging. And sir Bleoberis, 
sir Ector de Maris, rode with sir Tristram and queen 
la bealc Isonde, unto their pavilion. Then, as sir 
Palomides was at the well, wailing and weeping, 
there came to him the king of Wales, and the king of 
Scotland, and, when they saw sir Palomides in that 
rage, “ Alas!” said they, “ that so noble a 'man as 
ye be, should be in this array.” And then those two 
lungs got sir Palomides* horse again, and made him 
to arm him, and mount upon his horse; and so he 
rode with them, making great dole. So when sir 
Palomides came nigh the pavilions there, as sir Tri*. 
tram and la beale Isonde were, then sir Palomides 
prayed the two kings to abide there awhile,, till he 
had spoken with sir Tristram. And when be came 
unto the gate of the pavilions, there sir Palomides 
said, all on high, “ Where art thou,” sir Tristram dc 
Lyons?”—“ Sir,” said sir Dinadan, “ that is sir 
Palomides.”—“What! sir Palomides,” said sir Ti is* 
tram, “ will ye.not come inhere among us.”—“ Fie 
on thee, traitor!” said sir Palomides, “ for wit thou 
. well, and it were day-light, as it is night, 1 would 
slay thee with mine own hands; and if ever I may 
• get thee,” sai d sir Falomides, “ thou shalt die for 
'this day’s deed.”—" Sir Palomides,” said sir Tris* 
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tram, "ye blame me wrongftiHy; for, had ye done at 
I did, ye had worship. But, -tilth ye give me to 
large warning, I shall well be ware of yoa.”—" Fie 
bn thee, traitor !” said sir Palomidee, and therewith 
departed. Then, on the morrow, sir Tristram, wit 
Bleoberis, and sir Ector, sir Gareth, and sir Dinadan, 
what by water, and what by land, they brought In 
beale I sonde unto Joyous Gard, and there rested 
them seven days, and made all the mirths and dis¬ 
ports that they could devise. And king Arthur and 
his knights drew nnto Camelot. And sir Patomidee 
drew with the two kings; and ever he made the 
greatest dole that any can think: for he was not all 
only so dolorous for the departing from la beale 
I sonde, bnt he was a part as sorrowful to depart from 
the fellowship of sir Tristram; for sir Trisb*amwm 
so kind, and so gentle, that when sir Palemrkles re¬ 
membered him thereof, he might not be merry. 

CHAP. CLXVII. 

J low Sir Bleoberis and Sir Ector reported to 
Queen Guenever the Beauty of la beale Isonde. 

AND so, at the seven nights end, sir Bleoberis 
and sir Ector departed from sir Tristram and from 
the queen la beale Isonde, and these two knights, and 
air Gareth, and sir Dinadan, abode with sir Tris¬ 
tram. And when sir Bleoberis and sir Ector were 
come tiiere, as queen Guenever was lodged in a cas¬ 
tle by the sea side, and, through the grace of God, 
the queen was recovered of her malady. Then she 
asked the two knights from whence they came. They 
mid, that they came from sir Tristram and la beale 
Isonde. “ How doth sir Tristram,'” said queen Gnen- 
ever, “ and !a beale Isonde.”—■" Truly,” said those 
two knights, " he doth as a noble knight should do; 
and, as for the queen, la beale Isonde, she is pear¬ 
less of all ladies; for to speak of her beauty, bounty, 
and mirth, and of her goodness, we saw never her 
«atch, as far as we have ridden and gone.?—" Oh 
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mercy, Jeen !** said queen Gneoever, “ so saith id 
the people that hath seen and spoken with her; I 
would to God that I had part of her conditions; and 
it misfortaned me of my sickness while that tourna¬ 
ment endured; and, as 1 suppose I shall never see 
in all my life such an assembly of knights and ladles 
as ye had there/* Then die knights told her how sir 
Palomides won the degree at the first day, with 
great nobleness; and the second day sir Tristram won 
the degree, and the third day sir Launcelot woo the 
degree. ** Well," said queeu Queuever, “ who did 
best of all these three days."—“ Go God help me," 
said the knights, “ sir Launcelot and sir Tristram had 
least dishonour; and wit ye well, sir Palomides did 
passing well and mightily; but he turned against the 
party that he came withal, and that earned him to 
lose a great part of his worship; for it seemeth that 
rfr Palomides is passing envious ."—“ Then shall he 
never win worship," said queen Guenever, a for, 
and it happen an envious man to win worship, he 
shall be dishonoured twice therefore: and for this 
cause all men of worship hate an envious man, and 
will shew him no favour; and he that is courteous, 
kind and gentle, hath favour in every place." 


CHAP. CLXVIII. 

How Sir Palomides complained by a Well , and 
how Sir Epinogris came and found him , and 
of both their Sorrows. 

NOW leave off this matter, and speak we of sir 
Palomides, that rod€ and lodged with the two kings, 
whereof the kings were right sorrowful. Then the 
king of Ireland sent a man of his unto sir Palomides, 
and gave him a great courser; and the king of Scot¬ 
land gave him great gifts, and fain they would have 
had sir Palomides to have abided with them, but in 
nowise he would not abide ; and so he departed, and 
rode as adventures would guide him, till it was nigh 
noon. And then in a forest, by a well, dr Palo- 
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mides saw where lay a wounded knight, and his 
horse bound by him, which made the greatest dole 
that ever he heard man make, for'ever he wept and 
sighed, as though be would die. Then sir Palomides 
rode near him, and saluted him mildly, and said, 
** Fair knight, why wail you so ; let me lie down, 
and wail with you; for, doubt ye not, I am much 
more heavier than ye are: for I dare say, (said sir 
Falomides) that my sorrow is an hundred fold more 
than yours is, and therefore let us complain either to 
other.”—“ First,” said the wounded knight, “ I re¬ 
quire yon to tell me your name : for and ye be none 
of the noble knights of the round table, ye shall never 
know my name, whatsoever come of me.”—“ Fair 
knight,” said sir Palomides, “ such as I am, be it 
better or be it worse, wit ye well that I am sir Pa¬ 
lomides, son and heir unto sir Astlabor, and sir Sa- 
fre and sir Segwarides are my brethren; and wit ye 
well, as for myself, 1 was never christened; but 
my two brethren be truly christened.”—“ Oh, noble 
knight,” said that knight, “ well is me that I have 
met with you, and wit ye well that my name is sir 
Epinogris, the king’s son of Northumberland. Now 
sit ye down,” said sir Epinogris, “ and let us either 
complain unto the other/’ 'Iben sir Palomides be¬ 
gan his complaint. “ Now shall I tell you,” said air 
Palomides, “ what woe 1 endure. I love the fairest 
queen and lady that ever bore life; and wit ye well 
her name is la beale I sonde, king Marked wife of 
Cornwall.”—“ That to great folly,” said sir Epino¬ 
gris, “ for to love queen Tsonde, for one of the best 
knights in the world loveth her, that is sir Tristram 
de Lyons.”—“ That* is truth,” said sir Palomides; 
“ for none knoweth that better then I do, for I have 
been in sir Tristram’s fellowship this month, and la 
beale Isonde together. Alas!” said sir Palomides, 
“ unhappy man that I am; now have 1 lost the fel¬ 
lowship of sir Tristiam for ever, and the love of la 
beale Isonde for ever, and never like to see her 
more; and sir Tristram and I be either to other 
Mortal enemies.”—•** Well/* said sis Epinogris, “ sith 
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Mutt ye loved la beale Isottde, loved the ever again, 
by any thing that ye coaid think or wit; or eta did 
ye ever rejoice her in any pleasure .”—** Nay, by 
my knighthood, “ said sir Falomides, “ l never 
espied that ever she loved me more than all the 
world; npr had I pleasure with her, bat the last day 
she gave me the foulest rebuke that ever 1 had, the 
which shall never go from ray heart; and yet I well 
deserved, that rebuke, for X had not done knightly, 
and therefore I have lost the love of her and of sir 
Tristram for ever : and X have many times enforced 
myself to do many deeds fqr la beale lsondc's sake, 
and she was the cause of ray worship winning. Alas!** 
said air Falomides, “ now have X lost all the worship 
that ever I won; for never shall befal me sack 
prowess as I had in the fellowship of air Tristram." 


CHAP* CLXIX* 

JBow Sir Falomides brought unto Sir Epinogris 
his Lady; and how Sir Falomides and Sir 
Safre were assailed. 

“ NAY, nay," said sir Epinogris, a yonr sorrow 
is hot japes to my sorrow; for I rejoiced my lady, 
and won her with my bands, and lost her again: 
alas the day! liras first I won her," sakl sir. Epino- 
gria; ** My lady was an earl’s daughter, and as this 
earl and two of his knights came from the tourna¬ 
ment of Iionatep, andydor her sake, I set upon this, 
earl, and upon his two knights, tny lady then being, 
present; and so, by fortune, there 1 slew Mut earl and 
cm of the knights, and the other knight fled, and so. 
that night I had my lady; and on the morrow, as she 
and I took oar rest by this well side, there came 
here ajsto me gn errant knight, his name was Mr He* 
lior le Rmse, an hardy knight; and this same ilelior 
challenged me for to fight too my Lady; and Mien we 
went to battle, first on horseback, and then on foot.. 
Bat, at the test, air Helior wounded me so sore, that 
he left me for dead, and so he took my lady with. 
VOL. II. U 
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Mm; and thus my sorrow h far more then yours, for 
1 hate rejoiced, and ye rejoiced never .**—** That M 
froth,” said sir Patomiries; 11 bat sith that I can 
iiever recover myself, I shall promise yon/ if I can 
meet with sir HellOr, I shall get you year lady again, 
or else he shall beat' me.** Then sir Palomides made 
Sir EpinogrisT to take his horse* and so they rode units 
tin hermitage, and there sir EpinogtiS took Ms rest. 
And in thejneanwhile sir Palotnides walked privily, 
for to rest him underneath die leaves, and there be¬ 
side he saw a knight come riding, with a shield that 
he had seen sir Ector de Maris bear aferehand, and 
there came after him about ten knights ; and so these 
ten knights hoved under the leaves for heat. And 
anon after there came a knight with a green shield, 
and therein a white lion, leading a lady upon a pal¬ 
frey; then this knight with the green shield, the 
which seemed to be master of the ten knights, rode 
fiercely after sir Helior, for it was he that had hart 
sir Epinogris: and, when he came nigh sir Helior, he 
hid him defend his lady. “ I will defend her,** said 
sir Helior, “ unto my power.” And so they ran to¬ 
gether, so that either of these two knights smote 
other 'down, hdrse and all, and all unto the ground; 
and then they got up lightly* and drew* out their 
swords, and they lashed together mightily, more than 
an hoar. All this sir Palomides saw and beheld; bat 
eVef the knight with sir Ector’s shield was bigger, 
and, at the last, this knight smote sir Hetior down, 
and then that knight nnlaced his helm, for to have 
stricken off his head, and then he cried mercy, and 
{frayed him to save , his life. Then sir Palomides 
dressed him upon bis feet, for he wist well that that 
said lady was sir Epinogris*! lady, and he bad pro¬ 
mised him for to ge* her again. Then air Palomides 
wfent straight onto that lady, and took her by the 
hand* and asked her whether she knew on* Hit bight 
sir Epinojris. “Alas!” said she, “ that ever be knew 
me, -or i him; for I have for his sake lost my lord- 
hip, and also his life, that he hath lost, grieveth me 
mwtof all.”—“ Not so, lady,” said sir Palomides) 
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*cotheoti With me, for here ir sir Eplnogris in this 
hWUMtage .”— 1 ’-** Well is me,” said the lady, “ and be 
¥e oh live.”—“ Whether wilt thod with that lady ” 
SMdtfcfc knight with «rr Ector’s shield. “ I will do 
Wltti her where me Hst,” said sir Paiomides. “Wit 
thod web,” sakl that knight, “ thon speakest ovCr- 
Urgefy, as though thon seemest to have' me at a van¬ 
tage, because thon sawbst me do battle bat late. 
Weendest thon, knight, to have that lady away from 
nfcSb lightly; nay, think it never, and thon were as 
ghbd a knight as sir Latmcelot, or sir Tristram, or 
rif PatohftfcteB; but thon sfaiait win her dearer than 
eter did 1.” And lb they went to battle on foot, and 
there they gave many sad strokes, and each Wound¬ 
ed otter pasting sore; and "thus they fought still 
nlore tiled-an Hour. Then sir Paiomides had marvel 
What kiright He might be, that was so Strong, and so 
Weil breathed; ahd thus said sif Paiomides, “ Knight, 
• I' retpilt'e thee, ttdl me thy name.*—*'“• Wit thou 
Well/' said that knight,” “I dare tell thee my name, 
sO that thou Wilt tdl me thy name.”—“ I will,” said 
sir Pklomides. “ Truly,” said that knight, “ my 
name IS sHr Safre, son unto king Astlabor: and sir 
Flrioniidea and dir SegWa rides are my brethren.”— 
“ Now wit yon Well, my name is sir Paiomides.” 
Then si# Skfre kneeled upon ■ both his knees, and 
ptayWi him of mercy; and then they UttlaCed their 
helms, and either kissed other weeping. And in the 
meanwhile sir Epinogris arose of his bed; for he 
hoard them by the Strokes, and so he armed him for 
tdbfetprfr Paiomides, if need were. 


CHAP. CLXJT. 

How Sir Paiomides and Sir Safre conducted 
Sir Epinogris to his Castle , and of other Ad* 
.ventures. 

AND thm sir P&omSdes took the lady by the 
bafed; add bWroght her unto sir EpinogriS; and there 
WUr great joy between them; fbf either swooned 
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for joy whcu tliey were met. “ Fair knight and lady,* 
said sir Safre, it were pity to depart yoo. Jew K»d 
you joy either of other.”—“ Grawerey, gentle 
knight!” said sir Epinogris, “ and much more thank* 
be unto my lord, sir Palomidea, the which that hath 
through his prowess made me to get my lady.'* 
Then sir Epinogris required sir Palomides and kia 
brother, sir Safre, for to ride with them unto his 
castle for the safeguard of his person.”—“ Sir,*’ said 
air Palomides, “ we will be ready for to conduct yoo, 
for because that ye are so sore wounded.” And an 
was sir Epinogris horsed, and his lady behind him* 
qpon a soft, ambling horse; and then they rod# 
-straight unto his castle, where they had good cheer, 
and were in joy, as great as ever sir Palomides and 
dr Safre ever had in their life days. So on the 
morrow sir Palomides and sir Safre departed, and 
rode as fortune would lead them ; and so they rode 
*11 that day until after noon: and at the last they 
heard a great weeping, and a great noise, down in a 
manor. “ Sir,” said sir Safre, “ let us wit what this, 
noise may be.”—“ I will well,” said sir Palomides* 
And so they rode forth till they came to a hair gate 
of a manor, and there sat an old man, saying bis 
prayers on beads. Ihen sir Palomides and sir Safre 
alighted down, and left their horses, and went within 
the gates, and there they saw full gpodjy men 
weeping. 

“ Fair Fellows,” said sir Palomides, “ wherefore 
weep ye, and make this sorrow?” And one of the 
knights of the castle beheld sir Palomides, and knew 
him; and then he went to his fellows, and said, 
“ Fair fellows, wit ye well all, we have in this castle 
the same knight that slew our Lord at Lotutxep; for 
I know him well—it is sir Palomides.” Then they 
went to harness all that might bear harness, some * 
on horseback, and some on foot, to die number of 
threescore ; and, when they were ready, they came 
freshly upon air Palomidea and upon air Safre with a 
great noise, and said thus, “ Keep thee, air Palo- 
nddesj for thou art known, and by right tlgpt must 
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Be dead. For thoa hast slain our lord; and, tber» 
fore, wit (hou well we will slay thee: therefore, de¬ 
fend thee.” Then sir Palomides and sir Safre, the 
One set his back onto the other, and gave many great 
Strokes, and also took many great strokes. And thus 
they fought with twenty knights, and forty gentlemen 
hwl yeomen, nigh two hours; but at the hut, though 
they were loth, sir Palomides and sir Safre were 
taken, and yielded* and put in strong prison. And 
within three days twelve knights passed sentence upon 
them; and they found sir Palomides guilty, and sir 
Safre hot guilty, ‘of their lord's death. And when air 
Safre should be delivered, there was great dole be¬ 
tween sir Palomides and him ; and many piteous com¬ 
plaints sir Safre made at his departing, that there is 
no maker can rehearse the tenth part. “ Fair bro¬ 
ther,”- said sir Palomides, ** let be thy dolor and thy 
sorrow; and if I be ordained for to dies shameful 
death, welcome be it: but and I had wist of thb 
death that I am deemed unto, I should never have 
yielded me.” So sir Safre departed from ,hia brothe* 
with the greatest dole and sorrow that ever made 
knight: and, on the morrow, they of the castle or- 
dained twelve knights to ride with sir Palomides 
unto the father of the same knight that, sir Palomides 
dew. And so they bound his legs under an old 
steed’s belly; and then they rode with sir Palomides 
unto a castle b.y the sea side, which castle hight Pe- 
lownes, and there sir Palomides should have justice 
done on him. Thus was their ordiuance,. And so 
they rode with sir Palomides fast by, the castle of 
Joyous Gard; and, as they passed by that castle, 
there came riding out of that castle by. them one that 
knew, sir Palomides. And when that knight saw sir. 
Palomides bound upon a crooked courser, the knight 
asked sir Palomides for what cause he was so led l 
* Ah! my fair fellow and knight,” said sir Palo, 
ntrdes, ** I ride towards my death, for slaying of a. 
knight at th6 tournament, of Lonazep; and,.if I had 
not*departed from my lord, sir. Tristram, as I ought 
*ot to baVe done* now might l have been sure l* 
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have h%d my life saved. Ent I pray yon, sir knight, 
recommend me onto my lord, sir Tristram, and untQ 
my lady, queen la beale Isonde; and say to them, if 
ever I trespassed unto them, I ask them forgiveness. 
And also, I beseech you, recommend me upto my 
lord, king Arthur, and unto a|l the fellowship Of the 
round table unto my power.’* Then (hat knight 
wept for pity of sir Palomides; and therewith he 
rode to Joyous Gard as fast as hi# horse might run. 
And lightly that knight descended down from hi* 
horse, and went unto sir Tristram; and there he told 
him all, as ye have heard before. And ever the 
knight wept as he had been mad. 


CHAP. CLXXL 

flow Sir Tristram made Mm ready for to ref i 
cue Sir Palomides; but Sir Launcelot re* 
cued him or he came. 

AS sir Tristram heard how sir Palomides went to 
his death, he was heavy to hear that, and said,—; 
* Howbeit I am wrath with sir Palomides, yet will 
I not suffer him to die so shameful a death; for hq 
is a full"noble knight.” And then anon sir Tristraiq 
was armed, and took his horse and two *squires witi( 
him, and rode a great pace unto the castle Pelownes, 
where sir Palomides was judged to death.. And l besq 
twelve knights which led sir Palomides pawed by a 
well whereas sir Launcelot was, which wjjs alighted 
there, and had tied his horse unto a tree, and took 
his helm to drink of that water ; and, when hp saw 
these knights come, he put on his helm; he suffered 
rthem to pass by him. And then he was aware bout 
sir Palomides was bound, and led shamefully to death. 
" O Jesu!” said sir Launcelot, “ what misadventure 
. is befallen him, that he is (hus led towards his death f 
Forsooth,” said sir Launcelot, “ it were shame to mft 
'to suffer ibis noble knight to die, and I might help 
him; therefore I will help him, whatsoever come 
it, else Lshall die for sir Palomides' sake.” And theft 
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4r Lancelot mounted opon his horse, and gat his 
spear in his hand, and rode after the twelve knights 
that led sir Palomides. “ Fair knights,'’ said sir 
Lancelot, “ whither lead ye that knight f it beseem* 
eth him fall ill to ride bound.” Then these twelve 
knights suddenly tamed their horses, and said to sir 
Lanncelot, “ Sir knight, we counsel thee not to med¬ 
dle with this knight; for be bath deserved death, 
and onto the death he is judged.”—-'“That me re- 
penteth,” said sir Lanncelot, “ that I may not borrow 
Urn with fairness; for he is over good a knight to die 
such a shameful death. And, therefore, fair knights,” 
said sir Lanncelot, “ keep yourselves as well as ye 
can; for I will rescue that knight, or else die for 
him.” Apd then they began for to dresf their spear^ 
and sir Lanncelot smote the foremost down, horse 
and man ; and so he served three more with one 
spear, and then that spear brake. And therewithal 
sir Lanncelot drew out his sword, and then lie sjnotp 
on the right hand and on the left hand; apd within a 
while be left none of those knights, but that they 
were laid unto the earth, apd the most part of them 
were sore wonaded. And then air Launcelot took 
the best horse that be found* and loosed sir Pploipid** 
of his hands, and set him upon, that horse; apd sp 
they returned again unto Joypus Gard. Then was sir 
Palomides aware of sir Tristram how he came riding; 
and, when sir Launcelot saw bin), he knew hip* right 
well: but sir Tristram knew nothipi, because that sir 
Launcelot Itad upon bis shoulder a golden shield. 3p 
epr Launcelot made lam ready to jpust with sir Tris¬ 
tram, because that sir Tristram should not ween that 
Jto were air launcelot. Then sir Palomides cried out 
aloud unto sir Tristram, n 0 my lord, 1 require you 
jpust not with this knight; for this good knight hath 
•aved me from the death.” When sir Tristraiq beard 
him say so, he came a soft, trotting pace towtU'i* 
him; apd then sir Palomides said, “ My lord, sir 
Tristram, much am I beholden unto you, that, of 
your great goodness that ye would proffer yonjr 
jpebig body to reflcqg, me undeserved; I.have 
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greatly offended yon. Notwithstanding,” said sir IV 
lomides, " here met we with this noble kirfght, that 
Wcrahipfully and manfully rescned me from twelve 
knights, and smote them all down, and wounded 
them sore.’* 


CHAP. CLXXIT. 

Jfotv Sir Tristram and Sir Launcelot t uHth Sir 
. Pa lomides, came to Joyous Card, and Qf Sif 
' Palomides, and of Sir Tristram . 

" FAIR knight,” said sir Tristram onto sir Laun- 
eelot da Lake, “ of whence he ye.”—" 1 am knight- 
errant/* said sir Lanncelot, " that rideth to seek ad¬ 
ventures.”—" What is your name,’* said sir Tristram. 
—" Sir,” said sir Lanncelot, " as at this time I will 
not tell you.”—Then sir Lanncelot said unto sir Tris¬ 
tram, and nnto sir Palomides, “Now either of you 
are met toother, I will depart from you.”—" Not 
ao,” said sir Tristram, " I pray yon, of your knight¬ 
hood, to rkie with me unto my castle.”—" Wit ye 
well,” said sir Launcelot, " I may not rkie with you, 
for I hare many deeds to do in other places, that at 
this time I may not abide with you.”—A mercy, 
Jesu,” said sir Tristram, ** I require you as ye be a 
trne knight unto the order of knighthood, that ye 
will sport yon with me this night.’* Then sir Tris¬ 
tram had a grant of sir Launcelot; howbeif, though 
he had not desired him, he would have ridden with 
them, or else soon he would have come after them ; 
for sir Lanncelot came for none other cause into that 
fountry, but for to see sir Tristram. And when they 
were come within Joyous Gard, they alighted, and 
their horses were led into a stable, and then they un¬ 
armed them. And when sir Launcelot had put off 
his helm, sir Tristram, and sir Palomides knew him. 
Then sir Tristram took sir Launcelot in his arms, and 
In likewise did la beale Isonde: and sir Palomides 
kneeled down upon his knees, and thanked sir Laun- 
•Hot, When air Launcelot saw sir Palomides kneel. 
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fe lighly took him np, and said, “ Wit thon well, sir 
Palomides, I, and any knight in this land of worship, 
^tight, of very right, to succour and rescue so noble a 
knight as ye are, proved and renowned throughout all 
this realm, endlong and overthwart.” And then was 
there great joy among them; and the oftner that sir 
Palomides saw la beale Isonde, the heavier he waxerl 
day by day. Then sir Lanncelol within three or four 
days departed ; and with him rode sir Ector de Ma¬ 
ris; and sir Dinadan and sir Palomides were left 
there with sir Tristram, a two months and more; but 
ever sir Falomides faded and mourned, that all men 
had great marvel wherefore he faded so away. So 

r n a day, in the dawning, sir Palomides went to 
forest by himself alone, and there he found a well, 
and then he looked into the well, and in the water 
he saw his visage, how he was disturbed and faded, 
and nothing like as he was w ont to be. 

“ What may this mean,” said sir Palomides.” And 
thus he said to himself, “ Ah! Palomides, Palomides, 
why art thon defamed ; thou that was wont to be 
called one of the fairest knights of the world: now I 
will no more lead this life, for I love that, the which 
I may never get nor recover;” and therewith he laid 
him down by the well; and then he began to make a 
rhyme of la beale Isonde and him. And in the mean 
while sir Tristram was that day ridden into the fo¬ 
rest to chace the hart of Greece; but sir Tristram 
would never more ride on hunting, unarmed, because 
of sir Brense saunce Pitie. And so as sir Tristram 
rode into that forest up and down, he heard one sing 
marvellously loud ; and that was sir Palomides that 
lay by the well. And then sir Tristram rode softly 
thither, for he deemed that there was some knight-er¬ 
rant that was at the well. And when sir Tristram 
came nigh him, he descended down from his horse, 
and tied his horse fast unto a tree, and then he came 
near him on foot; and anon he was aware where as 
lay sir Palomides by a well, and sung loud and 
merrily ; and ever the complaints were of the queen 
la beale Isonde, the which were marvellously well 
h 2 
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made, and fail and dolefully and piteously sad; and. 
nil the Whole' song the noble knight, sir Tristram, 
heard from the beginning unto the ending, the which 
grieved hhn right sOre: but then, at the last, when 
sir Tristram had heard all sir Palomides* complaints, 
he was wrath out of measure, and had thought to 
have slain him there as he lay; but sir Tristram re¬ 
membered himself that sir Palomides was unarmed, 
and of the noble name that sir Palomides had, and the 
name that he had himself, and then he made a restraint 
of his anger. And so he went unto sir Palomides a soft 
pace, and said, “ Sir Palomides, I have heard all thy 
complaints, all thy treason, that thou hast owed me no 
long; and wit thou well, therefore, thou shalt die; 
and if it were not for shame of knighthood, thou 
shouldest not escape my bands, for now I know well 
thou hast awaited me with treason. Tell me," said 
air Tristram, <( how thou wilt acquit thee ?”■—“ Sir," 
said sir Palomides, “ thus I will acquit me ; as for 
queen la beale I sonde, ye shall wit that I love her 
above all other ladies of the world, and well I wot it 
shall befal me for her love, as it befel to the noble 
knight sir Kay Hedions, that died for the love of la 
beale Isonde; and now sir Tristram I will that ye 
wit that I have loved the qneen la beale Isonde many 
a day, and she hath been the cause of all my wor¬ 
ship, or else I had been the most simplest knight in 
the world; for by her, and because of her, I have 
won the worship that I have ; for when 1 remem¬ 
bered me of la beale Isonde, 1 won the worship 
wheresoever 1 came, for the most part; and yet I 
had never had reward nor bounty of her days of 
my life, and yet have I been her knight guardian¬ 
less; and, therefore, sir Tristram, for any death I 
dread not, for I had as rather die as live; and if I 
were armed as thou art, I should lightly do battle 
with thee .”—“ Well, have ye uttered your treason," 
■aid sir Tristram.—“ I have done you no treason," 
■aid sir Palomides, “ for love is free for all men, and 
though I "have loved your lady, she is my lady as 
vfeli as yourt ; how belt I have wrong, if any wrong 
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be, for ye rejoiceth her, and have yoor desire of her, 
and so had I never, nor never am like to have, and 
yet shall I love her, to the uttermost, all the days of 
my life as well as ye.** 


CHAP. CLX XIII. 

Bow there was a Day set between Sir Tristram 
and Sir Palomldes for tojtght, and how Sir 
Tristram was hurt. 

"THEN;* said sir Tristram, “I will light with 
you unto the uttermost.”—“ I grant,” said sir Palo- 
mides, “ for in a better quarrel keep I never to fight; 
for, and I die of your hands, of a better knight's hands 
may I not be slain; and si then I understand that 
I shall never rejoice the queen la beale Isonde, I 
have as good a will to die as to live.”—“ Then set ye 
a day of battle,” said sir Tristram.—“ This day fifteen 
days,” said sir Paiomides, will I meet with yon here by 
In the meadow near JoyousGard.”—”Fie, for shame,” 
said sir Tristram, “ will ye set so long a day; let ns 
fight to-morrow.”—“ Not so,” said sir Paiomides, 0 for 
I am feeble and lean, and have been long sick for the 
love of la- beale Isonde; and, therefore, I will rest 
me till that I have my strength again.” So then sir 
Tristram and sir Paiomides promised faithfully to 
meet at a weU, as that day fifteen days. “ I well re¬ 
member,” said sir Tristram to sir Paiomides, u that 
ye break me a promise when that I rescued you from 
4ir Brusc saunce Pitic and the nine knights, and then 
ye promised me to meet at the peron and the grave, 
beside Camclot; whereas that time ye failed of your 
promise.”—“ Wit ye well,” said sir Paiomides unto 
sir Tristram, ** I was as that day in prison, so that I 
might not hold my promise.”—“ So God me help,” 
said sir Tristram,” “ and ye had kept your promise, 
this work had not been here at this time.” Right so 
departed sir Tristram and sir Paiomides. And so sir 
Paiomides took lus bone ami his harness, and rode 
vnto Sing Arthur’s court; and there sir Paiomides 
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gat him four knights and three Serjeants of arms* 
And so he returned again toward JoyonsGard. And,. 
|n the mean white, sir Tristram chaced and hunted at 
all manner of venery. And about three days before 
the battle should be, as sir Tristram chaced an hart, 
there was an archer shot at the hart, and, by misfor¬ 
tune, he smote sir Tristram in the thickest of the 
thigh, and wounded him right sore, and the arrow 
flew sir Tristram’s horse. And when sir Tristrax% 
^ra? so sore hurt, he was passing heavy, and wit, ye 
well he b\ed sore; and then, he took another hone, 
and rode straight unto Joyous Gard, with full great 
heaviness, more for the promise that he had made 
with sir Palomides, as to do battle with him within 
three days after, than for any hurt that he had in his 
thigh. Wherefore there was neither man nor woman 
tliat might cheer him with any thing that'they could 
xnake unto him, neither queen la beale lsonde; for 
ever sir Tristram deemed that Palomides had smitten 
him so, because he should not be able to do battle 
with him at the day set. 


CHAP. CLXXIV. 

JJaw Sir Palomides kept his Day for to have 
fqughten, but Sir Tristram might not comm, 
and of other Matters* ' 

BUT in no wise there was no knight about sir 
Tristram there would believe that ever sir Palomides 
would hurt sir Tristram, neither by his hands, nor by 
none other consenting. Then when the fifteenth day 
was come, sir Palomides came to the well with four 
knights with him of king Arthur's court, and three 
Serjeants of arms. And for this intent sir Palomides 
brought the knights with him, and the serjeants at 
arms, for they should bear record of the battle be¬ 
tween sir Tristram and sir Palomides. And the one 
Serjeant brought his helm, the other his spear, and 
the third his sword. So sir Palomides came ioto the 
field, and there he abode nigh two hours; and then 
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he sent a ’squire unto sir Tristram, and desired him 
to come into the field for to hold his promise. When 
the 'squire was come to Joyous Gard, and that air 
Tristram heard of his coming, he commanded that 
the 'squire should come to his presence there as ha 
lay in his bed. “ My lord, sir Tristram,” said sir 
Palomides’ 'squire, “ wit ye well, my lord sir Palo- 
mides abideth you in the field, and he would wil 
whether ye will do battle or not.*'—“ Ah! my fair 
brother,” said sir Tristram, “ wit thou well that I am 
right heavy for these tidings; therefore tell sir Palo> 
mides, and I were well at ease l would not lie here, 
nor he should have no need for to send for me, and 
I might either ride or go ; and because thou shale say 
that I am no liar,” sir Tristram shewed him hif 
thigh that the wound was five inches deep. “ And 
now thou hast seen my hurt, tell thy lord that this is 
no feigned matter; and tell him that I had ratlipf 
than all the gold of king Arthur, that I were whole 
and sound; and tell sir Palomides, that, as soon as I 
am whole, I shall seek him endlong and overthwart, 
and that I promise you as I am a true knight; and if 
ever I may meet with him, he shall have battle of 
me his full.” And when sir Palomides wist that sir 
Tristram was hurt, he was glad, and said, “Now am 
1 sure 1 shall have no shame, for I wot well I would 
have had no handling of him, and by likelihood I 
must needs have had the worse, for he is the hardiest 
knight, in battle, that is now living, except sir Laun- 
celot.” And then departed sir Palomides whereas 
fortune would lead him. And within a mouth sir 
Tristram was whole of his hurt; and then he took 
his armour and rode from country to conntry, and 
all the strange adventures he achieved, wheresoever 
he rode; aud always he enquired after sir Palomides; 
but of all that quarter of summer sir Tristram could 
never meet with sir Palomides. But thus as sir Tris¬ 
tram sought and enquired after sir Palomides, sir 
Tristram achieved many great battles, where through 
all the noise fell to sir Tristram, and it seized of sir 
Launcelot. And, therefore, sir Launcelot's brethren 
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and his kinsmen would have slain sir Tristram, be- 
cansc of his great fame; bat when sir Launcelot wist 
how his kinsmen were set, he said to them, openly, 
** Wit ye well that and the envy of yon all to be so 
hardy to wait upon my lord sir Tristram with any 
hart, shame, or villainy, as I am a true knight I shall 
slay the best of yon with mine own hands. Fie, for 
shame, would ye for his noble deeds await upon him 
to slay him. Jesu defend/* said sir Launcelot, “ that 
ever any noble knight as sir Tristram is, should be 
destroyed with treason/’ Of this the noise and 
fame sprang into Cornwall, and among them of 
Lyons, whereof they were passing glad, and made 
great joy. Aud then they of Lyons sent letters unto 
sir Tristram of recommendation, and many great gifts 
to maintain sir Tristram’s estate. And ever now and 
then 9ir Tristram resorted unto Joyous Gard, whereas 
la beale Isonde was, that loved him as herself.. 


END OF FART 1L 
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PART THIRD. 

CHAP. I. 

How Sir Launcelot rode oh his Adventures , and 
how he helped a dolorous Lady from Pain; 
and how he fought with a Dragon . 

NOW leave we of air Tristram de Lyons, and 
apeak we of sir Launcelot da Lake, and sir Galahad, 
air Launcelot’s son, how he was begotten, and in 
what manner. Afore the time that sir Galahad was 
begotten or born, there came in a hermit unto king 
Arthur, on Witsnnday, as the knights sat at the 
round table: and when the hermit saw the siege pe¬ 
rsons, he asked the king and all the knights, why 
that siege was void ? King Arthur and all the knights 
answered, “ There shall never none sit ^n that siege 
but one, bat if he be destroyed.” “ Then,” said the her¬ 
mit, “ Wot ye not what he is V —“ Nay,” said king 
Arthur and all the knights, “ we wot not who he is 
that shall sit therein.”—“ Then wot I,” said the her¬ 
mit, for he that shall sit in that siege is yet un¬ 
born and ungotten, and this same year he shall be 
gotten that Audi sit in that siege perilous, and he shall 
Win the bancgreal.” When the hermit had made 
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this mention, he departed from the court of king Ar¬ 
thur. And then after the feast sir Launcelot rode on 
his adventures, till upon a thne by adventure he 
passed over the bridge of Corbin: and there be saw 
the fairest tower that ever he saw, and there under 
was a fair town full of people, and all the people, 
men and womeri, cried silt at once; “ Ye are wel¬ 
come, sir Launcelot du Lake, the flower of all knight¬ 
hood, for by thee all we diall be holpen out of dan¬ 
ger.”—“ What mean ye,” said sir Launcelot, “ that 
ye cry so upon me?*—“ Ah ! fair knight,” said they 
all, “ here is within this tower a dolorous lady, that 
hath been there in pains many winters: for ever she 
boileth in scalding water. And but late,” said all the 
people, “ sir Gawaine was here, and he might not 
help her, and so- he left her still in pain.”—“ So may 
I,” said sir Launcelot, “ leave her in pain as well as 
sir Gawaine hath done.”—“ Nay,” said the people, 
“ we know well that it is sir Launcelot that shall de¬ 
liver her.”—Well/* said sir LauttfeHot, u then 
shew me what I shall do.” Then they brought sir 
Launcelot into the towtr; and, when he tame to the 
chamber there as this lady was, the doors of iron 
unlocked and unbolted, and so sir Launcelot went 
into the chamber that was hot as any stew, and there 
sir Launcelot took the fairest lady by the hand that 
ever he saw, and she was all naked as a needle. 
And, by enchantment, queen Morgan le Fay and the 
queen of Xorthgalis had put her there in those pains, 
because she was called one of the fairest ladies in that 
country ; and there she had been well five years, 
and never rai^ht she be delivered out of her great 
pains unto the time that the best knight of the world 
had taken her by the hand. Then the people brought 
her clothes: and, when she was arrayed, air Laan- 
celot thought she was the fairest lady in the world, 
bnt if it were queen Guenever. Then this lady said 
unto sir Launcelot, “ Sir,” if it please you, * will y« 
go with me here by into a chapel, that we may give 
lauding and praising unto Almighty God.”—“ Ma- 
dam,” said sir Launcelot, “ come on wi\|t me j X 
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'Will go with you.* So wben they came there they 
gave thanks trnto God, and all the people learned 
and gave thanks unto God, and said, “ Sir knight, 
since ye have delivered this lady, ye shall- deliver as 
from a serpent that is here in »tomb.” Then dr 
Lanncelot took his drield, and said, M Bring me thb 
ther; and what I may do onto the pleasure of God 
and yon, I will do it.” So when sir Lanncelot came 
there, he saw written upon the tomb letters of gold, 
that said thus: u Here shall come a libbard of king's 
blood, and he will day this serpent; and this libbard 
shall engender a lion in this foreign coantry, the 
Which lion shall pass all other knights.” So then air 
Lanncelot lift up the tomb, and there came out a 
horrible and a fenly dragon, spitting Are oat - of his 
month. 

Then sir Lanncclot drew oat his sword and fought 
with tlve dragon long, and at the last with great 
pain sir Lanncelot slew the dragon. Therewithal 
came king Pedes, the good and noble knight, and 
sainted dr Lanncelot, and he him again. M Fair 
knight,* aaid the king, w what is yonr ttamef I ft 
qnire yon of your knighthood teU me.” 


CHAP. n. 

JJottf Sir Launceiot came unto Xing Pellet, and 
of the Sancgreai, and how he begat Galahad 
upon fair Elaine, King Pellet* Daughter, 

M SIR,” said sir Lanncelot, “ wit ye well my 
name is dr Lanncelot du Lake.”—“ And my name 
I* dr PeBes, king of the foreign conn try, and nigh 
cousin unto Joseph of Arimathy." Then dther of 
them made much of other, and so they went into 
the castle for to tdke their repast: and anon there 
came in a dove at a window, and in her bill there 
seemed a little censor of gold, and therewithal there 
was such a savour, as though all the spicery of the 
world had been there. And forth withal there was 
upon the table all manner-of meat* and drinks that 
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they could think upon: so there cane a damsel 
pawing fair and young, and she bore a vessel of 
gold between her hands, and thereto the king kneeled 
devoutly, and said his prayers, and so did all tha| 
were there: “ Qh Jew,?' said sir Launcelot, “ what 
may this mean t”—“ Una is,” said king Pelies, “ the 
richest thing that any nan hath living* And when 
this thing goeth about, the round table shall be 
broken: and wit ye well,” said king Pelies, “ Unit 
this is the holy sancgreal which ye have herp seen.? 
So king Pelies and sir Lanncelot led their lives the 
most part of that day: and full fain would icing 
Pelies have found the means to have had sir Laun. 
celot for to have lain by bis daughter, fair dame 
Blaine, and for this intent; the king knew well 
that sir Launcelot should get a child upon his dangbf 
ter, the which should be named sir Galahad, the 
good knight, by whom all the foreign country should 
be brought out of danger, and by him the holy grad 
would be achieved. Then came there forth a lady, 
which was called dame Brisen, and she said unto 
king Pelies, “ Sir, wit ye welt that sir Taunoelot 
Jovoth no lady in the world, but only queen Guen% 
ver; and therefore ye must work by my counsel, 
atul I shall make him to lie with your daughter 
Elaine, and he shall not wit but that he lieth with 
queen Guenever.”— “ Oh, the most fairest lady, 
dame Brisen ” said king Pelies, “ hope ye to bring 
this about!”—“ Sir,” said she, “ upon pain of my 
life let me deal.** For this dame Brisen was one of 
the greatest enchantresses that was at that time in the 
world Hying. Then anon by dame Brisen’s wit sfa# 
made one to come to sir Launcelot that he knew 
well: and this man brought him a ring from queen 
Guenever like as he had come from her, and such 4 
one for the moat part as be was wont to. wear. And 
when sir Launcelot saw that token, wit ye well bq 
was never so fain* “ Where is my lady, queen Goer 
never said sir Launcelot. “ She is in (he castle of 
Case/* said the messenger, “ but five mile, hence 
Than sir Lancelot thought to be there that same 
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night. And Ami this tow lMsan, by fce on—ttA 
Karat of king Pellet, let lead his daughter to that 
castle with twenty-ftve knights. Then sir T —rrlot 
against night rode onto that castle, and there anop be 
was received wortbipfhliy, with mch people unto 
him seeming as were shoot queen Gaenever’s secret. 
So when sir L*oncelot was alighted he asked where 
the queen was. So dame Arisen said fhe was in hev 
bed. And then the people were avoided, and sir 
Lsnncelot was led onto his chamber: and then dame 
Brisen brought sir Lauocelot a cap fall of wine) 
and, as soon as he bad drank that wine he was sa 
besotted, and so mad, that he might make no delay, 
but without any let be went Co bed: and he weened 
that the lady Elaine had been queen Guenever. Wit 
ye well that sir Luuncelot w«t glad, and so was the 
lady dame Elaine that rite bad gotten dr La*ocelot 
in her arms; for well she knew, that the same 
night ibopld be gotten open her sir Galahad, that 
should proye the best knight of the world: and so 
they lay together unto five of the clock on the mor¬ 
row. And all the window* and boles of that chain* 
ber were stopped, that no manner of light might bq 
seen : and then sir Lau ocelot remembered him, and 
be arose *uk1 went to the window. 


CHAP. III. 

How Sir Launcelot was displeased, when he knew 
that he had lain by Dame Elaine ; and how shq 
was delivered of Galahad . 

A*sD anon, as h# bad unshut the window, the 
enchantment wu* gone; then he knew himself that 
lie had done amiss. “ Alas FV said he, M that I have 
lived so long; now am l shamed.** ho then ha got 
"his sword in,hi* band, and said, “ Tboo traitoress, 
what art thou that l have lain,by all this night? thon 
shait die right here of my hand.** Thai this firtr 
JUuly, daipe Elaine, skipped out of her bud, all naked, 
And knot)*d dnw# iir 
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* Fair, courteous knight, come of king** Mried, T re^- 
quire yon have mercy upon me; and, aft thou' art r*> 
nowaed the moat noble knight of the world, flay me 
not, for I hare in my womb him, by thee, that shall 
be the moat noblest knight of the worM.”^** Ah, 
then faWe trattoress!* said sir Launcelot, “'why hart 
tbon thus betrayed met Anon tfll me what tbon art I** 
She answered, and said, “ Sir, I am Elaine, the 
daughter of kin? PeHes.’*—“ Well,” said air Lame* 
lot, “ I will forgive yon this deed S» and therewith 
be took her ap in hie arms, and kissed her; for she 
was a fair lady, and thereto lusty and young, and 
wise as any was at that time living. M So God me 
help,” said sir Launcelot, “ I may not pat this blame 
to you, but her that made this enchantment upon 
me, as between yon and me, and l may find that 
same lady Brisen, she shall lose her head for her 
witchcraft, for there wa» never knight so deceived 
as I am this night.” And so sir Launcelot arrayed 
him and armed htan, and took his leave mildly of 
that young lady, dame Elaine, and so he departed. 
Then she said, my lord, sir Launeek>t, I beseech 
you, see me as soon as you- may, for I have obeyed 
we unto the prophesy that my father told me, and, 
by his commandment h> fulfil this prophecy, I have 
given the greatest riches and the fairest flower, that 
ever I had, that is, my maidenhood, which I shall 
never have again; and therefore, gentle knight, owe 
me your good will.” And so sir Launcelot arrayed 
him, and. was armed, and took his leave mildly of 
(hat young lady, dame Elaine, and so he departed, 
and rode till he came to die castle of Corbin,, 
where her flither was. And, as soon as her time 
came, she was delivered of » fair child, and they 
christened him, and named him Galahad: and Wit 
ye well, that child was well kept; and well nourish¬ 
ed : and he was thus named Galahad, for bccanse 
sir Launcelot was so named at the font stone; and 
after that the lady of the lake confirmed Mm sir 
Launcelot du Lake. Then, after that this lady 
Shrine was delivered and duftxbetf, there tmm a 
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bright wMo her, whose name was air Bremen Ir 
Plecfa, which wu a greet lord, and he had loved 
that lady long, and he evermore desired her that he 
aright wed her; and ao by no means ahecoeld pot Una 
off { till, upon a day, she raid to air Bromell, “ Wit • 
ye well, air knight, 1 will not loveyoo, for my love 
is set upon the best knight o i the world.’*—” Who is 
he,” said sir Bromell. ” Sir/' said she, “ it is air 
Lannceiot do Lake that 1 love, and none other;' 
therefore woo me no longer.* 1 —” Ye say well,** mid 
rir Bromell; ” and skbenee, ye -have toM me so 
such, ye shall have hot little joy of rir Lancelot; 
for I shall slay him wherever 1 meet him/*—” Sir/* 
said the lady Elaine, ” do to him no treason."— 

” Wit ye well," my lady, ” said rir Bromell, “ and 
Ipromiae you these twelvemonths 1 shall keep the 
bridge of Corbin, for sir Lancelot's sake; that he 
shall neither come nor go to .yon, bat 1 shell moot 
with hiau 


CHAP. IV. 

JRou Sir Hors came to Dame Elaine, and sate 
Galahad ? and how he was fed with the Sane- 
great. 

THEN, as it befel by fortune and adventure, rir 
Bora de Ganis, which was nephew onto rir Lannee- 
lot, came over that bridge, and there sir Bromell 
and air Bars jousted; and sir Bon smote sir Bromell 
such a buffet, that he bare.him over his horse's tail: 
and then rir Bromell, Hke an hardy knight, poked oat 
his sword, and dressed hss shield, to do battle with 
sir Bora; and then rir Bor* alighted and avoided bit 
hornet and there they dashed together many sad 
strokes, and long thus they fought, till at the last rir 
Bromell was laid nato the ground; and there air Bom 
began for to unlace Ids helm, for to slay him. Then 
air Bromell «tiad air Beni mercy, and yielded him* 
“ Well,” said; air Bars, ” span this covenant thorn 
etoithwe Jhp lrie^ so then go untorir L oa neei e i 
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Upon WhitaODday feat next- cawtth , and yMd thee 
onto him as a knight refcreant.”^-" I Will do so/* 
said sir Bromeli; and that he sware upoorthh cross 
of the sword, and so he let him depart. And sir 
Bon rode onto king Pelles, that' was- within Corbin, 
and when the king, and dame Elaine, his daughter, 
knew that sir Bors was nephew unto sir Launcelot, 
they made him great cheer. Then said dame Elaine, 
M We marvel much where air LaUncelot Is, for he 
came never here but tmc£.”—“ Marvel not;” said sir 
Bors, “ for all this half year he hath been in prison, 
with queen Morgan le Fay, king Arthur's sister.”—*' 
4 ‘ Alas!” said dame Elaine, “ that me sore rtpentfeth. 
And ever sir Bore beheld the child, that she had in 
Ifer arms, and ever-him seemed H Was passing like 
sir Latmcebot. “ Truly,” said dame Elaihe, “ wit 
ye well that this child he got upon me.” Then rir 
Bors wept far joy, and he, prayed unto God the child 
might prove as good a knight as his father was. And 
so there came.in a white dove, and she bare a little 
censor of gold in her bill: and anon there was all 
manner of meats and drinks; and there was a 
maiden that bare the sanegreal, and she said openly, 
‘'Wit ye Bbrs, that this child is Galahad, that 

alridl rit itl the feiege perilous,'arid also shill achieve 
the sanegreal; and he shall be moch better than evbr 
was sir Lwmbeldt da Lake; that! his hi own father.** 
Ami then they kneeled down and made (heir devo¬ 
tions ; and there was such a savour, as all the spicery 
in the world had been there: and When the dove took 
her flight, the maiden vanished away With the sane¬ 
greal j asshe catnfc. “ Sir/* said ttr Bors, wido king 
FnUes, “ this castle may wdll be called the Castle 
Adventurous, for here be many strange adventures.** 
—“ That is truth;” said king Pellfes; M well may 
this place be called the a dventaadak pitch, for herd 
come bnt few knights, that go away With any wor¬ 
ship; be he heuek so strong, here he may be proved* 
and, but late ego, sir Gawekm, the good knight, got 
but little worship here; Fed l let you to wit,” said 
kaag PeUei, ” hen shah no knight win no n w Mft 
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If be be of worship hbnmlf, and of good taring* 
and that toveth God, and dreadeth God; and die he 
getteth no worship here, be he ever ao hardy.”— 
“ That is a wonderful thing I” said sir Bora: “ what 
ye mean in this country I wot «vt; for ye have many 
strange adventnres: therefore, I will lie in this castle 
this night.”—“ Ye shall not do so,” said king Pclles; 
* by my counsel, for it is bard and ye escape with* 
not a shame.”—“ I shall take the adventure that will 
beta ine,” mid sir Bors. “ Then I counsel you,” 
said king Pellet, “ for to be confessed clean.”—“ As 
for that,” said sir Bora, “ I will be confessed with a 
good will.” 80 sir Bors waa confessed; and, for all 
Women, sir Bors waa a virgin, save for one, which waa 
the daughter of king Brand egoris; and on her he gat 
4 child, dial higtat Elaine: and* save for her, sir Bors 
waa a clean maid. And so air Bors was led to bad 
koto a fair, large chamber, and many doors were shat 
about that chamber; and, whan sir Bors espied all 
those doers, he made ail the people to avoid, for he 
might have nobody with him; but in nowise sir Bora 
would unarm hfcn,but so laid him upon the bed. And 
right ad he aw come in a light* which he might well 
see; a spear,.great and long, which came straight 
upon him; point-tong; and so sir Bors seemed that 
the head of the spear burnt like a taper. And anon, 
or sir Bors wist, the spear-head smote him into the 
shoulder an hand’s breadth in deepness; and that 
wound grieved sir Bors passing sore, and then he 
tad him down again for pan. And anon therewithal 
came a knight, all aimed, with his shield on his 
shoulder, and his sword drawn in bis hand; and he 
said to sir Bors, “ Arise, sir knight! and fight with 
met”—I am tore hut,” said sir Bore; “bet yet I 
shall net fail thee;” And then sir Bors started up, 
and dressed his shield; and then they lashed together 
mightily a great while. And so, at the last, sir Bors 
bare him always backward until he came te a cham¬ 
ber door; and there that knight went into that 
chamber, and there rested him a great while; and, 
when bated rested hint, he tat out freshly again. 
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and began a new battle with ar Bora, mightily and 

I strongly. 


CHAP. V. 

Hoiv Sir Bars made Sir Pedtvere to yield hlmi 
and of marvellous Adventures that he had+ 
and how he achieved them, 

THEN sir Bore thought be should no Mere gw 
into that chamber to rest him; and so sir Bort dressed 
him between the knight and the Cham barndoor, and 
there sir Bor* smote him so sore that he fell down; 
and then that knight yielded him to sir Bora. “ What 
is y oar name f* said sir Bore. “Sir,” said that knight, 
** my name is sir 'Pedivere, of the Straight Marches.'* 
So sir Bore made him swear, that, at 'Whitsnndoy next 
coming, fbrto be at the court of king Arthur, and 
yield him there as prisoner, and an overcome knight, 
by the hands of sir Bore. So thus departed sir Pe¬ 
divere, of -the Straight Marches. And then sir Bore 
laid him down for to rust him; and then he heard 
and felt much noise at that chamber. And then sir 
Bors espied that there came in, he wist not whether 
* the doors or windows, a shot of arrows and qaails, 
ao thick, that be had great marvel of it; and there 
fell many upon Mm, and hurt him in the bare placet. 
And then sir Bors waa aware where came in an hideous 
lion. So sir Bors dressed him unto the lion; and anew 
the lion bereft him of his shield: and with his sword 
sir Bore smote off the lion's head. Right so, sir Bore 
forthwith saw a dragon hi the court, passing horrible, 
and there seemed letters of gold written in his fore* 
hfcad; hnd air Bors thought that the letters mads a 
signification of his lord, king Arthfir. Right so, there 
came an old and an horrible libbard; and there they 
feaght long, and did a great battle together. And, at 
'fee last, the dragon spit out of his month as it had been 
Well an hundred dragons; and lightly all the small 
dragons slew the old dragon, and tore him all to 
pieces. And anon forthwith there cams an oM man' 
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kilo the Ml, and he sat him down in a fair chair, and 
there seemed to be two great adders about his neck ; 
and then the old man bad a harp, and there be sang 
an old song, how Joseph of Aramathy came into 
this land. And when he had sang the bid man bade 
sir Bors to go from thence; “ For here shall ye have 
no more adventures; and full worshipfully have ye 
done, and better shall ye do hereafter.” And then 
sir Bors seemed that there came the whitest dove that 
ever he saw, with a little golden censer in her month: 
and anon therewithal the tempest ceased and pass- 
eth, that before was marvellous to hear. So was alL 
the court full of good savours. Then sir Bors saw 
four fair children, that bear four tapers, and an old' 
man in the midst of the children, with a censer in 
his own hand, and ft spear in his other hand; and that' 
same spear was called the spear of vengeauce. 


CHAP. VI. 

How Sif Bors departed ; and how Sir Launcelot 
« was rebuked of queen Guenever ; and of his 
JEficwe. 

“ NOW,” said that old man unto sir Bors, u g« 
ye unto your cousin, sir Lanncelot, and tell hinf of 
tins adventure, the which had been most convenient 
for him of all earthly knights. But sin is so foul in 
him, that he may not achieve such holy deeds; for, 
had net been his sin, he had passed all the knights 
• that ever was in his days. And tell thou sir Laun- 
celot, that, of all worldly adventures, he passeth in 
manhood and prowess all other; but, in these spi¬ 
ritual matters, he shall have many bis better.” And 
then- sir Bors saw four gentlemen coming by him, 
poorly beseen ; and he saw whereas they entered into 
a chamber, where was great light, as it were a sum¬ 
mer light: and the woman kneeled down before 
an altar of silver, with four pillars, and as it had 
been a bishop kneeling down before that table of sil¬ 
ver : and, as sir Bors looked over his head, he saw 
VOL. II. I 
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* award like direr, naked, havering over hi* head* 
and the dearness thereof smote so in his eyes, that 
gt that time, sir Bors was blind. And there he heard 
4 yoiqe that said, “ Go thon hence, thou sir Bora;, 
for as yet thon art not worthy to he in this place.* 
And then he went backward to his bed, till mi the 
morrow; and, on tbe morrow, king Pelles made great 
joy of sir Bors: and then he departed, and Tode tip 
Camelot; and there he found sir Lanncelot da Lake^ 
end told him of the adventures that be had seen with 
king Pedes at Corbin* 

So the noise sprang in king Arthur’s court, that dr 
B&uncelot had gotten a child upon fair Blaine, the 
daughter of king Pelles; wherefore, queen Gaenevc* 
Was wrath,, and gave many rebukes unto sir Laun- 
celot, and called him false knight. And then sir 
Xaunoelot told the queen all, and how he was made 
to lie by her, by enchantment, in likeness of the 
queen: so the queen held sir Launceiot excused. And 
as king Arthur had been in Franae, and had much 
war upon the mighty king Claudas, and had won 
much of his lands; and, when the king Was come 
again, he let cryn great feast, that all lords and ladies 
of England should be there, but if it were such as 
were rebellious against bjra. 

4 


CHAP. VII. 

Mow Dame Elaine, Galahad’s Mother, came in 
great Estate unto Camelot ; and how Sir Laun¬ 
ceiot behaved him there. 

AND when dame Blaine, the daughter of king 
Pedes, heard of this feast, she sent unto her father, 
and required him that he would give her leave for to. 
ride unto that feast The king answered, ** I will 
weU that ye go thither; but in anywise, as ye love 
me, and will have my blessing, that ye be well bo* 
Seen in the richest wise; and look that ye spare for 
no cost; as and ye shall have all that yon needoth.’* 
Then, bjr the advice of dame Briseu, hpr maid, all 
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Sip, W tnaRUcd unto tk* >»||||, and-tho* 

W»# never moralndy richly beseca thaw ah* vat. 8* 
•be rode with twenty knights, and ten ladies, and few 
dcwomen, to the number of an bunded hocaes; and, 
when she came to Caraelot, king Arthur and quean 
Gnenever said, and ail the knights, that dame Elaine 
was the fairest and beat beaaen lady that ever was in 
that court* And anon, as king Arthur wist that aba 
spas, come, he met her, and tainted, her; and so dkl 
the most part of the knights of the noond table, both 
fir Tristram, air Bleoberi*, and sir Oawaiot, and 
hftny more that I will not rehearse. But when air 
Launcelot saw her he was sore ashamed,* and that 
because he drew his sword on the morrow, when he 
had laid by her, that be would not see her, nor yet 
•peak to her; and yet sir Launcelot thought she was 
the fairest woman that he saw in his life days. Bat 
When dame Elaine saw that sir Lanncelot would net 
Speak to her, she was so heavy, that she wend her 
heart would have burst: for wit ye well that out of 
measure she loved hjm. And then dame Elaine said 
into her gentlewoman, dame Erisen, “ The unkind, 
nan of air Launcelot near hand alayeth me.”— “A 
peace, madam 1" said dame Brisen; “ I will under* 
take that this night he shall lie wilh you, and y« 
Would hold you still That were me lever,” said 
dame Elaine, “ than all the gold that la above the 
earth.”—“ Let me deal,” said dame Brisen. So when 
dame Elaine was brought unto queen Goenever, 
either made other good cheer by countenance, but 
nothing with hearts. But all men and women spake 
of the bpauty of dame Elaine, and of her great riches* 
Than at night the queenoommanded that dame Elaine 
Shookl steep h» * chamber, nigh unto her chamber, 
and aU under one roof: and so it was done as the 
queen had commanded. Then the queen sent for air. 
Tamwrsfot, and bade him come to her chamber that 
figbk u Or else, I am sure,” said the queen, <* that 
ye will go to yoor lady's bed, dame Elaines by wfaonk 
ye gat GaWwd*”—? Ah 1 madam,” said sir Lann* 
" never say ya so or that I did wee against mp 
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WW."—" Then* said the queen, “look that ye wiU 
tome to me when I send for yon.*—** Madam,* said 
sir Laancelot, “ I shall not fail yon, but I shall be 
ready at your command.* This bargain was not so 
soon done and made between them, but dame Brisen 
knew it by her crafts, and told it to her lady, dame 
'Elaine. “Alas!* said she, “ bow shall I dot*— 
“ Let me deal,* said dame Brisen; “fori shall bring 
him by the hand even onto yonr bed, and he shall 
ween that I am queen Gnenever’s messenger.”— 
** Now well Is me,” said dame Elaine; “ for of aH 
the world 1 love none so much as I do sir Law* 
celot.” 


• chap. vrir. 

How Dame Brisen, by Enchantment, brought Sir 

Launcclot to Dame Elaine?s Bed ; and hot? 

Queen Guepever rebuked him . , 

SO, when the time came that all the folks were 
a-bed, dame Brisen came unto sir Lanncelot's bed-sidd 
and said, “ Sir Laancelot da Lake, be ye asleep f 
my lady, queen Goenever, lieth and waheth upon 
yon.*—“ O, fair lady !* said sir LaunCelot, “ I am 
ready to go with yon where ye will have me.* So 
sir Laancelot threw upon him a long gown, and took 
hfs sword in his hand; and then dame Brisen took 
him by the finger, and led him onto her lady’s bed, 
dame Elaine: and then she departed, and left them 
in the bed together. Wit ye well the lady was glad, 
and so was sir Laancelot; for he weened that he had 
another in his arms. Now leave we them kissing and 
clipping, as it was a kindly thing, and speak we of 
queen Goenever, that sent one of her gentlewomen 
unto sir Lanncelot’s bed ; and, when she came there, 
die found sir Lanncelot’s bed cold, and be was away. 
So she came again nnto the queen, and told her all, 
how she had sped. “ Alas!* said the queen; “ where 
is that knight become t* Then the queen was nigh 
ontoTher wits, and then she writhed and weltered m 


Digitized by 


Google 



KNIGHTS OF THE ROUND TABLE. 179 

a mad woman, and might not sleep a four or five 
hour*. Then sir Launcelot had a condition that h« 
ased of custom, he would clatter in his sleep, and 
speak oft of his lady, queen Guenever. So sir Laun¬ 
celot had waked so long as it had pleased him; then 
by coarse of kind be slept, and dame Elaine both. 
And in his sleep he talked and clattered as a jay of 
the love that had been between queen Goeaever and 
him; and so, as he talked so load, the qdeeu heard 
him there as she lay in her chamber : and then sbe 
heard him so clatter, sbe was nigh wooed, and out 
of her mind, and for anger and pain wist not what to 
do; and then sbe coughed so load that sir Lanucelot 
awaked, and he knew her hemming; and then she 
knew well that be lay not by the queen. And there¬ 
with he leapt oat of his bed as he had been a wooed 
Juan in his shirt, and the qneen met him in the floor, 
and thus she said: “ False traitor, knight thou ait, 
look thou never abide in my court, and avoid my 
chamber; and not so hardy thou false traitor, knight 
that thou art, ever thou come in my sight.*'—“ Alas,* 
.said sir Launcelot, and therewith he took such a 
heartily sorrow at her words, that lie fell down to the 
ground in a swoon; and therewith queen Guenever 
departed. And when sir Launcelot awaked of his 
swoon he leapt out at a bay window into a garden, 
and there with thorns he was all- to scratched in his 
visage and his body: and so he ran forth he wist not 
w hither, and was wild wooed as ever was man. And 
so he ran two years, and never man might have grace 
.to know him. 


CHAP.* IX. 

How Dame Maine was commanded by Queen 
' Guenever for to avoid the Court f and how Sir 
Xauncelot became mad . 

NOW tarn we unto queen Goenever, and unto 
dame Elaine. Then, when dame Elaine heard queen 
Guenever so. rebuke air Launcelot. and also she saw 
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Row he swooned, and after leapt orit of a bay wfbdd r ^ 
Wien she said unto queen Gue never, 44 bfadam, ye are 
greatly to blame for air Launcelot, ftor now ye haVfe 
lost him; for 1 law and heard by his countenance that 
^e b mad for ever. Alas, madam, ye do great tffi, 
and to yourself great dishonour, for ye have a lord ox 
your own, and therefore it is your part for to love 
him above all other; for there is no Queen in all this 
world (hat hath such another long as ye hast: and if 
ft were not, I might have the love 6f my lord, tfr 
Launcelot; and because I have to lovehhh, for be hath 
'my maidenhead, and by him 1 have bom a fhh-son, and 
his name isGalahad, and he shall be in his time the best 
Vnight in the world.**— 44 I warn and charge you, damfc 
’Elaine,” said the queen, ** that, when ft n daylight, to 
avoid my court; and, fbr the love ye owe to ahr 
Launcelot, discover not your counsel. Tor and ye d6 
it will be his death. As for that, dame Elaine, I dark 
undertake he is marred for ever, and that have ye 
made; for ye nor I are not like to rejoice him, for hfc 
made the most piteous groan when he leapt out at 
yonder bay window that ever I heard man make.*^— 
"Afast* said fair Elaine.— 44 Alas'!” said queen 
Gucnever, “ for now I wot well we have Ion him fbtr 
"ever.” So on the morrow dame Elaine took her leave 
to depart, and she would no longer abide. Iheti 
Icing Arthur brought her on her way, with taore than 
a hundred knights, through a great forest: audhyttts 
’way she told sir Bors de Ganis all how H betide daft 
tame night, and how sir Launcelot leapt out at a bay 
window extraaglit out of his wit.”— 44 Alas!” said At 
< Bors, « where is my lord, sir Launcelot, become t**— 
“ Sir,** said dame Elaine, 44 I cannot tell you.”— 44 Alas,” 
said sir Bora, 44 between you both ye have destroyed 
that food knight.”— 44 As fear me,” said dame Elaine, 
44 1 said never, nor did never thing that should in any* 
wise displease him; hut with the great rebuke that 
queen Guenever gave him, 1 saw him swoon to tha 
ground; and when he awoke he took his Uword in 
hb hand, naked, save his Shirt, and leapt out at a wilt- 
How, with tha most sorrowful grots that-mr 1 beard 
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any man make.”—“ Now farewel, dame Elaine,” nk| 
mr Bors, “ and hold my lord, Mag Arthur, with a tale an 
long as ye may, for I will tarn again onto queen 
Gueucver, and give her an beat; and 1 require yon, at 
ye will have my service, make good watch, and eapy 
if ye may see my lord, sir Launcelot.*— M Truly,” 
Mid dafme Elaine, *< I wHl do all that I 'may, for at 
fain would, I knew where he is become as yon or 
any of his kin, or as queen GUenever, and a good 
came I have thereto, as well as any other. And, wk ye 
weH,”*aald dame Elaine to sir fiors, M 1 would lose my 
Me for him rather than he shoaid be hnrt. But, akst 
I fear me that I shall never see him, and the chief 
eaaaer of all this is dame Gaenever .”—* Madam,” said 
dame Biiuen (the which had made the enchantment 
before between sir Lanneelot and her), ** I pray you 
h e ar tily let sir Bora depart, and hie him with aU his 
as fast as he may to seek sir Lannoeiot, for I 
warn yon he is dean out of his mind, and yet ha. shall 
be well helped, and but by miracle.” Then wept 
dams Elaine, and so did sir Bon de Ganis, and se 
they departed ; and sir Bors rode straight unto queen 
Geenever: and when she saw sir Bors, she began te 
Weep as rite had been wooed. “ Bh upon your 
Weeping,” said sir Bors, “ for ye weep never but when 
there is no boot. Alas,” said sir Bore, “ that ever dr 
Xsmncelofs ldn saw yon; for now have ye lost the 
test knight of all our blood, and he that was the 
leader of ass aU, and our socconr: and, I date well 
nay, and make * good, that all kings, Christian or 
heathen, may not find such a knight, for to speak of 
trie nobleness and courtesy, with his beauty and gentle¬ 
ness. Alas !”«aM sir Bors," what Shall we do that be Of 
to blood?"—" Alasl" said dr Ector de Maris.”-* 
" Alas!” said sir Lionel. 
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CHAP. X. 

What Sorrow Queen Guenever made for Sir 
. Launcelot , and how he was fought by Knights 
v of his Kin- 

i AND, when the queen beard them say so, she Ml 
to the ground in a deadly sound. And then sir Bora 
took her and dawed her; and when she was come to 
herself again, she kneeled before the three knights, and 
held np both her bands, and besought them to seek 
him, and not to spare for no goods but that he bd 
fOund, for I wot well he is out of his mind. And sir 
Bora, sir Ector, and sir Lionel, departed from the 
queen, for they might not abide no longer, for sorrow. 
And then the queen sent them treasure enough for 
their expenses: and so they took their horses and their 
armour, and departed, and then they rode from country 
to country, in forests, and in wildernesses, and in ways, 
and ever they laid watch as well both at forests and 
-at all manner of men as they rode to hearken and to 
inquire after him, as he that was a naked man in his 
ahirt, with a sword in his hand. And thus they rode 
'well nigh a quarter of a year endlong and overdraw t 
in many places, forests, and wildernesses, and often¬ 
times whre evil lodged for his sake, and yet for all 
their laboor and seeking could they never hear word 
of him; and, wit ye weU, these three knights were 
passing sorry. So then, at the last, sir Bors and his 
fellows met with a knight that hight sir Motion de Tar- 
tare. " Now, fair knight,” said sir Bora, “ whither 
be ye going f” for they knew either other beforetime. 

Sir,” said sir Melion, “lam in the way toward the 
court of king Arthur.”—" Then we pray you/* said 
sir Bora, “ that ye will tell my lord, king Arthur, and 
my lady, queen Guenever, and all the fellowship of 
the round table, that we cannot in no wise tell where 
sir Launcelot is become.” Then sir Melion departed 
from them, and said that he would tell the king, and the 
queen, and all the fellowship of the round table, as they 
had desired him. So when dr Melion was come unto the 
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toad of king Arthur, be told the Wig, andtheqnt—b 
and all the fellowship of the rooad table, what dr 
Bora had sakl of dr Laancelot. Thou air Qawatoc^ 
air Ewaine, sir Sagramore le Desirous, dr Agio vale, 
iod sir Perdvale do Galls, took apon them, by the 
great desire of king Arthur, and in espedal by the 
-qneen, to seek throughout ail England, Wales, and 
Scotland, to And dr Laancelot; and wtth theib rode 
eighteen- knights more to bear them fellowship; and. 
Wit ye well, that they lacked no manner of spending, 
gad so were they twenty-three knlgfrts. Now return, 
we nnto sir Launcelot, and speak we of his cam and 
woe, and what pain that he endured; for cold, hanger, 
and thirst, h? had plenty. And that, v them noble 
knights rode together, they by one awe* departed 
asunder, and then they rode by two, by three, by 
four, and by ive; and ever they assigned where they 
should meet. And so sir Agloraie and dr Ptrehralo 
axle together onto their mother, which was a queen In 
those dayst «*d when she saw her two sons, Cor Joy 
she wept.right tenderly, and then die said unto, them, 
“ Ah, my dear sons, when year father was slain he 
left me fonr sons, of the which now be two slain, and 
Cor the death of my noble son, sir Lamoracke, shaft 
spy. heart never be glad.” And then she kneeled 
down upon both her knees before sir Aglovalo and 
gir Perdvale, and bemaght thorn to abide, at) boom 
^rith her. “ Ah, sweet mother,” said sir Perdvale, 
we may not abide here, for we be come ef king's 
blood on both parties; and therefore, mother, it iaour 
kind .to hunt at aran and noble deeds.'—“ AlasJ my 
sweet sons,” said she, “ for your aakes I shall lose 
my liking and lust, and wind and weather I may not 
^ndure, what for the death of your father* king Peilb 
%ore, that was shamefully slain by the hands of sir 
Pennine, and Ms brother, sir Gaheris; and they slew 
kins not manfully, but by treason. And, my deaf 
aona, this is a piteous complaint .for me of yonr fdhar's 
death, considering also the death of df Lamoracke, 
which of . knighthood had hut few fdlewas now, my 
aon^havfthiainytmr mind*? Xhjn tksre waa 
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-great wfeeping and sobbing in the conrt when ihcf 
should depart, and she fell down in a swoon fn the 
midst of the conrt. 


CHAP. XI. 

JJow a Servant of Sir Agloval&s mas slain, and 
what Vengeance Sir Aglovale and Sir Percivala 
did therefore. 

AS soon as she came again to herself, she sent ai 
’squire after than with spending enough for them. 
And when the ’squire had overtook them, they would 
not suffer him to ride with them, bat sent him home 
again to comfort their mother, praying her meekly of 
her blessing. And So this ’sqnire was benighted, and, 
by. misfortune, he happened to come onto a castle 
where dwelled a baron; and So when the ’sqnire was 
come into the castle, the lord asked him from whence 
he came, and whom he served. “ My lord,” said the 
’sqnire, “ I serve a good knight, that is called sir 
Aglovale.” The ’sqnire said it to a good Intent, wcen- 
fhg unto the ’squire to have been the more forborne for 
nr Aglovale’s sake, than that he had answered he had 
serVed the qneen, Bir Aglovale’s mother. “ Well, my 
fellow,” said the lord of the castle, “ for sir Aglovale’s 
sake thon shalt have an evil lodging; for Aglovale 
slew my brother, and therefore thon shalt die on part 
of payment.” And then the lord commanded his 
men to have himout of his castle, and there they slew 
him out of mercy. Right so on the morrow came 
sir Aglovale and sir Percivale riding by a church-yard 
where men and women were busy, and beheld the 
dead 'squire, and thought to bury him. “ What to 
there,” said sir Aglovale, “ that ye behold so fasti” A 
good man started forth and said, “ Fair knight, here 
Heth a ’squire slain shamefully this night.”—" How 
was he stain, fair fellow f* said sir Aglovale. “ My 
“ fldr air,” said the man, “the lord of this castle lodged 
the ’squirt this night; and because he said he was ser¬ 
vant unto a good knight that to with king Arthur, his' 
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name is sir Aglovale, therefore the lord commanded 
to slay him, and for this c aus e he is slain.”—•“ Gre- 
mercy,” said sir Aglovale, “ .and lightly shall ye 
see his death revenged, for 1 am the same knight for 
whom this ’squire was slain.” Then sir Aglovale 
called unto him sir Terdvale, and bkl him alight 
quickly, and so they alighted both. And to they 
went on foot into the castle, and aw soon as they were 
within the castle-gate Sir Aglovale bad the porter go 
into his lord, and tell him that I am sir Aglovale, for 
whom this 'squire was slain this night Anon, the 
porter told this unto his lord, whose name was sic 
Goodwin, and anon he armed him, and then he came 
into the court and said, “ Which of you is sir Agio- 
vale.”—“ Here am I,” said sir Aglovale: “ for what 
cause,” said sir Aglovale, “ alewest thou this night 
my mother’s ’squire?”—“ I slew him,” apid sir Good¬ 
win, “ because of thee; thou slewest my brother, sir, 
Gawdelyn.”—“ As for thy brother,” said sir Aglo- 
valc, “ I avow it I slew him; for he was a false 
knight, and a betrayer of ladies and of good knights, 
and for the death of my ’squire thou shall die.”—“ I 
defy thee,” said sir Goodwin: and then they lashed to¬ 
gether as eagerly u it had been two wild lions; and sir 
Percivale fought with all the remnant that would 
fight: and so within awhile sir Percivale had slain 
all that would withstand him; for sir Perdvale dealed 
so his strokes, that were so rude, that there durst no 
man abide him. And, within a little while, dr Ag¬ 
io vale had down sir Godwin to the earth, and there 
he unlaced his helm, and struck off his head. And 
then they departed and took their horses; and then 
they let carry the dead ’squire unto a priory, and 
there they buried him. 
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cha!p. XII. 

fiiw *y>r Percivale deported secretly from him 
Brother, and how he limed a Knight bound 
with a Chain, and of other Things. 

AND when this was done, they rode into many' 
countries, ever inquiring after sir Launeelot, but in no- 
arise they cOnid hear of him. And at the last they 
came to a castle hight Cardkan, and there sir Perd- 
Vale and air Agiovale were lodged ’together; and 
jprivily, about midnight, sir Percivale came to air 
Aglovalfe's *sqaire, and said, “ Arise, and niake thee 
ready, for thou and I will ride away secretly ."—“ Sir,** 
said the ’squire, “ I would fain ride with yon where 
ye wotdd have me, but, and my lord your brother 
take me, be will slay me.”—“ As for that, care thoa 
not,”said sir Percivale, “for I Shall be thy warrant.” 
And so they rode till it was after noon, and then they 
came Upon a bridge of stone, and there be found a 
knight that was bound with a chain fast about the 
■fcaist unto a pillar of marble. n O, fair bright,” 
said that bound knight, “ I require thee loose me of 
my hands .”— u What knight are ye," said Sir Pefcfc 
Vale, “ and for what cause are ye se bound P*—** Sir, 
I Shalt tell you,” said that knight: “ l ath a knight of 
die refund table, and my name is sir Persidds, and 
thus by adventure I came this way, and here f 
lodged in this castle at the bridge foot, mid therein 
dwelleth an nncourteous lady; and, because she jirof- 
Ifered me to'be my paramour, and that 1 refused her, 
She set her men Upon me suddenly, or that 1 might 
cdtae to my Weapon, and thus they bound me, and 
here, and wot well 1 shall die, but if some man ot 
worship break my hands."—“ Be ye of good cheer,” 
sakl sir Percivale, “ and because ye are a knight of 
the round table as well as 1,1 trust to God to break 
your handsand therewith sir Percivale drew out 
Us sword, and stroke at the chain with such a might, 
that he cut in two the chain, and went through dr 
PUrsUes’ hawberk, and hurt him a little. ** OJeea," 
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MM dr Perskies, that was a mighty stroke as ever I 
Wt, for ban not the chain been ye had slain me." 
And therewithal sir Perddes sa* a knight coming out 
of the castle alt that be might flying. u Beware,” said 
air Peraides, “ yonder cometh a man that will hare 
to do with yon.*’—“ Let him come,” said dr Perdvale. 
And so he met with that knight in the midst of the 
bridge* and sir Perdvale gave him s#ch a boffst, that 
he smote him quite from his horse, and over a part of 
the bridge, that had not been a little vessel under¬ 
neath the bridge that knight bad been drowned. And 
then dr Perdvale took the knight’s horse, and made 
air Peraides to mount upon him. And so they rode 
unto the cattle, and bid the lady deliver air Perside^ 
servants, or else he Would shy all that he might find* 
And so for fear she delivered them all. Then waa 
ihr Perdvale aware of a lady that stood in a tower. 
** Ah, thadam,” said Mr Perdvale, * what use is that 
iu a lady for to destroy good knights but if they 
drill be your paramour forthwith^ it is a shameful 
custom Of •« lady : and if that I had net a great 
nutter in hand, I sfioaM undo your evfl customs.* 
And so sir Peraides brought air Perdvale onto hi# 
ow’d castle, and there he made 1dm the best cheer 
thkt he eriblfl devise all that night. And, on the mdr*. 
row,-when sir Perdvale'had heard mass, and broken 
his ffcst, he bid sir Persides ride unto king Arthur, 
knd tell the Icing how ye met With me, “and tell my 
brother, sir Agio vale, how 1 resened yon, and bid my 
brother : tb«t he seek hot after me; for ten him that I 
am in flie quest for to seek sirXaunCelot du L4ke,ahd 
though her seek me, he shad hot And me ) and tell him 
that 1 will never sec him nor the court till 1 barb 
flMisd rfr Laoncdot. Aho, tell sir Kaye, the sen©* 
•dial, knd Ar lflordred, that 1 (rust unto Jesn to bo 
of us : fteat worthiness as either of them: (hr tell them, 
that I shall nevd- forget their mocks and scorns that 
they tftd to roe that drty When I was made knight? 
aidfeU ttfem,that I will never see that court thl rods 
Sp eak of me more worship than ever man did of any 
of them both.** And vir Porsides deputed from ttr 
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Percivale, and then he rode unto king Arthur, god 
told tliere of sir Percivale; and when sir Agloval? 
heard him speak of htf brother, sir Percivale, he said, 
“ He departed from me unkindly.” 


CHAP. XUI. 

ffoto Sir Pen-ionic met with Sir Ector, and how 
they fought long together, and how they had 
alihost slain each other. 

“ SIR,” said sir Persides, “ on my life he shall 
prove a noble knight as any is now living.” And 
when he saw sir Kaye and sir Mordrcd, sir Persides 
said thus: “ My fair lords, both sir Percivale greeteth 
you well both, and he sendeth you word by me, that 
he trusteth unto God, or ever he cometh to the court 
again to be of as great nobleness as ever ye were 
both, and more men to speak of his nobleness than 
ever did of your’s .”—■* It may well be,” said sir 
Kaye and sir Mordred, “ but at that time when ha 
was made knight he was full unlikely, to prove a 
good knight.”— J* As for that,” said king Arthur, ** be 
must needs prove a good knight, for his father and 
his brethren were noble knights.” Now will we tm 
turn unto sir Percivale, that rode long, and in a forest 
he met a knight with a broken shield, and a broken 
Wlm; and as soon as either saw other readily, they 
made them ready to joust, and so hurtled together 
with all the might of their horses, and met together 
so hard, that sir Percivale was smitten to the earth* 
And then sir Percivale arose lightly, and cast his 
phield upon his shoulder, and drew his sword, and 
bade the other knight alight and do battle to the at* 
lermost. “ Will ye moreT” said the knight; and 
therewith he alighted and put his horse from him, and 
then they came together an easy pace, and there they 
lashed together with their swords; and sometimes 
they stroke, and sometimes they feigned, and either 
gave other many great wounds. .Thus they fought 
near half a day, and never rested them kqt little; 
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ind there was none of them both that had less wounds 
than fifteen, and they bled so much, that it was mar¬ 
vel that they stood upon their feet. Hot this knight 
that fonght with sir Percivale was a proved knight, 
and a well fighting, and sir Percivale was yoong and 
strong, not knowing in fighting as the other was. 
Then sir Percivale spake first, and said —“ Sir knight, 
hold thy hand a little while still, for we have fought 
for a simple matter and qoarrel ever long, and there, 
fore I require thee of gentleness tell me thy name, 
for I was never or this time matched.”—“ So God 
Wiehelp,” said the other knight, “ and never before 
(his time was there never no manner of knight, the 
Which wounded and hart me so dangerously as thou 
hast done; and yet have I fought in many battles, and 
now sbalt thou wit that 1 am a kuigbt of the round 
table, and my name is sir Ector de Maris, brother 
tmto the good Ipight, sir Lanncelot du Lake.”— 

“ Alas ! m said sir Percivale, “ and my name is sir 
Percivale <le Galis, that have made my quest for to 
seek sir Lanncelot: now am I seeker that I shall never 
finish my quest, for ye have slain me.”—“It is not 
so,” said sir Ector, 44 for I am slain by your hands, 
and may not live; therefore I require you,” said sir . 
Ector unto str Percivale, “ ride ye hereby unto a 
priory, and bring me a priest, that I may receive my 
Saviour, for I may not live. And when ye come 
unto Hie court of king Arthur, teil not my brother sir 
Lanncelot how ye have slain me, for then he will be 
yonr mortal enemy ; but ye may say, that! was slain 
in my quest as I sought him.”—“ Alas!” said sir Per¬ 
civale, 44 ye say that thing that never will be, for I 
am so faint for bleeding, that unlesa I may stand, 
how should I then take my horse,” 

CHAP. XIV. 

Bow by Miracle they were both made whole by 
the coming of the holy Vessel of the Sancgreal. 

THEN they made both great dole out of measure. 

* This -will not avail,” said sir Percivale; and then 
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fee kneeled down and made his pray.era dauoaiiy 
bn to Almighty God, for be was one of the beat 
knights of the world that was at that time, in whom 
the very faith stood most in. Eight so there came by 
the holy vessel of the sancgreal, with all manner of 
Sweetness and savour, but they could not readily ash 
who bear that holy vessel; but sir Percivale had a 
glimmering of that vessel, and of the maiden that 
bear it; for she was a perfect clean maid. And forth* 
With they were both as whole of limb and hide as 
aver they were in their life days ; wherefore, they 
gave thanks unto Almighty God right devoutly. “ O 
Jem P* said sir Percivale, “ what may this mean, thaf 
tre be thus healed, and right now we were at a point 
of dying.’*—“ I wot well,” said sir Ector, “ what tt 
is: it is an holy vessel that is borne by a 
and therein is a part of the holy blood of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, blessed might he. be; but it may not b# 
Seen,** said sir Ector, " but if be be by a perfect 
man.**—" So God me help,” said sir Percivale* u l 
Saw a damsel as me, though all in white, with « 
Vessel in both her hands, and forthwithai I wap 
whole.** So then they took their horses and their 
harness, and amended it as well as they might, that 
was broken, and so they mounted upon their horsey 
And rode talking together; mid there sir Ector told 
sir Percivale how he had sought his brother dr 
Launcelot, and never could have knowledge of Mro* 
In many strange adventures have 1 been in this quest* 
hnd so either told other of their adventures. 


CHAP. XV. 

How Sir Launcelot , in Ms Madness > took a Sword 
and fought with a Knight, and after leapt In a 
Bed. 

AND now leave we a little of dr Ector and sk 
Percivale, and speak we of sir Launcelot, thatsnSersd 
and endured many sharp showers, which ever ran 
>rMd wood from place to place*, and feted by fruiV 
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and soeh as be might get, Md drank water two 
yean: and other clothing had be bat little, sate his 
shirt and his breach. And thus, as sir Launcelot 
wandered here and there, he came into a fair mea¬ 
dow, where he found a pavilion, and there apon a 
tree hung a white shield, and two swords hong 
thereby, and two spears there leaned against a tree. 
And when sir Launcdot saw the swords, anon he 
leapt to the one sword, and took it in his hand, and 
drew it oat, and then he lashed at the shield, that all 
the meadow rang of the dints that he gave, with soch 
a' noise as ten knights had fought together. Then 
there came forth a dwarf, and leapt onto sir Launce- 
lot, and would have bad the sword out of his hand: 
and then sir Launcelot took him by both the shoulders, 
and threw him to the ground upon his neck, that he 
had almost broken his neck; and therewithal the 
dwarf cried for help. Then came forth a little knight, 
and well apparelled in scarlet, furred with meniver ; 
and anon as he saw sir Launcelot, be deemed that 
he should be out of his wits,-and then he sakl with 
fair speech, “ Good friend, lay down that sword, for 
as me seemeth thou hast more need to sleep, and of 
warm clothes, than to wield that sword."—“ As for 
that,” said sir Launcelot, “ come thon not nigh me; 
for and thon do, wit thou well I will slay thee." And 
when the knight of the pavilion saw that, he started 
backward within the pavilion ; and then the dwarf 
armed him lightly, and so the knight thought by force 
and might to take the sword from sir Launcelot: and 
ao became stepping out; and when sir Launcelot saw 
him come all armed with his sword in his hand, sir 
Lauqpelot flew upon him with such a might, and hit 
him upon the helm such a buffet, that the stroke 
troubled his brains. And therewith the sword break 
in three, and the knight fell to the ground as though 
he had been dead, and the blood burst out at his 
mouth, nose, add ears. And then sir Launcelot ran 
into the pavilion, and there he crept into the warm 
bed; and in that bed thare was a lady, and lightly 
rite gat her smock, and ran out of the pay^lion. And 


by Google 



183 KINO AHTttUlt, Am HIS . 

tWn She tow bet lord lie oft the ground, like to be 
diced, then the cried end wept to though the had been 
died. Then with liet noise the knight awaked oat 
of hit swoon, arid looked up qeictdy with his eyes, 
end then he asked her where the madman was that 
had given blfti such h buffet; “ for strtha buffet had 
I never of man’s hand .”— u Sir,” said the dwarf, u It 
It no worship to hurt him ; for he is a man out of 
his wits, and doubt ye not he hath been a man Of 
great worship, and for some heartily sorrow that he 
hath taken he is fallen mad."—And me seemeth," 
Mid the dwarf, “ that lie reSfemblefli much unto sir 
Launcelot du Lake, for him I saw at the great toama* 
Ment beside Lonazep."—“ Jesu defend," said that 
knight*; * that ever die noWe knight sir Lanncek* 
should be in such a plight: but whatsoever be be" 
said that knight, “ harm will 1 none do him." And 
this kniglifs name is sir Bliaunt: then he said unto 
the dwarf, “ Go thou in all haste, on horseback, unto 
my brother sir Selivant, that is at die castle Bttncke, 
said tell him of mine adventure, and bid hhn bring 
with him a horse litter, and then will we bear this 
knight unto my castle." 


CHAP. XVI. 

How Sir Launcelot was carried 4m a Horser 
Utter, and how Sir J^auncelot rescued Sir 
Bliaunt , his host . 

SO the dwarf rode fast and came again, nod 
bronght sir Selivant with him, and six men with a 
horse-litter. And so they took- np the featherbed 
with sir Launcelot, and so carried all with diem to 
the castle Blanche, and he never awakened until he 
Was within the castle; and then they bound his hands 
and Ms feet, and gave him good meats and good 
drink, and brought hhn again to bis strength and Ml 
Fairness; but in ins wits they could not bring hhn 
again, nor to know himself. '11m sir Launcelot was 
them more than a year and a half, hanest) y aivayed) 
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ittd -fWr farrfcfg WffWal. *Ihen, upon • day, (Ms tori 
df that castle, rfr BH*mt,took his arm* on hfli id n ek , 
with a spear, to seA adventures; and as he rode In 
* threat there tt*t him two knight* adventnroos; (ha 
one was sir Bretfse saunce fHtle, and his brother sir 
Bertlot; and these two ran both at once upon Wr 
Bliaont, and break both their spears upon his body, 
and then they drew oat their swords, and made a 
treat battle, and foeght long together: bat, at the last, 
sir Bliaunt was sore wounded, and felt himself feints 
and then he fled on horseback toward his castle. And 
at they came hurtling under the castle, where sir 
Laoncelot lay in a window, aud saw two knights laid 
•poo sfr Bliftant with their swords; and When sir 
ijauheelbt saw feat, yet as wooed as he was, lie Was 
•Wry for Ml lord sir Bfiaunt. And (ben sir Lannce* 
At break Wfc chains from his legs, and from his a rm s , 
tfld In Ids breaking he htfrt both his hands: and so 
«ir Laoncelot ran out at a postern, and (here he met 
with the (Wo knights that chaeed -sir Blhrant, and 
there he ptfBtd flown Berth* WWi hi* bare hands 
flrokn Ms bdree, dad therewithal he writhed his sWord 
OM of his hands; and so he leapt onto sir Brease, and 
gave him such a buffet upon the head, that he tumbled 
backward over his horse’s croup. And when rfr 
Berflot saw his brother have such a fall, he gat a spear 
in his hand, and would have ran sir Laoncelot 
through: (hat saw sir Blhrant, and struck off the 
hand of sir Bertlot; and then sir Breuse and dr 
Bertlot gat their horses, and fled away. When sir 
SeHvant oamd, and saw what sir Latmceiot had done 
for hi* brother, then he flanked God, and so did hit 
brother, that ever (hey did him any good; but when 
dr BHaunt saw that sir Laoncelot was hurt, wife the 
breaking of tris chains, then he was sorry feat he had 
bound him. H Bind Mfn no more/* said sir SeHvant, 
* for he is happy and gracious."* Thai they made 
great joy of sir Laoncelot, and ‘they bound trim no 
more. And So he abode there half a year and more ; 
and In a morning early sir Latmceiot was aware 
where came-agreat boar, with many hoends nigh 
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him; bat the boar was so big, that there night nq 
hounds tear him, and the hooters came, after blowing 
their horns both on horseback and on foot: and, at 
the last, sir Laancelot was aware where one of them 
alighted and tied his horse to a tree, and leaned his 
Sjpear against the tree. 


CHAP. XVII. 

How Sir Launcelot fought against a Boar , and 
slew Mm, and how he was hurt , and after 
brought unto a Hermitage . 

SO came sir Laancelot and found the hone 
bound to a tree, and a spear leaning against a tree, 
and a sword tied unto the saddle bow : and then sir 
Xauncelot leaped into the saddle, and gat that spear 
in his hand, and then he rode after the boar; and 
then sir Lanucelot was aware where the boar set his 
arse onto a tree fast by a hermitage* Then sir Laun¬ 
celot ran at the boar with his spear: and therewith 
the boar turned him suddenly, and tore oat the lungs 
and the heart of sir Launcelofs horse: so sir Laan¬ 
celot fell to the earth, and or ever sir Launcelot 
might get from his horse, the boar tore him on the 
brawn of the thigh up to the hackle bone: and then 
sir Launcelot was wrath, and up he gat him on his 
feet, and drew out his sword, and be smote off the 
boar's head at one stroke. And therewith came out 
the hermit; and, when he saw him have such a 
wound, then the hermit came unto sir Laancelot, 
and bemoaned him, and would have had him unto 
his hermitage: but when sir Launcelot heard him 
apeak, he was so wrath with his wound, that he ran 
upon the hermit to have slain him. And then the 
hermit ran away : and when sir Launcelot might not 
overtake him, he threw his sword after him; for sb 
Launcelot might not no farther for bleeding, 

[he hermit turned again, and asked sir Launcelot how 
he was hurt 1 “ Fellow,” said sir Launcelot, ** this 
hoar hath bitten me right sore.”—" Then come with 
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me” said the hermit, “ and I shall heal yon.”—“ Go 
thy way” *aid sir Launcelot , u and deal not with me.” 
And then the hermit ran his way fast, and in his way 
he met with a good knight with many men. u jSir,” 
said the Jiermit, “ here is fast by my place the goodli¬ 
est man that ever I saw, and he is sore wounded with 
a boar, and yet he hath slain the boar; but well I wot,” 
taid the hermit, " and he be not bolpen, that goodly 
man shall die of that wound, and that were full great 
pity.” Then that knight, at the desire of the hermit, 
gat a cart, and in that cart that knight pot the boar 
and ahr Launcelot; for sir Lanncelot was so feeble that 
they might right easily deal with him. And so sir 
Lanncelot was brought to the hermitage, and the her¬ 
mit healed him of his wounds. But the hermit might 
not find sir Launcelot sustenance, and so he impaired 
and waxed feeble, both of his bod* and of his wit to r 
default of sustenance, and waxed more weaker thad 
he was aforehand. And then upon a day sir Laun¬ 
celot ran his way into the forest, and by adventure 
came into the city of Corbin, where dame Elaine wan 
that had born Galahad, sir Latmcelof s son. And so 
when he was entered into the town, he ran through 
the town into the castle, and then all the young men 
of the city fan after sir Launcelot, and there they 
threw turfs at him, and gave him many sad strokes:' 
and, as sir Lanncelot might reach any of them, he 
threw them, so that they would never more come 
into his hands; for of some he break their legs, and 
some their arms, and so fled into the castle. And 
then came out knights and squires for to rescue sir 
Launcelot, and when they beheld him, and looked 
upon his person, they thought they saw never so 
goodly a man; and when they saw so many wounds- 
upon him, they all deemed that he had been a man 
of worship. And then they ordained clothes unto 
his body, and straw underneath him, and a little 
house, and then every day they would throw him 
meat,, and set biro drink; but there were few or none* 
that wouid feting meat to his hands. 


Digitized \ 


Google 



. *IH0 4N» H»* 


CHAR XVIU. 

Dow Sir Launeelot was known by Dame Plaint, 
and how he was borne into a Chamber, and 
' after healed by the holy Sancgreal. 

SO it befel, that king Pelles had a nephew, whose 
ijame was Castor, and he desired of the king, his wit 
cle, to be wade a knight; and so, at the request of 
this Castor, the king wade him knight at the feast of 
Candlemas. And when Castor was made knight, 
that same day he gave many gowns; and so sir Cast 
tor sent for the fool, that was sir Lauucelot; and 
when be was come afore sir Castor, he gave sic 
Launeelot a robe of scarlet, aqd all that belonged 
unto him : and when sir Launeelot was arrayed lifc« 
q knight, he was the seemliest man in all the court, 
and none *> well made. So, when he saw his time* 
he went into the garden, and there sir Launeelot laid 
him down by a well, and slept. - And so, at after-r 
noon, d am e Plains and her maidens came into the 
garden for to play them; and, as they ran up and 
down, one of dame Elaine’s maidens espied where 
lay a goodly man by the well sleeping, and anon 
shewed him unto dam*. Elaine. “ Peace,” said damn 
Elaipe, “say no word:* and then she brought damn 
Elaine whereas he-lay* And when dame Elaine be¬ 
held, anon she fell in remembrance of him, and knew 
him verily for air Launeelot, and therewith she fell 
on weeping so- heartily, that she sunk down to the 
ground; and when she had wept a great while, then 
a h«» arose and called her maidens,- and said she was 
4ck. And so she went out of the garden, and went 
straight unto her father, and there she took him apart 
by. himself, and then she said, “ Oh, father,,qpw have. 

need of your help : and but if that ye help me, 
farewel my good days for ever.”—“ What is that* 
daughter V* said king Pellet. “ Sir,” said she, “ tbua 
it is: in your garden I went to sport oft, and there* 
by the well, l found sir Launeelot du Lake sleep* 



KNIGHTS or THU WOUND V*HE. 1*1 
I may not believ* it," mid king Paliee* 
* Sir,” *aid ahe, “ truly h* U there; and me m m ¥ k 
that he should be detract out of bis wit.*— t* Then 
hold you atiU,'' said king Pellet, “ and let me deal** 
Then the king called unto him such at be most trusted 
4 four persons, and dame Elaine, his daughter; and 
when they came to the well, and beheld air Launce* 
lot, anon dame Briaeu knew him. “ Sir,” said damn 
B risen, “ we must be wise and ware how we deal 
With him, for this knight i# out of his mind; and if 
that we awake him rudely, what be wi|l do we ail 
know not, but ye shall abide, and I shall throw such 
an enchantment upon him, that be shall not awake 
within the space of a$ boor.” And so ahe did. Then, 
Within a little while after, king Pellet commanded that 
ail the people should avoid, that none should be in that 
way there as the king should come: and so, when 
all this was done, these four men, and these ladkf, 
laid hand upon sir Lao ocelot, and so th^y bear him 
into a tower, and so into the chamber, where as was 
the holy ve«ei of sancgreal; and, by force, sin 
Jaunceiot was laid by that holy vemel. And then 
Wre came a holy man and uncovered the vessel; 
and so, by miracle, and by virtue of that holy vessel, 
sir Launcelpt was all healed and. recovered: and# 
when he was awaked, he groaned and sighed soare* 
and complained greatly that he was passing core. 


CHAP. XIX. 

17ou? Sir Launcelot , after that he was whole, 
and had his Mind, he was ashamed j and how 
Dame Elaine desired a Castle for him . 

AND whan sir Launoeiot saw king Peiles and 
d a me Elaine, he waned ashamed, and tbns he said I 
u O, good Lord Jesu! how came I here: for God's 
take, rag lord, let me wit how I came here.”—“ Sir,** 
said dame Blaine, “ info this country ye came like 
n madman,, all out of your wit, and here ye have 
hpen kept as, a fool, and no creafore here knew what 
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ye were, tilt that, by fortune, a maid of mine brought 
me onto you, where, as ye lay sleeping by a well 
tide; and anon, as 1 verily beheld you, 1 knew you, 
and then I told my father; and so ye were brought 
before this holy vessel, and, by the virtue of it, thus 
were ye healed.”—“ O Jesu! mercy,” said sir Launce- 
lot,” if this be sooth, how many be there that know 
of my weakness t”—“ So God me help,” said dame 
Elaine, “ no more but my father and I, and dame 
Brisen /’— u Now, for Christ's love,” said sir Launce- 
lot," keep it secret, and let no man know it in the 
world. For I am sore ashamed that I have been 
thus miscarried: for I am banished out of the coun¬ 
try of Logris for ever; that is to say, out of the coun¬ 
try of England.” And so sir Launcelot lay more than 
a fortnight or ever he might stir for soreness, and 
then, upon a day, he said unto dame Elaine these 
words: “ Fair lady, for your sake I have had much 
travel, care, and anguish; I need not to rehearse it; 
ye know well how, notwithstanding I know well 
that I have done foul to you, when I drew my swotd 
upon you, for to have slain you on the morrow, when, 
I had lain with you: and all was the cause that 
ye and dame Brisen made me to lie by you, mrhigre 
my head; and, as ye say,, that night Galahad, yohr 
•on, was gotten.”—“ That is truth,” said dame Elaine.' 
” Now will ye, for my love,” said sir Launcelot, 
u go unto your father, and get me a place of him, 
wherein I may dwell; for in the court of king Arthur 
may I never come.”—“ Sir,” said dame Elaine, “ I 
will live and die with you, and only for your sake, 
If my life might not avail yon, and that my death 
might avail you; wit ye well, I would die for your 
take. And I will go to ray father, and I am sure 
there is nothing that I can desire of him but I shall 
have it: and where ye be, my lord, sir Launcelot, 
doubt ye not but I win be with you, with all the 
service that I may do.” So forthwith she wfcnt unto 
her fhtber, and said, “ Sir, my lord, sir I-anncelot, 
deshreth to be here by you, in some castle of yours.” 
—'‘ Well, daughter,” said the king, « Ah it is kb 
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desire to abide in these Marches, he shall be in the 
castle of Bliauut, and there shall ye be with him, and 
twenty of the fairest ladies that be in this country 
and they shall be of the greatest blood ; awl also ye 
shall have ten knights with you. For, daughter, I 
will that ye wit, we all be honoured by the blood of 
the noble knight sir Launcelot.” 


CHAP. XX. 

Hew Sir Launcelot came into Joyous Isle, and 
there he named himself It Chevalier tnal Fet. 

THEN went daine Elaine onto sir Launcelot; and 
told him how her father had devised for him and her. 
Then came the knight sir Castor (that was nephew 
unto king Pelles) unto sir Launcelot, and asked him 
what was his name. « Sir," said sir Launcelot, “ my 
name is le Chevalier mal Fet: that is as much to say, 
the knight that hath trespassed ."— u Sir," said sir 
Castor; “ it may well be so, but me scemeth that your 
name should be sir Launcelot du Lake; for, or now 
I have seen you.”—« Sir,” said Launcelot, “ ye are 
not as a gentle knight; I put, case my name were sir 
Launcelot, and that it list me not to discover my 
name, what should it grieve you to keep my counsel, 
and ye not hurt thereby. But wit ye well, and ever 
it lie in my power, I shall grieve yon, and that I 
promise you truly.” Then sir Castor kneeled down 
and asked sir Launcelot mercy; “ for I shall never 
utter what ye be, as long as ye tx*in these parts.” 
Then air Launcelot pardoned him. And then after 
this king Pelles, with ten kuigbts, and dame Elaine, 
and twenty ladies, rode unto the castle of Bliaunt, 
that stood in an island, inclosed with iron, with a fair 
water, deep and large. And, when they were there, 
sir. L auncel o t let call it the Joyous Isle ; and there he 
was called none otherwise but le Chevalier mal Fet, 
the knight that hath trespassed. Then sir Launcelot 
let make him a shield all of sable, and a queen 
crowned in the midst, all of silver, and a knight dean 
VOL. IL K 
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-armed, kneeling before her; and every day once, for 
•any mirths that all the ladies might make him, be 
' Would look towards the realm of Logris, were as 
king Arthur and queen Guenevcr were, and then 
would he fall on a weeping, as though his heart 
-should aU to break. So it befel that time, that - sir 
Launcelot heard of a jousting fast by his castle, with¬ 
in six miles: then he called unto.him a dwarf, and 
bid him go unto that jousting, and, or ever the 
knights depart, look that thou make there a cry, in 
hearing of all die knights that be there, 44 that there 
is a good knight in Joyous Isle, that is, the castle Bit- 
aunt, and say that his name is le Chevalier mal Fet, 
that will joust against all knights that will come, and 
who that putteth that knight to the worse shall have a 
fair maiden and a jar-fawcon. 


CHAF. XXI. 

Of a great Tournament in the Joyous Isle , and 
hote Sir Percivale fought with him. 

SO when tills cry was made, unto Joyous Isle 
drew many knights, to the number of five hundred : 
and, wit ye well, that there was never seen in king 
Arthur's days, one knight that did such deeds of arms 
as sir Launcelot did three days together. For be had 
the better hand of five hundred knights, and yet there 
was none slain of them; and after that sir Launcelot 
made them all a great feast. And, in the meanwhile, 
came air Percivale de Galis and sir Hector de Maris 
undo* the castle that was called the Joyous Isle, and 
so, as they beheld that fair castle, they would have 
gone into it, but they might not for the broad water, 
and bridge could tyey none find. Then they saw, on 
that other side, a lady, with a spuriiawk upon her 
hand, and sir Percivale called unto her, and asked 
her who was within that castle. u Fair knight,” said 
the lady, 44 here within this castle is the fairest lady 
In this land, and her name is dame Elaine; also we 
have in this custle the fairest knight, and the mighti- 
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man, that U (I dare well say) now living, and be 
eaHeth himself le Chevalier mal Fet."—“ How eante 
he into this Marches," said sir Percivale. “ Truly,** 
said the damsel, “ he came into this coentry like • 
madman, with dogs and boys discing him through¬ 
out the city of Corbin; and, by the holy vessel of 
the Sanegreol, he was bronght into his wit again, bat 
he will not do battle with no knight bat by underne 
or by noon. And if ye list to enter into the castle,” 
said the damsel, “ ye mast ride unto the farther side 
of the castle, and there shall ye find a vessel that 
shall bear you and your horses.” Then they depart¬ 
ed, and came unto the vessel; and then sir Fercivale 
alighted, and said onto sir Ector de Maris, “ ye shall 
abide me here, until I know what manner of knight 
he is, for It were a great shame unto as, inasmuch as 
he is but one knight, and we should both do battle 
with him.”—“Do as ye list” mid sir Ector de Marls, 
“ here shall I abide you, until that I bear of you 
again.” Then sir Fercivale passed the water, and 
When he came to the castle gate, he said to the porter, 
“ Go thou unto the good knight within the castle, and 
tell him that there is come an errant-knight to joust 
with him.”—“ Sir,” said the porter, “ ride ye with¬ 
in the castle, and there shall ye find a common place 
for jousting, that lords and ladies may behold you.” 
80 anon, as sir Launcelct had warning, be was soon 
ready. And there sir Fercivale and sir Launcelot 
encountered with such a might, and their spears were 
to rude, that both the horses and the knights fell to 
the ground ,* and then they avoided their horses and 
drew out their swords, and hewed away cantelsof their 
shields, and hurtled together with their shields like two 
’ wild boars, and either wounded other passing sore; 
and at the last Mr Percivale spake first, when they 
bad fought more than two hours: “ Fair knight,” 
said sir Percivale, “ I require thee tell me thy name 1 
for I ntet never with such a knight as ye are.”— 
“ Sir,*' sMd sir Launcelot, “ my name is le ChevaUer 
mal Fet."—“ Now tell me your name,” said sir 
1 Launcelot, " Irequire you as ye are a gentle knight.” 
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—“ Truly," said sir Percivaie, “ my name is sir Per- 
civale de Galis, which is brother unto the good knight 
sir Lamoracke de Galis, and king Pellinore was oqr 
father, and sir Aglavale is my brother.*—“ Alasl” 
. said sir Laqnceiot, “ what have 1 done, to fight with 
yon, that are a knight of the round table, that some¬ 
time was your fellow in king Arthur's court." 


CHAP. XXII. 

How each of them knew other, and of their great 
Courtesy ; and how his Brother , Sir Ector, 
came unto him, and of their Joy. 

AND therewithal sir Launcelot kneeled down 
. npon his knees, and threw away his shield and his 
. sword from him. When sir Percivaie saw him do so, 
he marvelled what he meant, and thus he said unto 
him: “ Sir knight, whatsoever thou be, 1 require 
thee, upon the high order of knighthood, • tell me 
your right name." Then sir Launcelot answered and 
said, “ So God me help, my name is sir Launcelot 
du Lake, king Ban’s son, of Benwick.”—“ Alas l" 
. said sir Percivaie, “ what thing have I done : I was 
. sent by queen Guenever for to seek you, and so I 
have sought yon near this two years; and yonder is 
sir Ector de Maris, your brother, abideth me on the 
other side of the water. Now, sir, I pray yon, for 
God's sake," said sir Percivaie, “ forgive me mine 
offence that I have done.”—“ It is soon forgiven,"' 
said sir Launcelot. Then sir Percivaie sent for sir 
Ector de Maris. And when sir Launcelot had a sight 
. of him, he ran unto him, and took him in his arms; 
and then sir Ector kneeled down, and either wept 
upon other, that all had great pity to behold them. 
Then came dame Elaine, and there she made them 
the greatest cheer that she could devise; and there 
she told sir Ector and sir Percivaie how and in what 
manner sir Launcelot came into that country, and 
, how he was there healed. And there it was known 
how long sir Launcelot was with sir Eliaont and with 
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sir Sdivant, and bow he first met with them, and 
bow he departed from them because of a boar; and 
how the hermit healed sir Laoncelot of .his great 
wound, and how that he came to Corbin. 


CHAP. xxur. 

How Sir Bars and Sir Lionel came to King 
Brandegore ; and how Sir Bors took his Son, 
Helaine le Blanche ; and of Sir Launcelot. 

NOW leave we of sir Launcelot in Joyous Isle, with 
the faiT lady, dame Elaine, and sir Percivale and sir 
Ector playing with them; and return we unto sir 
Bors de Ganis, and sir Lionel, which had sought sir 
Launcelot nigh by the space of two years, and never 
could they hear of him. And so, as they rode thus 
by adventure, they came unto the house of king 
Brandegore, and there sir Bors was well known; 
for he had gotten a child of the king’s daughter fif- 
teen years before, and his name was Helaine le blancke. 
And, when sir Bors saw that child, it liketh him 
passing weH : and so those two knights had good 
cheer of king Brandegore. And, on them orrow after, 
sir Bors came before king Arthur, and said, “ Here 
is my son, .Helaine le Blancke, that, as it is said, he 
i£ my son; and, sith it is so, I will that ye wit I will 
have him with me unto king Arthur’s court.”— 
“ Sir/* said the king, “ ye may well tike him with 
you; but he is over tender of age.”—“ As for that,” 
said sir Bors, “ I will have him with me, and bring 
him unto the house of most worship in the world.” 
So, when sir Bors should depart, there was made 
great sorrow for the departing of Helaine le Blancke#* 
and great weeping was there made. But sir Bors and 
sir Lionel departed; and, within short space after 
their departing, they came to Camelot, whereas at 
that time was king Arthur. And when king Arthur 
understood that Helaine le Blancke was sir Bors’ 
son, and nephew unto king Brandegore, then king 
Arthur let make him knight of the round tablet 
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and so he proved a good knight and an adven¬ 
turous. 

- Now will we turn unto our matter of air Lannce- 
lot. It befel upon a day sir Ector and air Percivale 
came unto sir Launcelot, and asked him what 
he would do, and whether he would go with 
them unto king Arthur or not? “ Nay," said sir 
Launcelot, “ that may not be by any means; for I 
was so evil lntrcated at that court, that I ca t mi¬ 
never to come there more."—“ Sir," said sir Ector, 
** I am your own brother, and ye are the man in the 
World that I love most; and, if I understood that it 
were your disworship, ye may right well understand - 
that I would never counsel you thereto: but king 
Arthur and all his knights, and in especial queen 
Guenever, made such dole and sorrow that it was 
marvellous to hear and see. And ye must remember 
the great worship and renown that ye be of, how 
that ye have been more spoken of than any other 
knight that is now living: for there is none that be*r- 
eth the name now but ye and sir Tristram. There-' 
fore, brother," said sir Ector, “ make yon ready to 
ride unto the court whh us; and I dare well say, 
there was never knight better welcome unto the 
court than ye. And I wot well, and can make 1 1 
good," said sir Ector, M it hath coat my .lady, the 
queen, twenty thousand pounds the seeking of you." 
—** Well, brother," said sir Launcelot, “ 1 will do 
after your counsel, and ride with yon.” So then 
they took their horses, and made them ready, and 
took their leave of king Peltes, and of dame Elaine. 
And when sir Launcelot should depart, dame Elaine 
made great sorrow. ** My lord, sir Launcelot," said 
dame Elaine, “ at this same feast of Pentecost shall 
your son and mine, Galahad, be made knights; for 
he is foil fifteen winters old."—“ Do as ye list," said 
sir Launcelot ; “ God give him grace to prove a good 
knight."—“ As for that," said dame Elaine, “ I 
doubt not but he will prove the best man of his kin, 
except one.”—“ Then shall he be a man good 
enongb,” said air Launcelot. 


3y Google 



KNIGHTS OF THE ROUND TABLE. 19ft 


CHAP. XXIV. 

How Sir Launcelot, with Sir Percivale and Sir 
Ector , came to the Court ; and of the great 
Joy of him . 

THEN they departed, and, within five, daytf 
journey, they came to Camclot, which is called, in, 
English, Winchester; and, when sir Launcelot was 
come among them, die king and all the knights made' 
great joy of him. And there sir Percivale de Galis, 
and sir Ector de Maris, began to tell qf all the ad¬ 
ventures, how sir Launcelot had been out of his mind 
all the time of his absence; how hexalled himself le 
Chevalier mat Fet; as much as to say, the knight 
had trespassed. And in three days sir Launcelot 
smote down five hundred knights. And ever, as sir 
Ector and air Percivale told these tales of sir Laun* 
celot, queen Gucnever wept as she would have died : 
then, afterwards, the qneen made great joy. M O 
Jesu!” said king Arthur, “ I marvel for what cause 
ye, sir Launcelot, went ont of your mind: J, and 
many others, deemed that it was for the love of fair, 
Elaine, the daughter of king PeUes; by whom it is 
npised that ye have gotten a child, and his name is 
Galahad ; and men say he shall do marvels.”—“ My. 
lord,” said sir Launcelot, “ if I did any folly, I have 
found that I sought.' 1 And so the king held him 
still, and spake po more ; but all sir Launcelot’s kin, 
knew for whom he went out of his mind. And then 
there were great feasts made, and great joy; and 
many great lords and ladies, when they heard tint 
sir Launcelot was come to the court again, made 
great joy* 
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CHAP. XXV. 

How la beale Isonde counselled Sir Tristram to 
go unto the Court of the great Feast of Pen¬ 
tecost. 

NOW will we leave off this matter, and speak we 
of sir Tristram and of sir Palomkles, that was the Sa- 
ncea anchristened. When sir Tristram was eome 
home unto Joyous Gard from his adventures; and 
this while, that sir Lanncelot was missed two year* 
and more* And sir Tristram bare the renown through 
all the realm of Logris; and many strange adven¬ 
tures befel him, and full well, and manly, and wor- 
ahipfully he brought them to an end. So, when hu 
was come home, la beale Isonde told him of the great 
feast that should be at Pentecost next following; and 
there die told him how sir Launcelot had been missed 
two years and more, and that while he had been out 
of his mind; and how he was helped by the holy 
vessel of the Sancgreal. “ Alas!” said sir Tristram, 
“ that caused some debate between him and queen 
Guenever.”—" Sir,” said la beale Isonde, “ I know 
it all; for queen Guenever sent me a letter, in the 
which she wrote me all how it was, for to require 
yon to seek him. And now, blessed be God !” said 
la beale Isonde, “ he is whole and sound, and come 
again unto the court.”—“ Thereof am I glad,** said 
sir Tristram; “ and now shall ye and I make us 
ready: for both ye and 1 will be at the feast.”— 
** Sir,” said la beale Isonde, “ and it please you, t 
will not be there; for through me ye are marked of 
many good knights, and that causeth you to have 
much more labour for my sake than needeth you.”— 
* Then will I not be there,” said sir Tristram/’ but 
if ye be there.”—** God defend I” said la beale 
Jsonde; “ for then shall I be spoken of with shame 
among all queens and ladies of estate. For ye, which 
aie called one of the noblest knights of the world* 
and ye a knight of the roopd table, how may ye be 
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. mined at that feast f What shall be said among the 
knights?—‘ See how air Tristram bunteth, and hawk* 
eth, and courteth within the castle with his lady, aqd 
forsaketb his worship 1’—< Alas!’ shall some say, * it 
is a pity that ever be was made a knight, or that ever 
he should have the love of a lady I’ Also* what shall 
queens and ladies say of met—■* It is a pity that I 
have my life, that 1 will hold so noble a knight as ye 
are from your worship.’ ”— fi So God me help,” said 
sir Tristram to la beale I sonde, “ it is passing well 
said of yon, and noble eounsel. And now 1 well 
understand tluit ye love me; and, like as ye have 
counselled me, 1 will do apart thereafter. But there 
shall no man nor child ride with me, but myself 
alone. And so will 1 ride on Tuesday next coming, 
and with no harness of war, but my spear and 
my sword." 


CHAP. XXVI. 

How Sir Tristram departed unarmed, and met 
with Sir Palomides; and how they smote 
each other ; and how Sir Palomides forbore 
him . 

AND so, when die day came, dr Tristram took his 
leave of his lady, la beale Isonde. And she sent with 
him four knights; and, within half a mile, he sent them 
back again. . And within a mile after, sir Tristram 
saw before him where sir Palomides had stricken 
down a knight, and bad almost wounded him to death. 
Then sir Tristram repented him that he was not 
armed; and then he hoved still, With that sir Pa* 
lonudes knew dr Tristram, and cried on high, " Sir 
Tristram, now be we met; for, or we depart, we will 
redress our old sores .”—“ As for that,” said sir Tris¬ 
tram, ** them was never yet Christian man that 
• might make his boast that ever 1 fled from him: and 
wit Ahoa well, sir Palomides, tbou that art a Saracen, 
•ball never make thy boast, that sir Tristram do Ly¬ 
ons shall flie from thee." And therewithal dr iris- 
K % 
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tram made his horse to ran with all his might tfH he 
came straight upon sir Palomides, and brake his spear 
upon him in an hundred pieces: and forthwith sir 
Tristram drew his sword, and* then he turned his 
horse, and struck at sir Palomides six great strokes 
upon his helm. And then sir Palomides stood stHl, 
and beheld sir Tristram, and marvelled of his wood¬ 
ness, and of his great folly. And then sir Palomides 
said to himself, ** And, sir Tristram were armed, it 
were hard to cease him of this battle; and, if I turn 
again and slay him, I am shamed wheresoever that 
I go.** Then sir Tristram spake and said, “ Then 
coward knight! what casteth thou to do ? Why will 
thou not do battle with me ? for, have thou no doubt, 
I shall endure all thy malice."—“ Ah 1 sir Tristram,** 
said sir Palomides, “ full well thonwotest I may not 
fight with thee for shame; for thou art here naked, 
and I am armed, and, if I slay thee, the dishonour 
shall be mine. And well wotest thou” said sir Pa¬ 
lomides to sir Tristram, “ that I know thy strength, 
* and thy hardiness to endure against a good knight.**— 
** That is truth,” said sir Tristram; “ I understand 
well thy valiantness.”—“ Ye say well,” said sir Fa- 
lorn ides: “ now, I require you, tell me a question 
that I shall ask you.”—“ Tell me what it is,” said sir 
Tristram, “ and I shall answer you the trnth, as God 
me help.”—“ I put the case,” said sir Palomides, 
•« that ye were armed at all points as well as I am, 
and 1 naked as ye be—what would ye do to me now 
by your true knighthood V* — “ Ah V* said sir TVis- 
tram, “ now I understand thee well, sir Palomides; 
for now I must say mine own judgment: and, as 
God me bless, that shall I say shall not be said for 
fear that 1 have of thee. But this is all. Wit thoo 
well, sir Palomides, as at this time thou shonldest de¬ 
part from me; for I would not have to do with 
thee.**—“ Nor more will I,” said sir Palomides; 
“ and, therefore, ride forth on thy way.”—“ As for 
that, I may choose,” said sir Tristram, “ either to 
ride, or to abide. But, sir Palomides,” said sir Tris¬ 
tram, 1 marvel ot one thing, that thou art so good a 
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knigfat, that thou wilf not be christened; and tbj 
brother, sir Safre, is christened.** 


CHAP. XXVIT. 

How that Sir Tristram gat him Harness of a 
. Knight which was sore hurt , and how he over - 
. threw' Sir Palomides. 

u AS for that,** said sir Palomides, “ I may not yet 
be christened, for one vow which I have made many 
years ago; howbeit in my heai t I believe in Jesus 
Christ, and his mild mother, Mary. Bat I have one 
battle to do, and when tliat is done I will be 
christened with a good will.”—“ By my head,” said 
sir Tristram, “ as for one battle thou shalt seek it no 
longer; for God defend,” said sir Tristram, “ that 
through my default thou thouldest any longer live thus 
a Saracen; for yonder is a knight which ye sir Palo- 
mides have hurt and smitten down: now help me 
that X were armed in his armour, and I shall soon 
fulfil thine avows.’*—“As ye will,” said sir Palomides, 
u so shall it be.’*. So they rode both unto that knight 
that sat on a bank; and then sir Tristram saluted him, 
and be full weakly saluted him again. “ Sir,” said 
sir Tristram, “ L require you that ye will tell me your 
name.’’—“ Sir,” said he, “ my name is sir Galleron of 
Galway, and am a knight of the round table.”— 
" So God me help,** Bald sir Tristram, “ I am right 
heavy for your hurts; but this is not all, I most pray 
you to lend me all your whole armour, for ye see that 
I am unarmed, and I must do battle with this knight.'* 
—“ Sir,** said the hurt kuighi, “ ye shall have it with 
& right good will: but ye mast beware, for I warn 
you that knight is strong. Sir,” said sir Galleron, “ I 
require you to tell me your name, and What is that 
knight’s name that hath beaten iue.**—“ Sir, as for my 
name it is sit Tristram de Lyons, and as for the 
knight’s name that hath hurt you is sir Palomides, 
brother unto the-good knight sirSafre, and yet is sir 
Palomides unchristened.”—.“Alas!” said sir Galleron, 
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«ttbat is a pity that ao good a knight, and so noble m 
man of aims should be onchristeaed .”— u So God am 
help,” said sir Tristram, “ either he shall slay me, or 
else I him; bat that he shall be christened ere we de¬ 
part asunder.”— “My lord air Tristram/* said air 
Gaileron, “ your great renown and worship is known 
through many realms, and God save yon this from 
worship and shame.” Then sir Tristram unarmed sir 
Galleron, the which was a noble kaight, and had done 
many deeds of arms; and he was a large knight of 
flesh and bone. And when be was unarmed be 
stood upon his feet, for he was braised in the back 
with a spear: yet as well as sir Galleron, might he 
armed sir Tristram. And then sir Tristram monied 
upon his horse, and in bis band be gat sir Galleron'* 
spear. And therewithal sir Palomkies was ready, and 
so they came hurtling together, and either smote other 
in the midst of their shields ; and therewithal sir Pa* 
lomides spear broke, and sir Tristram smote down the 
horse: and then sir Palomides, as soon as he might 
aroid his horse and 'dressed his shield, and drew out 
his sword. That saw sir Tristram, and therewith bn 
alighted and tied his horse to a tree. 


chap. xxvm. 

How Sir Tristram and Sir Pa lomides fought long 
together, and after accorded , and how Sir Tris¬ 
tram made him to be christened. 

THEN they came together as two wild bonn*fifjs 
one lashing the other, tracing and traversing like iRo 
noble men which oft had been well proved in battle# 
bat always sir Palomides dreaded the might of sir 
Tristram, and therefore he suffered him not to breathe 
him. Thus they fought more (ban two hours; bnt 
often sir Tristram smote such strokes at sir Palomides 
that he made him to kneel. And sir Paknaklas break 
and ait away many pieces of sir Tristram's shield, 
and then sir Palomides wounded sir Tristram, for 
be was s well fighting-man. Then sir Tristram- mi 
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wrathoot of me-ow, and then he rmhed into air 
Palomkies with each a might, that sir Palomkies fell 
grovelling on the ground, and therewithal he leaped 
np lightly npon hit feet: and then sir Tristram wound¬ 
ed sir Palomkies passing sore through the shoulder j 
and always sir Tristram fought still in like hard; and 
sir Falomidee failed not, but gave him many sad 
strokes. And at the last sir Tristram doubled his 
strokes, and by fortune sir Tristram smote sir Palo* 
inkles* sword out of his hands; and if sir Palomkies 
had sSoopod for his sword, sir Tristram had slain him* 
Then sir Palemides stood and beheld bis sword with 
» full sorrowful heart. “ Now, now," said sir Tris* 
tram unto sir Palomkies, “now have I thee at an ad* 
vantage as thou badst me to day; but it never shall be 
said in any court, nor among any good knights, that 
air Tristram shall slay any knight that is weaponless, 
therefore take thou thy sword, and let us make an 
end of this battle."—Then spake sir Palomides unto 
sir Tristram, “ As for to do this battle 1 dare right 
well end it; but I have no lust to fight any more, 
and for this cause,’* said sir Palomides, “ the offcnoe 
that 1 have done unto you is not so great, but, and if 
if please you, we may be friends; all that I have of¬ 
fended is and was for the love of the queen la beale 
Isonde, king Marked wife; and as for her I dare well 
my she is peerless above all other ladies, and also I 
proffer her never no dishonour; and by her, and be¬ 
cause of her I have gotten the most part of my worship, 
and siththence I offended never as to her own person ; 
and'as for the offence which I have done, it was 
against your own person, and for that offence ye have 
given me this day many grievous and sad strokes, and 
some I have given you again. And now 1 dare well 
say I felt never no man of so great a might and 
strength, nor so well breathed, but if it were the 
noble night sir Launceiot dn Lake ; wherefore I re¬ 
quire, you, my Iprd sir Tristram, forgive me all that I 
have offended unto you; and this day have roe unto 
the next church, and first I will be clean confessed,, 
and after that see you that I be truly baptized; and 
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then' we will ride altogether unto the court of nay- 
lord king Arthur, so that we may be there at the feast 
of Pentecost.”—“ Now take your horse,” said air 
Tristram, “ and as ye have said so shall k be done; 
and all your evil will God forgive it you a» 1 do; 
and here within this mile is the suffrigan of Carlisle* 
which shall give you the sacrament of baptism.” Then 
they took their horses, and sir G aileron rode with 
them. And when they came before the suffrigan, sir 
Tristram told him their desire ; then the suffrigan com¬ 
manded to fill a great vessel with water, and when 
he had hallowed it, he then confessed clean sir Palo- 
midcs; and sir Tristram and sir Galleron were his 
god fathers. And then soon after they departed, 
riding towards Camelot, where the noble king Arthur 
and queen Gnenever were keeping a court royal of 
the noble knights of the world; and for the most part 
ail the knights of the round table were there at that 
time. And so the king and all the court were glad 
that sir Palomides was christened. And at the same 
feast in came sir Galahad, and sat in the siege pe¬ 
rilous. And so therewithal departed and dissevered 
all the noble fellowship of knights of-the round table; 
and sir Tristram returned again toward Joyous Gard; 
and sir Palomides followed after the questing beast. 


CHAP/XXIX. 

How at the Vigil of the Feast of Pentecost en¬ 
tered into the Hall before King Arthur a 
Damsel , and desired Sir Launcelot for to 
come and Bud a Knight, and how he went 
, with her. 

AT the vigil of Pentecost, when all the fellow¬ 
ship of the round table were come unto Camelot, 
and there they all heard their service, and then all 
the tables were coveved, ready to set thereon the 
meat, right so entered into the tall a full fair gentle¬ 
woman on horseback, that had riden fuH fast, for her 
horse was all to besweat. Then she there alighted. 
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nod came before king Arthur and sainted him. And 
then the king said, 44 Damsel, God blest yon .*— 
*' Sir,” said Ae, 44 for God’s sake shew me where dr 
Launcelot is.”— 44 Yonder may ye see him, 1 * said king 
Afthnr. > Then she went onto sir Launcelot, and said, 
“ Sir Laubcelot I salate yoo on king Penes’ behalf, 
and I require yoo to come with me hereby into a fo¬ 
rest.”—Then air Lan ocelot asked her u with whom 
that she dwelled.”—“ I dwell,” said she 44 with king 
Felles.”— 44 What is yonr will with me,” said sir 
Laoneeiot.— 44 Ye shall know and understand,” said 
she, 44 when ye come thither.”— 44 Well,” said he, 
44 I shall gladly go with yon.” So sir Laoneeiot 
bade his ’squire to saddle his horse, and bring Us 
armour: and in all the haste he did his command¬ 
ment. Then came the queen onto sir Lanncelot, and 
•aid, 44 Will ye leave ns at this high feast.”— 44 Ma¬ 
dam,” said the gentlewoman, 44 wit ye well he shall 
be with you to-morrow by dinner time.”— 41 If I 
wist,” said the queen, 44 that he should not be with 
ns here to-morrow, be should not go with you by my 
good will.” Right so departed sir Lanncelot w|ih 
the gentlewoman, and rode till they came into a 
forest, and into a great valley, where he saw an 
abbey of nans, and there was a ’squire ready to open 
the gates; and so they entered in and descended from 
their horses, and there came a fair fellowship about 
sir Launcelot and welcomed him, and were pasting 
glad of his coining; and then they led bira into the 
abbess’s chamber, and unarmed him. Right so he was 
lying npon a bed, two of his cousins, sir Bors and 
sir Lionel, and then he awaked them; and when they 
saw him they made great joy. 44 Sir,” said sir Bora 
onto sir Lanncelot, “what adventure bath brought 
you hither, for we weened to-morrow to have found 
yon at Camelot.”— 44 So God me help,” said sir 
Launcelot, 44 a gentlewoman hath brought me hither, 
but I know not the cause.” In the meanwhile as 
they stood thus talking together there came in twelve 
nans, which brought with them Galahad, the which 
was passing Mr and well made, thft aneath men in 
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the world might not And his match. And aU those 
ladies wept. “ Sir,” said the ladies, we bring hera 
this child, the which ye have nourished; and we pray 
you for to make him a knight, Air of a more worthier 
man’s hand may he not receive the-order of knight¬ 
hood.” Sir Launcdot beheld that young ’squire, and 
- saw he was seemly and demure as a drone, with nil 
mann w of good features, that he weened of his age 
never to have seen so fair a man of form.”—“ Then,” 
said sir Lanncelot, “ cometh this desire of himself.” 
—He and ail, they said, “ Yea .”—** Then shall he,” 
said sir Launcdot, “ receive the high order of knight¬ 
hood as to-morrow at the reverence of the high 
feast.” That night sir Launcelot had passing good 
cheer, and on the morrow, at the hoar of prime, at 
Galahad's desire, he made him a knight, and add, 
** God make him a good man, for beauty faileth him 
not as any that liveth.” — 


CHAP. XXX. 

How the Letter a were found written in the 
Siege perilous, and of the marvellous Adven¬ 
ture of the Sword in a Stone . 

** NOW, fair sir,” said sir Launcdot, “ will ye 
come with me unto the court of my lord king Ar¬ 
thur."— f* Nay,” said he, “ I will not go with you 

• as at this time.” Then he departed from them, and 
took his two cousins with him; and so they came 
unto Caradot, by the hour of underne on Whitsunday. 
By that time the king and the. queen were gone to 
the minister to hear their service: then the king and 
the queen were passing glad of sir Bors and sir 

* Lionel, and so was all the fellowship. So when the 
king and all the knights ware come from the sendee, 
the barons espied in the sieges of the round table all 
about written with letters of gold, “ Here ooght to 
set he; and lie ought to sit here.” And thus they 
went so long, until they came unto the perilous 
siege, where they found letters newly written .of 
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gold, that said: “ Four hundred winters, and foot* 
and fifty accomplished, after the passion of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, ought this siege to be fulfilled.’' Then 
they all Said: u This is a fall marvellous thing, and 
an adventurous."—" In the name of God!" said sir 
Latfneelot. And then he accounted the term of the 
writing, from the birth of our Lord unto that day. 
“ It seemeth me," said sir Launcelot, “ this siege 
ooght to be fulfilled this same day; for this is the 
feast of Pentecost, after the hundred and four and 
fiftieth year; and if it would please all parties, I 
would that none of these letters were seen this day, 
till be be come that ooght to achieve this adventure." 
Then made they for to ordain a doth of silk, for to 
cover these letters in the perilous siege. Ihen the 
king had haste unto dinner. M Sir," said sir Kaye, the 
steward, " if ye go now unto your meat, ye shall 
break the old custom of your court; for ye have not 
used“upon this-dayto sit at jour meat, or that ye 
have seen some adventure.”^—" Ye say \ruth," said 
king Arthur, “ but I had so great joy of sir Launce¬ 
lot and of his cousins, which he come to the court 
whole and sound, that I bethought me not of mine 
old custom." So as they stood speaking, in came a 
**quire, and said unto the king, “ Sir, I bring uhto 
yon marvellous tidings."—“ What be they,” said king 
Arthur; “ Sir, there is here beneath, at the river, a 
great stone, which I saw float above the water, and 
therein saw I a sword sticking ."— u Then," said the 
king, “ I will see that marvel." So all the knights 
went with him, and when they came nuto the river, 
they found there a stone floating as if it had been of 
red marble, and therein stuck a fair and a rich 
sword, and in the pommel thereof were precious 
stones wrought with subtle letters of gold. Then the 
barons read the letters, which said in this wise:— 
“ Never shall man take me hence, but only he by 
whom I ought to hang, and he shall be the best 
knight of the world." When the king had seen these 
Utters, he said unto sir Launcelot, “ Fair sir, this 
swurft ought to be your’s ; for I am sure that ye be 
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the best knight of the world.” Then sir Lannoelot 
answered soberly, “ Certainly sir, it is not my sword l 
also, sir, wit ye well I have no hardiness to set my 
hand to it, for it belongeth not to hang by my side: 
also, who assayeth for to take that sword, and faileth 
of it, he shall receive a wound by that sword, that 
that he shall not be whole long after. And I will 
that ye wit that this same day will be the adventures 
of the Sancgreal (that is called the holy vessel) 
begin.” 


'CHAP. XXXI. 

How Sir Gatvaine assayed to draw out the 
Sword , and how an old Man brought in Sir 
Galahad . 

“ NOW my fair nephew,” said the king unto sir 
Gawaine, “ assay ye once for my love.”—“ Sir,” 
said he, “ save your grace, I shall do that.”—" Sir,” 
said the king, ** assay to take thq sword at my com¬ 
mand.”—“ Sir,” said sir Gawaine, “ your command 
I will obey.” And therewithal be took the sword 
by the handle, but he might not stir it. “ I 
thank you,” said king Arthur unto sir Gawaine.”— 
“ My lord sir Gawaine,” said sir Lanncelot, “ now 
wit ye well tins sword shall touch you so sore, that 
ye shall will ye had never set your hand thereto^ 
tor the best castle of this realm.”—” Sir,” said sir 
Gaw'aine, “ I might not withstand mine uncle’s will* 
and commandment.” But when king Arthur heard 
this, he repented it much : and then he bede sir Pen 
civale that he should assay for his love, anti he said 
gladly for to bear sir Gawaine fellowship. And. 
therewithal he set bis hand upon the sword, and drew 
at it strongly; but he might not once move it. Them 
were there no more that durst be so hardy to aet* 
their hands thereto. “ Now may ye go unto yoor 
dinner,” said sir Kaye unto king Arthur, ” f<y a* 
marvellous adventure have ye seen.” So the king 
and all his knights -went unto the court, and every. 


by Google 



KNIGHTS OP THE ROUND TABLE. 21V 

knight knew his own place, and set them therein; 
apd the young men that were no knights served 
them. So then they were served, and all the sieges 
‘fulfilled, save only the perilous siege. And there be* 
f el a marvellous adventure, that all the doors and the 
windows of the palace shut by themselves; bat, for 
all that, the hall was not greatly darkened, and there¬ 
with they were all abashed both one and other. 
Then king Arthur spake first and said: “ By God, 
fair fellows and lords, we have seen this day marvels; 
but or night I suppose we shall see greater marvels.” 
In the meanwhile came in a good old man and an 
ancient, clothed ail in white ; and there was no knight 
that knew from whence he came. And with him 
he brought a young knight, both on foot in red arms, 
without sword or shield, save a scabbard hanging by 
his side, and these words he said: “ Peace be with 
you, fair lords.” Then the old man said unto king 
Arthur, “ Sir, I bring yon here a young knight that 
is of king’s lineage, and of the kindred of Joseph of 
Arimatby; wherefore the marvels of this court, and 
of strange realms, shall be fully accomplished.” 


CHAP. XXXII. 

Mow the old Man brought Sir Galahad unto 
the Siege perilous, and set him therein, and 
how all the Knights marvelled thereof 

THE king was right glad of his words, and said 
onto the good man, " Sir, yc be right heartily wel¬ 
come, and the young knight with you.” Uien the 
old man made die young koight to unarm him, and 
be was m a coat of red sandal, and bear a mantle 
upon his shoulder, that was furred with fine ermines, 
and put that upon him: and the old man said auto 
the young knight, “ Sir, follow after.” And anon 
he brought him unto the perilous siege, where beside 
sat sir Launeelot; and the good old man lift up the 
doth, and found there letters that said, “ Tliis is the 
siege of sir Galahad die good knight.”—“ Sir,” said 
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the old man, wit ye well this place is yourt." And 
then he set him down surely in that nege, and then 
he said to the old man, “ Sir, ye may now go your 
way, for ye have well done that ye were commanded 
to do: and recommend me unto my grandsire king 
Pelles, and unto my lord Pechere, and say unto 
them on my behalf, “ that I shall come and see them 
as soon as I may.” So the good roan departed, and 
there met him twenty noble ’squires, and so they took 
their horses and weut their way. Then all the knights 
of the round table marvelled them greatly of sir Ga¬ 
lahad, that he durst sit there in that perilous siege, 
and was so tender of age ; aud wist not from wheuce 
he came, but only by God, and said he, ** tills is by 
whom the Sancgreal shall be achieved, for there sat 
never none but that he were mischieved.” Then sir 
Launcelot beheld his son, and had great joy of him. 
Then sir Bors told his fellows, “ upon pain of my 
life, this young knight shall come unto great wor¬ 
ship.” This noise was great in all the court, so that 
it came to the queen: then she had great marvel what 
knight it might be, that dus st adventure him to sit in 
the perilous siege. Many said unto the queen, that 
be resembled much unto sir Launcelot. “ I may 
well suppose,” said the queen, ** that sir Launcelot 
begat him upon kiug Penes’ daughter, by the which 
be was made to lie by enchantment, and his name is 
sir Galahad: 1 would fain see him,” said the queen, 
u for he must needs be a nobleman, for so is his fa¬ 
ther that him begat ; I report me unto all the knights 
of the round table.” So when dinner was done, and 
that the king and all were risen, the king went unto 
the perilous siege, and lift up the cloth, and found 
there the name of sir Galahad; and then he shewed 
it unto sir Gawaine, and said, “ Fair nephew, now' 
have sve among us sir Galahad the good knight, that 
shall worship os all; and upon pain of my life, he 
shall achieve the Sancgreal, as sr Launcelot hath 
done us to understand.” Then came king Arthur 
onto sir Galahad, and said, ** Sir, ye be welcome, 
<br ye shall move many good knights unto the quest 
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of die sancgreal, and ye shall achieve that never 
knight might bring to an end.” Then the king took 
him by the hand, and went down from the palace, 
to shew air Galahad the adventure of the stone. 


CHAP. XXXIII. 

How King Arthur shewed the Stone having on 
the Water to Sir Galahad, and how he drew 
out the Sword. 

THE queen heard thereof, and came after with 
many ladies, and shewed the stone which hoved on 
the water. “ Sir,” said the king to sir Galahad, 
“ here is a great marvel as ever I saw, and right 
good knights have assayed and failed.”—“ Sir,” said 
air Galahad, “ that is no marvel, for this adventure 
is not theirs, but mine ; and for the surety of this 
sword I brought none with me, for here by my side 
hangeth the scabbard.” And anon be laid his hand 
on the sword, and lightiy drew it oat of the stone, 
and then he put it into the scabbard, and said unto 
the king: “ Now it goeth better then it did afore- 
band.”—“ Sir,” said the king, “ then a shield God 
shall send unto you.”—“ Now have I,” said sir Ga¬ 
lahad, “ that sword that sometime was belonging onto 
the good knight sir Balin le Savage, and he was a 
passing good man of his hands; and with that sword 
he slew his brother Balan, and tliat was great pity, 
for he was a good knight, and either slew other- 
through a notorious stroke that sir Balan gave unto 
> my grandfather, king Pelles, the which is not yet 
whole, nor shall not be till I heal him.” There¬ 
with the king and all other espied where came 
riding down the river a lady on a white palfrey* 
toward them, and she saluted the king and the 
queen, and asked if sir Launcelot was there: and 
then sir Launcelot answered himself—“ I am here, 
fair lady.” Then she said, all weeping, “ Your great 
doings be changed sith to day in the morning.”— 
“ Damsel, why say ye so?” said sir •Launcelot.”— 
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« i say you sooth,” said the damsel, ** for ye were 
this day the best knight in the world; bat who should 
say so now, should be openly proved a liar, for 
there is one better than ye, and well it is proved by 
the adventure of the* sword, whereto ye durst not set 
your hand, and that is the change and leaving of 
your name; wherefore I make unto you a remem¬ 
brance, that ye'shall not ween from henceforth that 
ye be the best night of the world.”—“ As touching 
that,” said air Launcelot, “ I know well I was never 
the best.”—“ Yes,” said the damsel, “ that were ye, 
and yet are of any sinful man of the world: and sir, 
king Nacien, the hermit, scndeth the word that to thee 
shall bcfal die greatest worship that ever befei king in 
Britain, and shall tell yon wherefore, for this day the 
-Sancgreal appeared in this thy house, and fed thee and 
all thy fellowship of the round table.” And so the 
damsel took her leave, and departed the same way 
that she came. 


CHAP. XXXIV. 

How King Arthur had all the Knights together 
for to Joust in the Meadow , beside. Cameiot or 
they departed. 

" NOW,” said the king, “ I am sore at this quest 
of the Sancgreal, shall all ye of the round table de¬ 
part, and never shall I see you again Whole together; 
therefore I will see you all whole together In the 
meadow of Cameiot, for to joust and to tourney, that 
after your death men may speak of it, that such good 
knights were wholly together such a day.” And unto 
that counsel, and at the king’s request, they accorded 
all, and took on their harness that longed to jousting. 
But all the meaning of the king was to see sir Gala- 
had proved, for the king deemed he should not lightly 
come again unto the court after his departing: so 
were they all assembled in the meadow, both more 
and less. Then sir Galahad, by the prayer of the 
king and the queen, did upon him a noble jesserance. 
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•ad afto he did on his helm, but shield would he 
take none, for no prayer of the king. And then dr 
Gawaine and other knights prayed him for to take 
a spear, and so he did: and the queen was in a tower 
with all her ladies to behold that tournament, I here 
sir Galahad dressed him in the middest of the mea¬ 
dow, and there he began to break spears marvellously, 
that all men had wonder of him, for be there sur¬ 
mounted and exceeded all other knights, for within a 
little while be bad thrown down many good knights 
of the round table, save twain, that was sir Launcdot 
and sir Ferdvale. 


CHAP. XXXV. 

How the Queen desired to see Sir Galahad , and 
how t after aU , the Knights were replenished 
with the Holy Sancgreal t and how they avowed 
the Inquest of the same . 

THEN the king, at the queen’s request, made him 
to alight and to unlace his helm, that queen Gucnever 
might see him in the visage: and when site beheld 
him she said, “ sootbly 1 dare say that sir Launcelot 
begat him, for never two men resembled more in 
likeness, therefore it is no marvel though he be of 
great prowess.” So a lady that stood by the queen 
said, “ Madam, for God’s sake ought he of right to 
be so good a knight.”—“ Yea forthwith,” said the 
queen, “ for he is of all parties come of the best 
knights oFthe world, and of the highest liueage, 
for sir Launcelot is come but of the eighth degree from 
our Lord, Jesus Christ, and sir Galahad it of the 
ninth degree of our Lord, Jesus Chi 1st, therefore I 
dare well say that they be the greatest gentlemen of 
all the world.” And then the king and all the estate 
went home unto Camelot’s minister: and so, after that 
they went to supper, and every knight sat in their 
place as they were before hand, then anon they heard 
cracking and crying of thunder, that they thought 
the place should all to rive. In the midst of the 
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blast entered a son beam more clear by seven times 
than ever they saw day, and all they were alighted 
of the grace of the Holy Ghost. Then began every 
knight to behold othci, and either saw other by their 
seeming fairer, than ever they saw other, not for then 
.there was no knight that might speak any word a 
. great while; and so they looked every man on other 
as they had been dumb. Then they entered into the 
hall, the holy grail covered with white samite, bot- 
there was none that might see it, nor who beer it, and 
. there was all tlte hall fulfilled with great odours, and 
every knight had such meat and drink as he best loved 
in this world, and when the holy grail had been borne 
through the ball, then the holy vessel departed sud¬ 
denly, that they wist not where it became. Then had 
they breath to speak, and then the king yielded 
thanks unto God of his grace that he had sent them. 
*' Certainly/' said king Arthur, “ we ought greatly to 
thank our Lord, Jesus Christ, for that he hath shewed 
us this day at the reverence of this high feast of Pen¬ 
tecost.”—■** Now,” said sir Gawaine, “ we have been 
served this day of what meats and drinks we thonght on, 
but one thing beguiled us, we might not see the holy 
grail, it was so preciously covered, wherefore I will 
make here a vow, that to-morrow, without any longer 
abiding, I shall labour in quest of the Sancgreal, that 
1 shall hold me out a twelvemonth and a day, or more 
if need be, and never shall i return again unto the 
court till 1 have seeu it more openly than it bath 
been seen here. And if I may not speed I shall re¬ 
turn again, as he that may not be again* the will of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” When they of the round 
table heard sir Gawaine say so, they arose the most 
part of them and avowed the same. And anon as¬ 
king Arthur heard this, he was greatly displeased, for 
he wist well that they might not again say their 
vows. “ Alas/’ said king Arthur unto sir Gawaine, 
“ ye have nigh slain me with the vow and promise that 
ye have made, for through you ye have bereft me of 
the fairest fellowship, and the truest of kuigbthood, 
that ever were seen together in any realm of the 
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world, for when they shall depart from hence I am 
sure that all shall never meet more in this world, for 
there shall many die in the quest, and so it forethiiiketh 
me a little, for 1 have loved them as well as my life ; 
wherefore it shall grieve me right sore the separation 
of this fellowship, for 1 have had an old custom to 
have them in my fellowship.” 


CHAP. XXXVI. 

How great Sorrow was made of the King, and 
the Queen, aad Ladles, for the departing of 
the Knights, and hotv they departed . 

AND therewith the tears fell into his eyes, and 
he said, “ Sir Gawaine, sir Gawaine, ye have set 
me in great sorrow, for I have great doubt that ray 
true fellowship shall never meet more here again.”— 
“ Ah,” said sir Lanncelot, “ comfort yourself, for it 
shall be unto us as a great honour, and much more 
than if we died in any other places, for of death w£ be 
sicker.”—“ Ah, sir Lanncelot,” said the king, “ the 
great love that I have had unto you all the days of 
my life, maketh me to have such doleful words.; 
for never Christian king had never so many worthy 
men at his table as I have had this day at the round 
table, and that is to me great sorrow.” 'When the 
queen, ladies, and gentlewomen, wist these tidings, 
they had such sorrow and heaviness, that no tongue 
might tell it, for those knights had h olden them in 
honour and charity; but among all other queen 
Guenever made great sorrow. “ I marvel,” said she, 
my lord will suffer them to depart from him.” 
Thus was all the court troubled, because those knights 
should depart; and many of those ladies that loved 
knights, would have gone with their lovers: and so 
had they done, had not an old knight come among 
them in religious clothing, and then he spake all on 
high and said, “ Fair lords, that have sworn in tbp 
quest of the Sancgreal, thus sendeth your nation the 
permit word, that none in this quest , lead lady nor 
VOL. II. b 
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{gentlewoman with him, for it is not to do id So blgfch 
Service as they labour in; for I warn you plain, be 
that is not clean oat of sin, he shall not see the mys¬ 
teries of our Lord Jesu Christ.* For this cause they 
left their ladies and gentlewomen. After this the 
queen came unto sir Galahad,' and asked him of 
whence he was, and of what country. He told her 
of whence he was, and son nnto sir Launcelot she 
said he was; as to that he said neither yea nor nay. 
“ So God me help,” said the queens u of your father 
ye need not to shame you, for he is the goodliest 
knight, and of the best men come, and of the stern of 
nil parts of kings, and of so therefore ye ought of 
light to be of your deeds a passing good man, and 
certainly,” she said, u ye resemble him much.” Then 
was sir Galahad a little ashamed, and said onto the 
queen, u Madam, inasmnch as ye know it of a cer¬ 
tainty, wherefore do ye ask it of me? for he that is 
my father shall be known openly, and albetimes.” 
And then they went to rest them; and, in the honour 
of the highness of sir Galahad, he Was led into king 
Arthur's chamber, and there he rested him in his own 
bed. And, as soon as it was daylight, the king arose; 
for he had taken ho rest of all that night for sorrow. 
Then went he nnto sir Gawaine, and nnto sir Laun¬ 
celot, that were risen for to hear mass. And then 
king Arthur said again, “ Ah I sir Gawaine, sir Ga¬ 
waine ! ye have betrayed me; fdr never shall my 
court be amended by you, bnt ye will never be sorry 
for me as I am for yon.” And therewith the teat's 
began to run down by his visage, and therewith the 
king said, ** Ah! knight, sir Launcelot r I require thee 
that thou wilt counsel me, for I would this quest Were 
undone, and it might be.”—“ Sir,” said’ sir Launeelbt, 
ye saw yesterday so many worthy knights that theft 
were sworn, that they may not leave it in no muraer 
of wise .”— u That wot I well,” said the king, H hut 
It shall so heavy me their departing, that I wot weR 
that there shall no manner of joy remedy me.” And 
then the king and the queen went V> the minister: 
•o anon dr Launcelot and sir Gawaine c omman d e d 
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their men to bring their arms; and when they were 
ail armed, save their shields and their helms, that 
they came to then- fellowship, which all were ready 
in die same wise for to go to the minister* to hear 
their sendee. Then, after the service was done, the 
king woald wit how many had taken the quest of the 
Sancgreai, and to account them he prayed them all. 
Then found they by tale an hundred and fifty, and 
all were knights of the round table: and then they 
put on their helms and departed, and recommended 
them all wholly unto the queen, and there was weep* 
mg and great sorrow. Then the queen departed into 
her chamber, so that no man should perceive her 
great sorrows. When sir Launcelot missed the queen 
he went into her chamber, and when she saw him* 
she cried aloud, “ 01 sir Launcelot! ye have be* 
frayed me and put me to death, for to leave thus my 
lord.”—■“ Ah ! madam,” said air Launcelot, ** I pray 
you be not displeased, for I shall come again as 
soon as I may with my worship.”—“ Alas!” said 
she, “ that ever 1 saw you; but he that suffered 
death upon the cross for all mankind, be to you good 
conduct and safety, and ail the whole fellowship.” 
Bight so departed sir Launcelot, and found his fellow- 
•hip that, abode his coming: and so they mounted 
upon their horses, and rode through the streets of Cu» 
melot, and there was weeping of the rich and poor, 
and the king returned away, and might not speak for 
weeping. So within a while they came to a city and 
a castle that bight Vagon, there they entered into the 
castle* Apd the lord of that castle was an old man, 
that bight Vagon, and he was a good roan of bis living, 
and set ppen the gates, and made them all (he good 
cheeg that he might. And so, on the morrow, they 
wire qB uncorded that they should depart every each 
frpna«the<v And then they departed on the morrow 
with weeping and mourning cheer, and every knight 
took tfaeway that him best Ukad. 
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CIIAP. XXXVII. 

How Sir Galahad gat him a Shield, and how they 
sped that presumed to take dawn that Shield . 

NOW rideth sir Galahad, yet without shield, and 
so he rode four days withont any ad venture; and, at 
the fourth day, after even song, he came to a white 
abbey, and there he was received with great reve¬ 
rence, and led to a chamber, and there he was un¬ 
armed ; and then was he ware of two knights of the 
round table, one was king Bragdemagus, and the 
other was s't Uwaine; and when they saw him they 
went onto him, and made of him great solace, and so 
they went to sapper. “ Sir," said sir Galahad, “ what 
adventure brought you hither.”—“ Sir,” said they, “ it 
is told ns that within this place is a shield that no man 
may bear about his neck, but if that he be misebieved 
or dead within three days, or else maimed for ever.” 
—“ Ah I sir/’ said king Bagdemagus, “ I shall bear it 
to-morrow for to essay this strange adventure.”—“ In 
the name of God,” said sir Galahad. “ Sir,” said king 
Bagdemagus, “and I may not acliievethe adventure of 
this shield ye shall take it upon you, for I am sure ye 
shall not fail .”—“ Sir,” said sir Galahad, “ I agree 
right well thereto, for I have no shield.” So on the 
morrow they arose and heard mass; then king Bagde- 
magus asked where the adventurous shield was. 
Anon a monk led him behind an altar, where the 
shield hung as white as any snow, but in the midst was a 
red cross. “ Sir,” said the monk, “ this shield ought 
not to hang about any knight’s neck, bnt he be the 
worthiest knight's of the world, and therefore I ooun- 
sel yon knights to be well advised.”—■“ Well,” said 
king Bagdemagus, “ I wot weH that I am not the 
best knight of the world, bnt yet -shaH I essay to bear 
it.” And so be bear it out of the ministery, and then 
he said auto sir Galahad, “ If it will please you I pray 
you abide here still, till ye know how I shall speed.” 

I shall abide yon here,” said sir Galahad Then 
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king Bagdemagut took with him a ’squire, the which 
should bring tidings unto sir Galahad how he sped. 
Then when they had ridden a two mile, and came In 
a fair valley before a hermitage, then they saw a 
goodly knight come from that party in white armour, 
horse and all, and he came as fast as bis horse might 
run, with his spear in the rest, and king Bagdcmagus 
dressed his spear against him, and brake it upon the 
white knight; but the other struck him so hard, that 
he break the mails, and thrust him through the right 
shoulder, for the shield covered him not as at that 
time; and so be bear him from his horse, and there¬ 
with he alighted, and took the white shield from him, 
saying, “ Knight, thou hast done thyself great folly, 
for this shield ought not to be borne but by him that 
$hall have no peer that iiveth.” And then he came 
to king Bagdemagus’ ’squire and said, “ Bear this 
shield unto the good knight, sir Galahad, that thou 
left in the abbey, and greet him well from me.”— 
u Sir/’ said the ’squire, “ what is your name !”— u Take 
thou no heed of my name,” said the knight, " for it 
is not for tbee to know, nor none earthly man.”— 
* Now, fair sir,” said the ’squire, ** at the reverence 
of Jesu Christ tell me for what cause this shield may 
not be borne, but if the bearer thereof be mis- 
chieved.”—“ Now sith thou hast conjured me so,” said 
the knight, “ this shield behoveth to no man but unto 
sir Galahad.” Then the ’squire went unto king Bag* 
demagus, and asked him whether he were sore wound¬ 
ed or not. u I am sore wounded,” said he, “ and fall 
hardly I shall escape from the death.” Then he set 
his horse, and brought him with great pain to an ab¬ 
bey : then was he taken down softly and unarmed, 
and laid in a bed, and his wound was looked unto; 
for be lay there long, and escaped hard with his life. 
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CHAP, xxxvm. 

Mow Sir Galahad departed with the Shield, and. 
koto King Evdtake had received the Shield. <f 
Joseph of Arimathy. 

“ SIR Galahad,” said the ’squire,«that knight that 
grounded king Bagdemagus sendeth you greeting, and 
bid that ye should bear this shield, where through great 
adventures shall befal.”—Now, blessed be God and 
fortune,” said sir Galahad, and then be asked for Mi 
armour, and mounted upon his hone, and hungthb 
white shield about his neck, and commended them to 
God. And sir Uwaine said he would bear him fel¬ 
lowship if it pleased him. “ Sir,” said sir Galahad* 
V that may ye not, for I must go alone, sate thii 
toquire, that shall bear me fellowshipand so departed 
air Uwaine. Then within a while came sir Galahad 
there as the white knight abode him by the hermitage, 
and every each saluted other courteously. “ Sir,* 
said sir Galahad, “ by this shield have been full many 
marvels.”—“ Sir,” said the knight, “ it befel after 
the passion of our Lord Jesu Christ thirty years that 
Joseph of Arimathy, the gentle knight, that took down 
onr Lord from the cross, and at that time he departed 
from Jerusalem with a great part of his kindred with 
him. And so they laboured till they came to a city, 
that hight Sarras; and, at that same hour that Joseph 
came unto Sarras, there was a king, that hight Evelake, 
that bad great war against the Saracens, and in espe¬ 
cial against one Saracen, the which was king Eve- 
lake's cousin, a rich and mighty king; the which 
marched nigh this land, and his name was called 
Tollotne le Feintes: so upon a day these two met to 
do battle. 

Then Joseph, the son of Joseph of Arimathy, went 
unto ldng Evelake, and told him that he would be 
dixomfltted and slain, but if he left bis belief of the 
old law, and believed npon the new law. And then 
he shewed him the rigid belief of the holy Trinity* 
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the which he agreed with all his heart, and then tide 
shield was made for king Evelake, in the name of 
him that died upon the cross. And then, through his 
good belief, he had the better of king ToUome; for 
when king Evelake was in the battle, there was a 
doth set before the shield; and, wRbn he was in the 
greatest peril, he let put away the cloth, and then 
anon his enemies saw a figure of a man upon the crow, 
wherethrough they were discomforted. And so it 
befel that a man of king Evelake's had his hand 
Try***** off, and bear his hand in his other hand. 
And Joseph called that man unto him, and bid him 
go with good devotion and touch the cross: and as sooqy 
a* that man had touched the cross with his hand, it was 
as whole as ever it was before. Then soon after there be¬ 
tel a great marvel that the cross of the shield at one time 
vanished away, that no man wist where it became. 
And the# was the king Evelake baptized, and, foe 
the most part, all the people of that city. So, soon 
after, Joseph would depart, and king Evelake would 
go with him, whether he would go or not. And so 
by fortune they came into this land, which at that 
time was called Great Britain, and there they found 
a gteat felon payaim that put Joseph in prison. And 
to, by fortune, tidings came unto a worthy man, that 
bight Mondrames, and he assembled all his people, 
tor the great renown that he had heard of Joseph, 
and so he came into the land of Great Britain, and 
deserted Jus felon paynim, and consumed him, 
and therewith delivered Joseph out of prison; and 
after that all the people were turned to the Christian 
faith. 


CHAP XXXIX. 

Sow Joseph made a Cross upon the white Skidd 
with his Blood, and how Sir Galahad was bp 
a Monk brdught to a Tomb. 

NOT long after that Joseph was laid in his death¬ 
bed, and when king Evelake saw that b«*made great 
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sorrow and said, “ For thy love I have left my 
country, and sith thou shall out of this world, leava 
me some token that I may think on thee.”—“ '1 hat 
will I do right gladly,” said Joseph: “ now bring me 
the shield that I took from you when ye went into 
the battle against\ing Tollome.” Then Joseph bled 
sore at the nose, that he might not by no means be 
steadied; and thereupon that same shield hp made 
a cross of his own blood. “ Now may ye see a re. 
mcmbrance that I love you; for ye shall never sen 
this shield but that ye shall think on me, and it s h all 
be always as fresh as it is now, and never shall no 
man bear this shield about his neck but he shall m 
pent it, unto the time that sir Galahad, the good 
knight, bear it, and the last of ray lineage shall have 
it about his neck, the which shall do many marvel, 
loos deeds.”—<“ Now,” said king Evelake, “ where 
shall I put this shield, that this worthy knight may 
have it.”—“ Ye shall leave it there at Nacien, where the 
hermit shall be put after his death; for either shall 
the good knight come die fifteenth day after that he 
shall receive the order of knighthood, and so that day 
that they set, is this time that ye have his shield; and in 
the same abbey lieth Nacien, the hermit.” And then 
the white knight vanished away. Anon as the ’squire 
had heard these words, he alighted from his hackney, 
and kneeled down at sir Galahad’s feet, and besought 
him that he might go with him till that he had made 
him a knight. “ If I would not refuse you, and then 
will ye make me a knight,” said the 'squire, “ and 
that high order, by the grace of God, shall be well 
set upon me.” And sir Galahad granted him, and 
then they returned again unto the abbey that they 
came from. And there men made full great joy of 
sir Galahad ; and anon as he was alighted, there was 
a monk brought him unto a tomb in a church yard, 
whereas was such a noise that who heard it should 
very nigh be made to lose his strength. ” And, sir,** 
said he, " I deem it is a fiend.” 
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CHAP. XL. 

Qf the Marvel that Sir Galahad heard and tatp 
in the Tomb, and haw he 1 made Melias « 
Knight, 

"NOW leave me thidier ,« said sir Galahad. And 
SO they did, all armed, sire Ilia helm. " Now, 1 * said 
tM good mah, “ go to the tomb, and lift it op.” And 
00 he did, and heard a great noise, and piteously hfe 
•aid, that all men might hoar it, " Sir Galahad, 
the servant of God, come thou net near me, for thou 
•halt matte me go again there where I have been so 
long.*' But sir Galahad was nothing afraid, but 
(prickly lift «p the stone, and there came ont a fool 
smoke, and after be saw the foulest figure leap out 
thereof that ever he saw in the likeness of a man, 
and then he blessed him, and wist well that it was a 
fiend of hell. Then beard he a voice that said, “ G4- 
lahad, I aee thereabout thee so many angels, that my 
power* may not hnrt thee.” Right so sir Galahad saW 
« body, all armed, lie in the tomb, and beside him 
there lay 1 a sword. “ Now, fair brother* said sir 
Galahad, " let ns remove this cursed body; for it is 
not worthy to lie in the church-yard, for he w4s a 
false Christian man.* And therewith they all de¬ 
parted and Went to the abbey. And anon as he was 
unarmed, a good man came and set him down by him, 
add aaid, ** Sir, 1 shall tell you what betokenetb all 
that ye saw. That covered body betokeneth the 
hardness of die world, and the great sin that our 
Lord found in the world; for there was such wretched¬ 
ness, that' the father loved not the son; nor the son 
loved not the father, and that was one of the causes 
that our Lord took flesh and blood of a clean 
maiden; for our sins were so great at that time, that 
■well nigh all was but wickedness.*—“ Truly,* said 
air Galahad, " I believe you right well." So sir Ga¬ 
lahad rested him there ail that night, and on tha 
morrow be made the 'squire a knight, and asked 
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him his name, and of what kindred he was 
come. “ Sir,” said he, “ men call me Melias de Lile, 
and I am the son of the king of Denmark.”—“ Now, 
fair sir,” said sir Galahad, “ sith ye he come of kingp 
and queens, now look that knighthood be well set 
upon you, for ye ought to be a' mirror unto all chi¬ 
valry.”—“ Sir,” said Melias, “ ye say sooth; bat, Sir, 
aith ye have made me a knight, ye must of right 
grant me my first desire that is reasonable .”—** Ye 
say sooth,” said sir Galahad.—“ Then,” said sir Me¬ 
lias, “ that ye will suffer me to ride with yea in thb 
quest of the Sancgreal, till some adventure do pari 
us. r —“ I grant you,” said sir Galahad. 

Then men brought sir Melias his armour, and his 
spear, and his horse; and so sir Galahad and he rode 
Jonh all that week ere they found any adventure. 
And then upon a Monday, in die morning, as they 
.were departed from an abbey, they came unto a cross 
which departed two ways; and on that cross wen 
letters written, that said thus: “ Now ye knighteer- 
rant, the which goeth for to seek adventures, see hen 
two ways, that one way defendeth thee, that then go 
not that way, for he shall not go out of that way 
again; but if he be a good man, and a worthy knight, 
and if thou go on the left hand, thon shalt not there 
lightly win prowess, for thou shalt in this way be 
soon assayed.”—“Sir,” said sir Meliasunto,sir Gal* 
had, ~“if liketh you to suffer me for to take the way 
on the left hand, tell it me, for there 1 shall well 
prove my strength.”—“ It were better,” said sir Gal* 
had, “ that ye rode not that way, for I deem I 
should better escape in that way than ye.*V- M Nay, I 
pray you, my lord, let me have that adventure.”— 
“ Take it in God’s name,” said sir Galahad. 
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CHAP. XLI. 

Of the Adventure that Sir Meiias had , and Sir 
, Galahad revenged him , and haw Sir Me lias 
. was carried into an Abbey . 

AND then air Meiias rode into an old forest, and 
therein he rode two days and more, and then he 
came into a fair meadow, and there was a Mr lodge 
of bunghs, and then he espied in that lodge a chair, 
wherein was a crown of gold, subtlety wroeght; 
also there were clothe eoyered upon the earth, and 
many deHcfons meats were set thereon. Sir Mel ias 
beheld this adventure, and thought it marvellous, but 
hehad no Imager; but of the crown of gold he took 
much keep, and therewith be stooped down and took 
it up, and rode his way with it.. And anon he saw a 
knight come riding after him, that said, ** Knight, set 
down that crown which is not yoar's, and therefore 
defend yen."—Then sir Meiias blessed him, and said, 
** Fair Lord of heaven, help and save thy new made 
knight.” And then they let their horses ran as fast 
as they might, so that the other knight smote sir 
Meiias through the hawberk and through the left 
ride, that he feiMo the earth nigh dead; and then he 
took the crown and went his way, and sir Meiias lay 
still, and had no power to stir. 

In the meawhile, by fortune, there came sir Gala- 
had, and found him there in peril of death, and then 
he said, “ Ah! sir Meiias,' who hath woended you ; 
therefore it had been better to bave riden that other 
way.” And when sir Meiias heard him speak, he 
said,^" Sir, for God's, love let me not die in this fo¬ 
rest, but bear me unto the abbey here beside, that I 
may he confessed and have my- rights .’*—■** It shall 
be done,” said sir Galahad, “ but where is he that 
hath wounded you.” With that sir Galihad heard in 
the leaves cry on high, “ Knight keep thee from me.” 
“ Ah I sir,” said sir Meiias, “ beware, for that is he 
lhat h ath slain me.”—Sir Galahad answered, ” Sir 
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knight come on at your peril.** Then either darned 
them to other, and came together as fast as their 
horses might run;. and sir Galahad smote him so 
that his spear went through his shoulder, and smote 
him down of his horse, and in the falling sir Gala* 
bad's spear broke* With that came out of the 
leaves another knight, and broke a spear upon sir 
Galahad, or he might turn him; and then dr Galahad 
drew out his sword, and smote off die left of 
him, so that it fell unto the ground, and then'he f Jted, 
and dr Galahad followed fast after him. And then 
he returned again unto air Melias, and there he alight* 
ed and dressed him softly apon Us hone before him; 
for the truncheon of the spear was in this body, and 
dr Galahad started up behind him, and held him in 
his armour, and so brought him to an abbey, mid 
there be unarmed him, and brought him to his cham¬ 
ber, and then he asked his saviour. And when he 
had received him, be said unto sir Galahad, “ Sir, let 
death come when it pleaseth God.** And therewith 
he drbw oat the truncheon of the spear out of his 
body, aud then he swooned. Then came there an 
old monk, which had been sometime a knight, and 
beheld sir Melias, and anon be ransacked Min, and 
he said unto sir Galahad, “ I shall heal him of his 
wound, by the grace of God, within the space of 
a^ven weeks.** Then was sir Galahad glad, and un¬ 
armed him, and said, “ He should abide there three 
days.** And he asked air Melias “ how it stood 
with him Y *—Then he said he “ was turned onto 
helping, God be thanked.** 


CHAP. XLH. 

How Sir Galahad departed , and how he was 
. commanded to go unto the Castle qf Maidens 
for to destroy the wicked Custom. 

“ NOW will I depart,** said air Galahad, “ for I 
have much in hand; for many good knights be fell 
busy about it; and this knight and I were in the 
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morn quest of the SunegreuL*—“ Sir,” mid a good man, 
“ for his sin he was thas wounded; and I marvel,” 
■aid the good man, 4 how ye dant take apon yoa so 
rich a thing as the high order of knighthood without 
clean confession, and that was the cause ye were so 
bitterly wounded: for the way on die right hand 
hetokeneth the high way of oar Lord Jeaaa Christ, and 
the way of a traeand good liver; and the other way 
betokened! the way of sinners and misbelievers: and, 
when the devif saw your pride and preeamption forks 
take yoa in die quest of the holy Sancgreal, that made 
you for to be overthrown; for it may not be achieved 
hut by virtuous living: also, the writing on the Croat 
was a signification of heavenly deeds, and of knightly 
deeds in God’s works; and pride is the bead of all 
deadly sins, that caused this knight to depart sir G*-' 
lahad; and where thou tookeet the crown of gold 
thou sinned in covetousness and in theft, and these 
Were no knights deeds: a*id this holy knight, sir Ga. 
lthad, the which fought with die two knights; and the 
thro knights doth signify the two deadly sins which 
were entirely in the knight, dr Melias, and they might 
net withstand yon, for ye are without deadly sin*” 
Mow departed sir Galahad from thence, and bHooij 
them ail onto God. Sir Melias said: “ My lord, sir 
Galahad/ as soon as 1 may ride I shall see you.”—* 
* " God send you good help/’said dr Galahad.” And 
so he took Ms horse and departed, and rode many 
journeys forward and backward, as adventure would 
lead him; and at the last it happened him to depart 
from a place or a castle, that was named Abblasour, 
and he had not heard no mass, the which he was al¬ 
ways wont to hear or that he depart out Of any castle 
or place, and kept that for a custom. Then sir Gate, 
had came unto a mountain, where he found an old 
chapel, and found there no body; for all was desolate. 
And there he kneeled before the alter, and besought 
God of wholesome counsel* So as he prayed he heard 
a voice that saidi those'“Gonow, thou adventurous 
knight unto die Castle of Maidens, and ■ there do then 
away all the wicked custom*” 
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CHAP. XLIII. 

JJotc Sir Galahad fought with the Knights of 
. the Castle, and destroyed the wicked Custom . 

THEN as sir Galahad heard this he thanked God, 
and took his horse; and he had not ridden but half, 
a mile, when he saw in a valley before him a strtmg 
castle with deep ditches; and there ran beside a lair 
riter, the which hight Severn, and there he met with 
a than of great age, and either sainted other, and sir' 
Galahad asked him what was the castle's name. 
“ Fair sir,” said he, it is-the Castle of Maidens."— 
“ That is a cursed castle," said sir Galahad, “ and all 
they that have been conversant therein: for all pity 
is out thereof, and ail hardiness and mischief is 
therein. Therefore 1 counsel yon, sir knight," said the 
old man, “ to return again."—“ Sir," said sir Galahad, 
tf wit ye well I shall not return again." Then looked 
air Galahad on his armour that nothing failed him, and 
then he put his shield afore him, and anon there met 
him seven maidens, that said onto him, “ Sir knight, 
ye ride herein a great folly, for ye have the waters for 
to pass over."—“ Why should I not pass here over 
this water," said sir Galahad. And so he departed 
•way from them, and then he met with a 'squire that 
said, “ Sir knight, those knights in the castle defy 
yon, and forbid you that ye go no fturther,till that they 
wit what ye would.”—“ Fair fellow,” said sir Ga¬ 
lahad, “ 1 am come to destroy the wicked custom of 
this castle ."— u Sir,” said the 'squire, “ and ye will 
•bide by that, ye shall have enough to do.”—“ Go ye 
now,” said sir Galahad, “ and haste my matter." 

Then the 'squire entered into the castle. And anon 
after there came out of the castle seven knights, and 
all were brethren; and, when they saw sir Galahad, 
they cried, “ Knight, keep thee; for we asm re thee 
nothing but death."— a Why," said sir Galahad, “ will 
ye all have to do with me at ooceT —“ Yea," said 
they all; “ for thereto mayest thou trust." . Then mr< 
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'Galahad pat forth hb spear, and smote die foremost 
to the earth, that almost he bad broken hb neck; and 
therewith all the others smote ot» hb shield great 
strokes, so that all their spears break. Then sir Ga¬ 
lahad drew oat his sword, and set upon them so 
hard, that it was marvel to see it; and so, throngh 
great force, he made them to forsake the field: and 
sir Galahad chased them until they entered into the 
castle, and so passed throngh the castle at another 
gate. And there met sir Galahad an old man, clothed 
.in religions clothing, the which said to him, “ Sir, 
•have here the keys of the castle.* Then sir Galahad 
.opened the gates, and saw so much people in the 
street, that he might not number them* and they 
said, “ Sir, ye be welcome; for long have we bean 
forbidden our deliverance.” And then there came onto 
him a gentlewoman, and said, “ These knights be 
fled ; but they will come again this night, and here 
begin again their evil and wicked custom.*—“ What 
will ye that I shall dot* said sir Galahad. “ 8b* 
said the gentlewoman, “ that ye send after ail those 
knights hither, that hold their lands of this castle, and 
make them swear for to nse the cnstoms that were 
used heretofore of old time.*—“ I will well,* said sir 
Galahad. And then the gentlewoman brought him 
a horn of ivory, richly bound with gold, and said, 
“ Sir, blow ye this horn, which will be beard two 
miles about this castle.* And when sir Galahad had 
blown the horn, he set him down upon a bed. Then 
came there a priest unto sir Galahad, and said, '< Sir, 
it b past a seven year since that these seven brethren 
came into this castle, and harboured with the lord of 
this castle, which Light the duke Lianour; and hd 
was lord of all this country. And so, when they 
espied the duke’s daughter, that was a fair woman, 
then, by their false cunning, they made debate be¬ 
tween* themselves, and tbe dnke of hb goodness 
would have departed them. And there they slew 
hfan and hb eldest son; and then they took the 
maideivAnd the treasure of the eastle. And then, by 
great force, they held all tbe knights of thb castle* 
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against their will, under their obbi*snde,and ingraft 
aervage and truage, robbing and pillaging the poor 
common-people of all dim: they had. So it h a p p ened 
upon a day that the duke's daughter aaM, * Ye hare 
done to me great wrong, to slay mine own father and 
my brother, and thus to hold our lends* For them? 
said, she, ‘ she shall not hold this castle for many 
years; for by one knight ye shall be overcome.' Than 
she prophesied seven years before. * Well/ said She 
seven knights, < afthence ye say so, them shall never 
lady nor knight pass this oastle, but they shall abide, 
meagre their heads: die, therefore, till that knight 
be come by whom we shall lose this caste.’ And, 
therefore, it is called Che Maidens' Castle ; for they 
have devoured many m aid en s."—“ Now," said sir 
Galahad, “ is she here for whom this oastle' was 
lostr—“ Nay," said the priest, “she died within 
thracnrights after that she was thus enforced; end 
sUhence, they have kept her young sister, which ed* 
dureth great pains with more other ladies." By this 
were the knights of the country come; and then he 
made them to do homage and fealty to the duke's 
daughter, and set them in great ease of heart. And, 
on the morrow, there cariie one unto sir Galahad, and 
told him how sir Gawaine, and sir Gareth, and afcr 
Uwaine, had slain die seven brethren, “ I suppose 
well," said dr Galahad. And then he took bib ar¬ 
mour and his horse, and commended them to God, 


CHAP. XLXV. 

Hew Sir Gawaine came unto the Abbey for to 
follow after Sir Galahad; and how he tiaf 
shriven unto a Hermit. 

NOW, (sakh the story) after that sir Gawaine whs 
departed, he rode many divers journeys, both toward 
•nd froward; and so, at the last}' be came oMo the 
abbey whereas air Galahad had the white Shield: aid 
there air Gawaine learned the very way for to fOQow 
after air Galahad. And ao he rode nnto the abbey 
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whereassir MeHas lay sick 5 and (bare sir ftMfctt told' 
air Gftwnoe of the marvelloas adventure that ahr Ga¬ 
lahad had done. “ Truly/’ and dr Gawaine, “ I am 
not happy thafcfe took not the way that be went; for. 
and I may meet with him, I will not depart from 
him lightly: for all the marvellous adventures air 
Galahad achieveth.”—“ Sir/' said one of the monks, 

“ he will not be of yonr fellowship."—" Why t" said 
air Gawaine. “ Sir," aakl he, “ for ye be wicked 
aadsinfal, and be is blissful." Eight, aa they stood 
than talking together, there came in riding air Ga¬ 
reth ; and then they made great joy either of other. 
And on the morrow they heard maw, and so depart¬ 
ed ; and, by the way, they met with air Uwaine le 
Aveutres; and there air Uwaine told dr Gawaine 
how he had met with no adventure d thence he de¬ 
parted from the court. “ Nor we," said air Ga¬ 
waine. And either promised other of these three 
knights not to depart, whUe that they were in the 
quest, but if fortune" caused it. So they departed, and 
rode by fortune till that they came unto the Castle 
of Maidens; and there the seven brethren espied 
the three knights. And then they said, “ Sithence 
we be banished by one knight from this castle, wo 
shall destroy ail the knights of king Arthur's, that we 
may overcome, for the love of air Galahad." And 
therewith the seven knights set upon the three 
knights. And by fortune sir Gawaine dew one of 
the seven brethren, and each of his fellows slew an¬ 
other, and so slew the remnant. And then they took 
their way under the castle; and there they lost the 
way that sir Galahad rode, and every one of them de¬ 
parted from the other. And sir Gawaine rode till he 
came to a hermitage; and there he found the good 
man saying his even-song of our lady. And there sir 
Gawaine asked harbour for charity; and the good 
man granted it him gladly. Then the good man 
asked him what he was, and from whence he came 1 
"Sir,” said he, “I am a knight of king Arthur’s 
court, that am in the quest of the Sancgreal, and my 
name is sir Gawaine."—“ Sir,” said the good man. 
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“ I will wit how it standeth between God and yon." 
—“ Sir,” said sir Gawaine, “ I will with a good will 
shew yon my life, and it please yon.”. And there he 
told him how the monk of an abbey called him a 
wicked knight. “ He might well say it,” said the 
good man; “ for, when ye were first made knight, 
ye should have taken ydn onto knightly deeds and 
virtoons living; and ye have done the contrary, for 
ye have lived mischievously many winters. And the 
noble knight, sir Galahad, is a maiden, and new* 
sinned; and that is the cause he shall achieve where* 
soever he goeth, that ye nor none such shall ever 
attain, nor any of year fellowship: for ye.have and 
the most untrue* life that ever 1 hoard knight live*. 
For, truly, bad ye not'been so wicked as ye are, 
never had the seven brethren been styn by yen, and 
by yoar two fellows; for sir QgMuid himself, all 
alone, beat them all seven that day 'before: but his 
living is such, that he shall slay no. man Hgbtly. 
Also I may ssy to yon, the castle of Maidens betoken 
the good souls that were in prison before the Incas* 
nation of Christ; and the seven knights betoken the 
seven deadly sins which reigned that-time in the worlds 
And I may liken the good knight, sir Galahad, ante 
the Son of the high Father, that light within « uuddcOy 
and brought all the souls ont of thraldom: so did: sir 
Galahad deliver Oil the maidens oat of the woeful 
castle. Now, sir Gawaine,”said toe good man, “too* 
must do penance for thy sins.”—“ Sir, what penance 
shall 1 do.*'—« So eh as 1 will give,” said the good 
man. “ Nay,” said sir Gawaine, “ I may do nope* 
nance; for we knights adventurous often suffer great 
woe and pain.”—“Well,” said the good knight; and 
then he held his peace, and betook him onto God. 
And by adventnre he met with sir Agtovale and dr 
fr rifle t, two knights of the round table; and they two 
had ridden four days without finding of any ad van* 
tore. And at the fifth day they departed, and every 
each held as fell them by adventure. 
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CHAP. XLV. 

Mow Sir Galahad met with Sir Launcelot and 
with Sir Percivale t and emote them both down „ 
and departed from them . 

SO when «ir Galahad «m departed from die 
castle of MaMens, be rode till be came onto a vu( 
forest, and there he met with air Lao ocelot and dr 
Percivaie ; bat either of them knew him not, for he 
was new disguised. Right ao sir Lanncelot, his father, 
dressed his spear, and break it upon his son, sir Ga¬ 
lahad ; and shr Galahad smote him so hard again, that 
be smote down both hone and man. And then he 
drew his sword, and dressed him unto sir Percivaie, 
stod smote him so on his helm, that it rove the coif 
of steel, and, if the sword had net swerved, sir Per- 
ervale had been slain; and, with the stroke, he fell 
out of his saddle. These jousts were done before the 
hermitage, where a recluse dwelled ; and, when she 
saw sir Galahad ride, she said, “ God be with thee, 
the best knight of.the world. Ah! certainly,” said 
she all aloud, that sir Launcelot and sir Percivaie 
might hear it, “ and yonder two knights had known 
thee as well as I do, they would not have encounter¬ 
ed with thee.” When sir Galahad heard her say so, 
he was sore adread to be known: therewithal he 
■mote Ms horse with his spurs, ami rode a great pace 
Aroward them. Then perceived they both that it was 
sir Galahad, and up they gat on their horses, and 
rode fast after him; but, within a while, he was out 
of tbeir sight, and then they turned again with a 
heavy cheer. “ Let us ask some tidings,” said sir 
Percivaie, “ at yonder recluse.”—“ Do as ye list,” 
said shr Launcelot. When sir Percivaie came unto 
the recluse, she knew him well enough, and m like¬ 
wise she knew sir Launcelot. But sir Launcelot rode 
overthwart and endlong in a wild forest, and held 
too path, but as wild adventure led him. And at the 
last he came unto a stone cross, which departed two 
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ways in waste land; and by the cross was a stone 
that was of marble; but it was so dark, that sir 
Launcelot might not well know what it was. Then 
sir Launcelot looked by him, and saw an old cha¬ 
pel, and there be weened to have found mnch peo¬ 
ple. And so sir Larincelot tied his horse to a tree, 
and there he put off his shield, and hong it upon a 
tree ; and then he went unto the chapel door, and 
found it wasted and broken: and within he found a 
fair altar, full richly arrayed with cloth of silk ; and. 
there stood a fair candlestick, which bare sis great 
candles, and the candlestick was of silver. And 
when sir Launcelot saw this light, he had a great, 
will for to enter into the chapel, but he could find no 
place where he might enter. Then was he passing 
heavy and dismayed: then he returned and came 
again to his horse, and took off his saddle and his 
bridle, and let him pasture; and unlaced his helm, 
and ungirded his sword, and laid him down to sleep 
upon his shield before the cross. 


CHAP. XLVI. 

now Sir Launcelot, half sleeping and half 
leaking, saw a sick Man borne in a Horse- 
Litter, and how he was healed with the Sanc- 
' great . 

AND so he fell on sleep, and, half waking and 
half sleeping, he saw come by him two palfreys, both 
fair and white, the which bear a litter, therein lying 
a sick knight; and, when he was nigh the cross, he 
there abode still. All this sir Launcelot saw and be¬ 
held, for he slept not verily, and he heard him say, 
“ Oh, sweet Lord, when shall this sorrow leave me, 
and when shall the holy vessel come by me, where¬ 
through 1 shall be blessed; for 1 have endured thus, 
long for little trespassand thus a great while com¬ 
plained the knight, and always sir Launcelot heard 
it. With that sir Launcelot saw the caudlestick with 
the fire tapers come before the cross, but he could 


3y Google 



KNIGHTS Of THE HOUND TABLE. 23 7 

see no body that brought it; alio there came a table 
of ailver, and the holy vessel of the Sancgreal, the 
which sir Lanncelpt had seen before that time in king 
Petchour's house. And therewithal the sick, knight set 
him upright, and held up both his liands, and said, 
** Fair sweet Lord, which is here within the holy ves¬ 
sel, talce heed to roe that I may be whole of this 
great malady and therewith, upon his hands and 
upon his knees, he went so nigh that be touched the 
holy vessel, and kissed it: and anon he was whole; 
and then he said, “ Lord God 1 thank thee, for I am 
healed of this malady.” So when the holy vessel 
had been there a great while, it went unto the chapel 
again, with the candlestick and the light; so that sir 
Launcelot wrist not where it became, for he was over* 
taken with sin, that he had no power to arise against 
the holy vessel; wherefore afterward many men said 
of him shame: but he took repentance afterward. 
Then the sick knight dressed him upright, and kissed 
the cross. Then anon his ’squire brought him Us arms, 
and asked his lord how he did. “ Certainly," said 
he, “ I thank God right heartily, for throogh the 
holy vessel 1 am healed. Bat I have right great 
marvel of this sleeping knight, which hath had neither 
grace nor power to awake during the time that this 
holy vessel hath been here present."—“ I dare it 
right well say," said the ’squire, “ that this same 
knight is befouled with some manner of deadly sin, 
whereof he was never confessed.’'— M By my faith,’* 
said the knight, “ whatsoever be be, he is unhappy ; 
for, as I deem, he is of the fellowship of the round 
table, the which is entered into the quest of die Sanc¬ 
greal."—“ Sir," said the’squire, “ here I have brought 
yon all your arms, rove your helm and your sword f 
and therefore, by mine assent, now may ye take this 
knight’s helm and his swordand so he did. And 
when he Was clean armed, he took sir Laaocetafs 
horse, for he was better than his own; and so they 
departed from die cross. 
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CHAP. XLVII. 

How a Voice spoke to Sir Launcelot; and how 
he missed his Horse and his Helm, and qfter* 
ward went on Foot . 

THEN anon air Launcelot awaked, awl set hm* 
aelf upright, and bethought him what he had there 
seen, and whether it were dreams, or not right so, M 
heard a voice, that said, “ Sir Launcelot, more hardy 
than is,the stone, and more bitter than is the wood) 
and more naked and bare than is die leaf of the ftgt 
tree, therefore go thou from hence, and withdraw 
thee from this holy place.” And when sir Lance¬ 
lot heard this, he was passing heavy, and wist not 
what to do; and so he departed, sore weeping, and 
cursed the time that he was born. For then he deefrv 
ed never to hare 1 had more worship: for the words 
went unto his heart, till that h£ knew wherefore-that 
he was so called. Then sir Launcelot wdnt 'to IM 
crass, and found that his helm, his sw ord, and Mk 
horse, were taken arway; and then he called himtetf 
a very wretch, and most* unhappy of alt knigfcCft 
And there he said, <f My sin and my wretchedness 
hath brought me onto great dnhonour: for whefc 1 
sought worldly adventures, and wdrldly desires, ! 
ever achieved than, and' had' the better In ever} 
place, and never was I discomfited: in any quarrel; 
were it right or wrong; and now T take upon mo d* 
adventures of holy things: and now I see and under¬ 
stand that mine old sin hindereth me, and also *ahamed 
me, so that 1 bad no power to stir, nor to speak; 
when the holy blood appeared before me.” So fbni 
he sorrowed till it was day, and heard the fowls Of 
the air sing ; then was he somewhat comforted. Bht 
When air Launcelot mimed his horse and Ms harness, 
then wist ye well that God was displeased wkh hbn. 
Then he departed from the cross-an foot. Info a v*M 
forest, and so by prime he came unto a high moon, 
lain! and there he found a hermitage, and a hermit 
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therein, which wu going*' to maw. And theft dr 
Lancelot kneeled down upon both his knees, and 
cried, dor Lord mercy, for Us wicked works that he 
had done. So when mass was done, sir Launcelot 
called the hermit to him, and prayed him for charity 
to bear bis confession. “ With a good will,” said 
the good map. “ Str," said he, “ be ye of king 
Arthur's court, and of the noble fellowship of the 
round table 1”— t* Yea, forsooth, and my name is air 
Launcelot da Lake, which hath been right well said 
of, and greatly magnified; and now it is so, my good 
fortune is changed, for I am the most wretch and 
captive of the world.” Then the hermit beheld him, 
mid had great marvel how he was so sore abashed* 
“ Sir,” said the hermit, “ ye ought to thank God 
more than any knight living ? for he hath caused yea 
to have more worldly worship than any knight that 
now livethi And, for your presumption to take upon 
you, in deadly sin, for to be in Us presence, where 
his flesh and his blood was, that ceased yon ye might 
not see it with your worldly eye: for he will not 
appear where such sinners be, but if it be unto their 
great hurt, and nata their great shame. And there 
isne knighttiving that ought for to give unto God so 
great thanks as ye: for he hath given unto you beauty^ 
seemNness, and great strength, above all other knights, 
and therefore ye ate the more beholding unto God 
titansny other man, to love Urn, and to dread him, for 
your strength and manhood will littie avail you, and 
God be against you.” 


CHAP. XLVni. 

How Sir Launcelot was shriven of his Sins , and 
what Sorrow he mads, and of the good Ensam, 
pies that were shewed him, 

THEN sir Launcelot went, and made foil heavy 
eheOr, and aaW,« Now I know wed, ye tell me truth.* 
—h sir,” saidthe good -man, “ hide none old sin from 
me,”—said'eir Launct&ot, “that were me 
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fall loth to discover : for this fosateen years I nevtfr 
discovered any thing which 1 have wed, and that may 
I now wit my shame, and my misadventure." And 
then he told there that good man all his life, and how 
he had loved a queen unmeasurably many years; and 
all my great deeds of arms that I have done, I did for 
the most part for the queen's sake; and for her sake 
would I do battle, were it right or wrong; and never 
did I battle at all only for God’s sake, but for to win 
worship, and to cause me to be the better beloved, 
and little or nought I thanked God of it. Then air 
Launcelot said, u I pray you counsel me."—“ I will 
counsel yon," said die hermit, “ if ye will ensure me 
that ye wilt never come into that queen’s fellowship as 
much as ye may forbear." ’And then sir Launcelot pro* 
mised the hermit, by his faith, that he would no more 
come into her company. “ Look that your heart and 
your month accord," said the good old man, “ and I 
shall ensure you that ye shall have more worship than 
ever ye had."— u Holy father," said sir Launcelot, “I 
marvel of the voice that said to me marvellous words, 
and ye have heard here before.”—“ Have ye no mar. 
vel tliereof,” said tbe good man, ‘Tor it seemed) 
well that God k>veth you, for men may understand 
that a stone is hard of kind, and namely one more than 
another; and that is to understand, by sir Launcelot, 
for thou wilt not leave thy sin for no goodness that 
God hath sent thee, therefore thou art more harder 
tl a t any stone; and never would then be made soft, 
neither by water nor by fire, and that is the beat off 
the Holy Ghost may not enter into thee. Now take 
heed in all the world, men shall not find one knight to 
whom our Lord hath given so much grace, as our Lord 
hath given you: for he hath given you fairness with 
aeemliness; he hath given you wit and discretion, for 
to know good from evil; he hath given you prowess 
and hardiness, and hath given you to work so largely, 
that ye have had at all times the better, wheresoever 
ye. came. And now our Lord will suffer you no 
longer, but that ye shall know him whether ye will 
*or not; and why the voice called thee bitterer than 
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wood; for where overmuch sin dwelieth there may be 
but little sweetness, wherefore tjiou ait likened to an 
old rotten tree. Now 1 have shewed thee why tlion 
art harder than the stone, and bitterer then the tree; 
now I shall shew thee why thou art mere naked and 
bare than the fig tree. It befel that oar Lord Jeans 
Christ preached on Palm Sunday in Jerusalem, and 
there he found in the^people that all hardness was har¬ 
boured in them, and there he could not find one in 
all the town that would -harbour him, and then he 
went without the town, and found in the midst of the, 
way a fig tree, the which was right fair and well-gar¬ 
nished with leaves, but fruit had it none; then our 
Lord cursed .the tree that bear no fruit, that betoken- 
eth the fig tree unto Jerusalem, that had leaves and 
no fruit. So thou, sir Launcelot, when the holy -graiL 
was brought before thee, he found in thee no fruit, 
neither good thought, nor -good will, and defoulcd 
with lechery.*’—“ Certainly,” said sir Launcelot , u ail 
that ye have said is true, and from henceforward, I 
oast me, by the .grace of God, never to be so wicked 
as I have been, but as to follow knighthood, and to 
do feats of arms.” Then the good man enjoined sir 
Launcelot such penance as he might do, and to shew 
knighthood; and so he assailed sir Launcelot, and 
prayed him to abide with him all-that day. “ I will 
well,” said sir Launcelot,“ for I have neither helm, 
nor horse, nor sword.”—“ As for that,” said the good 
ntan, “ I shall help, you or to morrow at even of a 
horse, and all that belougeth unto you. And then sir 
Launcelot repented him greatly. 


CHAP. XLIX. 

How Sir Pereivale came to a Recluse, and asked 
her Counsel; and how she'told him she was Ms 
Aunt . 

NOW, saith the tale, that when sir Launcelot was 
ridden -after sir Galahad, his son, the which bad all. 
these adventures here above rehearsed, sir PcjuivalC' 
VOL. II. M 
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Returned again unto the recluse, where he deemed tA 
have tidings of that knight which sir Laoncelot fol-' 
lowed: and so he kneeled at her window, and anoi* 
the recluse opened it, and asked sir Percivale what he 
would. “ Madam,” said he, ** I am a knight of ldn^ 
Arthur's court, and my name is sir Percivale de Ga- 
Ms.” So when the recluse heard his name, she made 
passing great joy of him, for greatly she loved him 
before all other knights of die world; for so of right 
she ought to dfo, for die was his aunt. And then she 
Commanded that the gates should he opened to him, 
and there sir Percivale had all the cheer that she 
might make him, and all that was in her power was 
at his comm andm ent. So on the morrow sir Perci¬ 
vale went unto the reduse, and asked her if she knew 
that knight with the white shield. ** Sir,** said she, 
“ why would ye wit.”—“ Truly, madam,” said sir 
Perdvale, “ I shall never be well at ease till tint £ 
know of that knot's fellowship, and that I may fight 
with him; for T may not leave him so lightly, for I 
have die shame yet.”—“ Ah ! sir Percivale,” said 
She, ** would ye fight with him; I see well ye have 
great will to be slain, as your father was through out- 
rageousness.”—“ Madam,” said sir Percivale, “ it 
seemeth by your words that ye know me.”—** Yea,” 
Arid die, ** I well ought to know you, for I am your 
aunt, although I be in a priory place: for I was 
sometime called the queen of the waste lands, and I 
was called the queen of most riches in the world ; and 
it pleased me never so much my riches as doth my 
poverty.” Then sir Percivale wept for very great 
pity, when he knew she was his aunt. “ Ah! fair 
nephew,” said she, ** when heard you any tidings 
from your mother f*—“ Truly,” said he, “ I heard 
not of her in a great while, but I have dreamed of 
her much in my sleep, and therefore I wot not 
whether she be dead or alive.”—** Certainly, fair ne¬ 
phew,” said she, “ your mother is dead; for after 
your departing tYom her she took such a sorrow, that 
anon, after she was confessed, she died.”—“ Now 
God have mercy upon her soul,” said fir Percivale, 
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w U sore forethinketh me: but all we rant change cm 
life. Now, fur aunt, tell me what is the knight f I 
deem it be be that bear the red arms on Whitson- 
day.”—« Wit ye well,” said his aunt, M that fa he; 
for otherwise he ought not to do bnt to go in red arms, 
and that same knight hath no peer, for he workelfa 
all by miracle: and he shaH never be overcome of an 
earthly man's hands. 


CHAP. L. 

& ow Merlin likened the Round Table to the 
World i and how the Knights that should 
achieve the Sancgreal should be known. 

ALSO Merlin made the round table in token of 
the roondness or the world : for by the ronnd table 
is die world signified by light. For all the world, 
Christian and heathen, resort unto the ronnd table; 
and when they are chosen to be of the fellowship of 
the round table, they think them more blessed, and 
more in worship, than if they had gotten half the 
world, and ye have seen that they have lost their te¬ 
thers and their mothers, and all their kin, and their 
wives and their children, for to be of your fellowship, 
it is well seen by you; tor sith ye departed from your 
mother, ye would never see her, ye found such a fel¬ 
lowship at the ronnd table. When Merlin had ordain¬ 
ed the ronnd table, he said, by them that should be 
fellows of the ronnd table, the troth of the Sancgreal 
fikall be well known. And men asked him how men 
might know them that should best do to the achieving 
of the Sancgreal. Then said he, “ there should be 
three white balls that should achieve it: and the two 
ekoold be maidens, and the third should be chaste; 
abd that one of the thiee should pass the father, » 
much as the lion passeth his libbard, both of strength 
and of hardiness.” They which heard Merlin say so, 
•aid thus unto Merlin: u SI thence there shall be sach 
a knight thou sbouldst ordain by thy craft a -siege that 
m man should ait therein, but he only which shall 
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pass all other knights.” And then Merlin answered 
that he would do so; and then he made the siege peril* 
oas, in which sir Galahad sat at his meat upon Whit¬ 
sunday last past. “ Now, madam,” said sir Perci¬ 
vale, “ so much have I heard of yon, that by my 
good will I will never have to do with sir Galahad ; 
hot I dare not deliver you this horse, but if ye would 
take him from me.”—“ That will I not do,” said sir- 
Percivale, and so they departed. And sir Percivale 
sat him down under a tree, and made sorrow out of 
measure; and, as be was there, there came a knight 
riding on the horse that the yeoman led, and he was 
dean armed. 


CHAP. LI. 

How a Yeoman desired Aim to get again « 
Horse, and how Sir Percivale’s Hackney was 
slain , and how he gat a Horse. 

AND anon the yeoman came riding after as fast 
as ever he might, and asked sir Percivale “if he saw 
any knight riding on his black steed.”—“ Yea, for¬ 
sooth,” said he, “ why ask ye that of me?”—“ Ah!' 
sir,” said the yeoman, “ that steed he hath taken from 
me by strength, wherefore my lord will slay me in 
what place soever he tindeth me.”—“ Well,” said sir 
Percivale, “ what wouldest thou that I should do, thou 
seest well that I am on foot: but, and I had a good 
horse, I should bring him soou again.”—" Sir,” said the 
yeoman, “ take mine hackney, and do the best ye can, 
and I shall follow you on foot, to wit how ye shall 
speed.” Then sir Percivale mounted upon that hack¬ 
ney, and rode as fast as he might; and at die last he 
saw that knight, and then he cried, “ Knight, turn 
again.” And he turned and set his spear against sir 
Percivale, aud he smote the hackney in the midst of 
the breast, that he fell down dead to the earth, and 
there he had a great fall; and the other rode 
Ids way. And then sir Percivale was waxed wrath, 
and cried, “ Abide thou wicked knight, coward, and 
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Adse-hearted knight, torn again and fight with me on 
foot" Bat he answered not, but passed forth hii way. 
■'When dr Percivale saw he would not torn, he ea* 
•away his bet in and his sword, and said, M Now am I a 
very wretch; cnrsed and most anbappy above all other 
■knights." So in this sorrow he abode all that day till 
it was night, and then he was faint, and laid Mm down 
and slept till it was midnight; and then he awaked, 
and saw before him a woman, that said unto him, 
** Right fiercely sir Percivale what doeat thou here 1* 
He answered and said. “ I de neither good nor evil." 
M If thou wilt ensure me,'* said dm. “ that thou wilt 
fulfil my will when I shall summon thee. I shall lend 
thee mine own horse, which shall bear thee whither 
thou wilt." Sir Fercivale was glad of her proffer, 
and ensured her to fulfil all her desire. “ Then 
abide ye here," said she, “ and I shall go and fetch 
you a horse." And so she came soon again and 
brought a horse with her that was black. When sir 
Fercivale beheld that horse, he marvelled that he was 
so great and so well apparelled, and not for then be 
was so hardy that he leaped upon him, and took no 
heed taj himself. And so anon as be was upon him, be 
thrust to him with his spurs, and so rode by a forest, 
and the moon shone clear, and within an hour and 
less he bore him four days journey thence, till ha 
came to a rough water that roared, and his horse 
would have borne him into it. 


CHAP. LIV. 

Of the great Danger that Sir Percivale was in 
by Ms Horse , and how he saw a Serpent and 
a LionJight . 

AND when sir Percivale came nigh the brim, 
and saw the water so boisterous, he doubted to pass 
over it; and then he made the sign of the cross an 
his forehead. When the fiend felt him so charged, 
be shook off sir Percivale, and he went into the 
water crying and roaring, and making great sorrow# 
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and it seemed to him that the water broke. 'Hen ®fe 
Percivale perceived that it waa a fiend, which would 
have brought him onto his perdition. Then he coin* 
mended himself unto God, and prayed our Lord to 
keep him from ail such temptations*, and so he 
prayed all that night, till on the morrow that it wth 
day. Then saw he that he was on a wild mountain, 
which was closed with the sea nigh all about, that 
he might see no land about him which might relieve 
Mm, but wild beasts. And then be went in a valley*, 
and there he saw a young serpent bring a young lion 
by the neck, and so he came by sir Percivale: with 
that there came a lion crying and roaring after the 
serpent; and as Boon as dr Percivale saw this, he 
marvelled and hied him thither. Bat an6n the Hoi 
had overtaken the serpent, and began battle with 
him; and then sir Percivale thought to help the lion; 
for be was the most natural beast of the two, and 
there gave the serpent such a buffet, that he had a 
deadly wound. When the Lion saw that, be made no 
semblance to fight with him, but made him all the 
cheer that a beast might make a man. When sir 
Percivale perceived that, he cast down his shield, the 
which was broken, and then he put off his helm for 
to gather wind, for he was greatly chafed with the 
serpent, and the 1km went alway about him fawning 
like a spaniel; slid then he stroked him with his hand 
upon the neck, and upon the shoulders, and gave 
thanks unto God of the fellowship of the beast. And, 
about noon, the lion took his little whelp and trussed 
Mm, and bear him unto the place that he came from. 
And then*was sir Percivale alone; and, as the story 
telleth, he was one of the men of the world, at that 
time, that most believed in our Lord Jesu Christ. For 
in those days there were but few folk that believed 
perfectly in Almighty God, our Saviour and Re¬ 
deemer Jesus Christ: for in those days the son spared 
not the father, no more in consideration than a 
stranger. And so the noble knight sir Percivale 
comforted himself in our Lord Jesu Christ, and be- 
•ought God that wo temptation should bring him, oof 
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pervert him out of God's service, hot for to endure 
end persevere as his true champion. Thus, when sir 
Percivale had prayed, he saw the lion come toward 
him, and then he coached down at his feet; and all 
that night the lion and he slept together. And when 
sir Percivale slept, be dreamed a marvellous dream: 
that there met with him two ladies, and the one sat 
upon a lion, and that other sat upon a serpent; and 
the one of them was young, and the other was old, 
and the youngest he thought said: “ Sir Fercivale, 
my lord salnteth thee, and sendeth thee word that 
thou array thee and make thee ready, for tomorrow 
thou most fight with the strongest champion of the 
world; and, if thou be overcome, thou skalt not be 
^aite for losing of any of thy members, but thou shall 
be ashamed to the world’s end.” And then he asked 
her who was her lord? and she said, “ the greatest 
lord of the world.” And ao she deputed suddenly, 
and wist not where she became. 

CHAP, i«V. 

Of the Vision that Sir Percivale saw, and how 

his Vision was expounded , and of his Lion, 

THEN came forth the other lady that rode upon 
dhe serpent, and she said: M Sir Percivale, I complain 
me of you that ye have done to me, and have not 
‘Offended unto you.”—“ Certainly madam ” said be, 
** unto you, nor no lady I never offended.”—“ Tes,** 
snid she, “ I will tell yon why: I have nourished in 
this place a great while a.serpeat, which served mu 
•a great while, and yesterday ye slew him, for the 
Jien was not yourV’—“ Madam,” said air Percivale, 
“ I know well that the ikm is not mine; bat I did 
it, for the lion is of a more gentler nature than the 
•serpent, and therefore I slew him; me seemeth I 
‘did not amiss against yon. Madam,” said be, “ what 
would ye that I did?”—" I would,” said she,“ that 
dor the emends of my beast, that ye become ray man.’* 
And then be answered,«that will I not grant you.*— 
** «id she, “ tntly ye were-never bat my sen- 
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vant, save sith ye received the homage of oar Lafll 
Jesa Christ; and therefore I insure you that, in what 
place soever I may find you without keeping, I shall 
take you as he that sometime was my man.” And 
eo we departed from sir Percivale, and left bhn 
sleeping-, the which was sore travailed of his vision ; 
find on the morrow he rose and blessed him, and lie 
was passing feeble. Then was sir Percivale ware in the 
sea, and saw a ship come sailing toward him; and sir 
Percivale went unto the ship, and found it covered 
within and without, with white samite, and at the bor¬ 
der stood an old man clothed in a surplus, in the like¬ 
ness of a priest.—Sir,” said sir Percivale, “ ye be wel¬ 
come.*’—God keep you,” said the good man. “ Sir* 
said the old man, “ of whence be ye f*—“ Sir,” said star 
Tercivale, “ I am of king Arthur's court, and a knight 
of the round table, the which am in the quest of the 
-Sancgreal; and here 1 am in great duress and misery, 
and never am 1 like to escape out of this wilderness.* 
—“ Doubt yt; not,” said the good man, “ and if ye 
be so true a knight as tire high order of knighthood 
reqnireth, and also of heart as ye ooght and should 
be, ye should not doubt nor mistrust that none enemy 
should hurt nor fear you.”— M What are yel” said 
air Percivale. u Sir,” said the old man, “ I am of 
a strange country, and hither 1 come to contort 
you.”—“ Sir,” said sir Percivale, “ what signiAetk 
my dreams that I dreamed this night?” Anri there 
be told him altogether. “ She that rode upon the 
lion,” said the good man, “ betokeneth the new law 
of lioly church, that ia to understand faith, good hupe, 
belief, and baptism: for she seemed younger than the 
.other. It is great reason, for she was born in the re¬ 
surrection and the passion of our Lord Jesa Christ; 
and for great love she came to thee to warn thee of 
the great battle that shall befal thee.”—“ With whose 
.•hall I fightr said sir Percivale. * With the mott 
champion of the world,” said the old man: u for, as 
. the lady said, but if thou quit the well, tbos shatt 
not be quite by losing of one member, but yet thou 
Jhalt be ashamed to the world's end. And she thac 
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reft* upon the serpent signifteth the old law, and tbal 
serpent betokeneth a fiend, and why she blamed 
thee that thou siewest her servant, it betokeneth no* 
thing. The serpent that thou siewest betokeneth the 
devil that thou rodest upon to the rock ; and when 
thou madest the sign of the cross, there tbon siewest 
him, and pot away his power. And when she asked 
thee amends, and to become her man, and tbon snidest 
thou wouidest not, that was to make thee to believe 
on her, and leave thy baptism." So lie commanded 
sir Percivale to depart; and so he leapt over the 
board, and the ship and ah went away he wist not 
whither. Then be went np onto the rock, and found 
the lion that alway kept him fellowship, and had 
great joy of him. 


CHAP. LVI. 

How Sir Percivale saw a Ship coming toward 
him, and how the Lady of the Ship Utid him of 
. her disinheritance. 

BY that sir Percivale had abklden there till mid¬ 
day, he saw a ship come rowing in the sea, as all the 
drind of the world had driven it. And so it drove 
under that rock; and -when sir Percivale saw this, 
be hied him thither, and found the ship covered with 
silk more blacker than any bear; and therein was a 
gentlewoman of great beauty, and she was richly be- 
seen, that none might be better. And when she saw 
sir Percivale, she said, “ Who brought yon into this 
wilderness, where ye be never like to pass hence, for 
ye shall die hare for hnnger and mischief ."— u Dam- 
ad," said dr Percivale, ** I serve the best man in tbe 
world, and in his service he shall not softer me to 
die; for who that knocketh shall enter, and who that 
askeeth shall have, and who that seeketh he him hldeth 
him not.” And then she said, “ Sir Percivale, wot 
ye what I am ."— f * Yen,” said sir Percivale. ** Now, 
who told ye my name V* said she. u Damsel," said 
dr FWehrale, “ I know you better than ye ween.”— 
« Add I come out of the vast forest where I found 
M 2 
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the red knight with the white shield,” said the damsel* t 
“ Ah! damsel,” said he, “ with that knight would I 
meet passing fair.”—" Sir,” said she, “ and ye will 
insure me, by the faith ye owe unto knighthood, that 
ye shall do my will what time 1 shall summon you, I 
bring you to that knight.”^—“ Yea,” said he, ** 1 shall 
promise you your desire.”—“ Well,” said she, ** I 
shall tell you: I saw him in the forest chasing two 
knights to a water, the which is called Mortraise, and 
he drove them into the water for dread of death. 
And the two knights passed over, and the red knight 
passed after, and there was his horse drowned, and he 
with great strength escaped unto the land.” Thus 
she.told.him, and sir Percivale was passing glad 
thereof. Then she asked him if he had eaten any meat, 
lately: “ Nay, truly madam,” said he; ** 1 have 
eaten no meat nigh these three days, but late here I 
spake with a good man that fed me with his good 
and holy words, -and refreshed me greatly.”—“ Ah I 
sir knight,” said she, “ that same man is an enchanter 
and a multiplier of words, for and ye believe him ye 
shall plainly be ashamed, and die in this rock for pure 
hunger, and be eaten by wild beasts: and ye be a 
young man and a goodly knight, and I shall help 
you, and ye will.”—“ What are ye,” said sir Perci¬ 
vale, “ that profferelh me this great kindness?”—“ I 
am,” said she, “ a gentlewoman that am disinherited, 
which was sometime the richest woman of the world.** 
** Damsel,” said sir Percivale, “ who bath disinherited 
you? for I have great pity of you.”— “ Sir,” said she, 
“ I dwelled with the greatest man of the world, and 
he made me so fair and so dear, that there was none 
like me; of that great beauty 1 had a little pride, 
more than 1 ought to have had. Also, I said a word 
that pleased him not, and Jben he would not suffer me 
to be any longer in his company, and so drove me 
from mine heritage, and so disinherited me ; end he 
had never no pity of me, nor of none of my counsel, 
nor of my court; and sithence sir knight it hath be¬ 
fallen me so, through me and mine 1 have taken from 
fciuMo*ny of |us men,exKl mad? them become my 
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meh, for they ask never nothing of me bat I give it 
them, that and much more. 1 has I and all my ser¬ 
vants war against him night and day; therefore I 
know now no good knight, nor no good man, but I 
get them on my side and I may; and, because I know 
that thon art a good knight, 1 beseech thee to help 
me, and for ye be a fellow of the round table, where¬ 
fore ye ought not to fail no gentlewoman that is dia> 
inherited, and if she besought you of help.” 


CIIAP. LVTT. 

How Sir Pcrcivale promised her Help , and how 
he required her of Love, and how he was saved 
from the same Fiend. 

THEN sir Perdvale promised her all the help 
that he might, and then she thanked him ; and at 
that time the weather was hot, and then she called 
auto her a gentlewoman, and bade her to bring forth 
a pavilion; and so she did, and plight it upon the 
gravel. “ Sir,” said she, “ now may ye rest yon in 
this heat of the day.” Then be thanked her, and she 
j)nt off ids helm and his shield, and there he slept a 
great while. And then he awoke, and asked her if 
ihe had any meat; and she said, “ Yea, ye hall have 
meat enough.” And so there was set upon the table 
much .meat; and there was sp great pleuty, that sir 
Pereivjfle bad great marvel thereof, for there was all 
manner of meats that he con Id think on; also, be 
drank there the strangest wine that ever he drank, aa 
him thought, and therewithal he was a little chafed 
more than he ought to be: with that he beheld the 
gentlewoman, and him thought that she was the fairest 
creature that ever he saw. And then sir Percivaie 
proffered her love, and prayed her that she would be 
his love; and then she refused him in a manner 
when he required her, for because he should be the 
more ardent on her; and he ceased not to pray her 
of love. And when she saw him well chafed, then she 
•aid, u Sir Perdvale, wit ye well that I shall not 
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in lfil your will, but if ye swear from henceforth ye 
shall be my true servant, and to do nothing but that 
3 shall command you: will ye ensure me this, as ye 
be a true knight ?’— M Yea, fair lady,” said he, “ by 
the faith of my body.”—“ Well,” said she, “ now 
shall ye do with me whatsoever shall please yos; and 
now wit ye well that ye are the knight in the world 
that I most desired.” And then two 'squires were 
commanded to. make a bed in the midst of the pa¬ 
vilion, and anon she was unclothed and laid therein; 
and then sir Percivale laid him down by her naked, 
and by adventure and grace he saw his sword lie 
upon the ground all naked, in whose pommel was a 
red cross, and the sign of the cross therein, and be¬ 
thought him of his knighthood, and on his promise 
made beforehand unto the good man. Then he 
made a sign of the crow on his forehead, and there¬ 
withal the pavilion turned upside down; and then 
ft changed unto a smoke and a black cloud, and then 
lie wq dread, and cried out aloud. 


CHAP. LYin. 

How Sir Percivale, for Penance , rove himself 
through the Thigh ; and how the Damsel was 
known for the Devil. 

** FAIR sweet father, Jeso Christ, let me not be 
%hamed, that was near lost,* had not thy grace been.* 
And then hq looked into the ship, and saw her enter 
therein, which said, ** Sir Perdvale ye have betrayed 
toe.” And so she went, with the wind roaring and 
crying, that it seemed that all the water broke after 
her. Then sir Percivale made great sorrow, and 
dr ew his sword unto him, saying, “ Sifhence my flesh 
will be my master, 1 shall punish it,” and therewith 
he rove himself through the thigh, that the Mood 
started about him, and he said, “ Oh, good Lord, take 
this in compensation of that I have done against 
•hoe, my good Lord.” So then he clothed him, and 
•««ed him, and oalted himself wretch, saying, “Mew 
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< nigh I had lost that which I should never have gotten 
again, which is ray virginity; for that may never be re¬ 
covered after k be once lost.” And then he stopped Mb 
bleeding wound with a piece of his shirt. And that, 
as he made his moan, he saw the same ship from the 
' Orient come, that the good man . was in the day be¬ 
fore ; and then was the noble knight ashamed with 
himself, and therewith be fell into a swoon; and 
when he awoke be went onto him weakly, and there 
• he sainted this good man. And then he asked sir 
Percivale how he had done shh he departed froth 
' him. * Sir,” said he, “ here was a gentlewoman, 
that led me into deadly sin,” and told him all. 
“ Know ye not heri” said the old man. “ Nay,” 
said he, “ hot well I wot the head sent her hither, to 
shame me.”—“ Oh, good knight,” said he, “ thou art 
a fool; for that gentlewoman was the master ftend of 
hell; the which hath power over all devils, and that 
was the old lady that thou Rawest in thy vision, rid¬ 
ing upon a serpent.” Then he told sir Percivale how 
our Lord Jem Christ beat him out of heaven for his 
sin, the which was the most brightest angel of 
heaven ; and therefore he lost his heritage, and that 
was the champion that thou foughtest withal, the 
which had overcome thee, had not the grace of God 
beCn. Now beware, sir Percivale, and take this for 
an ensample.” And then the good man vanished 
away. Then sir Percivale took his armour, and en¬ 
tered into the ship, and so departed from thence. 


CHAP. LIX. 

flow Sir Xjavncelot went into a Chapel, where he 
' found dead , in a white Shirt , a Man of ReU- 
gion , of a hundred Winters old. 

NOW when the hermit had kept sir Launcelot 
three days, the hermit got him a horse, a helm, and 
a sword, and then he departed, about the hour of 
noon, and then he saw a Hjtle house ; and when he 
came near be saw a chapel, and there beside he saw 
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an old man, that was clothed all in white, fall richty? 
then sir Lanncelot said, “ God save you.”—“ God 
keep yon well,” said the good man, 11 and make you a 
good knight.” Then sir Launcelot alighted, and en¬ 
tered into a chapel, and there he saw an old man 
dead, in a white shirt, of passing fine cloth. “ Sir,” 
said he, “ this good man, that is here dead, ought not 
to be in such clothing as ye see him in, for that he 
break the oath of his order ; for he hath been more 
than a hundred winters a. religious man* And then 
the good man and sir Launcelot went into the chapel, 
and the good man took a stole about his neck, and a 
book, and then he conjured on that book, and with 
that they saw a hideons figure, and a horrible, that 
there was no man so hard-hearted, nor so hardy, but 
that he would have been afraid. Then said the fiend, 
" “ Thou, hast travailed me greatly ; now-tell me what 
thou wilt with me.”— 41 1 will,” said the good man, 
“ that thou tell me how my fellow became dead, and 
whether he be saved or damned.” Then lie said, 
with a horrible voice, “ he is not lost, but saved.” 
—“ How may that be,” said the good man, “it seem¬ 
ed to me that he lived not well, for he break bia 
order, for to wear a shirt, whereas, he ought to wear 
none: and who that trespasseth against our order 
doth not well.”—'“ Not so,” said the fiend, “ this 
man, that lieth here dead, was come of great lineage , 
anil.there was a lord, that hight the earl de Vale,- that 
held great war against this man's nephew* which 
hight Aguarng. And so this Aguarus saw that earl 
was4rigger than he, then went he for to take counsel 
of his- uncle, which-lieth now.dead, as ye may see; 
and. then he asked leave, and went, out . qf his her¬ 
mitage, for to maintain his nephew, the mighty earl; 
and so it happened, that this man, that liteth here 
dead, did so milch by his wisdom aud hardiness, that 
the earl was taken, end three of Ins lords, by foroe 
of this dead Man, 
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CHAP. LX. 

Bow Men would have hewn a dead Man, and it 
would not be; and how that Sir LuunciUH 
took the Hair of the dead Man . 

THEN was there peace between the earl and 
this Aguarus, and great surety, that the earl should 
never war against him. Then this dead man, that 
there lieth, came to this hermitage again; and then 
the earl made two of his nephews to be avenged 
upon this man. So they came upon a day, and found 
this dead man at the sacring of the mass, and they 
abode till he had said his mass, and then they set 
upon him, and drew out 'their swords for to have 
slain him. But there would no sword bite on him, 
no more than upon a gad of steel; for the high Lord, 
which he served, preserved him. Then made they 
a great fire, and did off his olothes, and the hair of 
His back : and then this dead man, the hermit, said 
unto them, “ Ween ye to burn me, it shall not lie 
in your power, nor to perish me as much as a 
thread, and there were any upon my body/’—“ No,* 
said one of them, “ it shall be essayed." And then 
they spoiled him, and put upon him this shirt, and 
threw him in the fire, and he lay all that night, till 
it was day, in that fire, and yet was he not dead. 
And so on Use morrow I came and found him dead, 
but I found neither thread nor skin perished, and so 
took him out of the fire with great fear, and laid 
him here, as yon may see: and now ye may suffer 
me to go my way, for 1 have told you the truth.” 
And then he departed, with a horrible tempest. 
Then was the good man and sir Launcelot more 
gladder than they were before, and then sir Launce¬ 
lot dwelled with the good man that night. “ Sir,” 
said the good man, u be ye not sir Launcelot da 
Lake V *—“ Yea, sir,” said he. “ What seek ye in 
this country V* said the good man. “ Sir,” said sir 
Launcelot, “ I go to seek the adventures of the Sanc- 
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greal.”—“Well,” said he, “seek it may--ye weB J 
but, though it were here, ye shall have no power to 
lee it, no more than a blind man should see a bright 
sword, and that is long of your sin, and else were 
ye more abler than any man living.” And then sir 
Launcelot began to weep. Then said the good' man, 
“ Were ye confessed silh ye entered into the quest of 
the Sancgreal.”—“ Yea,” said sir Launcelot. Then 
on the morrow, when tlie good man had sung hie 
mass, they bnricd the dead man. Then' said sir 
Launcelot, “Father, what shall I dot”—“ Now,” 
said the good man,- “ I require you to take this hair, 
that was this holy man's, and pat k next your skin, 
and greatly shall it prevail you.”—“ Sir, and I will 
do it,” said sir Launcelot. “ And I charge you,” said 
the good man, “ that ye eat no flesh as long as ye be 
In the quest of the holy Sancgreal, nor ye shall drink 
no wine, and that ye hear mass daily; and he. may 
do it.” So he took the hair and pat it upou him, and 
so lie departed at even-song time; and so he rode into 
a forest, and there he met with a gentlewoman riding 
upon a white palfrey, and she asked him, “ Sir knight, 
whither ride ye V —“ Certainly, damsel,” mid sir 
Launcelot, “ I wot not whither I ride, but as fortune 
leadeth me.”—“Ah! sir Launcelot,” said she, “I 
wot not what adventure ye seek, for ye were afore¬ 
time more nearer than ye be now; and yet thall ye see 
it more openly than ever ye did, and that shall ye un¬ 
derstand in short time.” Then sir Launcelot asked 
her where he might be harboured that night. “ Ye 
shall none find this day nor night, but to-morrow yo 
shall find good harbour, and ease you of that ye be 
in doubt of.” And then he commended her unto God- 
Then he rode till that lie came to a cross, and took 
that for his host, as for that night. 


Digitized by GoOgle 



KNIGHTS OF THE ROUND TABLE. 257 


CHAP. LXI. 

Of a Vision that sir Launcelot had, and how he 
told it to a Hermit , and desired Counsel of 
him. 

AND h4 put his horse to pasture, and took off Ms 
helm and his shield, and made his prayers to the cross, 
that he might never again fall in deadly sin. And so 
*■ he laid him down to sleep: and anon as he was asleep 
It befel him that be had a vision. That him thought 
there came a man before him all becompassed of 
stars, and that man had a crown of gold on his head, 
and that man led in his fellowship seven kings and 
two knights, and all these worshipped the cross, 
kneeling upon their knees, holding up their hands to¬ 
ward heaven^and all they said, “ Fair, sweet father 
of heaven, come and visit us, and yield unto us every 
each as we have deserved. w Then sir Launcelot* 

' looked up to heaven, and him seemed that the clouds 
opened, and that an old man came down with a 
company of angels and alight among them, and gave 
unto every each bis blessing, and called them his ser- 
■ vants, and good and true knights. And when this old 
man had said thus, he came to one of those knights 
. and said, ** I have lost all that I have set in thee ; for 
. thou hast ruled thee against me as a warrior, and used 
wrong wars with vain glory, more for the pleasure of 
the world than to please me; therefore thou shait be 
<• confounded without thou yield me my treasure.” All 
this vision saw sir Launcelot at the cross. And on the 
morrow he took his horse and rode till mid-day, and 
there by adventure he met with the same knight that 
took his horse, his helm, and his sword, when he 
slept, when the Sancgreal appeared afore the cross. 
And when sir Launcelot saw him, he saluted him not 
ftur, but cried on high, “ Knight, keep thee; for thou 
• hast done to me great unkindness.” And then they 
. put before them their spears, and sir Launcelot came 
-30 fiercely upon him, that he smote him and his horse 
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down to the earth, that he had alraort broken hi* 
neck. Then sir Lanncelot took the knight’s horse, 
that was his own beforehand, and descended from the 
horse that he sat upon, took his horse, and then tied 
the knight’s own horse to a tree, that he might find 
that horse when he was risen. Then sir Lanncelot 
rode till night, and by adventure he met a hermit, 
and each of them saluted other; and there he rested 
with that good man all night, and gave his horse such 
m he might get. Then said the good man unto sir 
Lanncelot, “ Of whence be ye V —“ Sir,” said be, 
“ I am of king Arthur’s court, and my name is air 
Lanncelot da Lake, that am in quest of the Sancgreal; 
and, therefore, T pray yon to counsel me of a vision, 
the whioh I .had at a cross.” And so he told him all* 


CHAP. LXII. 

How the Hermit expounded to Sir Launcclot Air 
Vision , and told him that Sir Galahad was his 
Son. 

“ NOW sir Lanncelot” said the good man, “ these 
thou slightest have anderstood the high lineage that 
thou art come of, and thy vision betokened) this: 
after the passion of Jew Christ forty yean, Joseph 
of Arimathy preached the victory of king Ewelahe, 
that he had in the battle the better of his enemies, 
and of the seven kings and the two knights. The 
first of them fa called Napae, a right holy man, and 
the second higbt Nacien, in remembrance of his 
grandstre, and in him dwelled oar Lord Jesn Christ; 
and the Hard was called Fellas le Grose, and the 
fourth bight Licias, and the fifth bight I ocas, he de¬ 
parted out his country and went into Wales, andante 
the daughter of Manuel, whereby he had the land of 
Gaul, and be came to dwell in this country, and of 
him came king Launodot thy grandstre, which there 
wedded the king’s daughter of Ireland, and be was as 
worthy a man as thou art, and of him cam e king Ban, 
Iby tether, the whioh was tec last of the aawoa 
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ldnga. And by tbee, sir Lanncelot, it rfgnifieth that 
the angels said, tbat thou were none of the seven fel¬ 
lowships : and the last was the ninth knight, he was 
signified to a lion, for he should pass all manner of 
earthly knights, that is sir Galahad, which tboa begat 
npon king Pelles’ daughter, and thon ought to thank 
God more than any man living, for an earthly sinner 
then bast no peer in knighthood, nor never shall be; 
bat little thanks hast thon given onto God for all the 
great virtues that God hath lent thee"—“ Sir,** saW 
sir Lanncelot, “ ye say dial the good knight is my 
aon.”—“ That ovgbtest thou to know," said the good 
man, M and no man better, for thou knewest the 
daughter of king Pelles is fleshly, and on her thon 
begattest Galahad, and that was be that at the feast 
of Pentercost sat in the perilous siege; and, there¬ 
fore, make thon it known openly that he is one 
of thy begetting on king Pelles' daughter, for that wiM 
be tby worship and honour unto thy kindred; and, I 
counsel you in no place press not upon him to have 
to do with him.”—“ Well,” said sir Lanncelot, “ mu 
seemeth tint good knight should pray for me to die 
high father, that I fall not to sin again .”—“ Trust 
thou well,” said the good man, “ that thou farest much 
the better for his prayer, but die son shall nut bear 
the Wickedness of the father, nor the father shall nut 
bear the widkednesa of the son, bat every each shall 
ben* faia own burthen; and, therefore, pray you only 
unto God, and he will help thee in all thy deeds.” 
And then sir Lanncelot and be went to supper and 
laid him to rest, and the hair pricked so sir Lance¬ 
lot's rirfn, that it grieved him fall sore, bat he took it 
daeekly, and suffered the pain. And so on the mor¬ 
row he heard his mam, and took Ids arms, and so 
took bis leave. 
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CHAP. LXIII. 

How Sir Launcelot jousted with many Knight *, 
and how he was taken . 

AND then he mounted upon his horse and rode 
into a forest, and held no highway; and as he looked 
before him he saw a fair plain, and beside that plain 
stood a fair castle, and before that castle were many 
pavilions of silk, and of divers hne. And him seemed 
that he saw there five hundred knights riding on 
horseback, and there were two parties: they that were 
.of the castle were all in black, their horses and their 
trappings black; and they that were without, were all 
upon white horses with white trappings. And every 
each hurled to other, whereas sir Launcelot marvelled 
greatly: and, at the last, he thought that they of the 
castle were put unto the worst; and then thought sir 
Launcelot to help the weaker part, in increasing of 
his chivalry. And so sir Launcelot thrust in among 
the parties of the castle, and smote down a knight, 
bo(h horse and man to (be earth; and then he rushed 
here and there, and did marvellous deeds of arms. 
And then he drew out his sword, and struck many 
knights to the earth, so that all those that saw him 
marvelled that ever one knight might do such deeds 
of arms. But always the white knights held them 
nigh about sir Launcelot, for to weary him and wind 
him. 

And, at the last, as a man might not ever endure, 
•ir Launcelot waxed so faint of fighting and of travel¬ 
ling, and was so weary of great deeds, that he might 
not UR up his arms for to gjve one stroke, so that he 
weened never to have borne arms. And then all they 
took him and led him away into a forest, and there 
they made him to alight and to rest him. And then 
all the fellowship of the castle were overcome foe 
the default of him: and then all they said unto dr 
Launcelot, " Blessed be God that he be now of oer 
fellowship, for we shall hold you in our prison/* 
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Afed so they left him with few words; and then sir 
Launcelot made great sorrow and said, “ Never till 
now was 1 at tournament nor jousts, but that I had the 
bettor, and now I am 'shamed;'* and then he said, 
** Now I am sure that I am more sinfuller than ever 
I was." Thus he rode sorrowing, and half a day he 
was in despair, till that he came into a deep valley; 
and when sir Lanncelot saw he might not ride op into 
the mountain, he alighted there under an apple-tree, 
and there he left his helm and his shield, and put his 
horse to pasture, and then he laid him down to sleep, 
and then he thought there came an old man before 
him which said, “ Ah, sir Launcelot, of evil faith and 
poor belief, wherefore is thy will turned toward thy 
deadly sin.** And when he had thus said, he vanished 
away, and sir Lanncelot wist not where he became. 
Then he armed him, and took his horse, and as he rode 
that way, he saw a chapel where was a recluse, which 
had a window that she might see np to the altar, and 
all aloud she called sir Launcelot, because he seemed 
a knight-errant. And then he came, and she asked 
him what he was, and of what place, and what he 
seeked. 


CHAP. LXTV. 

How Sir Launcelot told his Vision unto a Wo* 
man , and she expounded it unto him. 

AND then he told her altogether, word by word, 
and the truth how it befel him at the tournament, 
and after he told her his vision that he had that night 
jn his sleep, and prayed her for to tell him what it 
inigbt mean, for lie was not well content with it. 

Ah, sir Launcelot," said she, “ as long as ye were 
knight of earthly knighthood, ye were the most mar¬ 
vellous man of the world, and the most adventurous. 
Now," said the lady, •* sith that ye be set Among the 
.knights of heavenly adventures, if adventure fell the 
contrary of 4hat tournament, have thou no marvel, for 
that, tournament yesterday was but a tokening oi 
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oar Lord Jesus Christ, and not far then them wot 
none enchantment, for they at the tournament were 
earthly knights. The tournament was a token for to 
nee who should have most knights, either Etiasar, the 
am of good king Pelles, or Augustas, the son of 
king Harlon. But Eliazar was not clothed in white, 
and Augustus was clothed in black, the which were 
ooaoe : all what this betokeneth I shall tell thee. On 
the day of Pentecost, when king Arthur held bin 
court, it befei that earthly kings and knights took a 
tournament together, that is to say, the quest of the 
Sahcgreal. The earthly knights were they, the which- 
were clothed all in black, and the covering betok en e t h 
the sins, whereof they be not confessed; and they with 
the covering of white betokeneth virginity, and they 
that choose chastity, -and thus was the quest began in 
them. Then thou beholdeat the sinners and the good 
men; and when thou sawest the sinners overcome, 
thou inclines! unto that part, for pomp and pride of 
the world, and all that must be left in the quest; for In 
this quest thou shall have many fellows, and thy bet¬ 
ters, for thou art so feeble of evil trust and good be¬ 
lief. This made it when thou were there, where they 
took thee and led thee into the forest. And anon 
there appeared the Sanrgreal unto the white knights, 
but thou wert so feeble of good belief and faith, that 
thou might not abide it, for all the teaching of the 
good man, but anon thou turned unto the sinners; and 
thou caused thy misadventure that thou shoatdst know 
good from evil, and the vain glory of the world, the 
which is not worth a pear. And for great pride thou 
madest great sorrow tbou hadat not overcome all the 
white knights with the covering of white, by whom 
was betokened virginity and chastity; and, therefore, 
God was wrath with thee, for God loveth not such 
deeds in his quest. And this vision signified) that 
thou were of evil faith, and of poor belief, the which 
will make thee to fell into the deep pit of hell, if thou 
keep thee not. Now have I warned thee of thy vain 
glory, and of thy pride, that tbou hart many tinw 
erred against thy AUlser. Beware-of everlasting puk^ 


by Goode 



KNIGHTS OF THE ROUND TABLE. 90SI 

for of all earthly knights J have meat pity of thee; for 
I know well tboa hast not tby peer of any earthly 
sinful matt.” And so she commanded sir Launcelot 
to dinner: and after dinner he commended her unto 
God, and took his horse, and so rode into a deep 
valley, and there he saw a river and a high mountain, 
and throngb the water he must needs pass, the which 
was fall hideous; and then, in the name of God, he 
took the water with a good heart: and when be came 
over he'saw an armted knight, horse and man as black 
as any deer, and without any word speaking, he smote 
dr Laaoeelofs horse to the earth; and so he passed 
forth, and wist not where he became. And then he 
took his helm and his shield, and thanked God of hit 
adventure. 


CHAP. LXV. 

JHav Sir Gawaine was nigh weary of the Quest 
, qf the Sancgreal , and of his marvellous 
Dream. 

NOW when sir Gawaine was departed from 
hi* fellowship, he rode long without any adventure, 
for he found not the tenth part of adventures as he 
was wont to do; for sir Gawaine rode from Whitsun- 
day unto Michaelmas, and that while could he find 
none adventure that pleased him. So upon a day it 
hefel that dr Gawaine met with sir Ector de Maris, 
and either of them made great joy of other, so that it 
Were marvel to tell; and they two talked, the one 
Unto the other, and complained them greatly that they 
cotrid find none adventures. “ Truly,’* said sir 
Gawaine unto sir Ectrtr, “lam nigh weary of this 
quest, and loth I am to follow any further.**—“ One 
thing marvelleth me,** said sir Ector, “ I have met with 
twenty knights, fellows of mine, and they all complain 
as I do .**—** I marvel,’* said sir Gawaine, “ where 
dr Launcekrt, your brother is.’*—“ Truly,** said sir 
Ector, “ I cannot hear of him, nor of sir Galahad, 
sir Fercivale, nor of sir Bon.”—“ Let them be," s*W 
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air Gawaine, “ for they hare no earthly peers; aad If- 
one thing were not in sir Launcelot, he had no fellow 
of none earthly roan. Bat he is as we be, bat if that 
he-took more pain upon him. But, and if all these 
four-knights be met together, they 'will be loth thaf 
any men met with them; for, if those knights foil of 
' the Sancgreal, it is in waste of all the remnant of us 
knights of the round table to recover it.” Thus sir 
Ector de Maris, and sir Gawaine, rode more than 
eight days together; and, upon a Saturday, they found 
an old chapel, the which was all to wasted and 
broken, that it seemed that no man repaired thither, 
and -there -they alighted, and set their spears at the 
chapel door, and there those two knights entered 
into the chapel, and there they were in their orisons 
a great while; and soon after they set them down in 
the sieges of the chapel: and so as sir Ector and sir 
Gawaine spake of one tliiug and of other, for heavi¬ 
ness they fell on sleep; and there befel them both full 
strange and marvellous adventures in dreaming, and 
first of sir Gawaine: he seemed that he came into a 
meadow full of herbs and flowers, and there he saw 
a raok of bulls, to-the number of a hundred and fifty, 
the which were proud and black, save three of them 
were -white, and one of the three had a black spot; 
and the other two were so fair, and so white, that 
they might be no whiter. And these three bulls, 
which were so fair, were tied with two strong cords ; 
and the remnant of the bulls said among them, 
“ Let us go hence to seek better pasture.” And so 
some went, and soon came again; but they were so 
lean, that they might not stand upright. And, of the 
bulls that were so white, that one came again and 
no more. But when this white bull was come again 
among these other, there arose up a great cry for lack 
of wind that failed them; and so they departed, one 
here, and another there. This vision befel sir Gawaine 
that, night. 
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CHAP. LXVr. 

Of the Vision that Sir Ector de Maris had y anti 
hou> he jousted with Sir Uwaine les Avovtre* y 
his suarn Brother. ». 

BUT to sir Ector de Maris befel another vision, 
the contrary ; for it seemed him that bis brother, sir 
Lanncelot and he alighted out of one chair, and leapt 
open two horses : and the one said unto the other, 

“ Go we to seek that we shall not find.** And him 
thought that a man beat sir Laoncelot, and despoiled 
him, and clothed him in another array, the which 
was all full of knots, and set him upon an ass. And 
■so he rode till he came to the fairest well that ever 
he saw : and then sir Lanncelot alighted, and would 
have drinken of that well; and, when he stopped to 
drink of that water, the water «ank from him. And 
when sir Laoncelot saw that, he returned and went . 
thither from whence he came: aud, in the mean¬ 
while, tlms always sleeping, sir Ector dreamed that 
bis brother, sir Lanncelot, rode unto the time they 
came to a rich man’s house, whereas at that time was 
a wedding; and there he saw a king that said, 
“ Sir knight, here is no place for yon.” And then 
he turned again onto the chair that he came from. 
Thu9, within a little while, both sir Gawaine and sir 
Ector awaked ont of their sleep, and each of them 
told the other of their vision, the which marvelled 
them greatly. ** Truly,” said sir Ector, “ I shall 
never be merry till I hear tidings of my brother, sir 
Eiwncelot.” iso w, as they sat thus talking, they saw 
a hand shewing unto the elbow, and the hand was 
covered with red samite; and npon the same hand 
■bang a bridle,'not rich, and held within the fist a 
great candle, which burnt full clear, and so passed 
between them, and entered into the chapel; and then 
it vanished away, and they wist not where it be¬ 
came. And anon there came down a voice; which 
.•aid onto them, “ Knights, full of evil faith and poor 
VOL. II. N 
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of belief, these two things have failed yon; and, theta- 
fbre ye may not come unto the adventures of the 
holy Sancgreal.” Then first spake sir Gawaine, and 
•aid, “ Sir Ector, have ye heard these words V —- 
« Yea, truly,” said sir Ector, ” I have heard all. 
iSow go we,” said sir Ector, “ unto some hermit that 
will tell us of our vision; for it seemeth me we la¬ 
bour all in vain.” And then they departed, and rode 
Into a valley, and there they met with a ’squire that 
rode upon a hackney; and they saluted him fair and 
courteously. “ Sir,” said sir Gawaine, “ can ye teach 
us unto any hermit r—“ Here within a little mountain 
is one,” said the 'squire; “ but it is so rough, that 
there may no horse go thither; and, therefore, ye 
most go on foot. But there shall ye find a poor 
house; and there is Nacien, the hermit, which is the 
holiest man in all this country.” And so they de¬ 
parted either from the other; and then they came 
|n a valley, whereas they met with a knight well 
armed, which proffered them to joust as far as he saw 
them. ” In the name of God,” said sir Gawame, 
« sith I departed from Camelot there whs not any 
that proffered me to joust but one.”--” Now, sir,” 
aaid sir Ector, “let me joust with him.”—'“Nay” 
aaid sir Gawaine, “ ye shall not, but if I be beaten: 
it not forthink me then if ye go after me.” And 
then either of them dressed to the other for to joust, 
and came together as fast as their horses might run, 
and brake their shields and their mails, and that one 
more than the other. And sir Gawaine was wounded 
in the left side; but the other knight was smitten 
through the breast, and the spear came out on the other 
aide; and so they fell both out of their saddles down 
to the ground, and, in the falling, they brake both 
their spears. Then anon sir Gawaine arose, and 
get his hand unto his sword, and cast his shield be¬ 
fore him: but all for naught was it; for the knight 
■had no power for to arise against him. Then said 
air Gawaine, “ Ye must yield you as an overcome 
man, or else I may slay you.”—Ah! sir knight,” 
aaid he, “ I am hut dead. For God's sake, and <rf 
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four gentleness, lead me here by unto an abbey, (hat 
I may receive my Creator /*—“ shr,” said ah* Ga- 
Vaitre, I know not of any house of religion here by.** 
“ Sir,” sad the knight, “ set rae npen a horse bo* 
tore, and I shall teach you the way.” Then sir Ga- 
waine set him np in the saddle; and so sir Gawaine 
heaped upoa the same horse, behind hhn, for to sustain 
him. And so long they rode till they came to an 
abbey, whereas they- were received ; and anon to is 
wounded knight was unarmed, and received his Cre¬ 
ator and Maker. Then this knight that was wounded 
to death prayed sir Gawaine to draw out of his body 
toe truncheon of the spear. Then sir Gawaine asked 
him what manner of knight he was, and what was 
his name, as he th.it knew him not. Then the hurt 
knight answered, “ I am ” said he, “ of king Arthur’s 
court, and have been a fellow of toe round table, 
and thou and I were sworn brethren together; abd 
now, sir Gawaine, thou hast slain me. And wit you 
well that my name is sir Ewaine le Avontres, which 
sometime was son unto king Urience, and have la¬ 
boured me in quest of the Sancgreal, as thyself, sir 
Gawaine, and many other knights have done. And 
my death 1 pray to God he will forgive it thee; for 
bow from henceforth it shall be said, that toe one 
rfWorn brother hath slain the other.” 


CHAP. LXYII. 

How Sir Gawaine and Sir Ector came unto a 
Hermitage for to be confessed ; and how they 
shewed to the Hermit their Visions. 

. •* ALAS!” said sir Gawaine, “ that ever this mis¬ 
adventure is thus befallen ine.”—“ No force,” said 
dr Uwaine ; “ sithd shall die this death, of a more 
worshipfoller man's hands might I not die. But 
when ye come unto the court recommend me unto 
my lord,' king Arthur, and onto all those of the round 
table that be alive; and, for the old brotherhood, 
ttiinir on me.” Then sir Gawaine began to weep, 
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and in likewise did sir Ector; and then air Uwaine 
himself, and sir Gawaine together, drew out the 
truncheon of the spear, and anon the soul departed 
from the body. Then sir Gawajne and sir Ector right 
worsbipfully buried him as men ought to bnry a 
king’s son, and made his name to be written upon 
his tomb, and by whom he was slain. So then de*> 
parted sir Gawaine and sir Ector, as heavy as they 
might be for their misadventure. And so they rode 
till that they came unto the rough mountain, and there 
they tied their horses, and went on foot onto the her* 
mitage: and when they came up and saw a poor 
house, and beside the chapel there was a little.court- 
lage, whereas Nacien the hermit gathered worts, as 
he that had tasted none other meat of a great while. 
And when he espied the errant-kuights, he came. to¬ 
wards them, and full courteously saluted, them, and 
they him again. “ Fair lords,” said the hermit, “ w hat 
adventure hath brought you hither V *—“ Sir,” said 
air Gawaine, “ to speak with you for to be confes¬ 
sed.”—'“ Sirs,” said the hermit, “I am ready.” Then 
they told him so much, that he w ist w ell what they 
were; and then he thought for to counsel them if he 
might. Then began sir Gawaine first, and told him 
of his vision which he had in the chapel; and sir Ec¬ 
tor told him all, as it is before rehearsed. “ Si®*”, 
said the hermit unto sir Gawaine, “ Py the fair mea¬ 
dow and the rack therein ought to be understood the 
round table, and by the meadow ought to be under¬ 
stood humility and patience. Those be the thingg 
that be always green and quick ; for men may not, at 
any time, surmount nor overcome humility and pa¬ 
tience. Therefore was the rouud table ordained and 
found : and the chivalry hath been at all time* so, 
by the fraternity and brotherhood which was tbere^ 
that she might not be vanqnislted nor overcome : for 
men said that she was founded in patience and iiv 
humility. And at the rack did .eat a hundred and 
fifty bulls ; but they ate not in the meadow, because 
their hearts should be set and grounded of humility 
and patience: and all those bulls were very proud 
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and “black, except only three. By the bolls is to be 
Understood the fcllowshfy of the room! table, which; 
for their great sins and outrageous wickedness, be 
black. Blackness is for to say without good and vir* 
tnons works. And the three which were w hite bulls; 
except only one, the which was bespotted: the two 
white bulls betoken sir Galahad and sir Percivale; 
for they two be maidens, clean, without any spot or 
blemish: and the third, that had a spot, signified sir 
Bors de Ganis, which trespassed never but once in 
his virginity; but ever sithence he kept himself so 
well in chastity, that all his offence is forgiven him; 
and his misdeeds. And wherefore those three were 
tied by their necks ; for because that they be three 
knights in virginity and in chastity, and there is no 
manner of pride smitten in them. And all the black 
bulls, which said * Go we lienee,* they were those 
jvhicb, at Pentecost at the high feast, took upon them 
to go in the quest of the holy Sancgreal, without any 
confession; they might not euter into the moadowr 
of humility and patience; and, therefore, they-re¬ 
turned into the waste countries. That siguificth death. 
For there shall die many of them: every each of 
them shall slay the other of them for sin; and they 
that shall escape shall be so clean, that it shall be 
great marvel to see them. And of the-three bulls 
Without spot, the one shall come again, but the other 
two never.” 


CHAP. LXV1II. 

V How the Hermit, Nacien , expounded their 
Vision. 

THEN spake the hermit, Nacien, unto sir Ector de 
Maris, “ Sooth it is that sir Lanncelot and ye are 
coming down of one chair. The chair betokeneth 
mastership and lordship, the which he came down 
from. But ye two knights,” said the hermit, “ ye 
go. to seel; that ye shall never find, which is the Sanc- 
greal; for it is the secret thing of the Lord Jes«* 
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Christ. That is to mean, that sir Launcelot fell dows 
from his horse. He hath left pride/’ said the hermit^ 
u and hath taken him unto humility; for he hath 
cried mercy for ail his sins, and hath sore repented 
him t and our Lord hath visited and clothed him in 
his clothing, the which is full of knots. That is hard 
hair that he wearetb daily. And the ass that he rode 
upon is a beast of humility: for God would not rida 
upon any steed, nor upon any palfrey. So in eb* 
sample that an ass betokeneth meekness, that then 
sawest sir Launcelot, thy brother, ride upon in thy 
sleep, dreaming. And also die well, whereas the 
water sank from him when he should have taken 
thereof; and, when he saw that he might not have it, he 
returned thither from whence he came. For die 
well betokeneth the high grace of God; the more 
that men desire to take i', the more shall be tfaeiv 
desire. So, when he came nigh unto the Sancgretl; 
he meekened him as he that held him not a man wor¬ 
thy to be so nigh the holy vessel; for he had been so 
defiled in deadly sin by the space of many years.' 
Yet, when he kneeled down for to drink at the weH, 
there he saw great providence of the Sancgreal; and, 
because he had served so long the devil, he shall 
have vengeance twenty-four days long, for that hd 
hath been the devil’s servant twenty-four years. And 
then, soon alter, he shall return unto Camelot ont of 
this country, and there shall he say a p&rt of such 
things as he hath found. 

Now will 1 tell you what betokeneth the hand with 
the candle and the bridle ; that is ■ to understand the 
Holy Ghost, whereas charity is ever. And the bri¬ 
dle signified abstinence: for, when she is bridled 
in a Christian man’s heart, she holdeth him so short, 
that he falleth not into deadly sin. And the candle, 
which sheweth clearness and light, signifirth the right 
way of our Lord Jesus Christ.” And then he went 
and said, “ Knights of poor faith and wicked be¬ 
lief, these three things falleth chastity, abstinence, and 
truth; therefore, ye may not attain that high ad von* 
thro of the holy SancgrcaJ. 
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CHAP. LX1X. 

Of the good Counsel that the Hermit gat* 
unto them* 

“ CERTAINLY,” said sir Gawaine, “ soothljr 
have ye said, and that feel I openly. Now, I pray 
yon, good man and holy father, tell me why we met 
not with so many adventures as we were wont to do, 
and commonly have the better .”—■“ I shall tell you," 
said the good man, “ the adventure of the Sancgreal, 
which ye and many others have undertaken the quest 
thereof, and find it not; the cause is, for it appeareth 
not to sinners: wherefore marvel not, though ye fail 
thereof, and many others. For ye are an untrue 
knight, and a great murtherer, and to good men sig¬ 
nified other things than murther: for 1 dare well 
say, as sinful as sir Launcelot hath been, sith tliat he 
went in the quest of the Sancgreal, he never slew 
man, nor ever shall, till the time he route to Camelot 
again. For he hath taken upon him to forsake ain; 
and, were not that he is unstable, but by his thought 
he is like to turn again, should be next to achieve it, 
save sir Galahad, his son. But God knoweth well 
his thought and his nnstableneas, and yet shall he die 
a. fhU holy man ; and, no doubt, he hath no fellow 
♦f any earthly sinful Sir,” said sir Gawaine, 

** it seemoth me by your words, that, for our si us, it 
.will nothing avail us to travel in this quest,”—“ Tru¬ 
ly,” said the good man, “ there be a hundred such 
as ye be that never shall prevail but to have shame*'* 
And, when they heard these words, tiiey commended 
him to God. Then the good man. called again sir 
Gawaine, and said, “ It is long time past sith that 
ye were m&de knight, and never sith thou served thy 
Maker; and now thou art so old a tree, that in thee 
is neither loaf nor fruit: wherefore, bethink thee, 
that thou yield onto our Lord the bare rind, sith the 
fiend hath the leaves and the fruit.”—" Sir,” said dr 
Gawaine, " and I had leisure 1 would speak with 
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yon ; bnt my fellow here, sir Ector, is gone before, 
aud abideth me yonder beneath the hill.”—“ Well,” 
said the good man, “ thou wert better to be coun¬ 
selled.” Then sir Gawaine departed, and camc^ to 
sir Ector; and so they took their horses, and rode 
till they came to a foster’s house, which harboured 
them right well \ and, on the morrow, they departed 
from their host, and rode long or they could find any 
•adventure. 


"CHAP. LXX. 

How Sir Bors met with a Hermit; and how he 
was confessed unto him ; and of the Penance 
that was enjoined him . 

SO, when sir Bors was departed from Camelot, 
he met with a religious man riding upon an ass, and 
sir Bors saluted him. And anon the good man knew 
full well that he was one of tin; knights-eri ant, that 
was of the quest of the Sancgreal. “ W hat aie yeP* 
said the good man. “ Sir," said sir Bors, “ I am 
a knight that fam would be counselled in the quest 
of the Sancgreal; tor he shall have much earthly 
worship that may bring it to good end.”—“ Certain¬ 
ly,” said the good man, “ that is sooth; for he shall 
be the best knight of the world, and the fairest of all 
the fellowship: but wit ye well, there shall noue at¬ 
tain it but by cleanness; that is, pore confession.^ 
So rode they together till they came to a hermitage, 
and there he prayed sir Bors to dwell all that night 
with him. And so he alighted, and put away his 
armour, and prayed him that he might be confessed ; 
and so they went both into the chapel, and there he 
was clean confessed. And they ate bread and drank 
water together. “ Now,” said the good man, “ I 
pray thee that thou wilt eat none other till tbon ait 
at the table whereas the Sancgreal shall be.”—“ Sir/* 
said sir Bors, “ I agree me thereto: bat how wot 
ye that I shall sit there?”—Yes,” said the good 
mail, “ that know I well; but there shall be but few 
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Of your fellows with yon.**—“ Ali is welcome,** said 
air Bora, “ that God sendeth lue.”— 44 Also/* said 
the good mao, 44 instead of a shirt, and in sign o i 
chastity, ye shall wear a garment; thereof, 1 pray 
yon, do off all year clothes and your shirt.** And ao 
he did. And then be took him a scarlet coat, so 
that should be instead of a shirt, till that he had fal . 
filled the qnest of the Sanogreal. And the good man 
found him in so marvellous a life, and so stable, that 
he marvelled thereof, and felt that be was never cor¬ 
rupt in fleshly lusts, but in one time, that he begat 
Helaine le Blanche. Then be armed him, and took 
his leave, and so departed. And so, a little from 
thence, he looked up into a tree, and there he saw a 
passing great bird upon an old tree, and it was pasif 
ipg dry, without any leaves; and the bird sat above, 
And bad birds, the which were dead for hunger; so 
smote he himself with his bill, the which was great 
and sharp : and so the great bird bled till that he died 
among his birds. The young birds betoken die life by 
the blood of that great bird. When sir bors saw this, 
he wist well it was great tokening; for when he saw 
that the great bird did not arise, then be took his 
horse, and rode forth his way. So about even-song, 
by the adventure, he came unto a strong and high 
tower, «nd there was he lodged gladly. 


CHAP. LXXI. 

/Tow Sir Bors was lodged with a Lady, and how 
he took upon him for to fight against a Cham- 
pion for her Land . 

AND when he was unarmed they led him into a 
high tower, where was a fair and lusty young lady ? 
and she received him with great joy, and made him 
to sit down by her : and so he was set to his supper 
with flesh and many dainties. And when fir Bors 
saw that, he bethought him of his penance, and bade 
a /squire to luring him water; and so he did as ho 
wa» bidden, and he made soups therein, and tfi 
N 3 
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them. " Ah I” said the lady, “ I trow ye like not 
my meat.”—“ Yes, trnly,” said sir Bors, “ God 
thank yon, madambut I may eat no other meat 
this day.” Then she spoke no more as at that time, 
for she was loth to displease him. Then after supper 
they spake of one thing and other. 'With that there 
came a ’squire, and said, “ Madam, ye must purvey 
you to-morrow for a champion, for else your sister 
will have this castle, and also your lands, except ye 
can find a knight that will fight to-morrow in your 
quarrel against sir Pridan le N oire.” Then she made 
great sorrow, and said, u Ah! Lord God, wherefore 
grant you to hold my land, whereof I should now be 
disinherited without reason and right.” And when 
sir Bors had heard her say thus, he said, “ I shall 
comfort you.”—“ Sir,” said she, “ 1 shall tell you. 
There was here a king, that hight Aniause, the which 
held at this land in his keeping.' So it misliappened 
that he loved a gentlewoman, a great deal older than 
I am; so he took unto her all his land in keeping, 
and all his men to gov» rn, and she brought up many 
evil customs, whereby she put to death a great part 
of his kinsmen ; and when he saw that, he let chase 
her out of this land, and betook it to me, and all this 
liuidin my guiding. But anon as this worthy king Was 
dead, this other lady began to war upon rae> and 
hath destroyed many of my men, and turned them 
against me, that I have well nigh no men left, and I 
have nought else, but this high tower that she left me, 
and yet she hath promised me that she w ill have feia 
fewer, without 1 can find a knight to fight with her 
champion.”—“ Now tell me,” said sir Bors, “ what 
is that sir Pridan le Noire I”—“ Sir,” said she, “ he is 
fee most redoubted man of this land.”—“ Now may 
ye send her word that ye have found a knight that 
shall fight with that sir Pridan le Noire in God’s 
quarrel and your’s.” then fee lady was not a little 
glad, and sent word that she was purveyed. And 
t tat night sir Bors had good cheer, but tn no bed 
would he come, but laid him on the floor, uor ever 
would he. do otherwise till he had met with the 
Sancgreai. 
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ciiap. lxxii. 

Of a Vision that Sir Bars had that Night 
• and how he fought and overcame his Adver¬ 
sary. 

AND then anon as he was on sleep, a vision be- 
fel him; he thought there catne to him two birds, 
the one was as white as any swan, and the other was 
marvellous black, but it was not so great as the other, 
but in the likeness of a raven; then the white bird 
came to him, and said, “ If thou wouldcst give me 
meat, and serve me, \ should give thee all the riches 
of the world, and I should make thee as fair and as 
white as I am.” So the white bird departed and 
went away. And then there came to me the black 
bird, and said, “ And thou wilt serve me to-morrow, 
and have me in no despite, though I be black, for wit 
thou well that more availeth my blackness, than the 
other’s whiteness.” And then she departed. And 
he had another vision : he thought that he came unto 
a great place, which seemed a chapel, and there h<^ 
found a chair set on the left side, which was w r orm* 
eaten and feebic ; and on the right hand were two 
flowers, like to lilies, and the one would have taken 
from the other her w hiteness, but a good man parted 
them, that the one touched not the other. And then 
put of every flower came many flowers and fruit in 
great plenty. Then he thought the good man said,. 
‘‘ Should not he do great folly that would let these 
two flowers perish, for to succour the rotten tree that 
it fell not to the ground?”—“ Sir,” said he, “ it seem 
ieth me that this might not avail.”—“ Now keep thee 
\vell,” said the good man, “ that thou never see such 
an adventure befal thee.” Then sir Bors awaked, 
and made the sign of the cross in the midst of hi» 
Yorehead ; and so he arose and clothed him. And 
there came the lady of the place, and she saluted 
him, and sir Bors her again; and so they went to a 
chapel, and there heard their service. And anon 
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there came a company of knights that the lady had 
sent for, for to lead sir Bora onto battle. Then sir 
Bors asked for his armour; and, when be was armed, 
she prayed him for to take his refection. “ Nay, ma¬ 
dam,” said he, “ that shall I not do tilt I have done 
my battle, by the grace of God.” And so he leaped 
upon his horse; and so departed all the knights and 
men with him. And as soon as these ladies met to* 
gether, she which sir Bors should fight for, com* 
plained to her, and said, “ Madam ye have done me 
great wrong to believe me of my lands that king 
Aniaase gave me, and foil loth I am there should be 
any battle .”—** Ye shall not choose,” said the other 
lady, “ or else yonr knight shall withdraw him.** 
Then there was the cry made, u which party that had 
the better of those tw o knights, his lady should make 
all the lands to rejoice.” Now departed the knight 
here, and the other there; then they came together 
with such a random, that they pierced their shoulders 
and their hawbcrks, and their spears flew in piece*, 
and they wounded either other sore; then hnrtled 
they together, so that they fell both to the ground, 
and their horses between their legs. And anou they 
arose and set their hands to their swords, and smote 
each other upon the heads, that they made great 
wounds and deep, that the blood ran down by their 
bodies; for there fonnd sir Bors more greater de¬ 
fence in that knight than he weened, for that sir 
Pridan was a full good knight, and he wonnded sir 
Bors full evil, and he him again; but ever this sir 
Pridau held the fray in like hard; that perceived 
sir Bors, and suffered him till he was nigh attaint, 
and then he ran upon him more, and the other went 
backward for dread of death ; so in his withdrawing 
he fell upright, and sir Bors drew his helm so strongly 
that he rent it from his head, and gave him gieat 
strokes with the flat of his sword upon the visage, 
and bade him to yield, or else lie should slay him ; 
then he ciied for mercy, and said, “ Fair knight, for 
God's Jove, slay me nut, and I shall ensure thee never 
more to war against thy lady, but always shall km 
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towards her.” And sir Bora let him be. Then the 
<*M lady fled 'with all her knight*. 

CHAP LXXIII. 

How the Lady was restored unto her Jxinds by 
the Battle of Sir Bors, and of his departing? 
and how he met Sir Lionel taken and beaten 
with Thoms , and also of a Maid which should 
' have been devoured . 

SO then came sir Bors unto all that held lands of 
his lady, and said that he should destroy them, bat If 
they did such service unto her as belonged to her 
lands: so they did their homage, and they that would 
1 not were chaced out of their lauds. Then it bcfei 
that young lady to come to her estate again by 
the mighty prowess of sir Bors de Gauis. So when 
all the country was set in peace, then sir Bors took 
his leave and departed; and she thanked him greatly* 
and would have given him great riches, but he re¬ 
fused it. Then he rode all that day till night, and 
name unto a harbour unto a lady, which knew 
him well enough, and made of him great joy; anc| 
on the morrow, as soon as the day appeared, sir Bors 
departed from thence, and so rode into a forest unto 
the hour of mid-day ; and there befel him a marvel¬ 
lous adventure; so he met at the departing of two 
ways, two knights that led sir Lionel, his brother, alt 
naked, bound upon a strong hackney, and his hands 
bound before his breast, and every each of them hild 
In his hand thorns, wherewith they went beating him 
so sore, that the blood trailed down in more than a 
hundred place# of his body, so that he was all 
bloody before and behind; but he said never a 
Word, as he which was great of hurt, he suffered all 
that they did to him, as tlrongh lie had felt no an¬ 
guish. Anon sir Bors dressed him for* to rescue him 
that was Iris brother. And so he looked op the other 
.side of him, and saw a knight which brought a fair 
gentlewoman, apd would have set her in the thick*! 
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place of the forest, for to have been the more rare* 
oat of the way from tpem that sought him; and she/ 
which was nothing assured, cried, with a high voice, 
“ Saint Mary succour your maid.” And anon she 
espied whereas sir Bors de Ganis came riding; and 
when he came nigh her, she deemed that he was a 
knight of the round table, wherefore she hoped to 
have, h id some comfort: and then she conjured him 
by the faith that he owed to him in whose service ye 
are entered, and fo.r the faith that ye owe to the high 
order of knighthood, and for the noble king Ar¬ 
thur’s sake, which, as 1 suppose, made yoa a knight, 
that thou help me, and suffer me not to be ’shamed of 
this knight.”—When sir Bors heard her say thus, he 
had much sorrow, that he wist not what to do, “ For 
if I let my brother be in adventure, he most be slain, 
and that would l not for all the earth ; and if I help 
not the maid she is ’shamed for ever, and also she 
leaseth her virginity, the which she shall never get 
again.” Then lift he up his eyes, and said all weep¬ 
ing, u Fair sweet Lord Jesus Christ, whose liege-man 
I am, keep sir Lionel, my brother, that none of these 
knights slay him: and for pity of you and of your 
lady’s sake, I shall succour this maid.” 


CHAP. LXXIV. 

How Sir Bors left to rescue his Brother , and 
' went to rescue the Damsel; and how it was 
told that Sir Lionel was dead. 

AND so hedressed him unto the knight which led 
the gentlewoman, and then he cried to him, ** Sir 
knight, lay your hand off that maid, or else ye be but 
dead.” And then the knight set down the maid, and 
was all armed at all pieces, save he lacked his spear: 
then he dressed his shield, and drew out his sword; 
and sir Bors smote him so hard, that it went through 
his shield and habergeon on the left shoulder, and, 
through great strength, sir Bors beat him down to, 
the earth ; and, at the pulling out of sir Bors’ tpeuiv 
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Ahere he swooned. 1 hen came air Bore to the maid, 
and said, “ How aeemeth it yon of this knight, ye be 
delivered of him at this time.”—“ Now," said she, 
“ I pray you, lead me there as this knight had me.’ — 
** 1 shall gladly do it,” said sir Eors; and took the 
horse of the wounded knight, and set the gentlewomen 
upon him, and brought her there, as she desired to 
be. “ Sir knight,” said she, “ have better sped than 
ye weened : for, if 1 had lost my maidenliead five 
hundred men should have died for it.”—“ What knight 
was be that had you in the forest,” said sir B^rs. 

** By my faith,” said she, “ he is my cousin; so wot 
I not with what engine the fiend enchafed him, and 
yesterday he took /tie from iny father priv ily. For I 
nor.none of my father’s men mistrusted him; and if 
he had taken from me my maidenhead, he should have 
died for the sin, and his body ’shamed and dishonour¬ 
ed for ever.” As she stood thus talking with hifn, 
there came twelve knights seeking alter her. And 
anon she told them all, how sir Eors had delivered* 
her. Then made they great joy, and besought him to 
come to her father, a great lord, and he should be 
light welcome. “ Truly,” said sir Eors, “ that may 
not be at this time ; for I have a great adventure to 
do in this country.” So he commended them to God, 
and departed. So then sir Eors rode after sir Lionel, 
his brother, by the trace of their horses: thus he rode 
seeking 4 great while. Ihen he overtook a man 
which was clothed in a religious clothing, and rode 
upon a strong black horse, blacker than a bear, and 
said, “ Sir knight, what seek ye ?”—“ Sir,” said sir 
Burs, “ I seek my brother, that l saw within a little 
space ago beaten with two knights.”—“ Ah! sir 
Bore, discomfort you not, nor fall into any Vain 
hope, for I shall tell you tidings, such as they be- 
truly he is dead.” Then he shewed him a new slain 
body? lying in a thick bush, and it seemed him well' 
that it was the body of sir Lionel; and then he made- 
such sorrow, that he felt to the ground in a swoon, 
and lay there a great while. And when he came to 
iiimjelf again, be said, “ Fair brother, athence the 


Digitized by GoOgle 



m KING ARTHUR, AND IBS 

Company of yoa and me is departed, shall I nevetf 
have joy at my hehrt; and now he, that I have taken 
onto my fh rater, he be my help.” And when he had 
•aid thus, he took up the body in his arms, and pat 
it upon the arson of the saddle; and then he said unto 
the man, “ Canst thou tdl me the way onto some 
chapel, where that 1 may bury this body V *—“ Come 
on,” said the man, “ here is one fast byand no 
long they rode till they saw a fair tower, and before 
it there seemed an old feeble chapel, and then they 
alighted both, and put it into a tomb of marble. 


CHAP. LXXV. 

Bow Sir Bors told his Dream which he had 
dreamed unto a Priest , and of the good Cow* 
sel that the Priest gave him. 

“ NOW leave we him here,” said the good man, 
u and go we unto harbour till to-morrow, and then 
will we come hither again to do him service.” —» 
“ Sit-,” said sir Bors, “ be ye a priest?”—“ Yea,for¬ 
sooth,” said he. “ Then I pray yon,” raid sir Bors, 
“ that ye will tell me a dream which befel me the last 
night.”—“ Say on,” said he. Then sir Bors began to 
tell him of the great bird in the forest, and after told 
him of his birds, one white, another black; and of 
the rotten tree, and of the white flowers. “ Sir,” said 
the priest, “ I shall tell you a part now, and the 
other deal to-morrow. The white fowl betokeneth a 
gentlewoman, fair and rich, which loved thee as a 
paramour, and hath loved thee long: and if thon warn 
her love, she shall go die anon; if thon have no pity 
on her, that signifieth the great bird, the which shall 
make thee for to warn her. Now, for no fear, nor 
for ho dread, that thou hast of God, thon shaft not 
warn her, but thou wouldst not do it for to be holden 
chaste, for to conquer the praise and the vainglory 
of the world, for that shall befal thee now, if thoa 
warn her, that sir Launcelot, the good knight, thy 
coasin, shall die. And therefore men shall bow 
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tfchtthon art a manslayer, both of thy brother sir Li* 
onel, and of thy cousin sir Launcelot da Lake, ttie 
which thou mightest have saved and rescued fail 
easily, bat thoa weenest to rescue a maid which per- 
taineth nothing to thee. Now look thou, whether it 
had been greater harm of thy brother’s death, or else 
to have Buffered her for to have lost her maidenhead.” 
Then he asked him, “ Hast thou heard the tokens of 
thy dream, the which I have told thee.”—“ Yea, for¬ 
sooth,*” said sir Bors, ** all your exposition and de¬ 
claration of my dream, I have well understood and 
-heard.” Then said the man in the black clothing, 
“ Then is it in my default, if sir Launcelot, thy cow 
rsin,die.”—“ Sir,” said sir Bors, “ that were me loth ; 
for wit ye well, there is nothing in the world but I 
had leaver do it than to see my lord sir launcelot to 
die in my default.”—“ Cliuse je now the one or the 
other,” said the good man. And then he led sir Bor^s 
into a high tower, and there he found knights and 
ladies. “ Those ladies,” said he, ** werp welcome.” 
And so they unarmed him; and, when he was in his 
doublet, men brought him a mantle, furred with er¬ 
mines, and put it about him; and then they made 
him good cheer, that he had forgoUen all his sorrow 
and anguish, and only Bet his heart in these delights 
.and dainties, and took no more thought for his bro¬ 
ther, sir Lionel, neither for sir Launcelot, his cousin: 
and anon came oat of a chamber to him the fairest 
.lady that ever he saw, and more richer be*cen than 
.ever he saw queen Guenever, or any other lady of 
estate. “ Lo! sir Bors,” said they, “ here is the lady 
to whom we owe all our service, and I trow she be 
the richest lady, and the fairest of the world, and 
the lady which loveth yon best above all other 
• knights, for she will have no knight but you.” And 
when he understood that language, he was all abash¬ 
ed not, for then she sainted him, and he her; and 
then-they sat down together, and spake of many 
things, insomuch that she besought him to be her 
love, for she had loved him above all earthly men, 
And she should make him richer than ever was man 
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of hit age. Whensir Bors understood her words, he 
was right evil at ease, which in no manner would 
not break his chastity, so he wist not bow to answts 
her. 


CHAP. LX XVI. 

Jffow the Devil , in a Woman's Likeness, would 
have had Sir Bors to have lain by her, and 
how by God*s Grace he escaped. 

“ ALAS!” said she, “ sir Bors, shall ye not dB 
my will r—“ Madam,” said sir Bors, “ there is no 
lady in the world whose will I will fulfil aa of this 
tiling; for my brother licth dead, which was late 
•lain .”—# Ah! sir Bors,” said she, “I have loved 
you < for the great beauty I hs»ve seen in you, and 
great the hardiness I have heard of you, that need* 
ye must lie by rae tiris night, and therefore I pray 
you grant i| me.”—•“ Truly," said sir Bors, “ I shall 
not do k in no manner of wise.” 1 Then she made 
such sorrbw, as though she would have died. “ Well* 
sir Bors/? said she, “ unto this have ye brought me 
nigh to mine, endand therewith die took him by 
the hand, and hade him behold her, and ye shall see 
how I shall die for your love. " Ah!” said sir Bow* 
“ that shall I never see.” Then she departed, and 
went «p into- a high battlement, and led w*Ui her 
twelve gohtlewomen; and, when they were above, 
one of the women cried and said, “ Ah! sir Bow,, 
gentle knight, have mercy on us aH, and suffer my 
lady to have her will; and, if ye do not, we most 
•after death with our lady, for to fitll down from thin 
Ugh tower; and, if ye saffer as to die for so little a 
thing, all ladies and gentlewomen will say of you dis¬ 
honour.” 1 Then sir Bors looked upwards, and they 
seemed all ladles of great estate and riches, and Well 
beseen. Then had he -of them great pity. Not for 
that he whs 1 counselled within himself, that lever than 
he had lost his soul, they had all lost their souls. And 
■o wjth that they fell down all at once to the earth. 


3y Google 



KNIGHTS GT THE ROUND TABLE, fit* 

And when be mw that sodden chance, he was right 
•ore abashed, and had thereof right great marvel; 
and with that he blessed his body and his visage: and 
be beard a full great noise, and a great cry, as though 
all the fiends of hell had been about him ; and there¬ 
with he saw neither tower, nor lady, nor gentlewo¬ 
men, nor no chapel, where he did bring his brother 
unto. Then held he up both his hands to heaven, and 
said, “ Fair father, God, I am right grievously 
escapedand then be took his arms and his horse, 
and rode forth his way. Then he heard a clock smite 
on his right hand, and thither he came to an abbey 
on his right hand, closed with high walls, and there 
he was let in. Then they supposed that was one of 
the quest of the Sancgreal; so they led him Into A 
chamber, and unarmed him. ** Sir,” said sir Bors, “ if 
that there be a holy man in this house, I pray yoff 
let me speak with him.” Then one of them led him 
unto the abbot, which was in a chapel, and then sir 
Bors saluted him, and he Mm again. Sir Bors said, “ I 
am a fnight-errant,” and told him all the adventnr* 
that he had seen. “ Sir knight,” said the abbot, “ I 
wot not what ye be, for 1 weened never that a knight 
Of your age might have been so strong in the grace- 
of our Lord Jesn Christ, not for then ye shall go unto 
your rest; for I will not counsel you this day, it la 
too late, and to-morrow I shall counsel you as I can-? 


CILAP. LXXVII. 

Of the holy Communication of an Abbot unto Sir 
Bors , and how the Abbot counselled him . 

AND that night was sir Bors richly served. And 
on the morrow early he Ireard mass, and then the 
abbot came to him and bade him good morrow* 
ami sir Bors to him again. And then he told him 
that he was a fellow of the quest of the Sancgreal* 
and how he had charge of a holy roan to eat bread 
and water ; then our Lord Jesus Christ shewed Mm 
aato yos in likeness- of, a soul that suffered great ah* 
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guish for us sith he was pat upon the cross, and bled 
his heart blood for mankind. There was the token 
and the likeness of the Sancgrcal that appeared before 
you, for the blood that the great soul bled revived 
the chickens from death to, life; and by the bare 
tree is betokened the world, which is naked and 
without fruit, but if it come of oof Lord Jesu 
Christ; also the lady, for whom ye fought, and king 
Aniause wliieh was lord there before, betokeneth 
Jesus Christ, which is king of the world; and that 
ye fought with the champion for the lady, this it 
doth betoken : for when ye took the battle for the 
lady* by her ye shall understand the new law of 
Jesus Christ and holy church; and by the other law 
ye shall understand the old law and the fiend which 
all day warreth against the holy church, for ye did 
the battle with right; for ye be Jesus Christ’s knights, 
therefore ye ought to be defenders of the holy church ; 
and by the black bird might be understood the holy 
church, which saith I am black, but she is right f.iir 
and beautiful; and by die white bird that ye saw 
might men understand Satan, the fiend of hell; and 
I shall tell you, the swan is white w ithout, and black 
within. It is hypocrisy, which is without yellow or 
pale, and seemeth without, in manner and condition, 
the very servants of Jesus Christ; but they" be with* 
opt a horrible filth, and sin and beguile the world 
full evil. And when the fiend appeared to thee in 
the likeness of a man of religion, and blasphemed 
thee, that thou left thy brother tor a lady, so led tbee 
where thou seemed thy brother was slain, but he is 
yet On live; and all was for to put thee in error, and 
bring thee unto vain hope and lechery, for he knew 
that thou wert tender hearted : and all was, that thou 
shouldst not find the blessed adventure of the Sauo> 
geeal. Aud the third fowl betokeneth the strong bat* 
tie against the fair ladies, which were all devils. Also 
the dry tree and the white lily: the dry tree betoken* 
eth thy brother, sir Lionel, which is dry without virtue; 
and therefore many men ought to call him the rotten 
ixeef and the worm-eaten tree, for he is a murthercr. 
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And doth contrary to the order of knighthood. And 
the two white flowers signify two maidens, the one 
is a knight which was wounded the other day, and 
the other is the gentlewoman, which ye received!} 
and why the other flower drew nigh the other, that 
was the knight which would have defiled her, and 
himself both. And sir Bora, ye had been a 'great 
fool, and in great peril to have seen those two flowers 
perish for to succour the rotten tree; for and they 
had sinned together, they h id been damned, and for 
that ye received them both, men might call you a 
very good knight and servant of Jesu Christ." 


CHAP. LXXVIII. 

How Sir Bors met with his Brother , Sir Lionel, 
and how Sir Lionel would have slain Sir Bors, 
his Brother . 

THEN went sir Bors from thence, and commended 
the abbot uuto God, and then he rode all that day 
and harboured with an old lady: and on the mor¬ 
row he rode unto the castle in a valley, and there he 
met with a yeoman going a great pace toward a fo¬ 
rest, “ Tell me/' said sir Bors, “ canst thou tell 
me of an adventure V* —“ Sir/' said he, “ here shall 
be under this castle a great and a marvellous tourna¬ 
ment."—“ Of what folks shall it be?” said sir Bors. 
“ The Earl of Plaines shall be on the one part, and 
the ladies nephew of Ueruin on the other part." 
Then sir Bors thought to be there if he might meet 
with his brother, sir Lionel, or any of his fellowship, 
which were in the quest of the Sancgreai: and then 
he turned to a hermitage that was in the entry of 
the forest; and, wheu he was come thither, he found 
there sir Lionel, his brother, which sate all armed at 
the entry of the chapel door, for to abide there har¬ 
bour till upon the morrow that the tournament should 
be. And when sir Bors saw him, he had great joy 
of litm, that it was marvel to tell of his great joy; 
and then he alighted off his horse, and said, “ Fair 
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brother, when came ye hither?* Anon as sir Lionel 
mw him, he said, “ Ah! sir Bors, ye may not make 
none avaunt; bat, as for you, I might have been 
tlain, hen ye saw two knights leading me away 
beating me, ye left me for to succour a gentlewoman, 
and suffered me in peril of death; for never before 
did no brother to an other so great an untruth. 
As for that misdeed, 1 now ensure you but death, for 
ye havejright well deserved it; therefore, keep thee 
from henceforth, and that shall ye find as soon as I 
am armed.'* When sir Bors understood his brother's 
wrath, he kuoeled down to the earth, and cried him 
mercy, holding up both his hands, and prayed him to 
forgive him his evil will. ** Nay,” said sir Lionel, 
“ that shall never be, and I may have the higher 
band, that I make a vow to God thou shalt have but 
death for it, for it were pity ye lived any longer.** 
Right so he went and took bis harness, and mounted 
upon his horse, and came afore him and said, “ Sir 
Bors, keep thee from me, for I shall do to thee as I 
should do to a felon or a traitor; for thou art the un- 
truest knight that ever came ont of so worthy a houso 
ns was king Bors de Ganis, which was onr father; 
therefore start upon thy horse, and so shalt thou be 
most at thine advantage ; and but if thou do so, I will 
ran upon thee there, as thou standest on foot, and so 
the shame shall be mine, aud the harm thine, bat of 
that sin I reckon not.’* When sir Bors saw that 
he must fight with hia brother, or else to die, he wist 
not what to do: then his heart counselled him not 
so to do, inasmuch as sir Lionel was borne ere he, 
wherefore he ought to bear him reverence. Yet kneel* 
ed he down afore sir Lionel’s horse’s feet, and said, 
** Fair brother, have m^rcy upon me, and slay me 
not; and have in remembrance the great love which 
ought t£ be between us twain.” What sir Bors said 
air Lionel cared not; for the fiend had brought him 
in such a will, that he should slay him. When sir 
Lionel saw he would none otherwise do, and that 
he would not rise to give him battle, he rushed over 
him; so that be smote sir Bors with hb horse’s feet 
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Upward to the earth, and hart him sore, that he 
twooned of distress, the which felt in himself to have 
died without confession. So when air Lionel saw 
this, he alighted from his horse for to have smitten off 
his head ; and so he took him by the helm, and would 
have rent it from his head. Then came the hermit 
running onto him, which was a good man, and of great 
age* and well had he heard all the words that were 
between them both, and so fell down upon him. 


CHAP. LXXIX. 

Row Sir Colgrevance fought against Sir Lionel 
to save Sir Bors, and how the Hermit was slain, 

THEN said he unto sir Lionel, “ Ah ! gentle 
knight, have mercy on me and on thy brother; for if 
thou slay hint thou shall be dead in sin, and that were 
sorrowful, for he Is one of the worthiest knights 
of the world, and one of the best conditioned. 0 — 
“ Now, so God me help,” said sir Lionel, “ sir priest, 
hut if you flCe from him I shall slay you, and he shall 
never the sooner be quit .”— f * Certainly,” said the 
good man, “ I have leaver that ye slay me than him; 
for of my death shall not be great harm, not half so 
much as of his.”—“ Well,” said sir Lionel, " I am 
agreed, and set his hand to bis sword, and smote him 
»o hard, that his head went backward.” Not for 
then he strained him not of his evil will, bnt took his 
brother by the helm, and unlaced' it to have stricken 
off his head, and had slain him without fail; but it 
happened that Sir Colgrevance, a knight of the round 
table, came at that time thither, as it was onr Lord’s 
will. And when he saw the good man slain, he 
marvelled much what it might be: and then he be¬ 
held how sir Lionel would have slain bis brother, 
and knew sir Bon, which he loved right well. Then 
start he down, and took sir Lionel by the shoulders, 
and drew him strongly back from sir Bors, and said, 
** Sir Lionel, will ye slay your brother, one of the 
worthiest knights of the world 1 that ought no good 
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man to softer.”—•“ Why,” said sir Lionel, “ trill yt 
let m ?; therefore, if ye intermit you in this, I shall 
slay you, and him after.”—“ Why,” said sir Colgre- 
vance, is this sooth that ye will slay him?”—“ Slay 
him 1 will,” said he ; “ who saith to the contrary? 
for he hath done so tnuch against me, that he hath 
well deserved it:” and so he ran upon him, and would 
have smitten him through the head. And sir Colgre- 
vance ran between them, and said, “ And ye be so 
hardy to do so any more, we two shall meddle toge¬ 
ther. ” When sir Lionel understood his words, he 
put his shield afore him, and asked him what he was; 
and he told him Colgrevance, one of his fellows. 
Then sir Lionel defied him, and gave him a great 
stroke through the helm; then he drew his sword, 
for he was a passing good knight, and defended him 
right manfully. So long endu ed the battle, that sir 
Bors arose up all anxiously, and beheld sir Colgre¬ 
vance the good knight fight with his brother for his 
quarrel. Then was he full sorry and heavy, and 
thonght if that sir Colgrevance slew him that was hit 
brother, he should never have joy; and if his brother 
slew sir Colgrevance, t e shame should ever be his. 
Then would he have risen for to have departed them, 
but he had not so much might to stand on his feet. 
So he abode so long, that sir Colgrevance had the 
worae ; for sir Lionel was of great chivalry and right 
hardy, and had pierced his hawberk and the helm, 
so that he abode hut death, for he had lost so much 
of his blood, that it was marvel that he might stand 
upright. Then he beheld sir Hors, which sate dress¬ 
ing him upward,and said, “ Ah! sir Bors, why come 
ye not to cast me out of peril of death, wherein I 
have pat me to succour you, which were right now 
nigh the death V *—“ Ceitainly,” said sir Lionel, “ that 
shall not avail you; for none of you shall be other's 
warrant, bnt that ye shall die both of my hands.” 
When sir Bors heard that he arose, and put on bis 
helm, then perceived he fii*t the hermit priest which 
was there slain; then made he a marvellous sorrow 
upon him. 
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CHAP. LXXX. 

How Sir Lionel slew Sir Colgrevance, and how 

after he would have slain his brother. Sir 

Bors . 

THEN oft cried sir Colgrevance upon sir Bon, 
apd said, “ Why will ye let me die for your sake, if 
R please you that I die for yoa, the death will please 
me better to save a worthy manwith that ^air 
Lionel smote off his helm. When sir Colgrevance 
saw that he might not escape, then he said, “ Fair 
Lord Jesu Christ, of that I have misdone have meity 
upon my sonl, for such sorrow that my heart suffer* 
eth for goodness, and for alms deeds that I would 
have done, be to me a ligament of penance onto my 
soaFs health.** At these words sir Lionel smote him 
so sore, that he bear him to the earth: so whet* he 
had slain sir Colgrevance, he ran upon Ms brother as 
a fiendly man, and gave him such a stroke, that he 
made him stoop. And he that was foil of humility 
prayed him for God’s sake to leave this battle: “ for 
and it befel, fair brother, that I slew yon, or ye me, 
we should be dead of that sin. Never God help, if 
1* have on thee mercy, if I may have the better,” said 
sir Lionel. Then sir Bors drew his sword all weep¬ 
ing, and said, 

M Fair brother, God knoweth mine intent. Ahl 
fair brother, ye have done foil evil to day to slay 
each a holy priest, the which never trespassed against 
yon. Also, ye have slain a gentle knight and one of 
our fellows, and well ye wot that I am not greatly 
afraid of yon, but I dread the wrath of God, and this 
is an unkindly war ; therefore, Lord God, I beseech, 
thee shew some miracle npon ns. Now God have 
mercy upon me, though I defend 7 my life against my 
brother.” With that sir Bors lifted np his sword, 
am) would have stricken his brother. 
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CHAP. LXXXI. 

Sow a Voice teas heard that charged Sir Bon 
not to touch him , and of a Cloud that came 
between them . 

THEN heard he a voice that said, “ Flee air 
Bora, and touch him not, or else thou shalt slay 
him/* Right bo alighted a cloud between them in 
the likeness of a fire, and a marvellous flame, that 
both their shields brent. Then were they sore afraid, 
so that they fell both to the earth, and lay there a 
great while in a swoon; and, when they came to 
themselves, sir Eors saw that his brother had no 
harm; then he held np his hands, for he dread sore 
that God had taken vengeance upon him. With that 
he heard a voice say, “ Sir Bors, go hence and bear 
thy brother no longer fellowship, but take thy way 
anon right to the sea, for sir Percivale abideth thee 
there.” Then he said to his brother, “ Brother, for¬ 
give me, for God’s love, all that l have trespassed 
against you.” Then he answered, “ God forgive it 
thee, and I do.” So sir Bors departed from him, 
and rode the next way to the sea; and at the last, by 
fortune, he came to an abbey which was nigh the 
sea. That night sir Bors rested him there; and in his 
sleep there came a voice unto him, and bid him go to 
the sea; he started up and made the sign of the cross 
on his forehead, and took his harness, and made ready 
his horse, and mounted upon him, and at a broken 
well he rode out; and he rode so long till he came to 
the sea. And upon the strand he found a ship' 
covered with white samite, and there he alighted and 
took him unto Jesu Christ; and, as soon as he en¬ 
tered into the ship, the ship departed into the sea, and 
went so fast, that him seemed the ship went flyiug. 
But it was anon so dark, that he might not see nor 
know no man; and so he slept till it was day: then 
he awaked, and saw in the midst of the ship a 
knight all armed, save his helm; and then he knew 
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that it was sir Percivale de Ganis, and then he made 
of him right great joy. But sir Percivale was all 
abashed of him, and asked him what he was. “ Ah, 
fair sir/' said sir Bors, “ do ye not know me I”—• 
" Certainly,” said he, ** I marvel how he came 
hither, bot if our Lord brouglrt you hither himself. 4 * 
Then sir Bors smiled and did oil his helm: and then 
air Percivale knew him, and either made of other 
great joy, that it was marvel to hear. Then sir Bors 
told him how that he came into the ship, and by 
whose admonishment: and either told other of their 
temptations as ye have heard before. So went they 
downward into the sea, one while backward and an¬ 
other White forward, and each comforting other, and 
oft were in their prayers: then said sir Percivale, 
u We lack nothing now but the good knight, dr 
Galahad.” 


CHAP. LXXXII. 

How Sir Galahad fought at a Tournament , and 
how he was known of Sir Gawaine and Sir 
Ector de Maris. 

AS, saith the history, that when sir Galahad had 
rbscaed sir Percivale from the twenty knights, he 
rode unto a waste forest, wherein he rode many 
journeys, and found there manj adventures, which 
he brought to an end. Then he took hie way to sea 
on a day; and H befel that he passed by a castle 
where was a tournament; but they without had done 
bo much, that they within were pat to the worst, yet 
they within were knights good enough. And when sir 
Galahdd saw that those within were at so great a 
mischief, that men slew them at the entry of the 
castle, then he thought to help them, and put forth 
his spear, and smote the first that he fell to the earth, 
and the spear brake all to pieces: then he drew his 
sword, and smote there as they were thickest; and so 
he did there wonderful deeds of arms, that they all 
marvelled thereof. Then it happened that sir Gawaine 
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and sir Ector de Maris were with the knights without; 
bat when he espied the white shield with the red 
cross, the one said to the other, “ Yonder is the good 
knight, sir Galahad: now be should be a great fool 
that would meet with him to fight/’ So, by adven¬ 
ture, he came by sir Gawaine, and he smote him so 
hard, that he cleave his helm, and the coif of the iron 
onto his head, so that air Gawaine fell to the earth; 
hot the stroke was great, that it slanted down to the 
earth, and carved the horse’s shoulder in two. ‘When 
sir Ector saw sir Gawaine down, he drew him aside, 
and thought it no wisdom for to abide him, and alio 
for natural love, because he was his uncle. Thus, 
through his great hardiness, he beat back all the 
knights without; and then they within came out and 
chased them all about. But when dr Galahad surwr 
that there would none turn again, he stole away 
privily, so that no man wist where he became. 
M Now, by my head,” said sir Gawaine unto sir Ector, 
“ the words are true that were said of sir Launcelot 
da Lake, that the sword which stuck in the stone 
should give me such a buffet, that I would not have 
it for the best castle that is in the world; and, cer¬ 
tainly, now it is proved true, for never before had I such 
a stroke of man’s hand .”— u Sir,” said sir Ector, “ me 
seemeth yon* quest is done.”—“And y oar's is not,” 
said sir Gawaine, “ but mine is done, I shall seek. 
no Anther.” Then sir Gawaine was borne into a' 
castle and unarmed him, and laid him in a rich bed, 
and a leech found, that he might live, and be whole 
within a month. Thus sir Gawaine and s^r Ector 
abode together, for sir Ector would not away till air 
Gawaine were whole. And the good knight dr Ga¬ 
lahad rode so long till that he came that night to the 
castle of Carbnecke, and it betel him that be was be¬ 
nighted in a hermitage; and so the good knight was 
full glad when he saw that it was a knight-errant. 80 
when they were at rest, there came a gentlewoman 
knocking at the door, and called sir Galahad. And 
so the good man came to the door to wit what she 
would. Then she called the hermit sir Ulfin: tf I 
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am a gentlewoman that would speak with the knight 
that i» with yon.* Then the good man awaked fir 
Galahad, and bid him arise and speak with a gentle* 
woman, which seemeth hath great need of yon. 
Then sir Galahad went to her, and asked her what . 
she would. « Sir Galahad,” said she, “ I will that 
ye arm yon, and mount upon your horse and follow 
me, for I will shew you within these three days the 
highest adventure that ever any knight saw.” Anon 
sir Galahad armed him, and took his horse and com¬ 
mended him to God, and bid the gentlewoman go* 
and he would follow there as she liked. 


CHAP. LXXXIII. 

Mow Sir Galahad rode with a Damsel, pnd coma 
into a Ship whereat Sir Bort and Sir Perd- 
vale were in. 

SO the damsel rode as fast as her palfrey might 
gallop, till that she came to the sea that was called 
Coilibe: and at night they came unto a castle in a 
valley i that was closed with running water, and with 
high and strong walls: and she entered into the 
castle with sir Galahad, and there had he great cheer, 
for the lady of that castle was the damsel’s lady. So 
when he was unarmed, the damsel said to the lady, 
“ Madam, shall we abide here this night.”—** Nay,” 
said she, “ but till he hath dined and slept a little.” 
So he eat, and slept till the maid called him, and 
armed him, by torch-light. And when the maid and 
he were both horsed, the lady took sir Galahad a fair 
shield and a rich. And so they departed from the 
castle, and rode till they came to the seaside; and 
there they found the ship where sir Bors and sir Per* 
civale were in, the which cried on the ship-board 
u Sir Galahad, ye be welcome, we have abidden you 
long.” And when he heard them, he asked them 
what they were. ** Sir,” said the damsel, “ leave your 
. horse here, and I shall leave mine; and took their 
qaddles and their bridles with them, and made a cross 
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on them, and so entered into the ship; and the two 
knights received him with great Joy, and every each 
knew other. And so the wind arose and drove them 
through the sea unto a marvellous place, and within 
a while it dawned: then sir Galahad took off his 
helm and his sword, and asked of his fellows from 
whence the fair ship came. “ Truly,” said they, ** ye 
wot as well as we, but of God’s grace.” And then 
they told every each to other of their adventures, and 
of their great temptation. ** Truly,*’ said sir Galahad, 
" ye are much bounden to God, for ye have escaped 
' great adventures; and had not the geutlcwomau beep, 
I had not come hither; for as for you, I weened never 
to have found in this strange country.*’—** Ah, sir 
Galahad,** said sir Bors, ** if that sir Launcelot, your 
father, were here, then were we well at ease, for then 
me seemeth we should lack nothing.”—That may not 
be,” said sir Galahad, “ bat if it please our Lord." 
And by then the ship went from the land of Logris, 
and, by adventure, it arrived up between two rocks, 
passing great and marvellous, but there they might 
not land, for there was a swallow of the sea, save 
there was another ship, and upon it they might go 
without danger. ** Go we thither,” said the gentle¬ 
woman, ** and there shall we see adventures; for so 
It is our Lord’s will.” And when they came thither, 
they found the ship rich enough, but they found nei- 
. ther man nor woman therein, but they found in the 
-end of the ship two fair letters written, which said 
a dreadful word and a marvellous. ** Thou man 
which shall enter into this ship, beware thou be in 
stedfast belief, for I ain faith; and, therefore, bewase 
how thou enterest, for and thou fail, I shall not help 
thee.”—** Then,” said the gentlewoman, “ wot ye 
what I am.”—“ Certainly,” said he, ** not to my wit¬ 
ting.”—“ Wit ye well,” said she, “ I am thy sister, 
that am daughter of king I’ellimore; and, therefore, 
wit ye well that ye are the man in the work! that 
I most like: and, if ye be not in perfect belief of 
Jesu Christ, and enter not to no manner ®f wise, for 
than should ye perish in the ship, for it Is 10 perfect 
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Kwiit suffer no sin In it.” And when lir Percivale 
knew that she was his sister, he was inwardly glad, 
and said, “ Fair sister, I shall enter therein, for if 
1 be a miscreatore, or an untrue knight, there shall I 
perish. 


CHAP. LXXXIV. 

1low Sir Galahad entered into the Ship , and of 
a fair Bed that was therein, with other mar¬ 
vellous things , and of a Sword. 

IN the meanwhile sir Galahad blessed him and 
entered therein; ‘ and then next the gentlewoman, 
and then sir Bors and sir Percivalc. And when they 
were therein, they found it so marvellous fair and 
rich, that they had great marvel thereof; and in the 
midst of die ship was a fair bed, and sir Galahad 
went thereto, and found there a crown of silk, and 
at the feet was a sword, fair and rich, and it was 
drawn out of the scabbard half a foot and more, apd 
the sword was of divers fashions, and the pommel 
was of stone, and there was in it ail manner of co¬ 
lours that any man might find, and every one of the 
' colours had divers virtues; and the scales of the haft 
weTfe of two ribs of divers beasts; the one beast was 
a serpent, which was conversant in Calidone, and is 
called the serpent of the fiend ; and the bone of him 
is of snch a virtue, that there is no hand that handled 
it shall never be weary or hurt: and the other beast 
is a fish, which is not right great, and haunteth the 
flood of Ousrates; and that fish is called Ortanar: 
and his bones be of such a manner of kind, that who 
that handluth them he shall have so much courage, 
that he shall never be weary, and he shall not think 
on joy nor sorrow that he hath bad, but only the 
thing which he beholdeth before him. And as for 
this sword, there shall never no man begripe it to the 
handle bat one, but he shall pass all other. “ In the 
name of God,”, said sir Fercivale, I shall essay to 
jupdle it.” So he set his hand to the sword, bnt be 
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might not beg ripe it. “ By my faith,” mid he, * mm 
have I Viiiied.” Sir Bors set his hand to it and failed. 
Then air Galahad beheld the sword, and saw the 
letters as red as blood, that said, “ Let see who shall 
essay to draw me out of my scabbard; bat. if he 
be more hardier than other; and who that draweth 
me, wit ye well that be shall never fail of shame of 
his body, or be wounded onto the death.”— M By my 
faith,” said sir Galahad, “I would draw this sword 
out of the scabbard, but the offending is so great 
that I shall not set my hand thereto.”—“ Now, sir,” 
said the gentlewoman, “ wit yc well that the drawing 
of this sword is warned unto all men, save unto you.** 
Also this ship arrived in the realm of Logria; and 
that time was deadly war between king Libor, which 
was father unto the maimed king, king Hurlame, 
which was a Saracen; but then was he newly Christ* 
ened, so that men held him afterwards one of the 
wittiest men of the world. 

And so, upon a day, it befel that king Labor and 
king Hurlame assembled their folks upon the sea, 
where this ship was arrived; and there king Hurlaaae 
was discomfited, and all his men slain, and he wan 
tflraid to be dead, and fled to his ship, and there he 
found his sword, and drew, and it came out, and 
found king Labor, the man in the world of nil 
Christendom, in whom was then the greatest faith. 
And when king Huriam saw king Labor, he drew 
his sword, and smote him upon the helm so hard, 
that he clave liim and his horse to the earth, with 
the first stroke of his sword: and so was in tbo 
realm of Logris. And so befel great pestilence and 
great harm to both realms; for sith increased com 
nor grass, nor well nigh no fruit, nor in die water 
was no fish, wherefore men call it the lands of the 
two marshes, the waste land for the dolorous strokes. 
And when king Hurlame saw that this sword so 
kerving, he returned again to fetch the scabbard,' and 
so came into the ship, and entered and put the 
sword into the scabbard. And as soon as he had done 
•o, he fell down dead before the bed. Thus was the 
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•Word proved that none that drew K, but be were 
dead or maimed. So lay be there till a maid oamo 
into the ship and cast him oat; for there was no man 
so hardy of the world to enter into that ship fot the 
defence. 


CHAP. LXXXV. 

Of th* Marvels of the Sword and of the Scabbard. 

AND then beheld they the scabbard, which seemed 
to be of a serpent’s skin, and thereon were letters of 
gold and silver; and the girdle was bat poorly to 
account, and not able to sustain such a rich sword, 
ahd the letters said, “ He that shall wield me ought 
to be more hardier than any other, if that he bear 
me as truly as I ouglit to be borne; for the body of 
him which 1 ought to hang by, he shall not be shamed 
in no place while he is girded with tliis girdle, nor 
never none shall be so hhrdy to do away this girdle, 
for it ought not to be done away but by the hands of 
a maid, and that she be a king and queen’s'daughter, 
and she must be a maid all the days of her life, both 
is will and in deed; and, if she break her virginity, 
•he shall die the most villainous death that ever did 
any woman.”—“ Sir,” said sir Perdvale, “ turn this 
sword, that we may see what is on the other side.” 
And it was as red as blood, with black letters as any 
coal, which said, “ He that shall praise me most, 
most shall he find me to blame at a great necessity, 
and to whom I shall be most debonaire, shall I be 
most felon, and that shall be at one time.”—“ Fair 
brother,” said she onto sir Perdvale, “ it befel about 
forty years after the passion of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that Naden, the brother in law of king Mordrains, 
was borne into a town more than four days journey 
from his country, by the commandment of our Lord, 
into an isle, in the parts of the west, that men call 
the Isle of Tumance. So it befel that he found this 
rinp at the entrance of a rock, and therein found he 
this bed, and the sword as we have heard now, not 
O 3 
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for then he had not so much hardiness to draw ib 
And there be dwelled eight days, and at the ninth 
day there fell a great wind th?t departed him ont erf 
the isle,, and bronght him to another isle, by a rock, 
and there he fonnd the greatest giant that ever man 
saw; therewith came that horrible giant for to slay 
him; and then he looked about him and might not 
fly, and he had nothing for to defend him with: so he 
ran to his sword; and, when he saw it naked, be 
praised it much, and then he shook it, and therewith 
he broke it in the middle. “ Ah !** said sir Nacien, 
m the thing that I most praised ought I now most to 
blame.” And therewith he threw the pieces of the 
•Word over this bed. 

And after he leaped over a brook for to fight with 
the giant, and slew him. And anon he entered into 
die ship again, and then the wind arose and drove 
him through the sea, that by adventure he came unto 
another ship, whereas king Mordrains was in, the 
which had been tempted full evil with a fiend, in die 
port of a perilous rock. Aud when the one saw the 
other, they made great joy the one of the other, and 
either told other of their adventures, and the sword 
foiled him at his most need. When king Mordraiaa 
saw the sword he praised it much, but the breaking 
was not to do but by wickedness of thyself, for thou 
Art in some sin. And there he took the sword and set 
the pieces together, and they soldered together as fair 
as ever they were before; and there he put the sword 
in the scabbard, and laid it down upon the bed. 
Then heard they a voice that said, “ Go out of the 
•hip a little while, and enter into the other ship, for 
dread ye fall into deadly sin; for if ye be found In 
deadly sin ye may not escape, but perish.** And so 
they went into the other ship; and as Nacien went 
over the board, he was smitten with a sword on the 
right foot, that he fell down noseloog to the ship's 
board, and therewith he said, “ O Lord God, how 
am l hurt.'* And there came a voice, and said, 
“ Take thou that for thy forfeit that thou didst in 
drawing of this eWord; therefore thou reodvest a 
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wdund, for thou wert never worthy to handle it, 
the writer maketh mention.”—“ In the name of God,” 
said sir Galahad, ** ye are right wise in these 
works.’* 


CHAP. LXXXVI. 

How King Pelles was smitten through both 
the Thighs, because he drew the Sword , and 
of marvellous Histories , 

“ SIR,’’ said she, “ there was a king, that bight 
Pelles, the maimed king ; and, while he might ride, 
he supported mnch Christendom, and the holy 
church. So upon a day he hunted in a wood of his, 
which lasted unto the sea, and at the last he lost hia 
hounds and his knights, save only one, and there he 
and his knight went till that they come towards Ira* 
land, and there he found the ship. And when he 
saw the letters, and understood them, yet he entered, 
for he was right perfect of his life. But his knight 
had no hardiness to enter, and there he found this 
sword, and drew it out as much as ye may see; so 
therewithal entered a spear, wherewith be was smit¬ 
ten through both his thighs, and never sitfa might he 
be healed, nor nought shall before we come to him.' 
“Thus,” said she, “ was not king Pelles, yoqr grand- 
sire, maimed for his hardness.”—“ In the name of 
God, damsel,** said sir Galahad. So they went to¬ 
ward the bed to behold all about it, and above the 
feed’s head there hung two fair swords; also there 
were two spindles which were as white as any snow; 
and there were other that were as red as any blood, 
and other above as green as any emerald: of these 
colours were the spindles, and of natural colour 
within, and without any painting. “ These spin, 
dies,** said the damsel, “ were when sinful Eve came 
to gather fruit, for which Adam and she were pnt out 
of paradise, she took with her the bough on which the 
apple hung; then perceived she that the branch was 
for and green, and afee remembered her of the few* 
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that cam® from the tree; then she thought to keep the 
branch as long as she might, and because she had no 
•ofier to keep it in, die put it into the ground ; so by 
the will of our Lord, the branch grew to a great tree, 
within a little while and was as white as any snow; 
branches, boughs, and leaves, that it was a token a 
maid planted iu But after God came unto Adam, 
and. bade him know his wife fleshly, as nature re¬ 
quired. So lay Adam with his wife under the same 
tree; and anon the tree that was white became as 
green as any grass, and all that came of it. And in 
the same time that they meddled together, there was 
Abel begotten: thus was the tree long of green co¬ 
lour. And so it befel, many days after, under the 
same tree Cain slew his brother Abel, whereof befel 
Adi great marvel; for anon as Abel had received the 
death under the green tree, it lost the green colour 
and became red, and that was in tokening of th® 
Mood. Ami anon all the plants died thereof; but the 
tree grew, and waxed marvellous fair, and it was 
the fairest tree, and the most delectable that any man 
might behold; and so died the plants that grew out 
of it before the time that Abel was slain under if. So 
long endured the tree till that Solomon, king David’s 
son, iteigned, and held the land after his father. This 
Solomon was wise, and knew the virtues of stones 
and of trees: and so he knew the course of the stars, 
and many other things. This Solomon had an evii 
wife, wherethrough he weened that there had never 
been no good woman; and so he displeased them in 
his books. So a voice answered him once, * Solomon, 
if heaviness come unto a man by a woman, ye reckon 
thou never; for yet there shall come a woman, 
whereof there shall come greater joy onto man, « 
hundred times more than the heaviness giveth sorrow 
os heaviness; and the tame woman shall be bora 
of thy lineage.* 

u Then when king Solomon heard these words, ha 
held himself but a fool, and the truth he perceived 
by old books: also the Holy Ghost shewed him the 
coming of the glorious virgin Mary. The&.askad bt 
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«rf the voice ‘if it should be in the Hoe of his line* 
age.*—^ Kay/ said the voice} “ but there shall coma 
a. man which shall be of a pore maid, and the last 
of year blood, and he shall be as good a knight as 
was duke Jotme, thy brother-inlaw.* 


CHAP. LXXXVII. 

Mow Solomon took David’s Sword bp the Counsel 
of Ms Wife, and of other marvellous matters . 

“ KOW have I certified thee of that then stoodest 
In doubt. Then was Salomon glad that there shook! 
come soch a oae of his lineage, but ever he marvelled 
and studied who that should be, and what his name 
might be. His wife perceived that be studied, and 
thought that she would know it at some season ; and 
00 she awaited her time, and asked of him the cause 
of his studying; and there he told her all together 
how the voice told him.— 1 Well/ said she, 4 1 shall 
let a ship be made of the best wood, and most d*. 
fable that men may find.' So Solomon sent for all the 
best carpenters of the land. And when they had 
made the ship, the lady said onto Solomon, * Sir/ 
said she, * sitbence it is so that this knight ought to 
pass all other knights of chivalry, which have been 
before him, and also that Mi all come after him, 
moreover I shall tell you/ said she, * ye shall go into 
our Lord's temple, whereas is king David's sword, 
your father, the which is the marveliest and the 
sharpest that ever was taken in any knight's hand; 
therefore take that, and take ye off the pommel, anil 
thereto make ye a pommel of precious stones, that it 
be so subtlety made that no mao perceive it, but 
that they be all one; and after make a hilt so mar¬ 
vellously and wondrously, that ne man may know if, 
and after make a marvellous sheath. And when you 
have made all’ this, 1 shall let a girdle be made 
thereto, such as shall please you.’ And this king 
Solomon made it as she devised, both the ship and 
the remnant. And when the ship was ready In 
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the sea for to sail, the lady let make a great bed, 
and marvellona rich, and set her upon die bed's 
head, covered with silk, and laid the sword at the 
bed's, feet; and the girdles were of hemp* And 
therewith was the king angry. ‘ Sir, wit ye well/ 
said she, * that I have none so high a thing that were 
worthy to sustain so big a sword, and a maid shall 
bring other knights thereto; but I wot not when it 
shall be, nor w hat time/ And there she let a cover¬ 
ing be made to the ship of cloth, that shall never rot 
for no manner of weather. Yet went that lady and 
made a carpenter to come to that tree which Abel 
was slain under. * Now/ said she, * carve me out 
of this tree as much wood as will make me a spindle.* 
*AhI madam/ said the carpenter, ‘ this is the tree, 
the which our first mother planted/—* Do it/ aaid 
rile, * or else 1 shall destroy thee/ Anon as the car¬ 
penter began to work, there came out drops of blood, 
and then would he have left; but she would not suf- 
'fer him. And so he took away as mnch wood as 
might well make a spindle; and so she made him take 
as much of die green tree, and of the white tree. And 
when these three spindles were shapen, she made 
them to be fastened on the top of the bed. When 
Solomon saw this, be said to his wife, ‘ Ye have 
done marvellously; for, though all the world were 
here now, they could hot tell wherefore all this was 
made, but our Lord himself, and thou that hast done 
it, wotest not what it shall betoken/—‘ Now let it 
be/ said she, * for ye shall bear tidings sooner than 
ye ween/ 


CHAP. LXXXVIII. 

Of the wonderful Tale of King Solomon and 
his Wife . 

** That night lay king Solomon before the ship 
with a small fellowship. And when king Solomon 
Was on sleep, he thought there came from heaven a 
peat company of angels, and alighted into the ship, 
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and took water which was brought by an angel in a 
vessel of silver, and besprent all the ship; and after 
he .came to the sword, and drew letters in the hilts; 
and after went to the ship-board, and wrote there 
other letters, which said, “ Thon roan that wUt enter 
within roe, beware that thon be full within of faith, 
for I am bat faith and belief.’ When king Solomon 
espied these letters, he was sore abashed, so that he 
durst not enter, and so drew him back; and anon 
the ship was shoven into the sea, and it went ao fast 
that he lost the sight of it, within a little while. And 
then a little voice said, * Solomon, the last knight of 
thy lineage shall rest in this bed.’ Then went king 
Solomon and awaked his wife, and told her the ad- 
ventures of the ship.” 

Now saith the history, that a great while die three 
fellows beheld the bed and the three spindles; then 
they were of natural colours, without any manner of 
painting. Then they lift up a cloth which was above 
the ground, and there they found a rich purse by 
teeming; and sir Percivale took it, and therein be 
found a writing, and so he read it, and spake of the 
inanner of the spindles, and of the ship from whence 
It came, and by whom it was made. “ Now,” said 
sir Galahad, “ where shall we find the gentlewoman 
that shall make new girdles to the sword.”—“ Fair 
sir,” said sir Percivale’s sister, “ dismay you not, for 
by the leave of God I shall let a girdle be made to 
die sword, such a one as shall belong thereto.” And 
then she opened a box and took oat girdles, which 
were seemly wrought with golden threads; and there" 
upon were set full of precious atones, and a rich 
buckle of gold. “ Lo 1 lords,” said the gentlewomau, 

“ here is a girdle that ought to be set about the 
sword; and wit ye well that the greatest part of this 
girdle was made of my hair, the which I loved full 
well while I was a woman of the world; but as soon 
as I wist that this adventure was ordained me, I clip- 
ped off my hair, and made this girdle in the name of 
God."—“ Ye are well found,” said sir Bors, “ for 
indy ye bava put us out of a great pain, wherein 
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w> should have entered, nor had yoar teaddng 
been.” Then went the gentlewoman, and set it up 
on the girdle of the sword. “ Now,” said the three 
fellows, “ what is the right name of the sword, and 
what shall we rail it?”—“ Truly,” said she,.** the 
name of the sword is, the sword with the strange 
girdles, and the scabbard, mover of blood; for no 
man that hath blood in him shall never see the olio 
part of the scabbard which was made of the tree of 
Kfe.”—Then they said unto sir Galahad, ** In the 
name of Jesu Christ we pray you that ye gird yon 
with this sword, which hath been so much desired in 
the realm of Logris.”—“ Now let me begin,” said 
sir Galahad, ** to gripe this sword for to give yon 
courage; but wit ye well that it belongeth no more 
to me thah it doth to you.” And then he griped 
about it with his fingers a great deal: and then she 
girded him about the middle with the sword. ** Now 
reck I not, though I die; for now I hold me the 
blessed maidens of the w orld, which hath made then 
now the worthiest knights of the world.” ** Fair dam* 
sei,” said sir Galahad, ** ye have done so inueh, that 
I shall be your knight aH the days of my life.” Then 
they went from that ship, and went into the other 
ship. And anon the wind drove them into the sea n 
great pace, hnt they had no victuals; but it happened 
that they came on the morrow to a castle that men 
call Carteloise, that was in the marshes of Scotland; 
and, when they had passed the port, the gentlewoman 
said, ** Lords here be arriven, that and they wist that 
ye were of king Arthur’s court, ye should anon be 
essayed.”—** Damsel,” said sir Galahad, ** he that 
cast us out of the rode shall deliver us Drone them.” 1 
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CHAP. LXXXLX. 

How Sir Galahad and his Fellows came untd 
a Castle; and how they were fought withal; 
and how they slew their Enemies ; and of other 
Matters . 

SO it befel, u they spake thus, there came a 
'squire by them, and asked what they were; and they 
said they woe of king Arthur's court. “ Is that 
sooth/' said he. “ Now, by my head," said he, “ ye 
are evil arrived." And then returned he again onto 
the chief fortress; and within a while they heard a 
horn blow. Then a gentlewoman came to them, and 
naked them, of whence they came ? and they told 
her. << Fair lords," said she, “ return again if ye 
may, for God's love! for ye be come to yosr death." 
—•** Now,” said they, “ we will not turn again; for 
he shall help ns, in whose service we be entered." 
Then, as they stood thus talking, there came knights 
well armed, and bads them yield them, or else they 
would die. “ That yielding/' said they, “ shall be 
joyous to you." And therewithal they let their 
homes run together; and sir Perdvaie smote the 
foremost to the earth, and took his horse, and mount¬ 
ed upon him; and in likewise did sir Galahad. Also 
sir Bors served another so; for they had no horsey 
in the country; for they had left their horses, when 
they took their ship, in other countries. And so, when 
they were horsed, then they began to set upon them* 
And the knights of the castle fled into the strongest 
fortress, and the three knights followed after them 
into the castle; and so they alighted on foot, and with 
their swords slew them downright, and gat them into 
the hall. So, when they beheld the great multitude 
of people which they had slain, they held themselves 
great sinners. “ Certainly," said sir Bors, “ 1 ween 
and God had loved them, we should not have had 
power to have slain them thus; but they have done 
so much against our Lord, that he will not suffer 
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them to reign any longer.”-—" Say ye not ao, r nU 
sir Galahad, ** for, if they misdid against God, the 
vengeance is not ours, but to him which hath power 
thereof.” So came there out of a chamber a good 
man, which was a priest, and bare God's body in a 
cup ; and, when he saw the which lay dead in the 
hall, he was all abashed. And sir Galahad put off 
his helm, and kneeled down, and so did his two fel¬ 
lows. “ Sir,” said they, “ have ye no dread of ns ; 
for we be of the coart of king Arthur.” Then asked 
the good man, how they were slain so suddenly 1 and 
they told it him. “ Truly,” said the good man, " if 
ye might live as long as the world shall endure, nor 
might ye never have done so great an alms-deed as 
this,”—“ Sir,” said sir Galahad, “ 1 repent me much, 
inasmuch as they were christened.”—*" Nay, repeat 
ye not,” said he, " for they were not christened: 
and I shall tell you how 1 wot of this castle. Here 
was the earl Hernox but one year, and he had three 
sons, good knights of arms, and a daughter the fairest 
gentlewoman that men knew. So those three knights 
loved their sister so sore, that they bnrnt in love; 
and so they lay by her mangre her head: and be¬ 
cause die cried to her father they slew her, and took 
their father and put him in prison, and wounded him 
nigh unto the death, But a cousin of her*s rescued 
him. And then did they great untruth; for they slew 
priests and clerks, and made to beat down chapels, 
that our Lord's service might not be served nor said: 
and this same day their father sent to me for to bo 
confessed and houseled. But such shame had never 
man as 1 had this day with the three brethren. Bat 
the earl bade me suffer; for be said that they should 
no longer endure: for three servants of our Lord 
God should destroy them. And now it is brought to 
an end: and by this may yc wit, that our Lord is not 
displeased with your deeds.”—“ Certainly,” said air 
Galahad, " and it had not pleased our Lord, never 
would we have killed so many men in so little o 
while.” And then they brought the earl Ilernox oat 
of prison into the midst of the hall, which knew ttr 
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Galahad anon; and yet be had never seen him before, 
but by revelation of oar Lord. 


CHAP. XC. 

How the three Knights , with Sir Pcrcivale's 
Sister , came into the waste Forest; and of a 
Hart and four Lions; and of other Things. 

THEN began he to weep fall tenderly, and said, 
** Long have 1 abidden your coming; but, for God’s 
love, hold me in yoor arms, that my aoul may de¬ 
part oat of my body in so good a man's arms as ye 
be .”—** Gladly,” said sir Galahad. And then one 
said on high that all heard it, “ Sir Galahad, well 
hast thou avenged me on God's enemies. Now be- 
hoveth thee to go to the maimed king, as soon as 
thou mayest; for he shall receive by thee his health, 
the which had bidden so long.” And therewith the 
soul departed from the body; and sir Galahad made 
him to he buried as he onght to be. So departed the 
three knights, and sir Percivale’s sister with them; 
and so they came into a waste forest, and there they 
saw before them a white hart, which four lions led. 
Then they took diem to assent for to follow after, 
for to know whither they repaired. And so they rede 
after a great pace, till that they came to a valley, and 
thereby was a hermitage, whereas a good man dwell¬ 
ed; and the hart and the lions entered in also. So, 
when they saw all this, they turned unto the chapel, 
and saw the good man in a religious mood, and in 
the armour of our Lord; for he would sing mass of 
the Iloly Ghost: and so they entered and heard mass; 
and, at the secrets of that mass, they three saw the 
hart become a man, the which marvelled them, and 
set upon the altar in a rich siege; and saw the four 
lions changed, the one to the form of a man, and the 
other nnto the form of a lion, and the third unto an 
eagle, and the fourth was changed unto an ore. Then 
took they their siege whereas the hart sat, and went 
out through a glass window, and there was nothing 
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perished nor broken. And they heard a voice that 
said thus“ In such a manner entered the Son of 
God into the womb of the maid Mary, whose virgin¬ 
ity was not perished nor hurt.** And, when they 
heard these words, they fell down to the ground, and 
were astonished; and therewith was a great clear¬ 
ness: and, when they were come to themselves 
again, they went to the good man, and prayed him 
that he wonld tell them the truth. “ What thing 
have ye seen!” said he. And they told him all that 
they had seen. “ Ah! lords,” said he, “ ye are wel¬ 
come. Now wot I well ye be the good knight, the 
which shall bring the Sancgreal to an end; for ye 
be they to whom our Lord shall shew great secrets. 
And well oaght our Lord to be signified unto a hart; 
for the hart, when he is old, weareth young again 
into his white skin : right so cometh again our Lord 
from death to life; for he lost earthly flesh, that was 
the deadly flesh, which be had taken in the womb of 
the blessed Virgin Mary: and for that cause appeared 
our Lord as a white hart, without a spot. And the 
four that were with him is to understand the four 
evangelists, which set in writing part of Jesus Christ's 
deeds, that he did sometimes when he was among 
you an earthly man. For wit ye well, that never 
erst nor might no knight knew the truth; for often¬ 
times or this our Lord shewed him unto good men, 
and unto good knights, in likeness of a hart: but, 
I suppose, that, from henceforth, ye shall see him 
no more.” And then they joyed mnch, and dwelled 
there all that day ; and, on the morrow, when they 
had heard mass, they departed, and commended the 
good man onto God. And so they came nnto a castle, 
and passed by: so there came a knight armed, angl 
said, “ Lords, hearken what 1 shall say nnto you.” 
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CHAP. XCI. 

How they were desired of a strange Custom, the 
which they would not obey; and Juno they 
fought and slew many Knights, 

“THIS gentlewoman that ye lead with yon is n 
maid.”—•** Sir," said she, “ a maid I am." Then 
he took her by the bridle and said, “ By the holy 
dross, ye shall not escape me, before ye have yielded 
the custom of the castle.”—“ Let her go,” said sir 
Fercivate, “ ye be not wise: for a maid, in what 
place soever she cometh, she is free.” So, in the 
meanwhile, there came oat of the castle a ten or 
twelve knights, armed ; and with them came a gen* 
tlewoman which held a dish of silver. And then, 
“ This gentlewoman mast yield as the caitom of this 
castle.”—“ Sir,” said a knight, “ what maid that pass* 
eth hereby shall give this dish fall of blood of her 
right arm.”—“ Blame have ye,” said sir Galahad, 
** that brought op sach customs: and, so God me 
save, I ensure you, that of this gentlewoman ye shall 
failas long as I live.”—■** So God me help,” said sir 
Percivale, “ I had leaver be slain.”—■“ And I also,” 
said sir Borsl “ By my faith,” said the knight, 
M then shall ye die; for ye may not endure against 
us, though ye were the best knights of the world.” 
Then let they run each to other ; and the three fellows 
beat the ten knights, and then set their hands unto 
their swords, and beat them down, and slew them. 
Then there came oat of the castle well a threescore 
knights, all armed. “ Fair lords,” said the three 
fellows, “have mercy upon yourselves, and have 
net to do with us.”—“ Nay, fair lords,” said the 
knights of the castle, “ we counsel you to withdraw 
you; for ye are the best knights of the world; and, 
therefore, do ye no more. We will let you with this 
harm; bat we mast needs have the custom.”—“ Cer¬ 
tainly,” said sir Galahad; “ for nought speak ye 
Well,”—Said they, “ Will ye, die “ We be not 
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come thereto/’ said sir Galahad. Then began they 
to meddle together ; and sir Galahad, with the strange 
girdles, drew his sword, and smole on the right hand 
and on the left 4 hand, and slew whom that would 
abide him, and did such marvel, that there was none 
that saw him, bat that they weened he had been none 
earthly knight, but a monster. And his two fellows 
helped him passing well: and so they held their jour¬ 
ney every each in like hard, till that it was night- 
Then must they needs depart. So there came a good 
knight, and said to the three fellows, “If ye will 
come in to-night, and take snch harbour as here is, 
ye shall be right welcome; and we shall ensure you, 
by the faith of our bodies, as we are true knights, to 
leave you in snch estate to-morrow, as we find yon, 
without any falsehood: and, as soon as ye know of 
the custom, we dare say that ye will accord thereto.’* 
—“ Therefore, for God’s love,” said the gentlewo¬ 
man, “ go thither, and spare not for me.”—“ Go 
we,” said sir Galahad. And so they entered into the 
castle; and, when they were alighted, they made of 
them great joy. So, within a while, the three knights 
asked the custom of the castle, and wherefore it was. 
“ What it is,” «aid they, ** we will say you the 
truth.” 


chap. xcn. 

How Sir Percival&s Sister bled a Dish full of 
Blood for to heal a Gentlewoman , whereof she 
died ; and how the Body was put into a Ship • 

“ THERE is in this castle a gentlewoman, which 
we have; and this castle is heir’s, and many other 
more. So it befel many years ago, there fell upon 
her a malady; and, when she had lain a great while, 
she fell to a morsel, and of no leech she could have 
no remedy. But at the last an old man said, * And 
she might have a dish full of die blood of a maid and 
a clean virgin, in will and in work, and a king’s 
daughter, that blood would be her health, and for to 
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•noiut her therewith.’ And for tisi* thing wu this 
custom made.”—“ Now,” said sir Fercivale’s sister, 
“ fair knights, I see well that this gentlewoman is bat 
dead, but if she have so much of my blood.”—•“ Cer¬ 
tainly,” said sir Galahad, “ and if ye bleed so much 
as ye may die.”—“ Truly,” said she, “ and I die 
for to heal her, then shall I get me great worship and 
soul’s health, and worship unto my' lineage. And 
better is one harm than twain; and, therefore, there 
shall be no more battle : but, to-morrow, I shall yield 
you the custom of the castle.” 

And then there was great joy, more than ever 
there was afore: for else had there been mortal war 
on the morrow, notwithstanding she would none 
other, whether they would or not. AU that night 
were the three fellows eased with the best; and, on 
the morrow', they heard mass. And sir Perdvale’s 
sister bid bring forth the sick lady: so she was 
brought forth before her, which was full evil at ease. 
Then said she, “ Who shfill let me blood?” So anon 
there came one forth to let her blood; and she bled 
ap much, that the dish was foil. Then she lift up 
her hand and blessed her. And then she said unto 
the lady, “ Madam, I am come by my death to 
make you whole; for God’s love, pray for me.” 
With that she fell into a swoon. Then sir Galahad, 
sir Perdvale, and sir Bors, started up to her, and lift 
her up, and stenched her blood: but she had bled so 
much, that she might not live. Then, when she was 
awake, she said, “ Fair brother, sir Perdvale, I must 
die for the healing of this lady; so I require you that 
ye bury not me in this conntry; but, as soon as I am 
dead, put me in a boat at the next haven, and let 
me go as adventure will lead me; and as soon as ye 
three come to the city of Sarras, there to achieve the 
holy grail, ye shall find me under a tower arrived, 
and there bury me in the spiritual place. For, I say 
you so much, there shall sir Galahad be buried, and 
ye also in the same place.” So when sir Perdvale 
understood these words, he granted it her, weeping. 
And then said a voice: “ Lord and fellows* to-rnor* 
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row of prime, ye three shall depart from other, till 
the adventure bring you onto the maimed king.** 
Then asked she her Saviour, and, as soon as she had 
received him, the soul departed from the body. So 
the same day was the lady healed, when she was en« 
jointed with all. Then sir Percivale made a letter, 
of all that she had holpen them, ?s id strange adven¬ 
tures, and put it in her right hand, and so laid her 
in a barge, and covered it with silk; and so the wind 
arose, and drove the barge from the land, and all 
knights beheld it, till it was out of their sight. Then 
they drew all unto the castle: and so forthwith there 
fell a sudden tempest of thunder, lightning, and rain, 
as all the earth would have broken. So half the 
castle turned upside down ; so it passed even-song 
or the tempest was ceased. Then they saw before 
them a knight armed, and wounded hard in the body 
and in the head, that said, “ O Lord God, succour 
me, for now it is need.” After this knight came 
another knig ht and a dwarf, which cried to him afar, 
« Stand, ye may not escape.” Then the wounded 
knight held up his bands onto God, that he should 
not die in such tribulation. “ Truly,” said sir Ga¬ 
lahad, I shall succour him, for his sake that he 
calleth upon.”—“ Sir,” said sir Bors, “ I shall do it; 
for it is not for you: for he is but one knight.”— 
« sir,” said he, “ I grant.” So sir Bors took his 
horse, and commended him to God, and rode after 
to rescue the wounded knight. 


CHAP. XCIII. 

How Sir Galahad and Sir Percivale found, in 
a Castle , many Tombs of Maidens that had 
bled to Death, 

THE story saith, that all night sir Galahad and 
sir Perdvale were in a chapel, in their prayers, for 
to save sir Bors. So on the morrow they dressed 
them in their harness, toward the castle, for to wit 
what was betide of them therein ; and, whep they' 
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tame there, they found neither man nor woman hot 
that they were dead, by the vengeance of the Lord* 
With that they beard a voice, which said, “ Thia 
vengeance is for bloodshedding of maidens.** Also 
they fonnd, at the end of the chapel and church* 
yard, and therein they might see forty fair tombs. And 
that place was so fair, and so delectable, that it seem¬ 
ed them there had been no tempest: for there lay 
the bodies of all the dead maidens, which were mar 
tyred for the sick; also they found the name of every 
each of them, and of what blood they were come. 
And were all of king’s blood ; and twelve of them 
Were knights’ daughters. Then they departed, and 
Went into a forest. “ Now,” said sir Percivale unto 
sir Galahad, " we must depart; so pray we our Lord 
that we may meet together in short time.** Then 
took they off their helms, and kissed together, ami 
Wept at their departing. 


CHAP. xerv. 

How Sir Launcelot entered into the Ship when 
Sir Percivale?a Sister lay dead; and how he 
met with Sir Galahad, Ms Son . 

'THE story safth, that when sir Launcelot was 
come to the water of Morteise, as it is rehearsed be¬ 
fore, he was in great peril, and so he laid him down 
&nd slept, and took his adventure that God would 
send him. So when he was asleep, there came a vi¬ 
sion onto him, and said, M Launcelot, arise op, and 
take thine armour, and enter into the first ship that 
Ihoa shalt find.** And When he had heard these 
words, he started up, and saw a great clearness about 
him, and then he lift up his band, and blessed him; 
and so took his armour, and made him ready. And 
by- adventure he came by a strand, and found a ship, 
the which was without sail and oars ; and, as scon as 
he was within the ship, there he felt the most sweet* 
^ est‘savour that ever he felt, and he was filled with ( 
all 'things that he thonght on or desired. Then he 
VOL. II. P 
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Hid, ** Fair father, Jesns Christ, I wot not In what 
joy I am, for this joy passe th all earthly joys that ever 
2 was in ; and so in this joy he laid him down on the 
ship-board, and slept till day-light. And when he 
awoke, he found there a fair bed, and therein lying a 
gentlewoman dead, the which was sir PerdvaleVds* 
ter. And as sir Launcelot beheld her, he espied in 
her right hand a writing, the which he read, wherein 
he found all the adventures as ye have heard before, 
and of what lineage she was come. So with this gen¬ 
tlewoman sir Launcelot was a mouth and more. If 
ye would ask me how he lived, be that fed the people 
of Israel with manna in the desert, in likewise fed 
him. For every day, when he had said his prayers, he 
was sustained with the grace of the Holy Ghost. 

> So upon a night he went to play him by the water's 
aide, for he was somewhat weary of the ship, and 
then he listened, and heard a horse come, and one 
riding upon him; and, when he came nigh, he seemed 
a knight, and so he let him pass, and went there as 
ttie ship was; and there he alighted, and took the 
saddle and bridle,' and put the horse from him, and 
ynai into die ship. And then sir Launcelot went to¬ 
ward him, and said, “ Sir, ye be welcome.** And he 
answered and saluted him again, and asked him his 
name, for much my heart giveth unto yon. “ Truly,* 
•rid he, “my name is sir Launcelot du Lake.”— 
* Sir,” said he, “ then ye be welcome ; for ye were 
he beginning of me in this world .’*—“ Ah!” said rir 
Launcelot, “ are ye sir Galahad f*—“ Yea, forsooth,” 
arid he. And so be kneeled down and asked him Ida 
Messing, and after took off his helm, and kissed hinu 
And so there was great joy between them; for there 
Is no tongue can tell the joy that they made either of 
other, and many a friendly word was spoken betwee n 
than, as kind would, the which is no need here to 
be rehearsed; and there ever y each told other of their 
adventures and marvels that were befallen them in 
many journeys, sith they departed from the court. 
And anon as sir Galahad saw the gentlewoman dead 
to the bed, he knew her well enough, and told gf** 
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Worshiped her, and that iha was the beat maid Urine, 
and it waa great pity of her death. Bat when rir 
Lannoelot heard how the marvellous award waa got¬ 
ten, and who made it, and all the marvels reheaned 
before, then he prayed air Galahad, hia ion, that be 
would shew him the aword; and ao he did. And 
anon be lowed the pommei, the hilts, and the scate 
bard. “ Truly * aaid air L au ncdot, “ never dll new 
knew I of ao high adventnrea done, and ao marvel- 
lout and strange.'’ So dwelled air Lanneelot and air 
Galahad within that ahip half a year, and served God 
daily and nightly, with all their power. And oft they 
arrived in Mes, far from folk, where were but wild 
beasts; and there , they found many atrange adven¬ 
tures, and perilous, which they brought to an end. 
Bat becaaae thoae adventorea were with wild beasts, 
and not in the quest of the Sencgreal, therefore the 
tale maketh here no mention, for it would be long to 
tell thatbefel them. 


CHAP. XCV. 

Jfotc a Knight brought unto Sir Galahad m 
Horse, and bid him come from his Father , Sir 
\ Lanneelot. 

SO after, upon a Monday, it befel that they ar¬ 
rived in the edge of a forest, before a cross of atone, 
and then saw they a knight armed, all in white, and 
was richly horsed, and led in his right hand a white 
horse, and so be came to the ahip, and. sainted the two 
knights upon the high Lord's high behalf, and said, 
“Sir Galahad, ye have been long enough with yonr 
father, come, oat of the ship, and leap upon this 
horse/ and ride where the adventnrea shall lead thee 
in the quest of the Sancgreal.” Then he went onto 
hia father, and kissed him foil courteously, and said 
untobim. “lair father, I wot not when I shall see 
yon any more, dU that I see the body of purLord Je¬ 
an Christ.”—" I pray yon,” said sir Lanneelot, 
“pray yon ante the high Father, that he hold me in 
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bis service.” And so he took his horse, and there 
they heard a voice, that said, “ Think for to do well, 
for the one shall never see the other till the dreadful 
day of doom.”—“ Now my son, sir Galahad,” said 
sir Launcelot, “ sith we shall depart, and never see 
other more, I pray unto the high Father of heaves 
for to preserve both yon and me.”—“ Sir,” said air 
Galahad, “ no prayer availeth so much as yours.” And 
therewith sir Galahad entered into the forest; and the 
wind arose, and drove sir Launcelot more than a 
month throughout the sea, where be slept but little, 
and prayed unto God that he might have a sight of 
die holy 9ancgreai. So it befel, upon a night, at 
midnight, he arrived afore a castle, on the back side, 
which was rich and fair; and there was a postern 
that opened toward the sea, and was open without 
any keeping, save two lions kept the entry ; and the 
moon shined clear. Anon sir Launcelot beard a voice, 
that said, “ Launcelot, go out of this ship, and enter 
into the castle, where thou shalt see a great part of 
thy desire.” Then he ran to his arms, and armed 
him, and so he went unto the gate, and saw the two 
lions; then he set bands to his sword, and drew it. 
Then came there suddenly a dwarf, that smote him 
upon the arm so sore, that the sword fell out of his 
hand. Then he heard a voice, that paid, “ Oh, man 
of evil faith and poor belief, wherefore bciievest thou 
more in thy harness than in thy Maker; for he might 
more avail thee than thine armour, in whose service 
thou art set.” Then said sir Launcelot, “ Fair father, 
Jean Christ, I thank thee, of thy great mercy, that 
thou reprovest me of my misdeed. Now see 1 well 
that thou boldest me for thy servant.” Then took he 
again his sword, and put it upon his shield, and made 
a erosion his forehead, and came to the lions; and 
they made attempt to do him harm; notwithstand¬ 
ing, he passed by them without hurt, and entered into 
the castle, to the chief fortress, and there were they 
ell at re*. Then sir Launcelot entered in so armed, 
and he found no gate, nor door, but it was opened ; 
and so at the last be found a chamber, whereof the 
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jloor was shut, and he set his hand thereto, for to 
have opened it, bat he might not. 


CHAP. XCVI. 

Hone Sir Launcelot was before the Door of the 

Chamber'wkerein the holy Sancgreul was. 

THEN he enforced him much for to undo the 
door. Then he listened, and heard a voice, which 
fung so sweetly, that it seemed none earthly thing; 
and thought that the voice said, “ Joy and honour 
he to the Father of heaven." Then sir Laoncelot 
Jtneeled down before the chamber, for well he wist 
that there was the Sancgrea] in that chamber. Then 
said he, “ Fair sweet father, Jesa Christ, if ever I 
did thing that pleased the Lord, for thy pity, nor 
have me not in despite for my foul sins done here 
before time, and that thoa shew me something of 
that which 1 seek." And with that he saw the chain* 
ber-door open, and with that there came out a great 
clearness, that the house was as bright as though all 
the torches of the world had been there. So came he 
to the chamber-door, and would have entered, and 
anon a voice said unto him, “ Flee, sir Launcelot, 
and enter not, for thou ought est not to do it; and, if 
thou enter, thou shalt forethink it." Aud he with¬ 
drew him back, and was right heavy in his mind. 
Then he looked up in the midst of the chamber, and 
jaw a table of silver, and the holy vessel covered with 
red samite, and many angels about it, whereof one 
of them held a candle of wax burning, and the other 
held a cross, and the ornaments of the altar. And 
before the holy vessel he saw a good man, clothed 
like a priest; and it seemed that he was at the saker¬ 
ing of the mass. And it seemed unto sir Launcelot, 
that above the priest's hands there were three men, 
whereof the two put the youngest, by likeness, be¬ 
tween the priest’s hands, and so he lift it up on high : 
and it seemed to shew so to the people. And then 
air Laoncelot marvelled not a little; for him thought 
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that the priest was so greatly charged of the figure 
that him seemed that he should have fallen to the 
ground. And when he saw none about him that 
would help him, then he came to the door a great 
pace, and said, “ Fair father, Jesu Christ, nor take 
ft for no sin, thongh I help the good man, which 
bath great need of help.” Right so he entered into 
the chamber, and came toward the table of silver. 
And when he came nigh he felt a breath, that him 
thought was intermeddled with fire, which smote him 
so sore in the visage, that him thought it all to break 
his visage; and therewith he fell to the ground, and 
had no power to arise. As he was so enraged, that 
he had lost the power of his body, and his hearing, 
and his saying, then be felt many hands about him, 
which took him up, and bear him out of the chant* 
her, without any amendment of his swoon, and left 
him there, seeming dead, to all the people. So on 
the morrow, when it was fair day-light, they within 
were arisen, and found sir Launcelot lying before the 
chamber-door; and they marvelled how he came hi. 
And so they looked upon him, and felt hit pnlse, tt> 
wit whether there were any life in him; and so they 
found life in him, but be might neither stand nde 
stir no member that he had; and so they took Urn 
by every part of the body, and bear him into a cham¬ 
ber, and laid him in a rich bed, for from all folk: 
and so he lay four days. Then the one said he was 
alive, and the other said nay. “ In the name of 
God,** said an old man, M for I do verily to wit he 
Is not dead, but he is so fall of life; as the middies* 
of you all, and therefore I counsel you that he bis 
well kept, till God send him life again.” 
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CHAP. xcvn. 

ITqw Sir Launcelot lay twenty-four Days, and as 
many Nights , as a dead Man ; and of other 
Matters . 

IN inch a manner they kept dr Launcelot twenty- 
four day*, and as many nights, which lay still liken 
dead man, and at the twenty-fifth day befel him, after 
midnight, that he opened his eyes, and when he saw 
folk, he made great sorrow, and said, “ Why hare 
ye weakened me; for I was better at ease than I am 
now. Oh, Jesn Christ, who mighty, and so blessed, 
that might see openly the great marvels of secretne^a 
there, where no sinner may be .**—** What have ye 
seenf* said they about him. “ I have seen/* said 
he, “ great marvels, that no tongue can tell, and 
more than any heart can think; and if my son had 
not been here before me, I had seen much more.** 
Then they told him how he had lain there twenty-four 
days, and as many nights. Then him thought how it 
eras a punishment for the twenty-four years he had 
been a sinner; wherefore our Lord put him in pe¬ 
nance twenty-four days and nights. Then looked sir 
Launcelot before him, and saw the hair, which he 
had borne nigh a year; for that he forethought him 
right much that be had broken bis promise unto the 
hermit, which be bad vowed to do. Then they asked 
him how it stood with him. “ Fersootb,** said he, 
" I am whole of my body, thanked be our Lord ; 
therefore, sirs, for God’s love, tell me where I am.** 
Then said they all, he was in the castle of Carboneck. 
Therewith came a gentlewoman, and brought him a 
shirt of fine linen cloth; but he changed not there, 
bnt took the hair to him again. “ Sir/* said they, 
M the quest of the Sancgreal is achieved right now in 
you ; that never shall ye see more of the Sancgreal 
than ye have seen.”—“ Now, I thank God/* said dr 
Launcelot, “ of his great mercy, of that I have seen, 
Jbr it sufficeth me: for, as I suppose, no man in this 
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world hath lived better than I have done, to achieve 
that 1 have done.” And therewith he took the hair, 
and clothed him in it, and above that he put a linen 
shirt, and after a robe of scarlet, fresh and new; and 
when he was so arrayed, they marvelled all; for 
they knew that he was sir Launceiot, the good knight. 
And then they said all, “ O Lord, sir Lanncelot, be 
that ye?” And then he said, u Truly, I am he.” 
Then came word to king Pellcs, that the knight which 
had lain so long dead was sir Las ocelot. Then was 
king Pelles wondrous glad, and went to see him. 
And when sir Lanncelot saw him come, he dressed 
l^m against him. And there the king made great 
joy of him: and there the king told him tidings that 
Ids fair daughter was dead. Then was sir Launceiot 
•right heavy of it, and said, “ Sir, it fbrethinketh the 
daughter, for she was a foil fair lady, fresh and 
young; and well I wot she beareth the best knight 
that is now on the earth, or that ever was since God 
was born.” So king Pelles held sir Launceiot there 
four days, and on the morrow he took his lea ye of 
king Pelles, and of all the fellowship that were there, 
and thanked them of their great labour. Right so, 
they sat at their dinner in the chief hall; then it was 
so that the Sancgreal had filled the table with «U 
manner of meats, that the heart might think. So, a* 
they sat, they saw all the doors and. windows of the 
place were shut without man’s hand, whereof they 
jvere all abashed, and none wist what to do. And 
then it happened, suddenly, that a knight came unto 
the chief door, an.d knocked mightily, and cried, 
* Undo the door !” Bat they would not. And ever 
he cried, “ Undo;” but they would not. And, at the 
last, it annoyed him so much, that the king himself 
arose, and came to a window, where the knight call* 
cd ; then he said, “ Sir knight, ye shall not enter as 
tiiis time, while the Sancgreal is here, and thcrafqra 
go into another.; for certainly ye be none of the 
knight of the quest, but one of them that bath served 
the tiend, and hath left tlie service of oqr Ldtd. ,# 
Then was he wondrous wrath at the king’s frurda* 
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* Sir knight,” said the king, “ sith ye would so Art** 
cater, tell me of what country ye be!”—“ Sir,” safe! 
he, “ I am of the country and realm of Logris, and 
my name is sir Ector de Maris, and brother onto the 
noble knight sir Laancelot .”—“ In the name of 
God/* mid king Pelies, “ me foretUnketh that I 
have, for your brother is here within.” And when 
dr Ector de Maris understood that Us brother was 
there, for he was the man in the world that be mom 
thread and loved, ami then he said, “ Ah I Lord God, 
now doubleth my sorrow ami shame.”—* Fall truly ” 
said the good man of the hill onto sir Gawaine, M and 
me of onr dreams.” Then went be out of the court 
as fart as his courser might run, and so throughout 
the castle. 


chap. xcvm. , 

Sow Sir Launcelot returned toward Logris, and 
. of other Adventures that he saw in the way. 

AND then king Pelies came to sir Launcelot, and 
told him tidings of his brother, whereof he was sorry, 
that he wist not what to do. So sir Laancelot do* 
parted, and took Ms armour, and said, “ That he 
would (go to see the realm of Logris, which I have 
/Hot seen these twelve months.” And therewith he 
commended the king unto God, and so rode through 
many realms; and at the last he came onto an abbey, 
and there be had great cheer. And on the morrow 
he arose ahd heard mam, and afore an altar he found 
a rich tomb which was newly made, and then be took 
heed and saw the sides written with letters of gold, 
which said —“ Here tteth king Bagdemagns, of Gore,' 
the which king Arthur's nephew slew, and named 
Was sir Gawaine.” Then was he not a little sorry, 
for sir Launcelot loved him more than any other; 
and if- it had been any other than dr Gawaine, be 
should not have escaped from death, and said to 
himself, <* Ah! Lord God, this is a full great damage 
to ldpg Arthur’s court, the loss of such a man.” And' 
P* 
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then he departed, and came unto the abbey, where* 
aa sir Galahad did the adventure of the tombs, and 
Won the white shield with the red cross, and there 
had he great cheer all that night. And on the mot*, 
row he turned to Camelot, whereas be found king 
Arthur and queen Guenever: but many of the knights 
of the round table were slain and destroyed more 
than half. And so three of them were come home 
again; that were sir Gawaine, sir Ector, and air 
Lionel, and many other which needeth not to be 
rehearsed. Then all the court was passing glad of sir 
Launcelot, and king Arthur asked him what tidings 
of his son sir Galahad. And there,sir Lau nee lot told 
the king of his adventures that had befallen him 
sithence he departed; and also he told him of the 
adventures of sir Galahad, sir Fercivale, and sir Bors, 
which he knew by the letter of the dead damsel, and 
as sir Galahad bad told him. “ Now would God/* 
said the king, “ that they were all three here.”— 
* ttiat shall never be,” said sir Lanncelot; “ for two 
of them shall ye never see, but one of them shall come 
again.” 


CHAP. XCIX. 

How Sir Galahad came unto King Mordrains, 
and of other Matters and Adventures . 

NOW that sir Galahad rode many journies in 
vain; and at the last he came unto the abbey where 
kin g Mordrains was, and when he heard that, be 
thought he would abide to see him. And on the 
morrow, when he had heard mass, Sir Galahad came 
unto king Mordrains, and anon the king saw him, 
which had lain blind a long time And then be 
dressed him against him, and said, ** Sir Galahad, the 
servant of Jesu Christ, whose coming I have a bidden 
long, now embrace me and let me rest on thy breast, 
so that I may rest between thine arms; for th<M art 
a dean virgin above all knights, as the lower Of the 
lily, in whose virginity is signified, and thou art the 
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•toe, die which is the flower of all good virtues, and 
to- the colour of fire: for the fire of the Holy Gbort 
Is so taken in tbee, that the flesh which was of dead 
oldness is become young again.” When sir Galahad 
heard his words, he embraced him in his arms. Then 
•aid king Mordrains, “ Fair Lord Jesn Christ, now I 
have my will; now 1 require thee in this point that 
I am in, that thoo come and visit me.” And anon 
oar Lord heard his prayer; therewith the soul de¬ 
parted from die body. And then air Galahad pot 
him in the earth as a king ought to be, and so de¬ 
parted and came into a perilous forest; whereas he 
found the well that boiled with great waves, as the 
tale telleth before. And so soon as sir Galahad set 
his hand thereto, it ceased; so that it burnt no more, 
and the heat departed. For that it burnt, it was a 
Sign of lechery, the which was at that time much 
Used t but that heat might not abide his pore virginity. 
And this was taken in the country for a miracle, and 
so ever after was it ceded to Galahad's Well. Then 
by adventure be came into the country of Genre, and 
into the abbey, where to Lanncelot had been before- 
band, and found the tomb of king Bagdemagus, but 
Joseph of Arimathy’s son was founder thereof; and 
there he found the tomb of Simeon, where to Launce- 
lot had failed. Then he looked into a cross under 
the minster, and there he saw a tomb, the which 
burnt full marvellously. Then asked be the doctor 
what it was: “ Sir," said lie, ** it is a marvellous 
adventure that may not be brought to an end, but 
by Mm that paseeth of bounty and of knighthood all 
the knights of the round table ."—** 1 would," said sir 
Galahad, “ that ye would lead me thereto."—" Gladly," 
said they. And so they led him unto a cave, and he 
wort down upon a pair of stairs, and came nigh the 
tomb, and then the flaming failed, and the fire 
Staunched, the which many a day had been great. 
Hyen came there a voice that said, “ Much are ye 
beholden to thank our Lord, that hath given you a 
good hour, that ye may draw your souls out of earth¬ 
ly pain, and put them into the Joys of paradise.. 1 
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am of your kindred, the -which hath dwelled in. (Me 
heat these three hundred and four and fifty years , .for 
to be purged of foe sin that I did to Joseph of Ad 
mathy." Then sir Galahad took the body in his anus 
and bear it to the minster, and that night lay sir Gain 
had in the abbey. And on the morrow he gave him 
service, and pat him in the earth, before the high 
alter, ’ r 


CHAP. C. 

Sow Sir Percivale and Sir Bars met with Sir 
Galahad , and how they came to the Castle ijf 
Corbonekf and of other Matters . 

SO departed he from thence, and commended 
the brethren to God. And so he rode five days, tiU 
that he came to the maimed king; and ever followed 
air Percivale the five days, asking where he had 
been, and so one told him how the adventures of 
Logris were achieved. So upon a day it befel that 
there came oat of a great forest, and there they met 
at a travers with sir Bors that rode alone; it is no 
need to tell if they minded. And then he saluted, 
and they yielded him honour and good adventure, 
and they told each other their adventures. Then said 
sir Bore, “ It is more than a year and a half, that 
J never lay ten times where men dwelled, but in 
wild forests and in mountains, but God was ever mgr 
comfort." Then rode they a great white, till they 
came to the castle of Corbonek, and when they 
entered within the castle, king PeHes knew them all. 
Tlien was there made great joy* for he knew well 
by their coming that they had fulfilled the quest of 
the SSncgreal. Then Etiasar, king Pelles* son, brought 
before them the broken sword, wherewith Je*spfc 
was smitten through the thigh. Then sir Bore. net 
his hand thereto, if he might have forced it again 
together, but it would not be. Then he took fe to 
shr Percivale, but he bad no more power thereto than 
he. •* Now have ye it/ said df Percivale unto air 
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-Galahad, M for and it be ever achieved by one bodily 
•tafia, ye mast do it.’* And then took he the pieces 
and set them together, and they seemed that they had 
never been broken, and as well as it had been first 
forged. And then they within espied that the ad- 
venture of the sword was achieved; then they gave 
the sword into sir Bors, for be might not be bettor 
set, for he was a foil good knight and a worthy man: 
and a little before even the sword arose great and 
marvellous, and was foil of great beat, that many 
men fell for dead. And aeon light a voice among 
them said, “ They that ought to sit at the table of 
our Lord Jean Christ arise; for now shall very knights 
be fed.” So they went thence all, save king Pellet 
and Eliazar his son, the which were holy men, and 
a maid which was his niece: and so these three fel¬ 
lows and they three were there, and no more. Anon 
they saw knights all armed come in at the hall door, 
and did off their helms , and their harness, and said 
anto dr Galahad, “ Sir, we have hied sore to be 
• with you at this table, where the hoiy meat shall be 
-parted."-^ 4 Then,” said he, “ ye be welcome, bat 
of whence be ye?" So three of them said they were 
of Gaul, and other three said they were of Ireland, 
and other three said they were of Denmark. So aa 
they sate thus, there came a bed of tree out of a 
ehamber, the which four gentlewomen brought; and 
In thatbediay a good man sick, and a crown of goty 
opon his bead, and there in the midst of the place 
they set them down and went their way again. 
Thentoe lift- up hk head and said, 44 Sir Galahad 
knight ye be welcome, for much have I desired yonr 
doming, for hi such pain and anguish as ye see, have 
I been long; but now 1 trust to God the time is 
•dome that my pain shall be allayed, that I shall pass 
not of this world, so as it was promised me long ago.” 
Therewith a voice said, “ There be two among yon 
But be not in the quest of the Sancpeal, and there- 
fbre depart ye. 
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CHAP. CL 

Bow Sir Galahad and his Fellows were fed with 
the Sancgreal, and how our Lord appeared to 
them, and of other Matters. 

THEN king Pelles and his son departed; and 
therewith it seemed them that there came a man and 
four angels from heaven, clothed in the likeness of 
bishops, and had a cross in bis hand; and the fonr 
angels bear him up in a chair, and set him down be* 
fore the table of silver, whereupon the Sancgreal was, 
and it seemed that he had in the midst of his forehead 
letters that said, “ See ye here, Joseph, the first bishop 
of Christendom, the same which oar Lord succoured 
in the city of Sarras, in the spiritual place.** Then 
the knights marvelled, for that bishop was dead mom 
fhaa three hundred years before. “ Oh knights!** 
•aid he, “ marvel not, for I was sometime an earthly 
nun.** With that they heard the chamber door open, 
and there they saw angels, and two bear eandtee of 
wax, and the third a towel, and the fourth a spear, 
which bled marvellously, that the drops fell within 
a bier, the which he held with his other hand. And 
then they set their candles upon the table, and the 
third put the towel upon the vessel, and the foortb 
set the holy spear even upright upon the vessel. And 
then the bishop made semblance as though he would 
have gone to the sabering of the mass; and then he 
took a wafer, which was made in the likeness of 
bread, and at the lifting np there came a figure in 
the likeness of a child, and the visage was as red 
and as bright as any fire, and smote himself into that 
bread, so that they all saw that th; bread was formed 
df a fleshly man. And then he put it into the holy 
vessel again ; and then he did that belonged onto a 
priest to do at mass. And then he went unto sir 
Galahad and kissed him, and then went and bade 
him go and kiss his fellows; and as he was bidden 
•o he did. M Now,** said he, “ yc servants of Jesu 
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Christ, ye shall be fed before this table with sweet 
meats, which never no knights tasted.” And when 
he had said, he vanished away, and they set them in 
great dread, and made their prayers. Then looked 
they and saw a man come oat of the holy vessel, that 
had all the signs of the passion of Jesas Christ bleed¬ 
ing all openly, and said, “ My knights and my ser¬ 
vants, and my true children, which be come out of 
deadly life, I will now no longer hide me from yon; 
hat ye shall see now a part of my secrets and of my 
hidings. Now hold and receive the bye meat which 
ye have so much desired.” Then took he himself 
the boly vessel, and came to sir Galahad, and he 
kneeled down, and there lie received his Saviour j 
and so after him received all his fellows, and they 
thought it so sweet that it was marvel to tell. Then 
be said, “ Galahad, bob, wotest thou what I hold 
between my hands V *—“ Nay,” said sir Galahad, “ but 
if ye tell me.”—“ This is,” said he, " the holy dish 
wherein I eat the Iamb on Sturove-Thuraday, and 
now bast thon seen that thou desires! meet to see; 
but yet hast Aon not semi it openly as thou shall see 
it in die city of Sarras, in the spiritual place. There¬ 
fore thou most go hence, and boar with thee this holy 
vessel: for Ibis night it shall depart fren the realm 
of Logos* that it shall never be seen more here, and 
wotest thon wherefore, for it is not served nor wor¬ 
shipped to bis right, by them of this land, tor 
they be turned unto evil living. Therefore I shall 
disinherit them; and therefore go ye three to mor¬ 
row unto the sea, whereas ye shall find your ship 
ready, and with you take the sword with the strange 
girdles, and no more with yon hot sir Perctvale and 
sir Bors. And also I wiU ye take with you of the 
blood of this spear for to anoint the maimed king 
both his legs and all bis body, and he shall have his 
health.”—“ Sir,” said sir Galahad, “ why shall net 
these other fellows go with ns!”—For (his cause: for 
tight MI departed mine apostles, one here and am* 
(her there, so will I that ye depart; and two of yon 
•hall die in my service, hot one of .yon shall come 
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Again, and tell tidings.” Then gave he them hit 
hlesaing, and vanished away. 


CHAP. CII. 

Mow Sir Galahad anointed with the Blood of the 
Spear the maimed King, and of other Ad¬ 
ventures. 

THEN sir Galahad went anon to the spear which 
lay upon the table, and touched the blood with hia 
fingers, and came to the maimed king, and anointed 
his legs. And therewith he clothed him anon, and 
started apon his feet, out of his bed, as a whole man, 
and thanked our Lord that he had healed him, and 
that was not to the world ward; for anon he yielded 
him unto a place of religion of white monks, and 
was a full holy man. That same night, about mid. 
night, there came a voice among them, that said 
thus: " Mine own sons, and not my chief sons, my 
friends, and not my warriors, go ye hence whither 
ye hope best to do, and as 1 bade yoa .”—** Ah I 
thanked be thou, Lord,” said they, “ that thou wilt 
vouchsafe to call us so; now may we prove that we 
have not lost our pain.” And anon in all haste they 
took their harness and departed; bat the three knights 
of Gaul, one of them hight CUndine, king Clandaaf 
son, and the other two were great gentleman. Then 
prayed sir Galahad unto every each of them, “ If yU 
unto king Arthur’s court, that ye will salute my lord, 
sir Lanncelot, my father, and all the fellowship of 
the round table; and pray them that if they coon in 
these.parts that they should not forget it. Right -ao 
departed sir Galahad, and sir Perdvale, and sir Bora 
with him. And so they rode three days, and then 
they came to Arivage, and found the strip, whereof 
the tale speaketh before. And when they came 
within board, they found in the midst the table 
of silver which they had left with the maimed king 
and t&e Sanegreal, which was covered with red sa¬ 
mite. Then they were fussing glad for to have such 
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things in their fellows! sip: and to they entered and 
luade great reverence thereto. And air Galahad feU 
in his prayers a long time onto our Lord, that at 
■what time he asked he might pass oat of this world; 
and so much he prayed, till at the last a voice said to 
him, “ Galahad, tbon ahalt have thy request, and when 
then askeat the death of thy body, thou shall have it, 
and then shall thou find the iifd of thy soul.” Sir 
Fercivale heard this, and prayed him of fellowship 
that was berween them, for to tell him wherefore he 
asked such things.—“ That shall I tell you,” said sir 
Galahad. “ The other day when we saw the part of 
the adventures of the Sancgreal, l was in sach a joy 
-of heart, that I trow never man was that was earthly ; 
and, therefore, I wot well that when my body is dead 
my soul shall be in great Joy for to see the blessed 
trinity every day, and the majesty of oar Lord Jesus 
Christ.” So long were they in the ship, that they 
•aid unto sir Galahad, “ Sir, in this bed ongbt ye to 
lie; for so saith the Scripture.” And then be laid 
him down, and slept a great while; and when he 
awoked, he looked afore him, and saw the city of 
Sarfas; and ae they would have landed, they saw the 
•hip wherein sir Percivale bad put his sister. *' Truly,” 
said sir Percivale, ** in the name of God well hath 
my sister held us covenant.” Then took they out of 
tEe ship the table of silver; and he took it to sir Per¬ 
civale and to sir Bor* to go before, and sir Gar 
labad came behind. Right so they went into the 
city; and at the gate of the city they saw an old man 
sit crooked. Then sir Galahad called him, and bade 
him help to bear this heavy thing.—** Truly,” said the 
old man, ** it is ten years ago that I might not go bot 
with crutches.”—** Care thou not,” said sir Galahad, 
u arise itp, and shew thy good will.” And so he es¬ 
sayed and found himself as whole as ever he was; 
then.he ran to the table, and took one part against sir 
Galahad. And anon there arose a great noise in the 
■fcityy that a cripple was made whole by a knight's 
marvellous, that were entered into the city. Then 
anon after they three knights went to the water, and 
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brought up into the palace sir PeTcivale*a aster, maA 
buried her as richly as a king’s daughter ought to-be* 
And when the king of the city, which was called 
Estooraase, saw the fellowship, be asked them of 
whence they were, and what thing it was that they 
had brought upon the table of silver; and they told 
him the truth of the Sancgreal, and the power that 
God had set there. Then the king was a tyrant, and 
was come of the lineage of Paynims, and took dram 
and put them in prison in a deep hole. 


CHAP. CIII. 

How they were fed with the Sancgreal while they 
were in Pri$on t and how Sir Galahad was 
made King . 

BUT as soon as they were there, our Lord sent 
diem the Sancgreal, through whose grace they were 
always filled while they were in prison. So at the 
year's end, it befel that this king Estourause lay sick, 
and felt that he sltoold die; then he sent for the three 
knights, and they eame before him, and he cried them 
inercy of that he had done to them; and he forgave 
him goodly, and he died anon. When the king was 
dead, all the city was dismayed, and wist not who 
might be their king. Right so, as they were in 
counsel together, there came a voice among them, and 
bid them choose the youngest knight of the three to 
be their king, for he shall maintain you and all yours. 
So they made sir Galahad king by all the assent of 
the holy city, and else they would have slain Uni. 
And when he was come for to behold the land, ha 
let make about the table of silver a chest of gold and 
of precious stones, that covered the holy vessel; and 
every day in the morning the three feHows would 
come before it, and said their devotions. Now, at the 
year’s end, and the same day after that sir Ga|abad 
had borne the crown of gold, be arose up early, and 
his follows, and came nnto the palace, and saw before 
Uwnt tha holy vessel, and a man kneeling upon tab 
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knee* In the likeness of the bishop, which bed about 
him a great fellowship of angels, as it had been Jera 
Christ himself: and then he arose and began a mass 
of oar Lady. And when he came to the sakering of 
the mass, and had done, anon he called sir Galahad, 
and said onto him, “ Come forth the servant of Jean 
Christ, and thou sfaalt see that which thou hast much 
desired to see.** And then sir Galahad began to 
tremble right sore when the deadly flesh began to be* 
hold the spiritual things. Then he held np both his 
hands towards heaven and said, “ Lord, 1 thank thee, 
for now I see that which hath been my desire many 
a day: now blessed Lord wontd 1 no longer live, if 
it might please thee good Lord.** And therewith the 
good man took oar Lord’s body between his hands, 
and proffered it unto sir Galahad; and he received it 
right gladly and meekly. “ Now,** said the good man, 
“ wotest thou whom I amf*—“ Nay,** said sir Gala- 
had, “ I am Joseph of Arimathy, which our Lord 
hath sent here to tbee to bear thee fellowship. And 
wotest thou wherefore be hath sent roe more than any 
other; for thou hast resembled me in two things: 
one is, that thou hast seen the Sencgreal, and the 
other is, in that thou hast been a dean maiden as I 
am.** And when he had said these words, air Gala- 
bad went to sir Percivale and kissed him, and com¬ 
mended him to God, and said, “ Fair lord, salute me 
to my lord sir Launcdot, my father; and soon as ye 
see him, bid him remember this unstable world.** 
And therewith he kneeled down before the table and 
made his prayers; and then suddenly his soul de¬ 
parted unto Jesus Christ, and a great multitude of 
angels bear his soul up to heaven that his two fellow* 
might behold it: also, his two fellows saw come from 
heaven a hand, but they saw not the body, and then 
it came right to the vessel and took it, and the spear, 
and so bear It up to heaven. Sithence was there never 
no man so hardy for to say that be had seen the 
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CHAP. CIV. 

Qf the Sorrow that Sir Perci vale and Sir Bore 
made when Sir Galahad was dead, and of 
the Death of Sir Percivale, and of other 
Matters. 

WHEN sir Percivale and sir Bors saw sir Gala* 
had dead, they made as much sorrow as ever did two 
men, and if they had not been good men, they might 
lightly lvave fallen in despair; and the people of the 
country and of the city were right heavy. And as 
soon as he was hnried, sir Percivale yielded him to 
a 'hermitage out of the city, and took a religious 
clothing, and # sir Eors was always with him, but be 
never cha nged his secular clothing, because he pur¬ 
posed him to go again into the realm of logria. 
Thus a year and two months lived sir Percivale in 
the hermitage a fuU holy life, and then passed out of 
this world; and sir Bors let bury him by his sister and 
by sir Galahad in the spiritualities. When sir Bors 
saw that he was in so far countries, as in the Bahi- 
Ion, he departed from Sarras and armed him, and 
eame to the sea and entered into a ship; and so it be- 
fid him by adventure to come into the realm of Logris, 
and then he rode fast till he came to Camelot, where 
king Arthur was. And then was there made great joy 
Of him in the court; for they deemed ail that he had 
been dead, forasmuch as he had been so long out of 
die country. And when they had eaten, king Arthur 
teade great clerks to come before him, that they 
should chronicle the high adventures of the good 
knights. When sir Bors had told him o< the adven* 
teres of the Sancgreal, suck as had befallen him and 
his two fellows, that was sir Galahad and sir Perch 
vale. Then sir Launcelot tokl the adventures of the 
Sancgreal that he had seen: all this was made in 
great books, and put in the armory at Salisbury. And 
anon sir Bors said unto sir Launcelot, “ Sir Galahad, 
your son, saluted you by me, and after you, king 
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■Arthur and all the court, so did sir Percivale; for I 
bdried them with mine own hands In the city of 
Surras. Also sir Laancelot, sir Galahad prayetb yon 
for to remember this nnsteadfost world, as ye benight 
him when ye were together more than halt' a year.”—• 
** This is full true,” said sir Laancelot; “ now I trust 
to God his prayer shall avail me.” then sir Laonce* 
lot took sir Bors in hh arms and said, “ Gei.tk cousin, 
ye are welcome to me, and all that ever i may do for 
yon and for yonrs, ye shall find me ready at all times, 
while I have life, and that I promise you faithfully, 
and never to fail yon: and wit ye well gentle cousin, 
air Bors, that yon and I wilt never depart in sunder 
whilst that our lives may last,”*—” Sir,” said he, “ I 
will as ye will.” 


CHAP. CV. 

Of the Joy that King Arthur and Queen Guenever 
had of the Achievement of the Sancgreal, and 
■ how Sir Laancelot fell to his old Love again. 

NOW after that the quest of the Sancgreal war 
fulfilled, and that all the knights that were left alive 
were come again to the round table, as the book of 
the Sancgreal maketh mention, then was there great 
joy in the court, and especially king Arthur and 
queen Guenever made great joy of the remnant that 
were come home: and passing glad was the king 
and the queen of sir Laancelot and of sir Bors, for 
they had been passing long away in the quest of the 
Sancgreal. Then sir Latmcelot began to resort unto 
queen Guenever again, and forgot the promise and 
the profession that he made in the quest; had not sir 
Launcelot been in Iris privy thoughts, and in his mind 
set inwardly to the queen, as he was to seeming out¬ 
ward unto God, there had no knight passed him in 
toe quest of the Sancgreal, but ever his thoughts were 
privily upon the queen. And so they loved together 
moire hotter than they had done before, and bad such 
privy draughts together; and many in the court spoke 
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of it, and most especially sir Agravaine, and .«ir 
Gawaine's brother, for he was ever open mouthed. 
So it befel that sir Lancelot had many reaorta of 
ladies and damsels, that daily resorted him, which be¬ 
sought him to be their champion. And in all such 
manners of right sir Launoeiot appealed him daily 
to do for the pleasure of our Lord Jesu Christ; and 
always as much as he might he withdrew him from 
the company and fellowship of queen Gnenever, for 
to eschew the slander and the noise. Wherefore, die 
queen waxed wroth and angry with sir LanuCelot; 
and , upon a day, she called sir Launcelot unto her 
chamber, and said to him thus: “ Sir Lau nc e l ot, I 
see and feel daily that thy love beginneth for to slack, 
thou hast no joy to be in my presence, but ever thou 
art out of this court, and quarrels and matters thou 
hast now-a-days for ladies and gentlewomen, more 
than ever they were wont to have in time past.”— 
** Ah, madam,” said sir Launcelot, M in this ye most 
have me excused for divers causes; one is, that I was 
hut late in the quest of the Sancgreal, and I thank 
God of his great mercy, and never of my deserving, 
that I saw in my quest as much as ever saw any sin- 
fhl man, and so was it told me; and if 1 had not hud 
my privy thoughts to return to your love again as I 
do, I had seen as great mysteries as ever saw my sou, 
sir Galahad, sir Percivale, or sir Bora; and therefore, 
madam, I was but late in that quest. Wit ye weU, 
madam , it may not be yet lightly forgotten the high 
service in whom I did my diligent labour: also, 
madam, wit ye well that there be many men that 
speak of our love in this place, and have you and me 
greatly in await, as sir Agravaine and sir Mordredj 
and wit ye well, madam, I dread them more for your 
lake than for any fear that 1 have of them myself, 
for I may happen to escape and rid myself in f great 
need, whereas ye must abide all that will be said, to 
you. And then, if that ye fall in any distress through 
wilftal folly, then is there none other remedy or help 
but by me and my blood. And wit ye well, madaa^ 
the boldness of you and me will bring us unto grogt 
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shame and dander, and that were me loth to aee yon 
dishonoured; and that is the canae that I take upon 
me more for to do for damsels and maidens than ever 
1 did before. Men shonld understand my joy and my 
delight is to have to do for damsels and maidens.” 


CHAP. CVI. 

Sow the Queen commanded Sir Launcelot to 
avoid the Court; and of the Sorrow that Sir 
Launcelot made . 

ALL this while the queen stood still, and let sir 
Launcelot mg what be would; and, when he had all 
said, die break out on weeping, and she sobbed and 
wept a great while: and when she might speak she 
said, " Sir Launcelot, now 1 understand that thou art 
a false, recreant knight, and a common lecher, and 
lovest and holdest other ladies, and of me thou bast 
disdain and scorn. For wit thou well,” said she, 
** now I understand thy falsehood; and, therefore, I 
shall never love thee any more, and never be thou so 
hardy to come in my sight. And right here I charge 
thee, that thou never come more within this court; 
and 1 forbid thee my fellowship, and, upon pain of 
thy head, that thou see me no more.” Right so sir 
Launcelot departed with great heaviness, that unless 
he might sustain himself for great dole making. Then 
he called sir Bors, sir Ector de Maris, and sir Lionel, 
and told them bow the queen had forbidden him the 
feourt; and so he was in will to depart into his own 
country. “ Fair knight,” said sir Bors de Oanis, 
“ ye shall not depart out of this land by mine ad¬ 
vice* Ye must remember in what bonourye are re¬ 
nowned, and called the most noble knight of the 
world, and many great matters ye have in hand; and 
women, in their hastiness, will do oftentimesthat which 
sore repent them. And, therefore, by my advice, 
ye -shall take your horses, and ride to the hermitage 
beside Windsor, which sometime was a good knight, 
whose same is sir Brews; and there shall ye abide. 
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tttl I send yon word of better tidings .”—“ Fait- cot*, 
•in,’* said sir Laoncelot, “ wit ye well that I am ftdi 
loth to depart out of this realm; bat the qneen hath 
forbidden me so highly, that me seemeth she will 
never be my good lady as she hath been in times 
past.”—“ gay ye never so,” said sir Bors; “ for many 
times beforetime she hath been wrath with yon, and, 
after it, she was the first that repented it.”—“ Ye say 
well,” said sir Laoncelot; “ for now will I do by 
your counsel, and take my horse and my harness, 
and ride to the hermit, sir Brasas; and fcere will I 
rest me, until I hear some manner of tidings from 
you. But, fair consin, I pray yon, get me the love 
of my lady, queen Goenever, and ye may.”—" Sir,” 
said sir Bors, " ye need not to move me of such mat¬ 
ters ; for well ye wot I will do what I may please 
to you.” And then the noble knight, sir Laoncelot, 
departed suddenly with a right heavy cheer, that none 
earthly creature wist of him where he was become, 
hut only sir Bors. So, when sir Laoncelot was de¬ 
parted, the queen made no manner of outward sor¬ 
row in shewing to any of his blood, nor yet to none 
other; but wit ye well that inwardly she took great 
thought: but she bore it out with a proud counte¬ 
nance, as though she felt no thought nor danger. 


CHAP. CVII. 

Bow at a Dinner , the which the Queen made* 
there was a Knight poisoned, the which Sir 
Mador laid upon the Queen, 

AND theu the queen let make a privy dinner in 
the rite of London, unto the knights of the round 
table; and all was to shew outward that she had a 
great joy in all other knights of the round table, as 
■he hud in sir Launceiot. All only at that dinner 
•he had sirGawaine and his brethren ; that is to say, 
sir Agravaine, sir Gaheris, sir Gareth, and (dr Mor* 
(fired. Also there was sir Bors de Ganis, nr Blamor 
<te Ganis, sir Bieoberfs de Ganis, air Galahad, air 
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Galihodin, sir Ector de Maris, sir Done), air Palo- 
mides, and his brother, sir Safre ; la Cote mal Tail, 
sir Persannt, sir Ironside, sir Bnuadiles, sir Kay, the 
senechal, sir Mador de la Port, sir Patrice, a knight, 
of Jrelaud; sir Aliducke, sir Astomore, and sir Pi- 
nell le Savage, the which was cousin unto sir JLamo- 
racke de Galis, the good knight, the which sir Ga- 
waine and. bis brethren slew by treason. And so 
these knights should dine with the queen in a privy 
place by themselves; and there was made a great 
feast of ail tyanner of dainty meats and drinks. Put 
sir Gawaine had a custom that be used daily at din¬ 
ner, and at supper, that he loved well all manner of 
Crufts, and in especial apples and pears; and, there¬ 
fore, whosoever dined or feasted, sir Gawaine would 
commonly purvey for good fruit for him: and so did 
the queen ; for, to please sir Gawaine, she let purvey 
for him of all manner of fruits. For sir Gawaine 
was a passing hot knight of nature; and this sir Pi- 
nell hated sir Gawaine, because of bis kinsman, sir 
jLamoracke de Galis: and, therefore, for pure envy 
and hate, sir Pinell poisoned certain, apples for to 
poison sir Gawaine withal. And so this was well 
unto the end of the me tt ; and so it befel, by mis¬ 
fortune, that a good knight, named sir Patrice, cousin 
unto sir Mador de la Port, took one of the poisoned 
apples; and, when he had eaten it, he swelled till 
he burst; and there sir Patrice fell down dead sud 
denly among them. Then every knight leaped from 
the board, ashamed, and enraged for wrath uigh out 
of their wits.; for they wist not what to say, consi¬ 
dering that queen Guenever made the feast and din¬ 
ner, they all had suspicion upon her. “ My lady, the 
queen,” said sir Gawaine, “ wit ye well, madam, 
that this dinner was made for me : for all folks, that. 
know my conditions, understand well that I love 
fruit; and now 1 see well I had near been slain : 
therefore, madam, I dFead me least ye will be ’sham¬ 
ed.” Then the queen stood still, aud was right sore 
abashed, that she wist not what to say. " This shall 
pot be ended so,” said sir Mador de la Port; * fo* 
VOL. II. Q 
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here hare I lost a fait noble knight of my Mood: 
and, therefore, upon this shame and despite I will be 
revenged to the uttermost.” And thereupon dr Ma- 
dor appealed queen Guenever of the death of his cou¬ 
sin, sir Patrice. Then stood they all still, that none 
of them would speak a word against him; for they 
had a great snspection unto queen Guenever, because 
she let make the dinner. And the queen was so sore 
abashed, that she could none otherwise do, but wept 
so heartily, that she fell in a swoon. With this 
noise and sudden cry came unto them king Arthur, 
and marvelled greatly what it might be; and, when 
he wist of their trouble, and the sudden death of ^hat 
good knight, sir Patrice, be was a passing heavy man. 


CHAP. CVIII. 

How Sir Mador appeached the Queen of Trea¬ 
son; and there was no Knight would fight 
for her at the first time . 

AND ever sir Mador stood stiH before king Ar¬ 
thur, and ever he appealed queen Guenever of trea¬ 
son. For the custom was such at that time, that all 
manner of shameful death was called treason. “ Fair 
lords,” said king Arthur, “ me repenteth sore of this 
trouble, but the cause is so, we may not have to do 
in this matter; for I must be a rightful judge, and 
that repenteth me that 1 may not do battle for my 
wife; for, as I deem, this deed came never of her, 
and therefore I suppose we shall not all be destitute^ 
but that some good knight shall put his body in Jeo¬ 
pardy, rather than she should be burnt in a wrong 
quarrel. And, therefore, sir Mador, be not so haaty; 
for it may happen she shall not be all friendless: and, 
therefore, desire thou the day of battle, and she shall 
purvey her of some good knight, which, shall answer 
you, or else it were to me great shame, and unto all 
my court.”—“ My gracious lord,” said sir Mador, 
* ye must hold me excused ; for, though ye be oar 
king in that degree, ye are but a knight as we are, 
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and ye are sworn onto knighthood as we are t and, 
therefore, I pray you, that ye will not be displeased; 
for there is none of the twenty knights that were 
hidden for to come nnto this dinner, bat ail they 
have great suspection nnto the qneen. 'What say ye 
all, my lords V* said sir Mador. Then they answer* 
ed by and bye, and said, that they “ could not ex< 
cose the qneen; for why she made Use dinner: and 
Utber.it roost come by her, or by her servants.”— 
“ Alast” said the queen, “ 1 made this dinner fpr a 
good intent, and never for any evil, (so God help me 
in my rightl) as I was never purpWd to .do such 
evU deeds, and that 1 report me unto God.”—“ My 
lord, the king,” said sir Mador, “ I require you 
heartily, as ye be a righteous king, give me a day 
that I may have justice.”—“ Well,” said king Ar¬ 
thur, “ I give you a day this day fifteen days, that 
ye be ready armed on horseback in the meadow be¬ 
side Westminster; and, if it so fall that there be any 
knight to encounter with yon, there may ye do your 
best, and God speed the right: and, if it so fall that 
there be no knight at that day, then must my queen 
be burnt, and there shall ye be ready to have her 
judgment.”—“ Well, 1 am answered,” said sir Ma* 
dor; and 1 every knight went where it liked him. So, 
when the king and the queen were together, the king 
naked the qneen how this case befel. Then answered 
the qneen, “ so God me help, I wot not how, nor in 
what manner.”—“ Where is sir Launcelol?” said king 
Arthur; “ and he were here, he would not grudge 
to do battle for you .”—“ Sir,” said the queen, “ I 
cannot tell you where he is; but his brother, and all 
his kinsmen, deem that he is not within this realm.” 
—“ That .Sore repenteth me,” said king Arthur; “ for 
and he were here, be would full soon stint this strife. 
Then I Will counsel you,” said the king, “ that ye 
go unto sir Bors, and pray him to do that battle for 
you for air Laoncelot’s sake; and, upon my life, he 
will not refuse you. For right well I perceive,” said 
king Arthur, “ that none of all those twenty knights, 
without more, that were with you in fellowship to¬ 
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gether at. yoor dinner, where sir Patrice was so trai¬ 
torously slain, that will do battle for yob, nor none 
of them will say well of yob; and that shall 'be'great 
slander for yon in this court.”-*.” Alas!” said the 
queen, “ I cannot do withal: bat now I miss sir 
Launcelot; for, and he were here, he would put me 
full soon unto my heart's ease.’*—•** What aileth you,” 
said king Arthur, “ that ye cannot keep sir Laun- 
celot on your side? For wit ye well,” said king Ar¬ 
thur, “ whosoever hath the noble knight, sir Launce¬ 
lot, on his part, hath the most man of worship in the 
world on his side. No w, go your way,” said the king 
unto the queen, “ and require sir Bors to do battle 
for you for sir Lauuceleft sake. 


CHAP. CTX. 

How the Queen required Sir Bors to fight for 
. her ; and how he granted it her upon a Con¬ 
dition ; and how he warned Sir Launcelot 
thereof 

SO the queen departed from the king, and sent for 
sir Bors into her chamber; and, when he was come, 
she besought him of succour. “ Madam,” said ’ be, 
“ what would ye that I do? for I may not with my 
worship have to do in this matter, because I was at that 
same dinner, for dread that any of those knights would 
have me in suspfection. Also, madam,” said sir Bors, 
“ now miss ye sir Launcelot; for he would not have 
failed you, neither in right, nor yet in wroAg, as ye 
have well proved when ye have been in danger; and 
now have ye driven him out of this country, by 
whom ye and we all were daily worshipped. There¬ 
fore, madam, I greatly marvel me how ye dare for 
shame require me to do any thing for you, insomuch 
as ye have chased him out of your country, by whom 
I was borne up and honoured.'*—“ Alas 1 fair knight,” 
said the queen, “ I put me wholly in your grace; and 
all that is done amiss I will amend, as ye will counsel 
roe.” And therewith she kneeled down upon both 
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her knees, and besought sir Bors to have mercy upon 
her, “ for I shall have a shameful death, and thereto 1 
never offended.” Right so came king Arthur, and 
found the queen kneeling before sir Bors. Then sir 
Bors took her up, and said, “ Madam ye do to me 
great dishonour.”—“ Ah 1 gentle kaight,” said king 
Arthur, “ have mercy upon my queen, for 1 am now 
in a certain that she is now untruly defamed; and, 
therefore, courteous knight,” said the king, “ pro¬ 
mise her to do battle for her: I require you for the 
love of sir Launcelot.”—“ My lord,” said sir Bors, 
ye require me of the greatest thing that any man may 
require me; and wit ye well if I grant to do battle 
for the queen, T shall wrath many of my fellowship 
of the round table; but, as for that,” said sir Bors, “ I 
will grant my lord, for my lord sir Launcelot’s sake, 
and for your sake, I will at that day be the queen’s 
champion, unless that there come by adventure a 
better knight than I am to do battle for her.”— 
“ Will ye promise this,” said the king, " by your 
faith P*—“ Yea, sir,” said sir Bors, “ of that will I not 
fail you, nor her both; but if that there come a 
better knight than 1 am, then shall he have the 
battle.” Then was the king and the queen passing 
glad, thanked him heartily, and so departed. 

. So then sir Bors departed secretly npon a day, and 
rode unto sir Launcelot there as be was with the her¬ 
mit by sir Brasias, and told him of all his adventures. 
“ AhI Jesu,” said sir Launcelot, “this is happily 
come as I would have it, and therefore I pray you 
make you ready to do battle; but look that ye tarry 
till ye see me. come as long as ye may, for I am sure 
air Mador is a hot knight, if be be chafed, for the 
more ye suffer him, the hastier will he be to do bat¬ 
tle.”—“ Sir,” said sir Bors, “ let me deal with him ; 
doubt ye not ye shall have all yoqr will.” Then de¬ 
parted sir Bors from him, and came unto the court 
again. Then was it noised in all the conrt that sir 
Bors should do battle for the queen; wherefore many 
knights were greatly displeased with him, that he 
should take upon him to do battle in the queen’s 


by Google 



343 KING ARTHUR, AND HIS 

quarrel; for there were but few knights in the 
court, but that they deemed the queen was in the 
wrong, and that she bad done that treason. So sir 
Bon answered thus unto his fellows of the round 
table: “ Wit ye well, ray fair lords, it were shame 
unto ns all, and we suffered to see the most noble 
queen of the world for to be shamed openly, con¬ 
sidering that her lord and our lord is the man of 
most worship of the world, and the most christened; 
and he hath always worshipped ns all in all places. 9 
Many knights answered him again, and said, “As for 
our most noble king Arthur, we love him and honour 
him as well as ye do; but as for queen Guenever we 
love her. not, for because she is a destroyer of good 
knights.”—“ Fair'lords,” said sir Bors, “ me seemetb, 
ye say, not as ye should say, for never yet in all my 
days knew I, nor heard say, that ever she was a de. 
stroyer of any good knight; but at all times as for aa 
I ever could know, she was always a maintainer of 
good knights; and always she hath been large and 
free of her goods to all good knights, and the most 
bounteous lady of her gifts and her good grace that 
ever I saw, or heard speak of; and therefore it were 
great shame (said sir Bors) unto us all to ohr most 
noble king’s wife, if we suffer her to be shamefully 
slain: and wit ye well (said sir Bors) I will not Suf¬ 
fer it; for I dare say so much the queen is not guilty 
of sir Patrice’s death, for she ought him never none 
evil Will, nor none Of the twenty knights that were at 
that dinner; for 1 dare well say that it was for good 
love she had us to dinner, and not for no male en¬ 
gine, and that I doubt not shall be proved hereafter $ 
for howsoever the game goeth, there was treason 
among some of us.” Then some said to sir Bors, 
“ We may well believe your words.” And so soon 
of them were well pleased, and some were not 
pleased. 
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CHAF. CX. 

How at the Day Sir Bors made him ready to 
fight far Queen Guenever, and how another 
discharged him when he should fight . 

THE day came on fast until the even that the 
battle should be. Then the queen sent for sir Bors, 
and asked him “ how he was disposed .”—" Truly, 
madam,” said he, “I am disposed in likewise as I 
promised yon; that is to say, I shall not fail you, un¬ 
less by adventure there come a better knight than 1 tp 
do battle for you; then, madam, am I discharged of 
my promise.”—" Will ye,” said the queen, " that I 
tell my lord, king Arthur, thus Y *—“ Do as it shall 
please yon, madam,” Slid sir Bors. Then the queen 
went unto the king, and told. him the answer of sir 
Bors. “ Have ye np doubt,” said the king, “ of sir 
Bors, for I call him now one of the best knights of the 
world, and the most profitablest man; and this is 
past forth until the morrow.” And the king and the 
queen, and all the knights that were there at that 
time, drew them to the meadow beside Winchester, 
whereas the battle should be. And so when the king 
was come with the queen, and many knights of the 
round table, then the queen was put there in the 
constable’s ward, and there was made a great lire 
about die iron stake, that and dr Mad or de la Port 
had the better she should be burnt: such a custom 
was used in those days, that neither for favour nor for 
love, nor for affinity, there should be none other but 
light wise judgment as well upon a king as upon a 
knight, as well upon a queen as upon another poor 
lady. 

So ip the meanwhile came in sir Mador de la Port, 
and took the oath before the king, that queen Go* 
never did this treason nnto his cousin, sir Patrice, 
and unto his oath he would prove it with his body, 
haw! for hand, who that would say the contrary 
thereto. Right » came sir Bors de Ganis, and mid* 



344 KING ARTHUR, AND MI* i 

“ that aa for queen Guenever she is in the right, and that 
will 1 make good with ray hands, that she is not culpa¬ 
ble of this treason that is put upon her/'—“ Then make 
thee ready," said sir Mador, “ and we shall soon 
prove whether thou be in the right or I."—“ Sir," 
said sir Bors, “ wit ye well I know thee for a goqd 
knight, not for then I shall not fear thee so greatly, 
bnt I trust Unto Almighty God, my maker, I shall 
'be able enough to withstand thy malice: but thus 
much have I promised my lord, king Arthur, and 
my lady the queen, that I shull do battle for her in 
•this case to the uttermost, only that there came a 
better knight than I am, and discharge me."—“ Is 
that all," said sir Mador, “ either come thou off and 
do battle with me, or else say nay.”—“ Take your 
’ florae," said sir Bora, and as I suppose ye shall not 
tarry long, but that ye shall be . answered.” Then 
either departed to their tents, and made them ready 
to mount upon horseback as they thought best. And 
anon sir Mador de la Port came into the field with his 
shield on his shoulder, and a spear in his hand, and 
so fode about the place, crying unto Icing Arthur, 
“ Bid your champion come forth and he dare/* 
Then was sir Bors ashamed, and took his horse, and 
came to the list end; and then was he ware whereas 
came-out of a wood there fast by, a knight, all armed 
at all points, upon a white horse, with a strong shield 
and of strange arms: and be came riding all that he 
might run. And so he cam? to sir Bors, and said, 
“Fair knight, I pray you, be not displeased, for 
here must a better knight than ye are have this bat¬ 
tle ; therefore I pray you to withdraw you; for I 
would ye knew I have had this day a right great 
Journey, and this battle ought, to be mine, and so 
I promised you when I spake with you.last, and 
.with all my heart I thank yon for your good will." 
Then sir Bors rode unto king Arthur, and told biin 
how there was a knight come that would have the 
battle for to fight for tie queen."—“ W hat knight is 
he V ’ said king Arthur."—■“ I cannot shew you,” said 
sir Bora, but such a covenant made he with.me for 
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lo be here this day. Now, my Lord,” said sir Bors, 
here am I discharged.** 


CHAP. CXI. 

How Sir Launcelot fought against Sir Mad or 

• de la Port for the Queen , and how he over* 
came Sir Mador t and discharged the Queen. 

THEN the king called onto that knight, and asked 
him , M if be would fight for the queen V —Then he 
answered unto the king, “ therefore came I hither; 
and, therefore, At king,** he said, “ tarry me M 
longer, for I may not tarry; for anon as I have 
Blushed this battle, I must depart hence, for I have 
to do ittany matters elsewhere: for . wit ye well,** 
said that knight, “ this is dishonour onto you, all 
knights of the round table, to see and know so noble 
a lady, and so courteous a qneen, as queen Goenever 
Is, thus to be rebuked and shamed among yon.’* 
Then marvelled they all what knight that might' be, 
that so todk the battle upon him; but there was not 

* one that knew him, but if it were sir Bora. “Then,* 
said sir Mador de la Fort unto the king, “Now let 
me wit with whom I shall have to do withal.** And 
then they rode to the list’s end, and there they 
coached their spears, and ran the one against the other 
with all their mights; and sir Mador’s spear break all 
to pieces: hut sir Launcelot’s spear held, and bear sir 
Mador’s horse and all backward to the ground, and 
had a great fall; but mightily and suddenly he avoided 
his horse, and dressed his shield before him, and then 
drew his sword, and bade that other knight plight and^ 
do battle with him on foot. Then that knight de* 
scended lightly from his horse like a valiant man, and 
put hfs shield afore him, and drew out his sword. 
And so they came eagerly to battle, and cither gave 
other many satTstrokes, tracing and traversing, racing 
and foyning, and hurtling together with their swords* 
as they had been two wil<J boars. 

. Thus were they fighting nigh an hoar; for this air 
Q 2 
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Mador was a full strong knight, and mightily proved 
in many strong battles. But, at the last, this knight 
smote sir Mador groveling upon the ground, and the 
knight stepped near him for to have palled sir Mador 
flat-long upon the ground. And therewith, all sud¬ 
denly, sir Mador arose; and, in his arising, he smote 
that knight through the thigh, that the blood ran out 
right fiercely. And when he felt himself so wounded,* 
and saw his blood, he let him arise upon his feet, ahd 
then he gave him sach a buffet upon the helm, that 
he fell flatlong to the ground. And therewith he strode 
to him, for to have pulled off his helm from his head: 
and then sir Mador prayed that knight to save bis 
life; and so ho yielded him as an overcome kulght, 
and released the queen of his quarrel. “ I will not 
grant thee life,'* said the knight, “ but only that yon 
freely release the queen for ever, and that no manner 
of mention be made upon sir Patrice’s tomb that ever 
queen Guenever consented to that treason.”—“ All 
this shall be done,” said sir Mador; “ and clearly I 
discharge my quarrel for ever.” Thai the knight*s 
porters of the list took up sir Mador, and led him to 
his tent; and the other knight went straight to the 
stair-foot, whereas king Arthur sat. And by tint 
time was the queen come unto the king, and either 
kissed other lovingly. And, when the king saw 
that knight, he stooped opto him, and thanked him ; 
and in likewise did the queen: and then the king 
prayed him to put off his helm, and torest him, and 
to take a sup of wine. And then he put off his helm 
to drink, and then every knight knew that he was the 
noble knight sir Launcelot. As soon as the king wist 
jfhat, he took the queen by the hand, and went onto 
sir Launcelot, and said, “ Gramercy! of your great 
travail that ye have had this day for me, and for my 
queen.”—“ My lord,” said sir Launcelot, “ wit ye 
well that I ought of right ever to be in your qoatrel, 
and in my lady thequeen’B quarrel, to do battle; for 
ye are the man that gave me the high order -of knight¬ 
hood ; and that day iny la^Jy, your queen, did me 
great worship, or else I had been shamed. For that 
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tame day ye made me knight, through my hastiness 
I lost my sword, and my lady, yonr queen, found it, 
and lapped it in her train, and gave me my sword 
when I had need thereof, or else had I been shamed 
among all knights. And, therefore, my lord, king 
Arthnr, I promised her at that day ever to be her 
knight in right or in wrong -”— n Gramercy,” said 
king Arthur,. ** for this journey: and wit you well,” 
said king Arthur, “ I shall acquit you of yonr goodness.” 
And ever the queen beheld sir Launcelot, and wept 
so tenderly, that she sank almost down npon the 
ground for sorrow, that be had done to her so great 
goodness, whereas she had shewed him great unkind¬ 
ness. Then the knights of his blood drew unto him, 
and there either of them made great joy of other; 
and so came all the knights of the round table that 
were there at that time, and he welcomed them; add 
then sir Mador was had to lechcraft, and sir Launcelot 
was healed of his wound: and then was there made 
great joy and mirth in the court. 

CHAP. CXIL 

I low the Truth was known by the Damsel of 
the Lake , and of divers other Matters. 

AND so it befel that the damsel of the lake, which 
was called Niraue, the which wedded the good knight, 
sir PeUeas; and so she came to the court, for ever she 
did great goodness nnto king Arthur, and to all his 
knights, through her sorcery and enchantments. And 
v so when she heard how die king was angry for the 
death of sir Patrice, then she told it openly that she 
was never gnilty; and there she disclosed by whom it 
was done, a fid named him sir Pinell, and for wbat 
cause he did it, there |t was openly disclosed: and 
so thue queen was excused, and the knight, sir Pinell, 
fled into his country. Then was it openly known that 
.sir Pinell empoisoned the apples of the feast, to the^ 
intent to have destroyed sir Gawaine, because sir 
Gawaine and his brethren destroyed sir Lamofackc 
. de Galis, to whom sir Pinell was cousin unto. Then 
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was -air Patrice bnried in the church of Winchester, fat 
a tomb, and tbereojkm written, “ Here lieth sir 
Patrice of Ireland, slain by sir PineU le Saovage, that 
hnpofaoned apples to have slain sir Gawaine; and, 
by mis fortune, sir Patrice eat one of those apples, and 
then suddenly he burst.” Also there was written 
upon the tomb, that queen Guenever was appealed of 
treason of the death of sir Patrice by sir Mador de la 
Port: and there was made mention bow sir Launch 
lot fought with him for queen Guenever, and over¬ 
came him in plain battle: *nd this was writ upon 
the tomb of sir Patrice in excusing of the queen. 
And then sir Mador sewed daily and long to have the 
queen’s good grace: and* so, by the means of sir 
Lauticelot, he caused him to stand in the queen’s 
grave, and all was forgiven; thus it passed forth 
until our Lady-day, tbe assumption. Within fifteen 
days of that feast, king Arthur let cry a great joust 
and tournament that should he at that day at Camelot, 
that fa, Winchester: and the king let cry that he, and 
the king of Scotland, would joust against all that 
would come against them- And when this cry was 
made, thither came many knights: so there came 
thither the king of Northgalis, and king Anguish of 
Ireland, and the king with tbe hundred knights, and 
sir Galahad, the hanghty prince, and the king of 
Northumberland, and many other noble dukes and 
earls of divers countries. So king Arthur made him 
ready to depart to these jousts and would liave had 
the queen with him, but at that time she would not go 
she said, for she was sick, and might not ride at that 
time. “ Then me repentfeth,” said tbe king, u for 
these seven years ye saw not such a fellowship to¬ 
gether, except at Whitsuntide, when sir Galahad de¬ 
parted from the court.”—“ Truly,” said the queen 
unto the king, “ ye must hold me excused, I may not 
be there, and that me repenteth.” And many deemed 
that the queen would be there, because of sir Lana- 
celot du Lake, for sir Lannoelot would not ride with 
the king, for he said that he was not whole of the 
wound, the which sir Mador had given him; when* 
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fore, the king was passing heavy and wrath, and so 
departed toward Winchester with his fellowship. 
And so, by way, the king lodged in a town called 
Astolat, which is now, in English, called Guildford; 
and there the king lay in the castle. So, when the 
king was deputed, the queen called sir-Launcelot 
unto her and thus she said, “ Sir Launcelot,, ye are 
greatly to blame, thus to hold yon behind my lord; 
,what trow ye what your enemies and mine will say 
and.deem? nought else bat see how sir Launcelot 
holdeth him. , ever behind the king, and so doth the 
qneen, for that they would have their pleasure toge¬ 
ther, and thus will they say,” said the queen unto sir 
•Laottcelet, “ have ye no donbt thereof.'* 


CHAP. CXIIJ. 

llow Sir Launcelot rode to Astolat, and received 
a Sleeve to bear upon his Helm at the request 
of a Maid . 

“ MADAM,” said sir Launcelot to the queen, 
u I allow your wit, it is of late come sith ye were 
wise; and, therefore, as at this time I will be ruled 
by your counsel, and this night I will take my rest, 
and to-morrow betimes will I take my way towards 
Winchester: bat, wit ye well/' said sir Launcelot 
unto queen Guenever, “ that at those jousts I will 
be against the king and all his fellowship .”—“ Ye 
jnay there do as ye list," said queen Gnenever, u but 
by my counsel ye shall not be against your king and 
your fellowship, for therein are many'hardy knights 
of your blood, as ye wot well enough it ncedeth not 
for to rehearse them.”—“ Madam/' said sir Launcelot, 
" I pray you that ye be not displeased with me, for I 
will take the adventure that God will send me.” And, 
so, on the morrow, air* Launcelot went to the church 
and heard mass, and after broke bis fast, and took 
bis leave of the queen, and so departed ; and then he 
rode so long till he came to Astolat, that now is 
called Guildford. And there it happened him in the 
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eventide he came onto a baron’s place which higbt 
sir Bernard of Astolat; and as sir Launcelot entered 
into his lodging, king Arthur espied him as he walked 
in a garden beside the castle how he took his lodg¬ 
ing, and knew him full well. “ It is well said/* 
quoth kiug Arthur to all the knights that were there 
with him, “ in yonder garden, beside the castle, I 
have espied a knight which will full well play his 
play at the jousts, towards which we go: I trader stand 
he will do many deeds of arms.”—“ Who is that, we 
pray you tell us?” said the knights that were there at 
that time. “ Ye shall not know for me,” said the 
kiug, “ at this timeso the king smiled, and went 
to his lodging. So as sir Launcelot was in his lodg¬ 
ing and his chamber' unarming him,'the old baron and 
the hermit came unto him, making him reverence, 
and welcomed him *9 the best manner that they could ; 
but the old knight knew not sir Launcelot. “ Fair 
sir,” said sir Launcelot to his host, “ I would pray 
you to lend me a shield that were not openly known, 
for mine is too much known.”—“ Sir,” said his host, 
“ ye shall have your desire, for me seemeth ye be 
one of the likeliest knights of the world; and, there¬ 
fore, J shall shew you friendship. Sir, wit ye well, 
I have two sons, which were but late made knights, 
hnd the eldest bight sir Hrre, and he was hurt the 
same day that he was made knight, that he may not 
ride; and his shield ye shall have, for that is not 
known, I dare say, but here, and in no place else: 
and my youngest son hight sir Lavaine, and if it 
please you, he shall ride with you unto these jousts: 
and he is of his age strong and mighty—-for much my 
heart giveth uuto you that ye should be a noble 


knight; therefore, I beseech you tell me your name,” 
said sir Bernard.”—“ As for that /’said sir Launcelot, 
“ ye must hold me excused as at this time, and if God 
give me grace to speed well at the jousts, T shall 
come again and tell you : but I pray you heartily,” 
•aid sir Launcelot, “ in anywise let me have your 
•on, sir Lavaine, with me, and that I may have bia 
bro " KM-4 AUo tfaUihtU DedoM," Mid ht 
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Bernard. Tbit old baron had a daughter at that time, 
that was called the fair maid of Astolat, and ever 
she beheld sir Launcelot wonderfully; and she cast 
such a love unto sir Launcelot, that she could not 
withdraw her love, wherefore she died; and her 
name was Elaine la Blannch. So thus as she came to 
and fro, she was so hot in her love, that she thought sir 
Launcelot should wear npon him at the jousts a token 
of Iter's. “ Fair damsel/’ snid sir Launcelot, “ and 
If I grant you that, ye may say I do more for your 
love than ever I did for lady or damsel.” Then he 
remembered him that he would ride unto the jousts dis¬ 
guised, and for because he had never before that time 
borne no manner of token of uo damsel; then he be¬ 
thought him that he would beat one of her's, that none 
of his blood thereby might know him. And then he 
said, “ fair damsel, I will grant yon to wear a token 
of yours upon my helmet; and, therefore, what it is, 
shew me.”—•“ Sir,” said she, “ it is a red sleeve of 
mine of scarlet, well embroidered with great pearls;” 
and so she brought it him. So sir Launcelot received 
it and said, “ Never or this time did I so much for 
no damsel.” And then sir Launcelot betook the fair 
damsel his shield in keeping, and prayed her to keep 
it until he came again. And so that night he had 
merry, rest and great cheer, for ever the fair damsel 
Elaine was about sir Launcelot all the while that she 
might be suffered. 


CHAP CXIV. 

JTow the Tournament began at, Winchester, and 
what Knights were at the Jousts , and of other 
Matters. 

SO upon a day, m the morning, king Arthur and 
all his knights departed; for the king had tarryed 
there three days to abide his knights. And so when 
the king was ridden, sir Launcelot and sir Lavaine 
made them ready for to ride, and either of them had 
white shields, and the red sleeve sir Launcelot let carry 
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with him. Aim! so they took their leave of m Bor* 
nard, the old baron, and of his daughter, the Air 
maid of Astolat; and then they rode so long till that 
they came to Camelot, which is now’ called Winches* 
ter. And there was great press o^ knights, dukes, 
earls, and barons, and many noble knights* Bat there 
was sir Lanncelot privily lodged, by the means of 
sir Lavaine, with a rich bnrgess, that ho roan was 
aware what they were. And so they sojourned there 
till our Lady-day, the assumption, as the great feast 
should be. So then trumpets began to blow unto the* 
field, and king Arthur was set on high upon a 
scaffold, to behold who did best: bnt king Arthur 
would not suffer sir Gawaine to go from him, for 
never had sir Gawaine the better if sir Lanncelot 
were in the field ; and many times was sir Gawaine 
rebuked when sir Lanncelot came into any jousts 
disguised. Then some of the kings, as king Anguish 
of Ireland, and the king of Scotland, were that time 
turned upon king Arthur's side. And then, upon the 
other part was the king of Northgalis, and the king 
with the hundred knights, and the king of Northern* 
land, and sir Galahalr,the haughty prince.’ Bat these 
three kings, and this one duke, were passing weak to 
hold against king Arthur's part, for with him were the 
most noble knights of the world. So then they with¬ 
drew them either party from other, and every man 
made him ready in bis best manner to do what he 
might. Then sir Lanncelot made him ready, and put 
on his red sleeve upon his head, and fastened it: and 
sir Lanncelot and sir Lavaine departed out of Win¬ 
chester privily, and rode unto a little leaved wood 
behind the party that held against king Arthur's part, 
and there they held them still till the parties smote 
together: and then came the king of Scotland, and the 
king of Ireland, on king Arthur's part. And against 
them came the king of Northnmberland; and the 
king with the hundred knights smote down the king 
of Northumberland, and also the king with the hun¬ 
dred knights smote down king Anguish of Ireland. 
Then sir Palomides, that was on king Arthur's party 
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encountered with sir Galahah, aod either of them 
smote down other, and either party helped their lords 
on horseback again. So there began a strong assail 
on both parties; and there came in sir Brandiles, sir 
Sagramore le Desirous, sir Dodinas ie Sauvage, sir 
Kay, the senecshal; sir Griflet le fife de Dieu, sir 
Mordred, sir Meliot de Logris, sir Ocanna le ever 
Hardy, sir Safre, sir Epinogris, aod sir Gaileron of 
Galway: all these fifteen knights of the roond table. 
JSo these, with other more came in together, and beat 
back the king of Northumberland and the king of 
« Wales. When sir Lanncelot saw this, as he hoved in 
a little wood, he said unto sir Lavaine, “ See yonder 
<is a company of good knights, and they hold them to* 
getber as bows that were chased with dogs .*’—“ That 
is truth,” said sir Lavaine. 


CHAP. CXV. 

How Sir Launcelot and Sir Lavaine entered into 
the Field against them of King Arthur’s Court, 
and how Sir Launcelot was hurt. 

“ NOW,” said sir Lanncelot, u and ye will help 
me a little, ye shall see yonder fellowship, which 
.chased now these men of our side, that they shall go 
as fast backward as they went forward.” — “ Sir, 
spare not,” said sir Lavaine, <( for I shall do what T 
may.” Then sir Launcelot and sir Lavaine ca i e in 
at the thickest of the press, and there sir Launcelot 
smote down sir Brandiles, sir Sagramore, sir Dodinas, 
sir Kay, and sir Griflet, and all this he did* with one 
spear. And .sir Lavaine smote down sir Lucas the 
butler, and sir Bediver. And then sir Launcelot got 
another great spear, and there he smote down sir 
Agravame, sir Gaheris, sir Mordred, and sir Meliot 
de Logris. And sir Lavaine smote down Ozanna ie 
ever Hardy. And then sir Launcelot drew out h.s 
sword, and then he smote on the right hand and on 
the left; and by great force he unhorsed sir Safre, sir 
Epinogris and sir Galleron. And the knights of the 
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round table withdrew them back, after they had 
gotten their horses as well as they might. “ O mercy, 
Jesn,” said sir Gawaine, “ what knight b that I see 
yonder, that doth so marvellous deeds of arms ha the 
fields?"—“ I wot well who is that/’ said king Ar¬ 
thur, “ but all this time I will not name Mm.”— 

“ Sir,” said sir Gawaine, “ I would say it were dr 
Launcelot, by the riding, and by his buffets that I see 
him deal. But always me seemeth it should not be 
he, because he beareth the red sleeve upon the hshn, 
for I wist him never yet bear token at no jousts of 
lady or gentlewoman.” — “ Let him be,” saidF king » 
Arthur, “ for he will be better known, and do more, 
or be depart.” Then the party that were against king 
Arthur were welt comforted, and they held them to¬ 
gether, which beforehand were sore rebuked. Then 
sir Bors, sir Ector de Maris, and sir Lionel, called 
unto them the knights of their blood, as dr Blamore 
de Ganis, dr Bleoberis, sir Aliduke, dr Galihad, dr 
Gaiihodin, and sir Beilangere le Beuse : so these nine 
knights, of sir Launcelofs kin, thrnst in mightily, for 
they were all noble knights; and they, of great hate 
and despite that they had to him, thought to rebuke 
those noble knights, sir Launcelot and dr Lavaine, for 
they knew them not. And so they came hurtling to¬ 
gether, and smote down many knights of Northgalb 
and of Northumberland. And when sir Launcelot saw 
them fore so, be got a spear in his hand, and there en¬ 
countered with them all at once; dr Bors, dr Enter 
de Maris, and sir Lionel, smote him all at once with 
their spears. 

And with force of themselves they smote dr Lams- 
celot's hone unto the ground, and by misfortune dr 
Bors smote sir Launcelot through the shield into the 
side, and the spear break, and the head abode still in¬ 
side. When dr Lavaine saw his master lie upon the 
ground, be ran to the king of Scotland, and smote 
him to the ground; and by great force he took kb 
horse, and, maugre them all, he made him to mount 
upon that horse. And then dr Lancelot did matagre 
them all, be made him to mount upon that hone; 
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and thfta sir Laauceiot got him a great spear in his 
hand, and there he smote sir Bors, both horse and 
man, to the ground : and in the same wise he served 
sir Ector and sir Lionel. And sir Lavaipe smote 
down sir Blamore de Ganis; and then sir Lannceldt 
began to draw his sword, for he felt himself so sore 
hurt, that he weened there* to have had his death; 
and then he smote sir Bleoberis such a buffet upon 
the helm, that he fell down to the ground in a swoon; 
and in the same wise be served sir'Alidake and sir 
Galihad. And sir Lavaine smote down sir Bellan- 
gere, that was the son of sir Alisaander Lorphelin. 
And* by that time sir Bors was horsed, and then he 
came with sir Ector and sir Lionel, and they three 
smote with their swords upon sir Laancdot’s helmet; 
and when he felt their buffets, and his wound, that 
was grievous, then he thought to do what he might 
while he might endure; and then he gave sir Bort 
such a buffet, that he made him to bow his head pass- 
log low, and there withal he rased off his helm, and 
might have slain him, and so pulled him down. And 
in the same manner of wise he served sir Ector and 
sir Lionel: for he might have slain them; but, when 
lie saw their visages, his heart might not serve him 
thereto, but left them there lying. And then after he 
hurtled in among the thickest press of them all, and 
did there marvelleus deeds of arms, that ever any 
man saw or heard speak of; and alway the good 
Insight, sir Lavaine, was with him. And, then sir 
Lanncelot, with his sword, smote and pulled down 
more knights, and the most part were of the round 
table. And shr Lavaine did full well that day, for h« 
smote down ten knights of the round tabic. 
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CHAP. CXVI. 

How Sir Launcelot and Sir Lavaine departed 

out of the Fields and in what Jeopardy Sir 

Launcelot was. 

44 AH! mercy Jean,” said sir Gawaioe onto king 
Arthur, “ I marvel what knight be is with the red 
■sleeve.”—“ Sir,” said king Arthur, “ he will be 
known or he depart.” And then the king let blow 
unto lodging, and the prize was given by heralds to 
the knight with the white shield, and that bear the 
red sleeve. Then came the king with the hundred 
knights, the king of North gal is, and the king of 
Northumberland, and sir Galahalt, the baoghty prince, 
and said unto sir Launcelot, “ Fair knight, God thee 
bless, for much have ye done this day for us; there¬ 
fore, we pray you, that ye will coipe with us, that 
ye may receive the honoor and the price, as ye have 
worshipfully deserved it.”— 44 My fair lords,” said 
sir Launcelot, 44 wit ye well if I have deserved thanks, 
I have sore bought it, and that me repenieth, for I 
am like never to escape with my life; therefore, fair 
lords,•! pray you that ye will suffer me to depart 
where me liketh, for 1 am sore hurt, I take no force 
of none honour; for 1 had lever to rest me, than to 
be lord of all the world.” And therewith he groaned 
piteously, and rode a great gallop away from them, 
until he came under a wood’s side; and when he saw 
that he was from the field nigh a mile, that he was 
sure he might not be seen, then be said, with a high 
voice, 44 O gentle knight, sir Lavaine, help me, that 
this truncheon were out of my side, for it sticketh 
so sore, that it almost slayeth me.”—“ O, mine own 
lord,” said sir Lavaine, 44 I would fain help you, 
but It dreads me sore; and I draw out the truncheon, 
that ye shall be in .peril of death.”— 44 I charge you,” 
•aid sir Launcelot, 44 as ye love me, draw it out.” 
And therewith he descended from his horse, and so 
did sir Lavaine; and forthwith sir Lavaine drew the 
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truncheon oat of bis side: and air Lanncelot gave a 
great shriek, and a marvellous ghastly groan, and his 
blood burst out nigh a pint at once, that at the last 
he sunk down upon his buttocks and swooned, pale 
and deadly. ** Alas!” said sir Lavaine, “ what shall 
I do now V’ And then he turned sir Lanncelot into 
the wind, but so he lay there nigh half an hour, as 
be had been dead. And so at the last Mr Lanncelot 
cast up his eyes, and said, ** O, sir Lavaine, help me, 
that l were upon my horse ; for here, fast by, within 
these two miles, is a gentle hermit, which sometime 
was a noble knight, and a great lord of possessions, 
and for great goodness be hath taken him unto wilful 
poverty, and hath forsaken his possessions, and his 
name is sir Bawdewine of Britain, and he is a full 
noble snrgeon, and a right-good leech. Now, let see, 
help me up, that I were there; for always my heart 
ghreth me that I shall not die of my cousin-german’s 
bands.” Ajo <1 then with great pain sir Lavaine helped 
him upon his horse, and then they rode a great gal¬ 
lop together; and ever sir Lanncelot bled, that it 
ran down to the earth. And so, by fortune, they 
came auto that hermitage, the which was under a 
wood, and a great cliff on the other side, and a fair 
water running under it. And then sir Lavaine beat 
on the gate with the end of his spear, and cried,* 
“ Let me in, for Christ’s sake.” And then came a 
fair child to them, and asked them what they would. 
u Fur son,” said sir Lavaine, “ go and pray thy 
lord, the hermit,; for God’s sake, to let in *a- knight. 
Which is right sore wounded; and this day, tell thy. 
lord, that I saw him do more deeds of arms than 
ever 1 heard say (hat any man did.” So the child 
went In lightly, and then he brought the hermit, that 
was a parsing good man. So when sir Lavaine saw. 
him, he prayed him, for God’s sake, of snccoaiv 
“ What knight is he ?” said the hermit, “ is he of the> 
bouse of king Arthur, or not f“ I wot not,” said 
sir Lavaine, “ what he is, nor what is his name; but 
well 1 wot 1 saw him do marvellously this day, as of 
deeds of arms.”—" On whose part was be?” said (to 
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hermit. “ Sir,” said sir Lavaine, “ he wasthia day 
against king Arthur, and there' he wen the prise of 
att the knights of the round table ."—'*f 1 have seen the 
day/* said the hermit, “ I would have loved him the 
worse, because he was against my lord king Arthur; 
for 1 was sometime one of the fellowship of the 
round table; but now, l thank God, I am otherwise 
dis posed. But" where is he 1 Let me see him." The* 
sir Lavaine brought the hermit where the most noble 
knight air Launceiot was. 


CHAP. CXVII. 

How Sir Launceiot was brought unto a Her\ 
mit for to be healed of his Wounds , and of 
other Matters . 

AND when the hermit beheld him, as heart lean¬ 
ing upon his saddle-bow, ever bleeding, piteously 
»nd alway the knight hermit thought that he should 
know him, but he could not bring him to know¬ 
ledge, because he was so pale for bleeding. “ What 
knight are ye V said the hermit, “ and where were 
ye born?”—«** Fair lord,” said sir Launceiot, M I am 
a stranger, and a knight adventurous, that tabouratlr 
throughout many realms, for to win worship.” Then 
the hermit advised him better, and saw, by a wound 
on the cheek, that he was sir Launceiot. « Alas !" 
said the hermif, “ mine own lord, why hide ye your 
name from me; forsooth, I ought to know yon of 
right, for ye are the most noble knight of the world. 
For well 1 know yon for sir Launceiot."—** Sir," 
said he, sith ye know me, help roe, and ye may for 
Christ’s sake; fear I would be- out of this pain at 
ouce, either to death or to life.”—“ Have ye no 
doubt," said the hermit, ** ye shall live, and fare 
right well.” And so die hermit called to him two of 
his servants : and so he and his servants bare him 
into the hermitage, and lightly unarmed him, and laid 
him in his bed. And then anon the hermit steadied 
the blood, and then he made him to drink good 
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Wifte; m by that air Launcelot was right well re* 
freahed, and came tp himself again. For, in those 
days, it was with the guise of hermits, as it now is in 
these days: for there were no hermits In those days, 
hut that they had been men of worship and of 
prowess; and those- hermits held great households, 
and refreshed people that were in distress. Now 
tarn we'nntoking Arthur, and leave we sir Launce* 
lot in the hermitage. So when the kings were to¬ 
gether, on both parties, and the great feast should be 
hplden, king Arthur asked the king of Northgalis, 
and his fellowship, where was the knight that bare 
the red sleeve, bring him before me, that he may 
have his land and honour, and the prize, as it is 
right. Then spake sir Galahalt, the haughty prince, 
and the king with the hundred knights, We sup¬ 
pose that knight is mischieved, and that he is never 
like to see yon, nor none of us all; and that is the 
most greatest pity that ever we wist of any knight.’' 
—** AlasI” said king Arthur, “ how may this be, is 
be so hart. What is his name?” said king Arthur. 
*f Truly,” said they all, “ we know not his name, 
■or from whence he came, nor whither he would.” 
** Alas!” said king Arthur, “these be to me the 
worst tidings that ever came fb me these seven years; 
for I would not, for all the lands I have, to know and 
wit it were so, that noble knight were slain.” — 
“ Know ye himsaid they ail. “ As for that,” 
said king Arthur, “ whether I know him dr not, ye 
shall not wit for me what he is; bat Almighty Jesa 
send me good tidings of him.” And so they said all. 
“ By my head,” said sir Gawaine, “ if it be so that 
the good knight be so sore hurt, it is great damage 
and pity to all thb land, for he is one of the noblest 
knights that ever I saw in a field handle a spear or a 
sword; and, if he may be fonnd, I shall find him, 
fpr I am sure that he is not far from this town.”— 

“ Bear you well,” said king Arthur, “ and ye may 
find him; without that ye be in such a plight that he 
may not bestir himself.”—“ Jesu defend,” said sir 
Gawaine, “ but I shall know what he is and if I may 
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find him.” Right so, sir Gawaine took a squire with 
him, and rode npon two hacknies, ail about Came- 
Jot, within six or seven miles. But as he wont, so he 
eame again, and could hear no word of him. Thai 
within two days king Arthur, and all the fellowship, 
returned to London again; and so, as they rode by 
the way, it happened sir Gawaine, at Astolat, to 
lodge with sir Bernard, where sir Laoncdot was 
lodged. And so, as sir Gawaine was in his chamber, 
for to take his rest, sir Bernard, the old baron, caroe 
to him, and also his fair daughter Elaine, for to cheer 
him, and to ask him what tidings he knew, and who 
did best at the tournament at Winchester. “ So God 
help me,” said sir Gawaine, ** there were two knights, 
which bear two white shields, but the one of them 
be'ar a red sleeve upon his head, and certainly he was 
one of the best knights that ever I saw joust in the 
field. For, I dare make it good,” said sir Gawaine, 
“ that one knight with the red sleeve smote down 
forty valiant knights of the round table, and his ftl* 
low did right well and worshipfully.”—“ Now, bless, 
ed be God,” said the fair maid at Astolat, *' that the 
good knight sped so well; for he is the man in the 
world the which I first loved, and tmly he shall be 
the last man that ever after 1 shall love.”—Now, fair 
maid,” said sir Gawaine, “ is that good knight your 
love .”—“ Certainly,” said she; “ wit ye weR, he it 
my love.”—“Then know ye his name?” said sir Ga. 
waine. “'Naturally,” said the maid, I know not 
bis name, nor from whence he eame : but, to say that 
1 love him, 1 promise God and you that I love him;* 
—“ How had ye knowledge ’ of him firstf” said air 
Gawaine. 
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CHAP. CXVIIT. 

Mow Sir Gawaine was lodged with the Lord of 
Mtolat , and there he had Knowledge that U 
was Sir Launcelot that hear the Red Sleeve . 

THEN she told him, as ye have heard before, 
and how her father betook him her brother to do him 
service, and how her father lent him her brother air 
Tire's shield, and here with her he left his own shield. 
•* For what cause did he so T said sir Gawaine.— 
•* For this cause," said the damsel; “ for his shield 
was too well known among many noble -knights."— 
“ Ah, fair damsel,” said sir Gawaine, “ please it 
you for to let me have a sight of that shield. - "—** Sir,** 
said she, “ it is m my chamber covered with a case, 
and if it will please you to come in with roe ye shall 
see it."—“ Not so,”-said sir Bernard unto his daugb- 
ter, “ let send for it.” So when the shield was come, 
air Gawaine took off the case; and, when he beheld 
that shield, be knew anon that it was sir Launcetot’s 
shield, and his own arms. “ Ah! Jesu mercy,” said 
sir Gawaine, “ now is my heart more heavier than 
ever k was before.”—** Why 1** said the damsel, 
Elaine. ** For I -have a great cause,” said sir Ga¬ 
waine ; ** is that knight that owneth that shield your 
love f*—“ Yes, truly’,” said she, “ my love he isr 
God would that 1 were his love.”—“ So God me 
speed! 1 * said sir Gawaine, “ fair damsel, ye love-the 
most honourable knight of the world, and the man 
of most worship.”—“ So me thought ever," said the 
damsel, “ for never or that time, for no knight that 
ever I saw, loved 1 never none erst. - ”—“ God grant,**' 
said sir Gawaine, “ that either of you may rejoice 
other, but that is in a great adventure. But truly,** 
said sir Gawaine unto the damsel, ** ye may say ye 
have a fair grace; for why 1 I have known that 
ndble knight this fourteen years, and never or that 
day, -I or none other knight,! dare make it good, saw 
nor heard that ever he bear token or sign of noiady, 
VOL. II. R 
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gentlewoman, nor made at any jousts nor tourna¬ 
ment ; and therefore, fair maid/’ said sir Gawaine, 
M ye are much beholden to give. him thanks. Bat 
I dread me,” said sir Gawaine, “ ye shall never see 
him in this world, and that is great pity as ever wan 
of earthly knight.”—“ Alas P* said she, “ bow may 
this be; is he slain?”—“ I say not* so,” said sir Ga¬ 
waine; “ but wit ye well that he is grievously 
wounded by all manner of signs, and by men’s sight 
more likelier to he dead than-to be alive, and wit ye 
well he is the noble knight, sir Launcelot; for by his 
shield I know him.”—“ Alas f’ said the fair maid, 
Blaine, “ how may it be; what was his hurt?”—. 
“ Truly,” said sir Gawaine, “ the man in the world that, 
loveth him best hurt him so, and I dare say,” said sir 
Gawaine,■“ and that knight that hurt him, knew the 
very certain that he had hurt sir Launcelot, it would 
be the most sorrow that ever came to his heart.”— 
“ Now, fair father,” said Elaine, “ 1 require you 
give me leave to ride and to seek him, or else ! wot, 
well I shall go out of ray mind, for I shall never 
stint till that I have found him and my brother sir- 
Lavaine .”— u Do as ye think best,” said her father, 
** for me right sore repenteth of the hurt of that noble 
knight.” So the maid made her ready before sir 
Gawaine, making great dole. Then on the morrow 
air Gawaine came onto king Arthur, and told him 
how be had found sir Launcelot’s shield in the. 
keeping of the fair maid of Astolat. “ All that, 
I knew,” said king Arthur, “ and that caused me 
I would not suffer you . to have to do at the greats 
jousts. For I espied him,” said king Arthur,—. 
“ when be came into his lodging, fall late in the,, 
evening in Astolat; bnt marvel have I,” said king, 
Arthur, “ that ever be would bear any sign of any. 
damsel, for or now I never heard say nor knew that, 
•ever he bear any token of no earthly woman.”—, 
"* By my head," said sir Gawaine, “ the fair maid 
of Astolat loveth sir Launcelot marvellously well, 
bpt what it meaneth I cannot say; and she is ridden, 
ftflcjr him fo* to seek hum 
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So king Arthur and all bis coart came to Londoo, 
and there sir Gawaiue openly disclosed onto all the. 
coart that it was the noble knight, sir Launcelot, that 
Jousted best. 


CHAP. CXIX. 

Of the great Sorrow that Sir Boro made for the 
Hurt of Sir Launcelot , and of great Anger 
that Queen Guenever had because Sir Launce¬ 
lot bear the Red Sleeve . 

AND when sir Bors beard that, wit ye well he 
■was a heavy and a sorrowful man, and so were all 
his kinsmen. Bat when queen Gnenever wist that 
sir Launcelot bear the red sleeve of the fair maid of 
Astolat, she was nigh oat of her mind for anger and 
wrath: and then she sent for sir Bors de Ganis, in 
all the haste that might be. So when sir Bors came 
afore the queen, she said unto him, “ Ah! sir Bors, 
have ye heard say how falsely sir Launcelot bath be¬ 
trayed me V *—“ Alas! madam,” said sir Bors, “ I 
am afraid he hath* betrayed himself and us all.”— 
"No force,” said the queen, “ though that he be de¬ 
stroyed, for he is but a false, traitorous knight.”— 
“ Madam,” said sir Bors, “ I beseech you say not so, for 
wit ye well I may not hear such language of him.”— 
** Why, sir Bors,” said the queen, “ should I not call 
him a traitor, when he bear the red sleeve upon his 
head at Winchester, at the great tournament ?”— u Ma¬ 
dam, 1 ” said sir Bors, “ that red sleeve bearing re- 
penteth me sore; bat I dare say he did it to none 
evil intent, bat for this cause he bear the red sleeve,. 
that none of us that be of his blood sboald know him. 
For or then he nor none of us all, never knew that 
ever he bear token or sign of maid, lady, or gentle¬ 
woman.”—" Fie on him,” said the qneen, “ notwith¬ 
standing for all bis pride and boldness, yet there ye 
proved yourself his better.”—“ Nay, madam,” said 
sir Bors, “ say ye uever more so, for he beat me and 
xny fellows, and might have slain us, if he had liked.” 
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“•Fie on him,” said queen Guenever, “ for t'belfd 
shGawaine say, before my lord Aithur, that marvel 
it'wdre to tell the great love that is between the fair 
maid of Astolat and him.”—“ Madam,” said sir Bora, 
“ I may not warn sir Gawaine to say what it pleased 
him; but I dare say, as for my lord sir Launcelot, 
that he loveth no lady, gentlewoman, nor maid, but 
all he loveth in like much ; and therefore, madam,” 
said sir Bors, “ ye may say what ye will, but wit ye 
well that I will haste me to seek him and find him 
wheresoever he be, and God send me good tidings 
of him.” 

' And so leave we them there, and speak we of sir 
Launcelot that lay in great peril. So as the fair maid 
Elaine came to Winchester, she sought there all about, 
and by fortune sir Lavaine was ridden to play him 
and to enchase his horse. And anon as fair Elaine 
• saw him, she knew him, and then site cried aloud 
unto him: and when he heard her, anon he came 
unto her, and then she asked her brother, “ How 
farelh my lord, sir Launcelot ?”—“ Who told you, 
sister, that my lord’s name was sir Launcelot I” Then 
die told him how* sir Gawaine by his shield knew 
him. So they rode together tilt they came unto the 
hermitage, and anon she alighted: so sir Lavaine 
brought her unto sir Launcelot, and when she saw 
him lie so sick and pale in his bed, she might not 
speak, but suddenly -she fell unto the ground in a 
swoon, and there she lay a great while. And when 
she was relieved, she sighed and said, u My lord, air 
Lanncelot, alas! why-go ye in this plight l” and then 
she swooned again. And then dr Lanncelot prayed 
sir Lavaine to take her up, and to bring her to him. 
And when she came to herself again, dr Lanncelot 
kissed her, and said, “ Fair maid, why fare ye thus, 
ye put me to pain; wherefore make ye no more 
such cheer, for and ye be come to comfort me, ye be 
right welcome, and of this little hurt that I have, I 
dial! be full hastily whole by the grace of God. But 
I marvel,” said sir Launcelot, “ who told you my 
name!” Then the fair maid told him all how air 
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Oawaine was lodged with, her father, and there by 
your shield lie discovered your name. “ Alas!” said 
sir Launcelot, “ ine sore repenteth that my name is 
known, for I am sure that it will turn to anger." 
And then sir Launcelot compassed in his mind that 
sir Gawaine would tell queen Gnencver how. he be^r 
the red sleeve, and for whom that he wist well that 
It would torn to great anger. So this maid Elaine 
never went from sir Launcelot, but watched him day 
and night, and gave such attendance upon him, there 
was never woman did more kindlier for man tii^n 
she did. Then sir Launcelot prayed sir Lavaine to 
make espies in Winchester for sir Bors, if he came 
there, and told him by what token he should know 
him, by a wound in hi& forehead. “ For well,I am 
sure,” said sir Launcelot, “ that sir Bors will seek me, 
for be is the good knight that hurt me.” 


CHAP. CXX. 

. How Sir Bors sought Sir Launcelot , and found 
him in the Hermitage, and of the Lamentation 
between them. 

NOW turn we unto sir Bors de Ganis, that came 
to Winchester to seek, alter his cousin, sir Launcelot : 
and so when be came to Winchester, am n there were 
men that sir Lavaine had made to lie in watch for 
' such a man, and anon sir Lavaine had warning thereof. 
And then sir Lavaine came to Winchester and found 
sir Bors, and there he told him what he was, and 
what his name was. ** Now courteous knight,” said 
sir Bors, ** I require you that ye will bring me nnto 
my lord sir Launcelot."—** Sir,” said sir Lavaine, 
** take your horse, and within this hour ye shall see 
him." And' so they departed and came nnto the 
hermitage, where sir Launcelot was; and when dr 
Bors saw sir Launcelot lie in his bed all pale and 
discoloured, anon sir Bors lost his countenance, and 
for kindness and for pity he might not speak, but 
wept full tenderly a great while. And then wheu he 
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might speak, he said unlo him lhas: “ O, my lord. 
Sir Launcelot! God bless yon, and send yon hasty 
recovery; and full heavy am I of my misfortune, and 
of mine unhappiness, for now I may call myself on- 
happy, and 1 dread and fear me that God is greatly 
displeased with me, that he would suffer roe to have 
such a shame for to hnrt you, that are all our leader 
and all our worship, and therefore I call myself un¬ 
happy. Alas! that ever such a captive knight as I 
am should have power, by unhappiness, to hart the 
most noble knight of all the world, where I so 
' shamefully set upon you, and overcharged you; and 
whereas ye might have slain me, ye saved me, and 
so did not I, for I and my blood did to yon our utter- 
' most. I marvel,” said sir Bors, “ that my heart or 
' blood would serve me, wherefore my lord, sir Lauuce- 
lot, 1 ask you mercy.”—“ Fair cousin,” said sir 
Launcelot, “ ye are right heartily welcome, and wit 
ye well ye say overmuch to please me, which pleas- 
eth me not; for why I have the same I sought, for I 
’ would with pride have overcome you every each one, 

. and there in my pride I was nigh slain, and that 
was through mine own default, for I might have 
given yon warning of my being there, and then had 
I not been hurt: for it is an old saying, ‘ There is a 
hard battle whereas kin and friendship do battle 
either against other, there may be no mercy, but 
mortal war/ Therefore, fair cousin,” said sir Launce¬ 
lot, “ let this speech overpass, and all shall be wel¬ 
come that God sendeth; and let ns leave of this mat¬ 
ter, and let us speak of some rejoicing. For this that 
is done may not be undone, and let ns find soiqe 
remedy how soon that I may be whole.” Then sir 
' Bors leaned upon his bed’s side, and there he told sir 
Lanncelot how the queen was passing wrath with 
him, because he wore the red sleeve at the great 
Jousts. And there sir Bors told him all how air 
Gawaine discovered it by his shield, which he left 
with the fair maid of Astolat. “ Then is the queen 
wroth," said sir Launcelot, “ and therefore am I 
right heavy, for I deserved no wrath; for all that l 
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did was because that I would not be known.”— 
Knight, so excused I you,*' said sir Bors; "but all 
was in vain : for she said more larglier to me than 
I to you now. But is this she,* said sir Bora, "that 
is so busy about you, that men call the fair maid of 
Astolat I”—“ She it is,'* said sir Launcelot, " which, 
by no manner of means, I can put from me.”— 
“ Why should ye put her from you V* said sir Bort, 
“ she is a passing fair damsel, and well beaeen, and 
well taught; and, would to God, fair cousin,” said sir 
Bors, " that ye could love her. But, as to that, I 
may not, nor dare not, counsel you ; but I see well," 
said sir Bors, " by her diligence about you, that she 
loveth you entirely.”—" That me repenteth,” said sir 
Launcelot. " Sir,” said sir Bors, " she is not the 
first that hath lost her pain upon you, and that is the 
more pity.” And so they talked of many other things 
more; and so, within four or five days, sir Launcelot 
was big and strong again. 


CHAP. CXXI. 

How Sir Launcelot armed himself, for to assay 
himself if he might bear Arms ; and how his 
Wound broke out again. 

THEN sir Bors told sir Launcelot how that there 
Was sworn a great tournament and jousts between 
king Arthur and the king of Northgalis, that should 
be upon Allhallowmas-day, beside Winchester. « Is 
that troth 1” said sir Launcelot ; “ then shall ye abide 
istill With me a little while, until that I be whole; for 
I feel myself right big and strong.”—“ Blessed be God ” 
said sir Bors. Then they abode there almost a month 
together; and ever this fair maid, Elaine, did her 
; diligence and labour night and day unto sir Launce¬ 
lot, that there was never child more meeker unto the 
father, Uor wife unto her husband, than was that fair 
maid of Astolat; wherefore, sir Bors was greatly dis¬ 
pleased With her. So upon a day, by the assent of 
4if Launcelot, sir Bors, and sir Lavaine, made the 
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hermit to go seek in woods for divers faierbs; and 
so sir Launcelot made fair Elaine for to gather herbs 
for him to make him a bane. In the meanwhile sir 
Lanncelot made him to arm him at all points, and * 
there he thought for to assay his armour and his spear 
7 for his hurt or not. And, when he was npon his 
horse, he spurred him fiercely; and the horse was 
passing lusty and fresh, because he was not laboured 
a month before : and then sir Launcelot couched his 
spear in the rest. So that courser leapt mightily, 
when he felt the spurs, and him that was npon him, 
the which was the noblest kuight in the world ; he 
steered him rigoronsly, and be stifly and stably kept 
still the spear in the rest. And therewith sir Lannce¬ 
lot strained himself so straightly with so greats force 
to get his horse forward, that the bottom of the 
wound broke, both within and without; and there¬ 
with the blood came out so fiercely, that he felt him¬ 
self so feeble that he might not sit upon his horse. 
And then sir Launcelot cried unto sir Bors, “ Ah! 
sir Bors, and sir Lavaine, help me; for I come onto 
mine end. And therewith he fell down on the one 
side nnto die ground, like a dead corpse. And then 
• sir Bors and sir Lavaine came to him, making oat 
of measure great sorrow; and so, by fortune, the 
maid Elaine heard their sorrow and dole, and then 
she came thither. And, when she found sir Lann¬ 
celot there armed in that place, she cried and wept, 
as she had been mad; and then she kissed him, and 
did what she might to awake him. And then she 
rebuked her brother and sir Bors, and. called them 
both false traitors, and why they would take him out 
of his bed V * There she cried, and said she would 
appeal them of his death. With this came the holy 
hermit, sir Boudwaine, of Britain; and, when he 
found sir Launcelot in that plight, he said bat little ; 
but wit ye well he was right wrath. And then he 
said to them, “ Let us have him in.” And so they 
all bear him into the hermitage and unarmed him, 
ami laid him in his bed; and evermore his wound 
Wed piteously, but be stirred no limb of his hotly. 
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Then the knight-hermit pot a thing in his nose, and 
a little deal of -water in his mouth; and then dr 
Launcelot awakened out of his swoon. And then the 
hermit staunched his bleeding; and, when he might 
speak, he asked sir Launcelot why he put his life in 
jeopardy. “Sir/’ said sir Launcelot, “ for because I 
weened I had been strong enough; and also sir Bars 
told me that there should be at Allliallowmas a great 
joust between king Arthur and the king of North- 
galis: and, therefore, I thought to assay myself, if I 
might'be there or not.”—“Ah ! sir Launcelot," sakft 
the hermit, ** your heart and your courage will ne¬ 
ver be done, until your last day. But ye shall do 
now by my counsel. Let sir Bors depart from you, ' 
and let him do at that tournament what he may. And, 1 
by the grace of God," said the knight-hermit, “ by 
that the tournament be done, and ye come hither 
again, sir Launcelot shall be as whole as ye, so that 
he will be ruled by me.” 


CHAP. CXXIL 

How Sir Bors returned, and told Tidings of 
Sir Launcelot, and of the Tournament , and 
unto whom the Prize was given, 

AND then sir Bon made him ready to depart 
from sir Launcelot; and then sir Launcelot said/ 
“ Fair cousin, sir Bors, recommend me unto all them- 
unto whom I ought to recommend me unto; and I 
pray you enforce yourself at that joust, that ye may 
be best for my love ; and here shall I abide yon, at 
the mercy of God, till ye come again.” And so sir- 
Bors departed, and came to the court of king Arthur, 
and told them in what place he hud left sir Launch 
lot. “ That me repenteth,” said the king: but, sith* 
be shall have his life, we all may thank God.” 
And there sir Bors told the queen in what great 
jeopardy sir Launcelot was, when be would assay 
his hone. “ And all that he did, madam, was for 
the love of you, because he would have been uttbi** 
R * 
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tournament."—“ Fie on him, recreant knight ?* said 
tb$ queen; “ for wit ye well I am right sorry and 
he shall have his life."—“ His life shall be have/ 
sgid sir Bors; and who that would otherwise, (ex¬ 
cept you, madam) we that be of his blood should 
help to shorten their lives. But, madam," said sir 
Bors, “ ye have been oftentimes displeased with my 
lprd, sir Lanncelot; but at all times, at the end, ye 
fipd him a true knight." And so he departed; and 
then every knight of the round table that was there 
present at that time, made them ready to be at the 
jousts of Allhallowmas: and thither drew many 
lcnigbts of many countries. And, as Allhallowmas 
drew near, thither came-the. king of Northgalis, and 
the king with the hundred knights, and sir Galahalt, 
the haughty prince of Snriuse; and 4hkher came 
king Anguish of Ireland, and the king of Scotland. 
So these three knights came on king Arthur's part. 
And so that day sir Gawaine did great deeds of arms,, 
and began first; and the heralds numbered that air 
Gawaine smote down twenty knights. Then came 
in at that same time sir Bore de Ganis, and he was 
numbered that he had smitten down twenty knights ; 
and, therefore, the prise was given between them 
both: for they began first, and ■ longest endured. 
Also sir Gareth did that day great creeds of arms ; 
for he smote down and pulled down thirty knights: 
but, when he had done these deeds, be tarried not, 
but so departed; and, therefore, he lost his prise. 
And sir Palomides did great de^ds of arms that day; 
for he smote down twenty knights. Bat be departed 
suddenly; and inen deemed that sir Gareth and he 
rode together on -some adventure. 

So, when this tournament was done, sir Bors de¬ 
parted, and rode till .he came to sir Lpuncelot, his 
cousin, and then be found him walking on his feet; 
and there either made great joy of other. And so 
sir Bore told sir Launcelot of all the jousts, like aa 
ye have beard. “ 1 marvel," said sir Lnnncelot, 
M that sir Gareth, when he had done such deeds of 
krais, that he would not tarry,"— -f* Thereof we mar- 
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relied all,” said dr Bors; “ for, bat If It were yoa f 
or dr Tristram, or sir Lamoracke de Galls, I saw 
never knight bear down so many in so little a while 
as did sir Gareth; and anon he was gone we wist 
not where.”—“ By ray head/’ said si* Launcelot, M he 
it a noble knight and a mighty man, and well breath¬ 
ed. And, if that he were strongly assayed,” said sir 
Launcelot, “ I won id deem that he were good enongh 
for any man that-beareth life. And lie is a gentle 
knight, courteous, trae, and bounteous, meek and 
mild; and in him is* no manner of male engine, but 
plain, faithful, and true.”' So then they made them 
ready to depart from the hermit. And so, upon a 
day, they took their horses, and took Elaine le 
Blancke with them; and; when they came to Asto- 
lat, there they were weN lodged,- and had gfeat cheer 
of sir Bernard, the old baron, and of sir l'irre, his 
son. And so, on the morrow, when sir Launcelot 
should depart, fair Elaine brought^ her father with 
her, and her two brethren, sir Tirre and sir Lavaine, 
ud thus she said;— 


8HAP. CXXIIL 

Of the great'Lamentation that the fair Maid 
of Jstnlat made when Sir Launa Lot should 
depart, and how she died for his Love. 

“ MY lord, sir Launcelot; now I see that yc wifi 
depart, fair and courteous knight, have mercy upon 
me, and suffer me not to die for your love.”— 
** What would you that I did V’ said sir Launcelot. 
“ I would have you unto my husband,” said the maid 
Elaine. “ Fair damsel, 1 thank you,” said sir Laun- 
celot; “ but certainly,” said he, “ I cast me never to* 
be married.”—“ Then, fair knight,” said she, “ will 
ye be my paramour V —“ Jesu defend me !" said sir 
Launcelot; “ for then shonld I reward your father 
and your brother full evil for their great goodness.” 

Alas 1” said she, “ then must I needs die for yoor 
Iovg/W Ye shall not,” said sir Launcelot; ** for wit 
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ye well, fair damsel, that I might have been merited 
end I had would; but I never applied me to be mar- 
. lied. Eat because, fair damsel, that ye will love me 
as ye say ye do, I will, for your good love and kind¬ 
ness, shew you*some goodness; and that is this : That 
. wheresoever ye will set your heart upon some good 
knight that will wed you, I shall give you together a 
thousand pounds yearly to you and to your heirs. 
Thus much will I give you, fair maid, for your kind* 
ness, and always while I live to be your own knight.** 
t-“ Of all this,” said the damsel, “ I will none; for 
but if ye will wed me, or else be my paramour at die 
least, wit ye well, sir Launcelot, my good days are 
done."—“ Fair damsel,” said sir Launcelot, “ of these 
. two things ye must pardon me.” Then she shrieked 
Shriljy, -and fell down to the ground in a swoon ; 

. and that gentlewoman bear her into her chamber, 
and there she made ever much sorrow. And then sir 
Xauncelot would depart; and there he asked dr La- 
vain e what he would do ? “ What should I do,” said 
sir Lavaine, “ but follow you, but if ye drive me from 
you?” Then came sir Bernard unto sir Launcelot, 
and said unto him thus:—“ 1 cannot see but that 
my daughter, Elaine, will die for your sake.”—“ I 
may not do thereto,” said sir Launcelot; “ for that 
'me sore repenteth. For I report me unto yourself, 
that my proffer is fair; and me repenteth,” said sir 
Launcelot, “ that she loveth me as she doth. I was 
never the causer of it: for I report me onto your 
•on, I early nor late proffered her bounty nor ftrir 
-behests. And as for me,” said dr Launcelot, “ I dare 
.not do all that a good knight should do, that she is a 
clean maid for me, both for deed and for will; and 
.1 am right heavy of her distress; for she is a fell Mr 
maul, good and gentle, and right well taught.”—-' 14 Fa¬ 
ther,” said sir Lavaine, “ I dare make it good that 
ahe is a clean maid as for my lord, sir Lanncelot; bat 
the doth as 1 do. For, si thence that I first saw my 
lord, dr Launcelot, I could never depart from hln ; 
nor nought I will, and I may follow trim.” Then sir 
Xauncelot took his leave ; and so they departed, aatf 
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'came to Winchester. And -when ldng Arthnr wist 
that sir Launcelot was come whole and sonnd,the 
■king made great joy of him ; and so did sir Gawaine 
and all the knights of the round table, except sir 
Agravaine and sir Mordred. And also queen Gue- 
nevor was waxed wrath with sir Launcelol, and 
would by no means speak with him, but estranged 
herself from him: and sir Launcelot made all the 

• means that he might to speak with the queen, but It 
would not be. 

Now speak we of the fair maid of Astolat, which 
made such sorrow day and night, that die never slept, 

- eat, nor drank ; and always she made her complaint 
unto sir Laundelot. So wheu she had thus endured 
' about ten days, that she felt that she must needs pass 
> out of this world. Then she shrove her clean, and 
received her Creator; and ever she complained still 

• upon sir Launcelot. Then her ghostly father bade her 

• leave such thoughts. Then said she, “ Why should I 
1 leave such thoughts? am I not an earthly woman? 

and all the while the breath is in my body, I may 
complain. For my belief is, that I do none offence, 
though I love an earthly man; and I take God unto 
record, I never loved any but sir Launcelot du Lake, 
jior never shall: and a clean maiden I am, for him 
and for all other. And sith it is the sufferance of 
1 God that I shall die for the love of so noble a knight, 
I beseech the high Father of heaven for to have mercy 
upon my soul; and that mine innumerable pains 
' which 1 suffer may be allegiance of part of my sins. 
Fbr our sweet Saviour, Jesus Christ , 1n said the tnald- 
en, “I take thee to record, I was never greater of¬ 
fender against thy laws, but that I loved this noble 
knight, sir Launcelot, out of all measure ; and of my- 
‘ self, good Lord! I might not withstand the fervent 
love, wherefore I have my death." And then she 
called her father, sir Bernard, and her brother, air 
Tirre^ and heartily she praj’ed her father, that her 
brother might write a letter like as she would indite 
it. And so her father granted it her. And, when the 
•letter was written, word by word, as she had devised. 
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then.she prayed her father that she might be wstdmiP 
until she. were dead. “ And while my body is whole 
let this letter be pat into my right band, and my hand 
bonnd fast with the letter until that I be cold; and 
lebme be pat in a fair bed, with all the richest clothes - 
that I have abont me. And so kt my bed, with all 
my rich clothes, be laid with me in a chariot to the - 
next place whereas the Thames is; and there let rae 
be put in a barge, and bat one man with me, such as • 
ye trust to steer roe thither, and that my barge be co¬ 
vered with black samite over and over. Thus, father, 

I beseech yon let be done.” So her father graftted 
her faithfully that all this thing should be done like as 
she had devised. Then her father and her brother 
made great dole ; for, when this was done, anon the 
died. And so, when. aha w s dead, the corpse and 
the bed, and all, were led the next way unto the 
Thames; and there a man, and .the corpse and all, 
were put in. a barge on tbe Thames: and so the man 
steered, the barge to Westminster, aud there he rode a 
great while to and fro, oc aby man disooveved iU 


CHAP. CXXIV. 

Hot&tke. Corpse of fke fair Maid of Jstolat ar¬ 
rived before King Arthur , md of the burying , 
and how Sir Launcetot offered the Mass 
Penny. 

SO; by fortune, king Arthbraad queen. Goenevor 
were speaking together at a window ; and so as they 
looked into the Thames, they espied the black barge, 
and had marvel what.it might mean, i hen. the-king 
called sir Kay,, and shewed him it. “Shr," said sir 
Kay, “wit ye well that there is some new tidings.** 

•—“ Go ye thither,’?'said the kiug unto sir Kay, “ and 
take with you sir Brandifos and sir Agravaine, and 
bring roe ready word what is there.” Then these 
three knights departed and came to the - barge, and 
went in; and there they found the fairest corpse, lying 
in a rich bed, that ever they saw, and a poor man 
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sitting in the end of the targe, and no word would 

* apeak. So these three knights returned onto the king 
again, and told him what they had found. “ That 

: fair corpse will I see,” said king Arthur. And then 
the king took the qaeea by: the hand, and went 
' thither. Then the king made the barge to be holden 
fast; and then the king and the queen went in with 
^certain knights with them; and there Hhey saw a 
■•fair gentlewoman, lying in a rich bed, covered' unto 
her middle with many rich clothes, and all was doth 
of gold: and she lay as though she’had smiled. Then 
"the queen espied the letter in the right hand, and told 
•the king thereof. Then the king took it in his 1 hand, 
and said, ‘*Now I am sure this letter will tell what 
eke Was, and why she is come hither.” Then the 
king and the ^queen went out of the barge; and the 
king commanded co-tain men to wait upon tbe targe. 
And so when the king was come within his chamber, 

> he called many knights about him, >and said, “ That 

* he would wit openly what was written within that 
letter.” Then the king broke it open, and made a 
clerk to read it. And this was the intent of the 
letter:— 

** Most noble knight, my lord, sir Lanncelot do Lake, 
upw hath death made us two at debate for your love. 

I was yonr lover, that men called the Fair Maiden of 
Astolat; therefore unto all ladies I make my moan. 
Vet for my soul that ye pray, and bury me at the 
least, and offer me my mass peony. This is my last 
request: and a clean maid I died, I take God to my 
witness. Pray for my soal, shr Launcelot, as thou 
art a (knight peerless.” This was all the substance of 
the letter. And when it was scad, the qneen and all 
the knights wept for pity of the doleful complaints. 
Then was-sir Laancelot sent for; and when he was 
oome king Arthur made the letter to be read to 
ldm. And'Whan sir Lanncelot had heard it, word 
by word, he «aid , dt My lord, king Arthur, wit you 
well that I aa right heavy of the death of this fair 
damsel. God kuoweth 1 was never causer of her 
death by my wUl; and that ( wiM. report me unto her 
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own brother here, he is sir Lavaine. I will not say • 
nay,’ 5 said sir Launcelot, “ but that she was both fair 
and good; and much was 1 beholden unto her : bat 
she laved me out of measure.”—Ye might have: 
shewed her,” said the queen, “ some bounty and gen¬ 
tleness, that ye might have preserved her life.”— 
« Madam,” said sir Launcelot, “ she would none 
other way be answered, but that she would be my 
wife, or else my paramour; and of these two I would 
not grant her ; but I proffered her for her good love, 
which she shewed me, a thousand pounds yearly to 
her and her heirs, and to wed any manner of knight 
that she could find best to love in her heart. For, 
madam, said sir Launcelot, “ I love not to be con¬ 
strained to love; tor love must arise of the heart, and 
not by constraint."—“ That is truth,” said king Ar¬ 
thur, and many knights, “ love is free in himself, 
and never will be bound; for where be is bound, be 
loseth himself. Then,” said the king onto sir Laun¬ 
celot, “ it will be your worship that ye oversee that 
she be buried worshipfully.”—■“ Sir,” said sir Laun¬ 
celot, “ that shall be done as 1 can best devise.” And 
so many knights went thither to behold the fair dead- 
maid. And on the morrow she was richly buried, 
and sir Launcelot offered her mass penny; and aty 
the knights of the round table that were there, at that 
time, offered with sir Launcelot. And then when all 
was done, the poor man went again with the barge. 
Then the queen sent for sir Launcelot, and prayed 
him of mercy, for because she had been wrath with 
him causeless.”—“ This is not the first time,” said air 
Launcelot, “ that ye have been displeased with my 
counsels; bat, madam, ever I must suffer yon, bat* 
what sorrow that I endure, ye take no force.” So thin' 
passed forth all that winter, with all manner of 
hunting and hawking, and jousts and tournies, wer*> 
many, between many great lords. And ever; in all 
manner of places, sir Lavaine got great worship, that 
he was nobly renowned among many of die knight#' 
of the round table. Thus it passed on until .Christ-* 
mas, and every day there were joed* made for a- 
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diamond, that whosoever joust best should have a 
diamond. But sir Lanncelot would not joust, bnt If 
It were a great joust cried : but sir Lavaine jousted 
there all the Christmas passing well, and most was 
praised; for there were but few that did so well as 
he; wherefore all manner of knights deemed that sir 
Lavaine should be made a knight of the round table, 
at the next high feast of Pentecost. 

So after Christmas king Arthur let call to him many 
of his knights, and there they advised them together 
to make a part, and a great tournament and jousts. 
And the king of Northgalis said unto kiug Arthur, 
"That he should have on his part king Anguish of 
Ireland, and the king, with the hundred knights, and 
the king of Northumberland, and sir Galahalt, the 
haughty prince.” So these four kings, and this 
mighty duke, took a part against king Arthur and the 
knights of die round table. And the cry was made 
of the day, and Jousts should be beside Westminster 
on Candlemas day; whereof many knights were full 
glad, and made them ready to be at that joust in the 
freshest manner that they couM. Then queen Gue- 
never sent for sir Lanncelot; and, when he was come, 
she said to him in this manner: “ I warn yon that ye 
ride no more in no jousts nor tournament, bnt that 
your kinsmen may know you ; for at these jousts that 
shall be, ye shall have of me a sleeve of cloth of 
gold; and I pray you, for my sake, enforce yonrself 
so there, that men may speak of your worship: but 
I charge you, as ye will have my love, that ye warn 
your kinsmen, that ye will bear that day the sleeve of 
cloth of gold upon your hehnet.”—“ Madam,** said 
sir Lanncelot, “ your desire shall he done.” And so 
either made of other great joy. And when sir Lann¬ 
celot saw his time, he told sir Bors, “ that he should 
depart, And no more with him but sir Lavaine, unto the 
good hermit that dwelled in the forest of Windsor, 
whose name was sir Brastias, and there he thought to 
rest him, and to take all the ease that he might, be¬ 
cause he would be fresh at that day of jousts/* 
When sir Lauocelot and sir Lavaine were ready, they 
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departed, that no creature wist where he was become, 
tret the noble men of his blood. And ao when he 
was come unto the hermitage, wit yon well he had 
good cheer; and so daily sir Laancelot would go to a 
well, fast by the hermitage, and there he would lie 
down and see the well spring and babble, and some¬ 
times he slept there. So at that time there was a lady 
dwelled in that forest, and she was a great huntress, 
and daily she used to hunt; and always she bear her 
bow with her; and no men went never with her, but 
Always women, and they were shooters, and could 
well kill a deer, bnt at the stalk and at the treat; and 
they daily bear bows and arrows, horns, and wood 
knives, and many good hounds they had, both for 
the string, and for a bait. So it happened that this 
lady, the huntress, had baited her hounds for the 
bow, at a barren hind; and this barren hind took 
her flight over heaths and woods. And ever this lady, 
and part of her gentlewomen costed the hind, and 
checked it by the noise of the boond, for to have 
met with the hind at some water. And so it hap¬ 
pened that the same hind came to the well, whereas 
sir Launcelot was sleeping and slumbering. And so 
the hind when she came to the well, for heat, she 
went to the soil, and there she lay a great while; 
and the hound came fast after, and unbecast about, 
for she had lost the perfect scent of the hind. Right 
so there came the lady huntress, which knew by her 
houud, that the hind was at the soil in that well: and 
there she came stilly, and foand the hind. And anon 
she pot a broad arrow in her bow, and shot at the 
hind, and overshot the hind, and, by misfortune, the 
broad arrow smote sir Laancelot in the thick of the 
buttock over the barbs. When sir Laancelot felt him¬ 
self so hurt, he hurtled up woodly, and saw the lady 
which had smitten him. And then when be Saw 
she was a woman, he fcaid thus: “ Lady, or damsel, 
what that thou be, in an evil time bear thou a bow, 
•the devil made thee a shooter.” 
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CHAP. CXXV. 

Bow Sir Launcelot, after that he was hurt of 
a Gentlewoman , came unto a Hermit , and of 
other Matters . 

“ NOW mercy, fair sir,” said the lady, “ I am 
a gentlewoman that used here in this forest hunting, 
and our lord knoweth I saw you not; but as here 
is a barren hind at the soil in the well, and I ween¬ 
ed to have done well, but my hand swerved.”—• 
*' Alas!” said sir Launcelot, “ now have ye mis- 
chieved me.” And so the lady departed. And sir 
Launcelot as well as he might drew out the arrow, 
and the head abode still in his buttock, and so went 
weakly unto the hermitage, ever bleeding as he went. 
And when sir Lavaine and the hermit espied that sir 
Launcelot was hurt, wit ye well they were passing 
heavy; but sir Launcelot nor the hermit wist not 
how he was hurt, nor by whom: and then were they 
wrath out of measure. Then, with great pain, the 
hermit got out the arrow-head out of sir Launcelot’s 
buttock, and much of his blood he shed at that time, 
.and the wound was passing sore, and right unhappily 
smitten; for the wound was in such a place that sir 
Launcelot might not sit in a saddle. “ Ah I mercy, 
Jesu,” said sir Launcelot, “ 1 call myself the most 
onhappiest knight that liveth; for ever when I would 
fainest have worship, there befalleth me ever some 
unhappy thing.”—“ Now, so Jesu me help,” said sir 
Launcelot, “ and if no man would but God, 1 shall 
be in the field upon Candlemas-day at the jousts, whatso* 
ever fall of it.” So all that might be gotten to heal 
sir Launcelot was lmd. So when the day was come, 
Mr Launcelot let devise that he was arrayed, and sir 
Lavaine and their horses, as though they had been 
Saracens. 

. And so they departed, and came nigh to the field * 
The king of Northgalis, with an hundred knights 
with him; and the king of Northumberland also 
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brought with him a hundred good knights ; and king 
Anguish, of Ireland, brought with him a hundred 
good knights, ready to joust; and sir Galahalt, the 
haughty prince, brought with him a hundred good 
' knights; and the king with the hundred knights 
brought with him as many; and all these were proved 
knights. And then came in king Arthur's part: and 
there came in the king of Scotland, with a hundred 
knights; and king Urience, of Core, brought with 
him a hundred good knights; and king Howel, of 
Britain, brought with him a hundred knights; and 
king Chalaunce, of Clarence, brought with him a 
hundred knights; and king Aithur himself came into 
the field with two hundred knights, and the most 
part were knights of the round table, which were 
proved noble knights. And there were old knights 
set upon scaffolds, to judge with the queen who did 
best. 


CHAP. CXXVT. 

Of great Jousts done all the Christmas; and of 
a great Joust and Tournament ordained by 
King Arthur; and of Sir Launcelot. 

THEN they blew unto the field, and there the 
king of Northgalis encountered 1 with the king of Scot* 
land, and there the king of Scotland had a fall. And 
the king of Ireland smote down king Urience, and the 
king of Northumberland smote down kiqg Ilowel, of 
Britain ; and sir Galahanlt, the haughty prince, smote 
down king Chalannce, of Clarence. And at that king 
Arthur was waxed wrath, and ran to the king with 
the hundred knights, and there king. Arthur smote 
him down; and after, with that same spear, king Ar¬ 
thur smote down three other knights ; and thou, when 
his spear was broken, king Arthur did passing welt. 
And so therewithal came sir Gawaine and sir Gahe* 
ris, sir Agravaine and sir Mordred, and tliere every 
each of them smote down a knight. And sir Gawaine 
■mote down four knights. And then there began a 
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fall strong meddle: for then there came in the knights 
of air Launcclot’s blood, and sir Gareth, and sir Pa- 
loroides With them, and many knights of the round 
table: and they began to hold the fonr kings and the 
mighty dnke so hard, that they were discomfited* 
Bat their duke, sir Galahalt, the haughty prince, Was 
a noble knight, and by his mighty prowess of arms 
he held the knights of the round table straight enough. 
All these doings saw sir Launcelot, and then he came 
into the field with sir Lavaine, as it had been thun¬ 
der. And then sir Bors, and the knights of his blood, 
espied sir Launcelot, and said unto them all: “ I 
warn.you, beware of him with the sleeve of gold 
upon his head, for he himself is sir Lanncelot da 
Lake.” And for great .goodness sir Bors warned sir 
Gareth. “ I am well assayed,” said sir Gareth, “ Ihat 
I may know him in the same array.”—“ That is the 
good and gentle knight sir Lavaine,” said sir Bors. 
So sir Launcelot encountered with sir Gawaine, and 
there, by force, sir Lauacelot smote down sir Ga- 
waine and his horse to the ground ; and likewise he 
smote down ssir Agravaine and sir Gaheris, and also 
he smote down sir Mordred, and all this was done 
with one spear. Then sir Lavaine met with sir Pa- 
lomides, and either met other so hard and so'fiercely, 
that both their horses fell to the ground, and then they 
were horsed again. And then met sir Launcelot with 
sir Palomides, and there sir Palomides had a fail. So 
sir Launcelot, or ever he stinted, as fast as he might 
get spears, he smote down thirty knights, and the 
most of them were knights of the round table. And 
ever the knights of his blood withdrew them, and 
made them to do in other places where sir Launcelot 
came not. And then king Arthur was wrath, when 
he saw sir Launcelot do such deeds. Then the king 
called unto sir Gawaine, sir Mordred, sir Kay, «r 
Griflet, sir Lncan, the butler ; sir Pedinere, sir Palo¬ 
mides, and sir Safre, his brother, and so king Arthur, 
•with these -nine knights, made them ready for to set 
upon sir Lanncelot and upon sk Lavaine. All tins 
.espied sir Bors de Galis, and sir Gareth of Orkney. 
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“ Now I dread me sore/* said sir Bora, “ that my 
lord sir Lanncelot will be hard matched.”—“ By 1 
my head,” said sir Gareth, “ I will ride unto my 
lord air Lanncelot for to help him, befal of me what 
may, for he is the same man that made me 
knight.”—** Ye shall not do so,” said sir Bora, “ by 
my counsel .unless that ye were disguised.’’—“ Ye shall 
aee me disguised,” said sir Gareth, “ and that anon.’* 
And therewith he espied a Welsh knight where he 
was to rest himself; and he was sore hart before by 
air Gawaine, and to him sir Gareth rode, prayed him 
of his knighthood for to lend him his shield for his. 
“ I will well,” said the Welsh knight. And when 
air Gareth Had his shield, it was green, with a maiden 
that seemed in it. Then sir Gareth came driving as 
fast as he might unto sir Lanncelot, and said thus nnto 
him: “ Sir knight, keep thyself, for yonder conieih 
king Arthur, with nine noble knights with him, to put 
you to rebuke; and so am I come to bear you fellow- ‘ 
ship for old love ye have shewn me.”—“ Gramercy,” 1 
said sir Launcelot. “ Sir,” said sir Gareth, “ encounter 
with sir Gawaine, and I shall encounter with sir Palo* 
mides, and let sir Lavaine match with king Arthur; 
and when we have delivered them, let us there hold 
them sadly together.” Then came king Arthur with 
his nine knights with him, and sir Launcelot encoun¬ 
tered with sir Gawaine, and gave him such a buffet, 
that the arson of his saddle broke, and sir Gawaine 
fell to the earth. Then sir Gareth encountered with 
the good knight, sir Palomides, and he'gave him such 
a buffet, that both his horse and he dashed to the 
earth. Then encountered king Arthur with sir La¬ 
vaine, and there either of them smote other to the 
earth, horse and all, that they lay a great while. 

Then sir Launcelot smote down sir Agravaine, sir 
Gahcris, and sir Mordred. And then sir Gareth smote 
down sir Kay, sir Safre, and sir Griflet: and when sir 
Lavaine was horsed again, he smote down sir Lucas, 
the butler, and sir Bedivere; and then there began a 
great throng of good knights. Then sir Lanncelot 
hurtled and pulled off helms, so that at that time there ‘ 
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■Bight none ait him a buffet with his spear nor his 
sword. 4nd sir Gareth did such deeds of arms, that 
all men marvelled what kqight he was with the 
gr^n shield, for he smote down that day and palled 
down more than thirty knights. And sir Laancelot 
marvelled greatly when he beheld sir Gareth do snch 
deeds what knight he might be; and sir Lavaine 
pulled down and smote down twenty knights. Also 
sir Laancelot knew uot sir Gareth, for and sir Tristram 
de Lyons* or sir Lamoracke de Galis had been alive, 
sir Laancelot wonld have deemed that he had been, 
one of them twain. 

So ever as sir Launcelot, sir Gareth, and sir La-, 
vaine fought; and, on the other side, sir JBois, sir 
Ector de Maris, sir Lionel, sir Bleoberis, and sir 
Galahad, sir Galihodin, sir Pelleas, with more others 
of king Ben’s blood fought on another part, and held 
the king with the hundred knights, and also the king 
Of Northumberland right straight and right hardy. 


CHAP. CXXVII. 

Jfiwr King Arthur marvelled him much of the 
Jousting and Tournament in the Field , and how 
he rode and found Sir Launcelot . 

SO this jousting and the tournament endured long, 
till it was almost night; for the knights of the round 
table, relieved ever unto king Arthur, for the king was 
wrath opt of. measure, but .he and his knights might 
not prevail this day. Then, sir Gawaine. said unto 
king Arthur, “ I marvel , where all this day sir Bort 
de Galis, and his fellows of sir Launcelot’s blood be; 
I marvel me ail this day greatly that they be not aboat 
yon; it is for some cauge,” said sir Gawaine. “ By my 
head,” said sir Kay, “ sir Bors is yonder all this day 
upon the right hand of the field, and there he and his 
blood done more worshipfuliy than we do.”—“ It may 
well be,” said sir Gawaine, " but I dread me always, 
of guile; for, upon pain of my life,” said sir Gawaine,, 
“ this Knight with the red sleeve of gold is sir Lauiw 
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celot himself, I see well by his riding, and by'his grant 
sttokes giving; and, the other knight in the same 
colour is the good young -knight sir Lavaine. Also, 
that knight with the green shield is my brother, sir 
Gareth, and yet be hath disguised himself, for no naan 
can make him to be against sir Launcelot, because 
he made him knight.”—" By my 'head,” said king 
Arthur, “ nephew, I believe you, therefore tell me 
now what is your b^Jt counsel'.”—“ Sir,” said -air 
Gawaine, “ ye shall have my best counsel: let blow 
unto lodging, for and if he be sir Launcelot, and nyr 
brother, sir Gareth, with him, with the help of that 
good •young'knight,sir Lavaine; trust me truly it will 
be no boot to strive*wtth them, but if we should foil 
ten or twelve upon one' knight, and that were no 
Worship, but shame. 1 ”—" Ye say truth” said the king, 
** and for to say-sooth” said the king, “ It were 
shame to os, so many as we be, to serupon them any 
more f for, wit ye well,” said king Arthur, “'they -be 
. three good knights, and, namely, that knight with-the 
red sleeve of goldso then they blew unto lodging. 
But forthwithal king Arthur let send unto the four 
kings, and unto the mighty duke,-that the knight with 
the sleeve of doth of .gold depart-not from them, hut 
that the king may speak with-him. Then forthwithal 
king Arthur alighted and unarmed him, and gat him a 
little hackney, and rode after sir Launcelot, for-ever 
he had an eye upon him. And so they found him 
among the four kings arid the duke. And there'king 
Arthur prayed them aft -unto supper, and they an¬ 
swered with a'good will. And so when they were 
all unarmed, king Arthur knew sir Launcelot, sir 
Lavaine, and sir Gareth. " Ah, sir Launcelot*,” said 
king Arthur, this day ye have hated roe and my 
knights.” So - they went unto king Arthur’s'lodging 
altogether; and foe prise was given unto-sir Launce¬ 
lot; arid by heralds they named him that "he had 
smitten down fifty knigtats, and sir Gareth thirty-five, 
and sir Lavaine twenty-four knights. Then air Laun- 
oclot told the king and foe queen how the lady hun¬ 
tress shot him in foe forest of Windsor,-in foe buttock 
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with a broad arrow, and how the wonnd thereof was' 
that time six inches deep, and also in like long. And 
king Arthur blamed sir Gareth, because he left his 
fellowship and held with sir Lanncelot. “ My lord,* 
said sir Gareth, u he made me a knight, and when 
I saw him so hard bestead, me thought it was my 
worship to help him, because I saw him do so much, 
and so many noble knights against him. And when I 
understood that he was sir Lanncelot du Lake, I shamed 
me to see so many knights against him alone.”— 
“ Truly,” said king Arthur unto sir Gareth, “ ye 
say well, and worshipfolly have ye done, and to 
yourself great worship; and all*the days of my life,* 
said king Arthur unto sir Gareth, “ wit ye well, I 
shall love you and trust you the better: for ever,” said 
king Arthur, “ it is a worshipful knight’s deed for to 
help another worshipful knight, when he seeth you in 
great danger; for, ever a worshipful man will be loth 
to see a worshipful man shamed: and he that is of no 
worship, and flareth with cowardice, never shall he 
shew gentleness, nor no manner of goodness, whereas 
he Seeth a man in any danger; for then > ever a coward 
will shew no mercy, and always a good knight will do 
ever to another knight as he would be done unto 
himself.” So then there were made great feasts 
to kings and dukes, and revel, game, and play, and 
all manner of nobleness was used: and he that was 
courteous, true, and faithful unto his friend, was that 
time cherished. 


chap: cxxviii. 

How true Love is likened unto Summer. 

AND thus it passed on from Candlemas until after 
Easter, that the month of May was come, when every 
lusty heart beginneth to blossom, and to bring forth 
fruit. For, like as herbs and trees bring forth fruit, 
• and flourish in May, in likewise every lusty heart, 
that is in any manner a lover, springeth and flourish* 
eth in lusty deeds; for it giveth uuto all lovers couragf 
VOL. II. S 

* Digitized by GoOgle 



38* KING ARTHUR, ANDMW 

that lusty month of May in some thing, for to con* 
strain him in some manner of thing, more in that 
month than in any other month, for divers causes; for 
then all herbs and trees renew a man and woman. 
And, in likewise, lovers call again to their mind old 
gentleness and old service, and many kind deeds that 
were forgotten by negligence. For, like as winter, 
rgsore doth always rase and deface green summer; 
so fareth it by unstable love in a man, and in woman, 
for in many persons there is no stability: for we 
may see all day a little blast of winter’s rasune. Anon 
we shall deface and pat away tree love, for little or 
naught that cost mooli thing; this is no wisdom nor 
^ability, but his feebleness of nature, and great dis* 
worship, whosoever useth this. Therefore, like aa 
May mouth flowereth and fiourisheth in many gardens, 
so in likewise let every man of worship flourish his 
beart.in this world; first unto God, and next onto the 
joy of them that he promisetb his faith unto: for 
there was never worshipful woman, but they loved 
one better than another; and worship in arms may 
never be defiled. But first, reserve the honour unto 
God; and secondly, tye quarrel must come of thy 
|«dy; and such love I call virtuous love. But now* 
ndays jnen cannot love,.may’ not endure by reason; 
$r where they be soon accorded, and hastily heat 
soon cooletb; right so fareth love now-a-4ay«, aooo 
hot, soon cold. This is no stability, but the old love 
was not so. Men and women cold love together 
seven years, and no licorous lusts were between them ; 
and then was love truth and faithfulness. And so 
in likewise was love nsed in king, Arthur’s days; 
wherefore, I liken love now-a-daya unto summer 
and Winter; for, like as the one is hot and the other 
cold, so fareth love nowifrdays. Therefore, |aU ye 
tfut be lovers, call unto your remembrance the month 
Of May, like as did queen Guenever, for whom I 
make here a little mention, that while die lived she 
was a true lover, and there she bad a good end. 
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CHAP. CXXIX. 

How Queen Guenever rode on Maying with cet* 
tain Knights of the Round Table , clothed all in - 
Green, 

WOW It befel in the month of laity May, that queen 
Guenever called unto her knights of the round] table, 
and she gave them warning, that early in the morning 
She should ride on maying into woods and fields be¬ 
side Westminster; “ And; I warn you that there be 
none of you but that he be well horsed, and that ye 
all be clothed in green; and I shall bring with me ten 
ladies, and every knight shall have a lady behind him, 
and every knight shad have a ’squire and two yeomen, 
mid 1 Will that ye and all be well horsed.” So they 
made them ready in the freshest manner, and these 
were the names of the knights: sir Kay, sir Agravaine, 
drBrandiles, sir Sagramore, sir Donidas, sir Os&nna, 
fir Ladinas, sir Persuant, sir Ironside, and sir Pel leas. 
And those ten knights made them ready in the most 
freshest manner to ride with the queen. So on the 
morrow they took their horses and rode on maying 
with the queen in great joy and delight; and the queen 
purposed to have been again with the king, at the 
furthest by ten of the clock, and so was her purpose at 
that time. Then there was a knight, the which hight 
sir Meliagraonce, and be was son unto king Bagde- 
piftgtta; and this knight had at that time a castle of the 
gift of king Arthur, within seven miles of Westmin 
stfcr. And this knight, sir Meliagtaunce, loved passing 
well queen Goenever, and so he bad done long and 
-many years; and he had laid long in wait for to steal 
aWayl the queen, bat evermore he forbear, because of 
air Laudceiot dn Lake, for in nowise he would meddle 
with thfe quCm if sir Lanncekrt were iu her company, 
er etefe antfhewere near hand her; and that time them 
was snch a custom, that the queen rode never without 
a great fellowship of men of arms about her; and 
there were many good knights, and the’ most part 
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were young men that would have worship, and they 
were called the queen’s knights, and never in no 
battle, tournament, or jousts, they never bear none of 
them no manner of knowledge of their own arms, 
but plain white shields, and thereby they were called 
the queen’s knights. And then when it happened any 
of them to be of great worship by bis noble deeds, 
then at the next high feast of Penteebst, if there were 
any slain or dead, as there was no year that failed*, 
but some were dead, then was there chosen in their 
steads that were dead the most men of worship, that 
were eaHed the queen’s knights. And thus they 
came up all first, or they were renowned men of 
worship, both sir Launcelot and all the remnant of 
them. But this knight, sir Meliagraunce, had Ail! well 
espied tiie queen and her pnrpoee, and how sir Launce¬ 
lot was not with her, and how she had no men of 
arms with her, but thh ten knights all arrayed in 
green for maying. Then he purveyed him twenty 
men of arms, and a hundred archers to destroy the 
queen and her knight^ for he thought that time Was 
die best season to take the queen. 


CHAP. CXXX. 

How Sir Meliagraunce took Queen Guencver, 
and all her Knights , which were sore hurt in 
Fighting. 

SO as the queen bad mayed and all her knights, 
all were bedashed with herbs and flowers in the best 
manner and freshest. Right so came out of a wood sir 
Meliagraunce, with eight score men well armed, as 
they should fight in battle of arrest^ and bode the 
queen and her knights abide, for mangre their heeds 
they should abide. “ Traitor knight,” said queen 
Guenever, “ what thibkest thou to do! wilt thou 
shame thyself? bethink thee how thou art a king’s 
son, and knight of the round table, and thou to be 
*bout for to dishonour the noble king that made thee 
bhight, thou shameet the high order of kni ghthood 
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and t h yif! And me I let thee wit shall thou never 
shame, for I had rather cot my throat in twain, ra¬ 
ther than thon shooldest dishonour me.”— ** At for all 
this language,’* said sir Meliagraunce, " be it as it 
may, for wit ye well m ada m that 1 have loved you 
many years, and never or now could 1 get you at 
such advantage as 1 do now, and therefore I will 
take you as I find you.** Then spake the ten knights 
all with one voice, and said, M Sir Meliagraunce, wit 
ye well ye are about to jeopard your worship to 
dishonour, also ye cast for to jeopard our persons; 
howbeit we be unarmed, ye have us at a great ad¬ 
vantage, for it seemeth by you that ye have laid 
watch on us; but rather than ye should put the 
queen to shame and us all, we had as leave to depart 
from our lives, for and if we otherwise did we were 
shamed for ever.” Then dr Meliagraunce said, 
“ Dress you as well as ye can, and keep the queen.** 
Then the ten knights of the round table drew their 
•words, and the others let run at them with their 
spears; and the ten knights qpanly abode them, and 
•mote away their spears, that no spear did them 
harm. Then they lashed together with their swords, 
and anon sir Kaye, sir Griflet, sir Agravaine, sir Do- 
dinas, and sir Otaooa, were smitten to the earth 
with grimly wounds, llien sir Bramiiles and sir Fer- 
uunt, sir Ironside and sir Felles, fought long, and 
they were fall sore wounded; for these knights or 
fiver they were laid to the ground, slew forty men of 
the best of them. So when the queen saw her knights 
thus dolefully wounded, and needs must be slain at 
' the last, theu for pity and sorrow she cried and said, 
“ Sir Meliagraunce, slay not my knights, and I will 
go with thee upon this covenant that thon save them, 
|md softer them to be no more hurt; with this that 
. they he led with me wheresoever thou leadest me, 
for I will rather slay myself then I will go with thee, 
unless that these my noble knights may be in pre¬ 
sence.’*—“ Madam,” said sir Meliagrannce, “ for 
your sake they shall be led with you into my castle, 
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Then qneen Guenever frayed the four lodghtite 
leave their fight, and eke and they would net departs 
4 ‘ Madam * said sir Pelle*, “ we will do m ye doj 
for as for me, I take no force of my life nor death.* 
For sir Pellds gave such bullets there, that no armour 
might hold them. 


CHAP. CXXXI. * 

How Sir Launcelot had word how the Queen wag 

taken K and how Sir Meliagraunce laid an 

Jmbushfnentfor Sir Launcelot. 

THEN by die queen's command they left battle^ 
and dressed the wounded knights on horseback, some 
sitting and some athwart, that it was pity to behold 
them. And then sir Meliagraunce charged the queen 
and all the knights, that none of her fellowdiip should 
depart from her; for full sore he dreaded sir Launcelot 
du Lake, least he should have any knowledge. AH 
fins espied the queen, and privily she called unto her 
a child of her chamber, which was swiftly horsed, to 
'Whom she said, “ Go thou, when thou sees! thytkne, 
and bear this ring unto dr Launcelot du Lake, and 
pray him as he loveth me that be will cone and too 
me, and that be rescue me if ever be will have joy -of 
tne, and spare thou not thy horse/* said the quean, 
* neither for water nor yet for land.* And so the 
child espied his time, and lightly he mounted upon 
his horse, and smote him with die spars, and so do* 
parted from them as fast as ever his horse might run. 
And when sir Meliagraunce saw the child so fiee, he 
understood well it was by the queen's command, for 
to warn sir Launcelot. Then they that were best 
horsed chased him, and shot at him; hut the cftMd 
went from them- all. And then sir MeMagraunce mid 
unto queen Guenever, “ Madam, ye be about to 
betray me; but I Shall ordain for sir LdiUWlot, that 
bo shall not lightly come at you." And tbhn he rode 
with her and they all to her castle, in all the haute 
that they mighty and by the way sir MoUagrMMu 
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Md te u MbMkMt 0ie beat archers that be might 

get in hia country, to the number of thirty, for to 
wait upon air Laancelot, charging them, that if they 
caw such a manner of knight come by the way upon 
a white hone, in anywise to sUy Ills horse; but in no 
manner of wise not to have to do with him bodily^ 
for he is overitard to be overcome. So this was 
done, and they were come to kis castle; but in no¬ 
wise the queen would never let none of the ten 
knights and her ladies be out of her sight, but alway 
they were in her presence : for that sir Meliagraune* 
durst make no masteries for dread of sir Launcelot, 
Insomuch as be deemed that he had warning. So 
when the child was departed from the fellowship of 
sir MeHagraunce, within a while he came to West¬ 
minster, and anon he found sir Launcelot; and whoa 
he had told his message, and delivered him tha 
queen's ring, " Alas I" said dr Launcelot, “ now am 
I 'shamed for ever only that I may rescoe that noble 
lady from dishonour." Then eargerly he asked his 
armour, and ever the child tpld sir Launcelot how 
the ten knights fought marvellously, and how sir PeJles, 
sir Ironside, sir BraadHes, and sir Persaant of lode 
fought strongly, bat namely sir Pelles; for there was 
Hone might withstand him, and how they all fought 
till at the last they were laid to the earth. And then 
the queen made appointment for to save their lives, 
and went with sir MeHagraunce. u Alas !** said dr 
Launcelot, “ that that most noble knight should M 
destroyed; I had rather," said dr Launcelot, u than 
all the realm of France, that I had been there well 
armed." So when dr Launcelot was all armed and 
upon his horse, he prayed the child of the queen's 
chamber for to warn sir Lavaine, how suddenly be 
, was departed, and for what canse; and pray him 
that as be loveth me, that he will hie him test after 
me, and that he stint not till that he come to me unto 
. the castle whereas dr Meiiagraonce abideth or dwell- 
eth. M For there," said sir Launcelot, “ shall he hear 
Of me, if I be a man living; and rescue the queen, 
and the ten knights, the which foil traitorously hare 
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been taken, that shall I prove upon his head, aqd oa 

all them that holdeth with him. , 


CHAP. CXXXII. 

How Sir LaunceloVs Horse was Slain, and kata 
Sir Lavncelot rode in a Chariot for to rescue 
the QueeH. 

THEN sir Launcelot rode as fast as he might, 
and then he took the water at Westminster bridge, 
and made his horse for to swim over the Thames to 
Lambeth. And then within a while he came to the 
place whereas the ten knights had fought with air 
Aieliagrannce. And then sir Launcelot followed the 
trace until he came onto a wood, and there was a 
straight way, and therein the thirty archers bade air 
Launcelot to turn again and follow no longer the 
trace. “ What command have ye thereto," said sir 
Launcelot, “ to cause me that am a knight of the 
roundtable to leave my right way?"—“This way 
shaK thou leave, or else thou shalt go it upon thy 
feet; for wit thou well thy horse shall be slain."— 
** That is little mastery," said sir Launcelot, “ for to 
slay my horse; but as for myself, when my horse is 
slain, I give right nought for you, not and ye were 
five hundred more." So then they shot sir Launce- 
lot’s horse, and smote him with many arrows. And 
then sir Launcelot avoided his-horse and went on foot; 
but there were so many ditches and hedges between 
them and him, that he might not meddle with one of 
them. "Alas! for shame," said sir Launcelot, “ that 
ever one knight should betray another knight; hot it is 
-an old saying, * A good man is never in dinger, hot 
when he is in danger of a coward.'" Then sir Launce¬ 
lot went awhile on foot, and then was he foul cum¬ 
bered with bis armour, shield, and spear, and all that 
belonged to him; wit ye well he was full sore an¬ 
noyed, and full loth he was to leave any thing that 
belonged unto him, for he dread right sore the trea- 
Jon of sir Meliagrauncc. And then by fortune there 
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tue by a chariot, the which cane thitherforto fetch 
wood. “ TeH me, carter,** said air Laonjplot, “ what 
1 shall give thee foe to writer me to leap into; the 
Chariot, and that thou bring me onto a eaatle wfchfct 
these two miles.**—** Thou shait not came within my 
attarkrt,” said the carter; “ for I am sent for to fetch 
wood for ray lord air Maiiagraonce.**—“ With him 
woftld I fain speak,** said sir Launcelot. “ Thoft 
shftlt not go with me,’* said the carter. Theft dr 
Launcelot leapt to him, and gave him such a boSCC, 
that he fell to the ground stark dead. Then the other 
carter his fellow was afraid, and thought to have goat 
the same way, and then he cried and said, “ Fair 
lord, save my life, and I will bring you where yon 
will.**—•“ Then I charge thee,** said sir Launcelot, 
“ that thou drive me and this chariot even unto sir Me* 
liagraunce Castle.**—“ Leap up into the chariot,** said 
the carter, “ and ye shall be there anon.** So the 
carter drove forth as fart as he could; and sir Launoe* 
ot’s horse followed the chariot with more then forty 
Arrows broad and rough in him. And more then an 
hour and ft half queen Gnenever was in a bye win* 
dew waiting with her ladies, and espied an armed 
knight stanfttng in a chariot. “ See,madam,** said a 
lady, “ whereas rideth in a chariot a goodly armed 
knight, I suppose that he rideth to banging.’*— 
“ "Where?** said the queen. And then tbe queen 
espied by his shield that he was there himself, sir 
LaUtaceldt du Lake. And then she was aware where 
came his horse after that chariot, and ever he trod 
his guts and his paunch under bis feet. “ Alas 1” 
■rid tbe queen, “ now 1 see well and prove, that well 
is him that hath a trusty friend. Ah ! most noble 
knight,” said queen Gnenever, “ I see well that thou 
hast been hard berteed when thou ridert in a cart.** 
Then rife rebuked that lady that likened him to ride 
In a chariot to hanging. “ It was foul mouthed,” 
eaid the queen, “ and evil likened, so for to Hkcn the 
most noble knight of die world in such a shameful 
death. Oh! Jese, defend him and keep him,’*- said 
the. queen, “ fre» all mischievous end.**. By this was 
8 * 
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sir Launcelot come onto the gate of the cattie^anA 
he descended down, and cried that all the castle 
rang of it: “ Where art then, false traitor sir Melia- 
grannee, and knight of the round table. Now come 
forth here them false traitor knight, thou and thy fel¬ 
lowship with thee, for here I am sir Lanncelot da 
Lake, I shall fight with thee.” And therewithal be bear 
die gate wide opdn upon the porter, and smote him 
nhder his ear with his gauntlet, that his neck brake 
asunder. 


chap, cxxxni. 

How Sir Meliagraunce required Forgiveness of 
Queen Guenever, and how she appeased Sir 
Launcelot , and of other Matters . 

SO when sir Meliagraunce heard that sir Launce- 
lot was come, he ran to the queen, and fell npon hb 
knees, and said, “ Mercy, madam 1 now I pot me 
wholly in yotyr grace.”—“ What aileth you nowf" 
said qneen Guenever: “ forsooth ye might well wit 
that some good knight would revenge me, though my 
lord king Arthur wist not of this your, work."— 
“ Madam," said sir Meliagraunce, “ all that is done 
amiss on my part shall be amended, right as yourself 
will devise, and wholly 1 pot me in your grace."— 
u What would ye that I did!" said the qneen. “ I 
would no more," said sir Meliagraunce, ** but that ye 
would take into your own hands, and that ye will 
rule my lord sir Launcelot; and such cheer as may be 
made him in this poor castle ye and he shall have* 
until to morrow. And then may ye and all your 
knights and ladies return to Westminster ; and my 
body, and ail that I have, shall 1 pat into your rule." 
—“ Ye say well," said the qneen; “ and better is 
peace than always war; and the less strife is atutde, 
the more is my worship." Then the queen and her 
ladies went down onto the knight sir Launcelot, which 
stood wrath out of measure in the inner court for to 
abide battle, and ever be said, « Thou traitor knight, 
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come forth herel" Then the queen came onto him, 
sort said, " Sir Launcelot, why be ye so moved V — 
“ Ah I madam," said sir Lanncelot, “ wherefore ask 
ye me that question ? Me seemeth,” said sir Launce¬ 
lot, “ ye ought to be more displeased than 1 an, 
for ye have the hurt and the dishonour; for wit 
ye well, madam, my hurt is but little for the lulling 
of a mayor's son, but the despite "grieveth me mock' 
more than all my hurt."—“ Truly," said queen Gdfe- 
never, " ye say truth: but heartily I thank you," 
said the queen, “ but ye must come in with me 
peaceably, for all things is put in my hands, and all 
that is evil shall be for the beat, for the knight full 
sore repenteth him for the misadventure that is be¬ 
fallen him."-—" Madam," said sir Launcelot, " sith 
it is so that ye are accorded with him; as for me I 
may not be against it, howbeit sir Meliagrannce hath 
done foil ahamefolly to me and fall cowardly. Ma-. 
dam," said sir Launcelot, " if I had wist that ye 
would have been so soon accorded with him, I would 
not have made such haste to you."—“ Why say yon 
aof" said the qneen: " do ye forethink yourself of 
your good deedt Wit ye well," said the queen, " I 
accorded never unto him for favour, nor love that I< 
have onto him, but for to lay down every shameful, 
noise ."—“ Madam," said sir Lanncelot, “ ye un¬ 
derstand fnH well that I was never wilting nor glad, 
of shameful slander nor noise; and there is neither 
king, queen, nor knight, that beareth life, except my 
lord king Arthur and you, madam, that should let 
me, but that I should make sir Meliagraunce’s heart 
foil cold or I depart from hence."—" That wot I 
well," said the queen, " but what will ye more; ye 
shall have all things ruled as ye like to have it.”— 
" Madam," said sir Launcelot, " so that ye be 
pleased I care not; as for my part, yc shall full soon 
pl e a s e ." Right so the queen took sir Launcelot by 
the bare hand, for he had put off his gauntlet, and so. 
she went with him to her chamber. And then she 
commanded him to be unarmed ; and then sir Launce¬ 
lot asked where the ten ^nighfe were, that were sore 
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woafaded. So she shewed them urttorir Lawncrio fo 
and there they made great joy of hi* coming; and sir 
jjnneeiot made great dole tor their' harts, and IstM 
■wailed (hem greatly. And there sir Launceiot told thensr 
how cowardly and traitorondy Sir MeUugraane* had 
set archers to slay his hone, and how he was hta ta 
pot himself in a chariot Thus they complained the 
one nut© the other: and foil fain they would haw* 
been revenged, bat they appeased themselves because 
df the queen. Then sir Launceiot was called many ns 
day after le Chevalier da Chariot, and did many 
deeds, and great adventares he had. 

And 90 leave we off this tale le-Cbevalidi da-Cka. 
riot, and return We unto our tale. So rirLamoetoC 
bhd gteit cheer with the quefeu ; and then sir Xatmee. 
lht made a promise with the queen, that the sain* 
night he should come into a window,_ outward into 
a garden, and that window was barred wfcb iron. 
And there rir Launoelot promised for to: meet her. 
When alL folks were asleep. So then cama sftr La- 
waine driving to the gate, crying* ** where is my food, 
sir Launceiot du Lake?* Then was be forthwith font 
for, and when sir Lavame saw sir Laoncdw, ho 
aaiH, <* My lord, I found, well how ye wwro bard bo. 
need, for I have found jfoar horse, the whieh was 
statin with arrows.*'—** As for that,” said sir Samscts 
lot, “ I pray you, sir Lavaine, speak ye of other 
matters, and let this pass; and we shall right It an* 
other time, when we best may.’* 


CHAP. CXXXIV. 

flow Sir Launceiot came 4 » the Night to thft 
Queen, and lqy with her; and how Sir AielAu> 
grounce impeached the Queen of Treason ..... 

' THEN the knights that were Wounded worn 
searched, and soft salves were laid to dMdr wennds, 
and so it passed on till supper time; and aM the 
cheer that might be made them, there it was she w ed 
unto the queen and her knights. Then, when seaaon 
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they went to their chambers: but in no wise 
tlie queen would not infer tbe wounded knights CO 
be/number, but that they were lak^ within draughts, 
apoo bode and pillows, that the herself might aee to 
them, that they lacked nothing. So when sir La once- 
lot was in hit chamber, that was assigned onto him, 
ho called onto him sir Lavaine, and told him, that 
that night he mast go speak with his lady, dame Gae n e . 
war. 41 Sir/* said sir Lavaine, u let me go with 
jas^and it please yon; for I dread me store of the 
teamen of sir Meliagranuce.** — “ Nay,** said sir 
Innnedot, “ I thank yon; I will have no person 
with meat this time.” And then sir Lanncelot took 
his sword in his hand, and privily went onto a place, 
whereas he had espied a ladder before hand, and 
thathe teok ander hia arm, and bear it through the 
garden, and set it up in a window, and there anon 
the queen waa ready to meet him; and then they 
made either to other their complaints of divers things: 
and then, sir Lanncelot wished that he might come id 
nolo her. “ Wit ye well,** mid the queen, “ I would 
|> fainaa that ye might come into me,**— M Would 
ye, madam,** mid sir Lanncelot, “ with your heart 
that! were with you.**—“ Yea, truly,** mid the queen. 

* Now shall I prove my might/* said sir Launoeiot, 

* for the love of yon.** And then he. set hia hand 
upon the bars of iron, and palled at them with such 

* great might, that be break them dean , oat of the 
Slone wails; and therewithal one of the bars of iron 
dot the brawn of sir Lanncelot's hand throughout to 
gm booe, end then he leapt into the chamber to tbe 
qoeen. Make ye no noise/* said the queen, “ far 
mywounded knights lie here fast by roe.** And so, to 
pern forth upon this tale, sir Lanncelot went to bed 
with the queen, and so he took no force of his burl 
hand, but teok his pleasure and his liking and) it was 
bathe dawning of the day; and wit ye well he dept 
not, hot watched. And. when he sew the time that 
he ndfht tarry no longer, he took Ms leave and de* 
parted at the window, and pat it together again an 
well ae he aright, and so departed and came to We 
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own chamber. And there he told air Lavaine how 
he was hurt. Then sir Lavaine dressed his hand, and 
staunched it, and pet upon it a glove, that it shook! 
not be espied. And so the queen lay long in her bed, 
until it was nine of the clock. Then sir Mdia¬ 
gram! ce went to the queen's chamber, and found her 
ladies there ready clothed. “ Jesu, mercy l" said sir 
Meliagraunce, “ what aUeth yon, madam, that ye 
sleep thus long?" And so forth withal he opened 
the curtains for to behold her; and then was beware 
where she lay, and all the sheet and pillow was ail 
bloody, with the blood of sir Lanncdot's hart hand : 
and when sir Meliagraunce espied that blood, then 
he deemed in himself that she was false onto the king, 
and that some of the wounded knights had lain by 
her all that night. “AhI madam,” said sir Meha- 
graunce, “now I have found you falsetraitoress onto 
my lord king Arthur; for now I (wove it well, that 
it was not for nought that ye laid these wounded 
knights within the bounds of your chamber. There* 
for I ewill accuse you of treason before my liege, lord 
king Arthur, and now I have proved you, madam, 
with a shameful deed, and that they be all false, or 
some of them, and that I will make good*;-for a 
Wounded knight this night bath lien by you.-"—* 
“ That is false," said the queen, “ and that I report 
me to them all." Then, when the ten knights heard sir 
Melllagrtmnce's words, they spake all with one voice, 
and said to sir Meliagraunce, “ Ikon sayest falsely, 
and wrongfully pot test upon us such a deed; and 
that we will make good, any of us, chose which then 
Hst of us, when we are whole of our wounds;"—*“ Ye 
shall not," said sir Meliagraunce, “say nay, with 
proud language: for here ye may all see," said sir 
Meilagraance, “ that by the queen this night a 
wounded knight hath lain." Then were they all 
ashamed, when they saw that blood. And wit ya 
well that sir Meliagraunce was passing gtad that he 
had the queen at saeh advantage, for he deemed that 
ahonld hide hh treason. So in this rnmour calm in 
■ir Launcelot, and found them all at a great array. 
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CFLAP. CXXXV. 

How Sir Launcetot answered for the Queen , 

and waged Battle against sir Meliagrounce; 

and how Sir Launcelot was taken in a Trap . 

“ AHA l what array it this ?” said sir Launcelot. 
Then air Metiagraaace told him what he bad found, 
rad shewed him the queen’s bed. “ Truly,** said sir 
Launcelot, “ ye did not your part, nor knightly, to 
touch a queen’s bed, the while it was drawn, and 
(die lying therein. For I dare say, and make good, 
that my lord king Arthur himself, would not have 
displaced her curtains, she being within her bed, 
unless that it had pleased him to have lain down by 
her; and therefore have ye done nnworshipfully and 
shamefully to yourself.” — “ I wot not what yon 
mean,” said sir Meliagraunce: “ bat well I am sore 
there hath one of her wounded knights lain by her 
this night; and therefore I will prove it, by my 
hands, that she is a traitoress unto my lord king Ar* 
tbur.”—“ Beware what ye do,” said sir Launcelot, 
“ for and ye say so, and that he wiU prove it, it 
shall be taken at your hands.”—“ My lord, sir Lannce* 
lot/' said sir Meliagrannce, “ be you beware also 
what ye do; for though ye are never, so good a 
knight, as.wot ye well that ye are renowned the best 
knight of the world, yet should ye be advised to do 
battle in a wrong quarrel. For God will have a 
stroke in every battle that is done*”—“ As for that,’* 
said sir Launcelot, “ God is to be dreaded. But as 
to that I say nay plainly, that this night there lay 
none of these ten wounded knights with my lady, 
queen Guenever, and that will I prove with my 
hands, that ye say untruly in that now.”—” Hold !** 
said sir Meliagraunce, “ here is my glove, that she is 
a traitoress unto my lord king Arthur; and that this 
night one of the wounded knights lay . with her.”—* 
•* And I receive your glove,” said sir Launcelot. 
And so they were sealed with their signets, and de* 
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iveced to the tea knights. “ Upon what day Shalt 
vne do battle together?* said sir Launcelot. “ This 
day eight days,** said sir MeUagrannce, “tetfaefteM 
beside Westminster.’’ — “ I am agreed,** said sir 
Launcelot. “ But now,** said dr Mcliagrannce, “ sith 
it is that we must do battle together, I beseech yon, 
as ye are a noble knight, await me with no treason, 
por no villainy, in the meanwhile .**— u Nor none for 
yon, so (rod me help/* said sir LannetkX: u ye 
shall right well wit I was never of these conrihiont, 
for I report me* onto all knights that ewer knew me* 
(wed never no taeason; nor 1 kmd never to be in 
the fellowship of no man that wed treason .**—** Then 
let ns go to dinner,** said sir Mettagraenee, f awl 
after dinner ye and the queen, and ye all, may ride 
unto Westminster .**—** I will well,” said str^Mmco- 
lot. And then sir MeUagrannce said unto sir lauaee» 
lot, u FLeaseth it yoa to see the features of this can 
tie.*—« With a good will* said dr Launcelot.** 
And then they went together from chamber to chain* 
her: for dr Launcelot dreaded no perils. For ever 
a man of worship and of prowess drsadeth always 
perils least; for they ween that every man Is as they 
be; but always he that deakfth with treason pntteth 
a man oft fat great danger. So it befel Upon dr 
Launcelot, that no peril dread. And,as bewent with 
sir MeUagraence, he trad on a trap, and the board 
rolled, and th er ewi th dr Lsuncetot feA down most 
than ten fathom into a cave, upon straw. And then 
sir Mdiagraunce departed, and made sentbbmt, w 
though be had not wist where he was. And When air 
Launcelot was thus mimed, they marvelled Where he 
wasbeodme; and then quean Goeoever, and many of 
them, deemed that he was departed, as he was wont 
to do, suddenly. Tor sir Meliagraunoe mad# end* 
denly to put out of the way sir LaanceloFs horse, 
that they might all tmdentand that sir Lanncetot was 
departed suddenly. So it past forth until after dim 
ner, and then sir Lavaine would not Mint ntrtil that 
ha had ordained bone-litters for the WMntied kfcfehts, 
that’they wright he laid in tbcss^ipd ao witb the 
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OMMifApd (hep both ladies aid gentlewomen,' 
and many other went to Westminster. And the 
lfnigfrts told unto king Arthur how sir Meliagrannce 
had appealed the queen of high treason; and how sir 
Launcelot had received the glove of him, and this 
day eight days they shall do battle together afore 
you. “ By my bead/’ said king Arthur, “1 am 
afraid that sir Meliagrannce hath taken upon him a 
great charge: but where is sir Launcelot r said the 
king.—“ Sir,” said they all, “ we wit not where he is; 
jtmt we deem he is ridden to some adventures, as he 
is oftentimes wont to do, for be hath sir Lavaine’s 
tyorse.”—“ Let him be,” said the king, “he will be 
found* but if be be trapped with some treason.” 


CHAP. CXXXY’I. 

JTotP Sir Launcelot was delivered out of Prison 
by a Lady,, and how he took a white Courser, 
and came for to keep his Day . 

NOW return we unto sir Launcelot, lying within 
that cave, in full great pain. And every day there 
came a. lady and brought him his meat and his drink, 
and wooed him to have lain by her; and ever the 
noble knight, sir Launcelot, said her nay. “ Sir 
Launcelot,” said she, “ ye are not wise, for ye may 
never come out of this prison, but if ye have roy 
help; and also your lady, queen Guenever, shall be 
burnt in your default, unless that you be there at the 
day of battle.”—“ God defend it,” said sir Launcelot, 
“ that she should be burnt in my default; and if that 
be so,” said sir Launcelot, “ that I may not be there, 
it shall be well understood, of both the king and of 
the queeu, and with all men of worship, that I am 
dead, or sick, or else in prison; for all men that 
know me will say for me, that I am in some evil 
case, if I be not there that day: and well I wot 
there is some good knight, either of my blood, or 
else some other that loveth me, that will take my 
quarrel in hand; and, therefore,” said sir Launcelot; 
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?wit ye well that ye shall not fear met ud tf 
there were no more women In this land tat yon, I 
would not have to de with yon ."'— u Then art then 
*shamed and destroyed for ever,** said the Indy— 
“ As for world's slums," said sir Laoncelot, “ Jean 
defend me; and as for my distren, It is welcome, 
whatsoever It be that God sendeth me." So she came 
ant© sir Laoncelot that same day that the battle 
should be, and said to him, ** Sir Laancelot me 
tbinketh ye are too strong hearted; bat woaldest 
thon kiss me once, I would deliver thee and thine 
amtOnr, and the best hone that is within sir Me)i*» 
graunce's stable ."—** As for to kiss yon," said sir 
Laoncelot, " I may do that and lose no worship; and 
wit yon well, and I understand there was spy dis» 
worship for to kiss yon, I would not do it. Then 
he kissed her, ahd then she'gat Mra, and brought 
him to his armour. And when he was armed she 
brought him to a stable, whereas stood twelve good 
hoursers, and bade him choose the best. Then nr 
Laancelot looked upon a white courser which liked 
him best; and anon be commanded the keeper fast 
to saddle him with the best saddle of war that bras 
there: and so it was done as be commanded. Then 
gat he his spear in his hand, and his sword by Ms 
side,' and commended the lady to God, and said, 
u Lady for this good deed I shall do you service, if 
ever it be in my power." 


CHAP. CXXXVII. 

How Sir Launcclat come the same Time (hot 
Sir Meliagraunce abode him in the Field , ojs 4 
dressed him to Bottle* 

NOW leave we sir Laancelot galloping all tint 
he might, and speak we of queen Gnenever that wm 
brought to a fire to have been burnt; for sir MtHe- 
graunce was sure him thought that sir Laoncelot should 1 
not be at that battle; and, therefore, he ever cried 
upon king Arthur for to do hhn Jutticc, or elm tprw 1 
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hrfog forth Mr Lanucetot. Then was the king and 
sM the bonrt fall tore abashed and 'shamed, that the 
wamn should be burnt in the deftult of sir Laoneelot* 
“ My good lord, king Arthur,” saM sir Lavaine, ** ye 
may right well understand that it is not well with my 
lord, sir Laoneelot, for and he were alive, so that 
hd’be not sick or in prison, wit ye Well that he wonkl 
he hero, for never heard ye that ever he failed bit 
part 'for whom he should do battle for; and, them 
fore, now,* said sir Lavaine, “ my lord, king Arthur^ 
Ibeseeeh yon give me licence to do battle here tMt 
day for my lord and master, and for to save my lady, 
foe queen.”—“ Oremercy, gentle knight, air Lavaine,” 
•add Icing Arthur, « for 1 dare say that that shr M4 
Magrance patteth upon my lady, queen Ouenever, is 
Wron£;-for I have spoken with all the ten wounded 
knights, and there is not one of than, and he were 
Whole, and able to do battle, but that he would prove 
npon sir Metiagraunoe's body, that it is false that he 
putteth upon the queen.”—“So shall I,” said sir Lai 
Vaine, ** in defebdingof my lord, sir Laoneelot, and 
ye will give me leave.*—" Now I give you leave," 
Mid king Arthur, “ and do your best; fori dare well 
my there is some treason done to sir Laoneelot.** 
Then was sir Lavaine honed, and suddenly at the 
list's end he rode to perform this battle* And right 
as the heralds should cry, " Lestes let alter,” right 
so came in’ sir Laoneelot, driving with all the force of 
MS horse. And so king Arthur cried, u Go and 
abide.” Then was sir Laoneelot called before king 
Arthur on horseback, and tliere be told openly be* 
fore the king, and oil them that were present, how sir 
Ifetiagraunee had served him first and last. And 
When foe king and the queen, and all the lords 
knew of the treason of sir Meliagraimce, they were 
«H aihamedon his behalf. And then was queen 
C uefae Ve r sent for, and set by the king in great trnst 
6f heir champion. And so then there was no more to 
My, but sir LUnncefot and sir MeiiagraunCe dressed 
ffoem unto battle, and took their spears, and so they 
UttUe together as thnnder, and there nr Launfeot 
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bore him down quite over his horse’s croup; and that 
sir Lanncelot alighted and dressed his shield on his 
Shoulder, with his sword in his hand: and dr Metiar 
gran nee in the same wise dressed him unto sir Lann¬ 
celot. And there they smote many strokes together ; 
and at the last air Lanncelot smote him such a buffet 
upon the helm, that he fell op the one side to the 
ground, and then he cried upon him aloud, “ Most 
noble knight, sir Lanncelot do Lake, I pray you save 
my life, fori yield me unto you; and! beseech you, 
as ye be a knight and fellow of the round table, slay 
me not, for I yield roe as an overcome knight; and, 
whether I shall live or die, I put me in the king’s 
hands Mid your’s.” Then dr Lanncelot wist not 
what to do, for he had rather than all the good of 
the world he might have been revenged upon sir Me- 
liagrauace. And then sir Launcelot looked towards 
queen Guenever if he might espy, by any sign or 
countenance, what he should have done; and then 
the queen wagged her head upon sir Launcelot, as 
though she should say, slay him. Full well knew sir 
Launcelot, by the wagging of her head, that she would 
have had him dead. Then sir Launcelot bade him 
“ prise for shame, and perform that battle to the ut¬ 
termost.”—“ Nay,” said sir Meliagrsnnce, “ I witl 
never rise until that ye take me aa yielden and Be* 
creant.”—“ I shall proffer you large profiers,” aaid 
dr Lanncelot; “ that is to say, I shall unarm my head, 
aud the left quarter of my body, all that may be un¬ 
armed, and I shall let bind my left hand behind me, 
so that it shall not help me; and right so I shall do 
battle with you.” When sir Meliagraunce heard that, 
he started up on his legs, and said on high, “ My 
lord, king Arthur, take heed to this proffer, for I 
will take it, and let him be disarmed and bound ac¬ 
cording unto his proffer.”—“ What say ye,” said king 
Arthur unto sir Launcelot, “ will ye abide by your 
proffer?”—“ Yea, my lord,” said sir Launcelot, “ I 
will never go from that I have once said.” Then the 
knights, parters of the field, disarmed sir Launcelot, 
firsrbis head, and after his left arm, and hit left 
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tide; and then they bound bis left arm behind his 
back, without shield or any thing, and then were they 
put together. Wit ye well there was many a lady 
and knight marvelled that sir Launcelot would jeopard 
himsdf in such wise. Then sir Mellagraance came 
with his sword all on high, and sir Launcelot shewed 
him openly his bare head, and the bare left side; 
atid when be weened to have smitten him upon the 
head, then lightly he avoided thedeftieg and the left 
side, and put his right hand and his sword to that 
stroke, and so put it aside with great sleight; then, 
with great force, sir launcelot smote him upon the 
helmet such a buffet, that the stroke carved the head 
in two parts. Then there was no more to do, bat he 
was drawn out of the field; and, at the instance of 
the knights of the round table, the king suffered him 
to be buried, and the mention made upon him, and 
for what cause he was slain. And then the king and 
the queen made much of sir Launcelot, and more he 
Was cherished than ever he was before*. 


CHAP. CXXXVIII. 

How Sir Urre came unto King Arthur’s Court 
/or to be healed of his Wounds , and how King 
Arthur would begin to handle him . 

THEN there was a good knight, in the land of 
Hungary, whose name was sir Urre, and he was an 
adventurous knight; and in all places where he 
might hear of any deeds of worship, there would he 
be. So it happened, in Spain, these was an earl's 
son, the which high! Alpbegus, and at a great tour¬ 
nament in Spain, this sir Urre, knight of Hungary, 
and sir Alphegos, of Spain, encountered together for 
very envy; and so either undertook other to the ut¬ 
termost. And, by fortune, sir U tare slew sir Alphe- 
gus, the . earl's son of Spain; but this knight that was 
slain had given air Urre, or ever he was slain, seven 
great wounds, three on the bead, and four On the body, 
and upon his left hand* And this sic Alpbegus had' 
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a mother which wu * great sorceress; and she for 
the; despite , of her son's death, wrought, -by her subtle 
crafts# that sir Urre shoald never be whole, hot ever 
his wounds should one time fester, and another Him 
bleed, so that he should never be; whole, till that the 
best knight of the world had searched his wounds) 
and in this manner she made her vaunt, where* 
through it was known that sir Urre should never be 
whole. Then sir Unre's mother let make a bars* 
litter, and pat him therein, under two palfries; and 
then she took sir Unre's lister with Mm, which was a 
full fair damsel, whose name was Fekdy: and Ben 
she took a page wife her to keep 1 their horses. And 
so they led sir Urre through many countries $ for she 
led him so seven years through all ChriMfcm lands, 
and never she could find no knight that might ease 
herson. So at the last she came into Scotland, by 
the bounds of England, and at the feast of Pentecost, 
at> king Arthur's court, that, at that time, was hoiden at 
Carlisle. And when she came there, then She made 
it openly to be known how she was come into that 
country for to have her son healed. Then king Ar¬ 
thur let call the lady, and asked her the cause why 
she had brought that hurt knight into that country. 
“ My most noble lord, king Arthur," said the lady, 
“ wit ye well I brought him hither for to be healed of 
his wounds, the which of all these seven years might 
not be healed." And then she told the king where 
he was wounded, and of whom, and how hi* mother 
had discovered in her pride; bow she hud wro ug ht 
that by enchantment, so that he should never be 
Whole unto the time that the best knight of the 
world bad searched his wounds. M And so I' have 
p a ste d through aiLthe Christian lands for to have him 
healed, except this land; and if that I fill to heal 
him herein thiscountryylwill never more take pain 
upon me; and that is a pity, for he was a full good 
knight, and of great nobleness*"—" What Is .his 
uamer* sakl kiag Antov.—" My good and gracious 
fowl,*? said she, “ his name is sir Urre of fee Modnt/* 
In good time,'* , said king Arthur, " andfefe ye 
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areoome hither into this country, ye are welcome; 
and wit ye well that here shall your son be healed: 
and if any Christum man may heal him, and for to 
give all otiier men of worship courage, I myself will 
ast^y to handle yoer son; and so shall all the kings, 
(lakes, and carls, that be bere present with roe at this 
time and thereto, 1 will command them, and well I 
wot they, shall obey and do after my command. 
And wit ye well,” said king Arthur unto sir U ore’s 
sister, “ I shall handle id in and search him unto my 
power, not presuming upon me that 1 am so worthy 
tp heal your brother by my deeds; but I will encou* 
rage Other men of worship to do as 1 will do.” And 
then the king comm a nded all the kings, dukes, and 
earls, all the noble knights of the round table that 
were that time present, to come into the meadow of 
Carlisle. And so at that time there were but a 
handled and ten knights of the round table, for forty 
heights were away; and so bere he must begin at 
king Arthur, at is kindly to begin at him that was the 
most man of worship that was christened at that 
time. 


CHAP. CXXXIX. 

How King Arthur handled Sir Urre , and, after 
him , many other Knights of the Round Table . 

THEN king Arthur looked upon sir Urre, and 
(bought i» himself that he had been a full likely man 
When he was whole; and then king Arthur made him 
to he taken ontof tbe litter said laid upon the ground, 
and there mas laid a cushion of cloth of gold, that 
he should knhei apon. And then king Arthur said, 
** Ifcir knight, me repenteth of thy hurt; and, to. en» 
edarage all other noble knights, I will pray thee for 
to aatferme softly to handle tby wounds."—“Moat 
noble Christian king,” said sir Urre, “ do as It shall 
please you; fjur I am here, at the mercy of God, and 
at poor command.” So then king Arthur softly hand* 
lodihfcu, ami then mane of has wounds renewed on 
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bleedingv Then, after king Arthur, king Clarence; 
of Northumberland, searched, and it would not be; 
and then sir Barraant le Apres, that was the king 
with the hundred knights, he assayed and foiled; and 
so did kingUrien, of the land of Gore. So did king 
Anguish, of Ireland; so did king Nenlres, of Garlotb ; 
so did king Carados, of Scotland; so did the doke 
Galahat, the haughty prince; so did Constantine, that 
was king Carados* son, of Cornwall; so did dnke 
Chalannce, of Clarence; so did the earl Ulbaose; 
so did the earl- Lambaile; so did the earl Aristanse. 
Then came in sir Gawaine with his three sons, sir 
Gingaine, sir Florence, and sir Lovel ; (these three 
were begotten upon sir Braodiles’ sister) and sir Ga¬ 
waine and his sons foiled. Then came in sir Agra- 
valne, sir Gaberis, sir Mordred, and the good knight, 
air Gareth, which was of very knighthood worth all 
die brethren. So there came knights of dr Lattnce- 
lot’s kin; bat sir Launcelot was not, at that time, in 
the coart, for he was at that time on his adventures. 
Then sir Lionel, sir Ector de Maris, sir Bora de Ga- 
nis, sir Blamor de Ganis, sir Bleoberis de Ganis, sir 
Galhaiantin, sir Galihodin, sir Manadiuke, air Villian 
de Valiant, and sir Hebes le Renown: all these 
knights were of sir Lanncelofs kin, and they foiled 
every each one. Then came in sir Sagramore le De¬ 
sirous, dr Donidas le Savage, sir Dinadan, sir Bronor 
le Noire, which sir Kaye called la Cote Male Tail; 
and sir Kaye, the seneschal; sir Kaye de Straongis, 
sir Melior de Logris, and sir Petipace of Winchelseaf . 
sir Galieron of Galway, sir Mellon of the Mountain^ 
sir Sadocke, sir Uwaineies Avoutres, and air Onouia 
le ever Hardy. Then there came in sir Astamore 
and air Gromore, sir Gramwor’s son; sir Crosaclroc, 
sir Servanse le Breuse, which was at that time called 
one of the strongest knights of the world. For the 
chief lady of the Lake feasted this sir Servanse le 
Breose,and sir Launcelot d» Lake; and so, when she 
. feasted them both at sundry times, she prayed 
them to grant her e boon, and they gr an te d to her. 
And.then she prayed ah Servanse le Erenae, tkm; ha 
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woulft promise her never to do battle against sir, 
Lanncelot da Lake; and, in the same manner of 
wise, she prayed sir Launcelot du Lake never to do 
battle against sir Servausp le Brense. And so either 
of them promised onto oilier, that sir Servanae had 
never any lust or courage to do battle against any 
man, but if it were against giants, and against dra¬ 
gons, and such other wild beasts. So we pass unto 
them, which, at the king's request, made them all that 
were there at that high feast, as of all knights of the. 
round table, for to search sir tJ rre. To that extent 
the king did it, for to know which was the noblest; 
knight among them all. Then there came in sir Agra* 
vaile, air Durnar, and sir Tor, the which was begotten 
upon Aries, the cowherd’s wife; but this sir Tor 
was begorten before Aries, the cowherd, had wedded 
her. And king Pellinore begat all these knights: 
first sir Tor, sir Agra vaile, sir Durnar, sir Lamoracke, 
which was one of the most noble knights that ever 
was in king Arthur’s days, as for a worldly knight; 
and sir Percivale, that was peerless, except sir Ga¬ 
lahad, in holy deeds: but they died in quest of the 
Sancgreal. Then came in sir Griflet le Fise de Dieu 5 
sir Lucan, the butler; sir Bcdivere, his brother; sir 
Brandiles, sir Constantine, sir Cad or s’ son of Corn¬ 
wall, which was king after Arthur’s days; and sir 
Clegis, sir Sadocke, sir Dinas, the seneschal of Corn¬ 
wall, sir Fergns,sir Driaunt, sir Lambegus, sir Claras 
of Cleremount, sir Clodrus, sir Hectimere, sir Ed¬ 
ward of Carnarvan, sir Dinas, sir Priamns, which 
was christened by the noble knight, sir Tristram; and 
these three were^brethren: sir Helaine le Blancke, 
which was son unto sir Bors, and he begat him upon, 
king Braodegoris’ daughter, and sir Brian de list!-, 
noise; sir Gautere, sir Reinold, sir Gillemere, were 
three brethren that sir Launcelot won upon a bridge 
in sir Kaye’s armour; sir Guiart le Pitie, sir Bei- 
langere le Breuse, which was son unto the good sir 
Alisaundcr Ldrphelin, that was slain by the treason 
of king Marke. Also that false traitor, king Mai ke, 
slew the noble knight, sir Tristram, as he sat harping 
VOL. II. T 
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before hi* lady, la beale laonde, with a twnAw 
glaive; for'whose death waa much bewailing of tt« y 
knight that ever waa in king Arthur’* days : there mm 
never any so bewailed as was sir Tristram and dr 
Xamoraeke. For they were traitorously slain: shr 
Tristram by king Marke, and sir Lansoracke by shr 
Gawaine and his brethren. And this sir Ballanger* 
revenged the death of his father, sir Alisannder Lor- 
phelin, and sir Tristram. And la heale I sonde died 
Awning upon the corpse of sir Trial ram, whereof 
eras great pity; and all that were with king Marke, 
that were consenting to the death of Sir Tristnun, 
were slain, as sir Andred, and many others. Then 
©feme to sir Hebes sir Morganore, sir Sentraile, sir 
Sorpinabiles, sir Beliangere le Orgulous, which lh* 
good knight, sir Launcelot, won in plain battle; dr 
Neroveus and sir Plenorkss, two good knights that 
sir Lanncelot won; sir Darras, sir Harry le Fife 
Lake, sir Hermenid, brother to king lleraiaunce, for 
whom sir Palomides fought at the Red City with two 
brethren: and sirSelises, of the Dolorous Tower; sir 
Edward, of Orkney ; and sir Ironside, which was 
called the noble knight of the Red-lands, that sir Ga¬ 
reth won for the love of dame Lions; sir Arrocke la 
Graunt; sir Degraine sannee YiUainy, that fought 
with the giant of the Black-low ; sir Epiaogris, that 
was the king's son, of Northumberland; dr PeUeas, 
Which loved the lady Ettard, and he had died for her 
love had it not been one of the ladies of the lake: 
her name was dame Ninine, and she wedded sir Fd- 
leas; and she saved him that he waa never slain, 
and he waa a foil noble knight. ’ im* Landei of Cw» 
dafe, that was a great lover; drplain* do Fovea, 
air Meleaus de Lite, sir Robert le ever Hardy, which 
Was king Arthur's son ; dr Mador de fo Fort, air Col, 
grevaunce, dr Hervise de la Forest Savage, sir Mar* 
rocke, the good knight that was betrayed by his wifo, 
for she made hem well a seven year* 1 war worae; 
plr Persaunt, and sir Pertelope, his brother, which was 
uaHed the green knight; and sir Perinsooes, brother 
amfothem both, which was called the red hnj gfo, 

* 



knight* 09 t»b fcotnw table. 411 

ishft dh sir Gareth of Orkney won, when he was call* 
Boamnatas. All these handred knights and tea 
searched sir Urn’s wounds, by the commandment of 

king Arthur. 


CHAP, CXL. 

Mow Sir Lanneelot mu commanded by Jflmg 
Arthur to handle his Wounds, and anon ha 
pas whole ; and how they thanked God. 

1 « MERCY, Tern P' said king Arthur, “ where is 
air Launcekrt du Lake, that he is not here at this 
time.'* Thus, as they stood and spake of many things, 
there was espied sir Launeelot, which came riding 
towards diem; and anon it was told the king thereof. 
•t Fence/' said the king; “ let no manner of thing 
he said nntil that be be come to ns.'* So, when sir 
Lancelot espied king Arthur, he descended down 
ffcom his horse, and came onto the king, and sainted 
him, and them all. Anon, as the maiden, sir Urre*s 
Skter, saw sir Launeelot, she ran unto her brother 
there as he lay in her litter, and said, “ Brother, 
here is oome a knight, that my heart giveth me 
greatly onto.’'—“ Fair sister, said sir Urre, “ so doth 
my heart tight against him, and certainly I hope now 
to he healed; for my heart giveth onto him more 
than to all these that have searched me.” Then said 
king Arthur onto sir Lanneelot, “ Ye mast do as we 
have done,” and told sir Lanneelot what they had 
dene, and shewed him all those that had searched sir 
Urre. ** Jeswdefend me P* said sir Lanneelot, “ when 
so many kings and knights have assayed and failed, 
that I should presame upon me for to achieve that 
ait ye, my lords, might not achieve.”—“ Ye shall not 
choose,” said king Arthur ; “ for I will command yon 
Cor to do as we all have done.**—“ My most renowned 
' lord,” said sir Lanneelot, “ ye know well that I dare 
not, nor may not, disobey your commandment But 
and I might or durst, wit ye well I would not take 
it U po n ate to touch that wounded knight, to that in* 
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tent that I should pius all other knights : Jew der 
fend me from that shame!**—■“ Ye take it wrong,** 
said king Arthur; “ ye shall not do it for any pre¬ 
sumption, but for to bear us fellowship, inasmuch as' 
ye be a fellow of the round table. And wit you 
well/* said king Arthur, “ and if ye prevail not to 
heal him, I dare say there is no knight in this coon* 
try may heal him; and, therefore, I pray you, do as 
We have done.** And then all the kings and knights, 
for the most part, prayed sir Launcelot to search 
him; and then the wounded knight, sir Urre, set 
himself up full weakly, and prayed sir Launcelot 
heartily, saying thus: “ Courteous knight, 1 require 
thee for God’s sake heal my wounds; for me thinketh 
ever sithencc ye came here my wounds grieve me 
not.”—“ My fair lord,” said sir Launcelot, M Jesn 
would that 1 might help you! and I shame me sore, 
that 1 should be thus rebuked : for never was I able 
in worthiness to do so high a thing.” Then sir Laun* 
celot kneeled down by the wounded knight, saying 
to him thus ; “ My lord, king Arthur, I must needs 
do your commandment, which is fall sore against my 
heart.” And then he held up bis hand, and looked 
into the east, saying secretly to himself, “ Thou bkes- 
ed Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 1 beseech thee of 
thy mercy that my simple worship and honesty be 
saved; and thou, blessed 'Trinity I that thou mayest 
give power to heal this sick knight, by the great , virtue 
and grace of thee; but, good Lord, never of myself.** 
And then sir Launcelot prayed sir Urre for to let 
him see his head ; and then, devoutly kneeling, be 
ransacked the tliree wounds, that they bled a little: 
- and forthwith the three wounds fair healed, and 
seemed as though they had been well seven years be¬ 
fore. And in likewise he searched his body of three 
other wounds, and they healed in likewise; and 
the last of all he searched, the which was in hieluuMi, 
and anon it healed fair. I hen king Arthur, and all 
the other kings and knights, kneeled down, and gave 
thanks and praise uuto God, and to his blessed mo¬ 
ther ; and ever sir Launcelot wept, as be had bee n a 
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child that had been beaten. Then king Arthur let 
array priests and clerks in the most devontest manner, 
to bring sir Urre within Carlisle, w ith singing and 
praise onto God. And, when this was done, the king 
let clothe him in the richest manner that c uld be 
devised or thooght; and there were but few better 
made knights in all the court ; for he was passiugly 
well-made and big. Then king Arthur asked sir 
"Urre how he felt himself. “My good lord," said he, 
I felt myself never so lusty.”—“ Will ye joust, and do 
deeds of arms V* said king Arthur. “ Sir,” said sir 
TJrre, “ and I had all that belonged to jousts, 1 would 
soon be ready.” 


CHAP. CXLT. 

How there was made of a hundred Knights 
against a hundred Knights; and of other 
Matters . 

THEN king Arthur made a .part of a hundred 
knights to be against a hundred knights: and so, on 
.the morrow after, they jousted for a diamond; but 
there jonsted not one of the dangerous knights. And 
so, to make short tale, sir Urre and sir Lavaine joust¬ 
ed best that day ; for there was none of them both, 
but he overthrew and pulled down thirty knights : 
trad then, by the assent of all the kings and lords, 
"both-sir Urre and sir Lavaine were made knights of 
the round table. And sir Lavaine cast his love to 
dame Feliiolie, sir Urre’s sister ; and then tli6y wcrfc 
wedded together with great joy, and king Arthur 
gave unto every each of them a barony of lands. 
And this knight, sir Urre, would never go from sir 
Launcelot, but he and sir Lavaine waited evermore 
upon him: and they were, in all the court, accounted 
fbr good knights, and full desirous in arms; and 
many noble deeds they did: for they would have no 
rest, but always sought adventures. Thus they lived 
in the court with great nobleness and joy a long time; 
but ever, night and day, sir Agravainc, sir Gawaine’s 
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brother, awaited queen Guenever and air Lfndcfr 
for to pbt them to a rebuke and shame. 

And so leave 1 here off this ule, and overskip great 
booka of sir Laoncelot da Lake, what great adven* 
turea he did when he was called le Chevalier da Char 
riot: for because of despite of those knights and lar 
dies that called him the knight that rode in the chariot, 
like as he had been judged to the gallows* There¬ 
fore, in despite of all them that named him so, he 
was carried in a chariot twelve months; for, but lifr> 
He after he had slain sir Meligraunoe in the qos eals 
quarrel, he never in twelve months came on horse¬ 
back ; and he did, in those twelve months, more than 
forty battles: and, because 1 have lost the very nun 
ner of le Chevalier du Chariot, I depart from the 
tale of sir Laoncelot, and here 1 go onto the death 
Of king Arthur, and that caused by sir Agravaine. 


CHAP. C-XLII. 

Sit Agravaine and Sir Mordrtd were 
burg open Sir Gawaine , far to disclose the 
Love between Sir LaunceM and Queen Gue- 
nevor. 

AT that season of the merry month of May, when 
every heart flourished! and rejoiceth; for, as the 
season is lusty to behold and comfortable, somanaad 
woman rejoice, and be glad of summer coming with 
her fresh flowers: for winter, with his rough winds 
and blasts, causeih a lusty man and woman to cowar, 
and sit by the fire. So in this season, as the month of 
May, it happened there befel a great anger, the which 
stinted not till the flower of chivalry of all the world 
was destroyed and slain: and all was long of two un¬ 
happy knights, the which were named sir Agravaine 
and sir Mordred, that were brethren unto sir Gawaine; 
for those two knights, sir Agravaine and sir Mor¬ 
dred, had ever a privy hate onto the queen, dame 
Guk never, and unto sir Laoncelot; and, daily and 
ftighlly, they ever watched upon sir LumcutoU fin 
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ftt mUbappened sir Gawaine and his brethren were 
In king Arthur's court; and then sir Agravaine said 
Siam openly, and not in counsel, that many knight# 
might hear it, “ I marvel that we all be not ashamed 
both to see and know how sir Laoncelot Uelh'daily 
and nightly by the queen, and all we know it sog 
smd it is shamefully suffered of us all, that we all 
should suffer so noble a king, as ldag Arthur is, so to 
be ashamed.*' Then spake sir Gawaine, and said, 

“ Brother, sir Agravaine, 1 pray you and charge you, 
bare no such matter any more before me: for wit 
yon well," said sir Gawaine, “ I will not be of your 
counsel.”—" So God me help,” said sir Gaherie and 
air Gareth, M we will not be known, brother sir Agra* 
vaine, of yonr deeds.”—** Then will I,” said sir 
Mordred. ** I believe that well," said sir Gawaine ; 

«< for ever unto all unhappiness, brother sir Mordred, 
thereto will ye grant: and I would that ye left aU 
this, and made you not so busy; for I know well 
enough," said sir Gawaine, ** whet will befal of it.*” 

“ Fall of it what fall may," said sir Agravaine, ** I 
■will disclose it unto the king.”—** Ye shall not do it 
by my counsel," said sir Gawaine; “ for, if there 
arise any war and wrath between sir Laoncelot and 
us, wit you well, brother, there will many kings and 
great lords hold with sir Launcelot. Also, brother 
air Agravaine," said sir Gawaine, ** ye most retnenr' 
ber how oftentimes sir Laoncelot hath rescued the 
king and the queen; and the best of us all had been 
foil cold at the heart-root, bad not sir Launcelot been 
s a better knight than we, and that hath he proved faint* 
self so oft: and, as for my part," said sir Gawaine, 
** I will never be agpinst sir Lauucelot for one day's 
deed, as when he rescued me from king Carados, of 
the Dolorous Tower, sod slew him, and saved soy 
life. Also, brothers sir Agravaine and sir Mordred, 
in likewise sir Laoncelot rescued you both, and three¬ 
score and two, from sir Torquine. Me thinketh, bro¬ 
ther, such kind deeds and kindness should be remem* 
bered."—•" Do as ye list,” said sir Agravaine; “ for 
I will hide H no longer." With these words came l® 
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them king Arthur. “ Now, brother, stint your noise," 
said sir Gawaine. “ We will not,” said sir Agravaine 
and sir Mordred. “ Will ye so?'* said sir Gawaine : 
“ then God speed you ; for 1 wilt not hear your talcs, 
nor be of your counsel.”—” "N or more wilt T,” said 
air Gareth and sir Gaheris: “ for we will never say 
evil of that man; for because,” said sir Gareth, ”sir 
Launcelot made me knight, by no manner ought I to 
say evil of him.” And therewitlrthey three departed, 
making great dote. M Alas!” said sir Gawaine and 
air Gareth, ‘‘ now is the realm whole mischief, and 
the noble fellowship of the round table shall be di* 
persed.” So they departed. 


CHAP. CXLJUI. 

Mow Sir Agravaine disclosed their Love unto 
King Arthur ; and hou that King Arthur gave 
• them Licence /or to take him . 

AND then king Arthur asked them what nobe 
they made? “ My lord, said sir Agravaine, “ I shall 
tell you which I may keep no longer. Here is I and 
my brother, sir Mordred, brake unto my brother, sir 
Gawaine, sir Gaheris, and sir Gareth. Now this yre 
know all, that sir Launcelot holdeth your queen, and 
hath done long ; and we be your sister’s sons, and we 
tnay suffer it no longer: and we know all, that ye 
are the king that made him knight; and, therefore, 
We will prove it that he is traitor to your person.”—- 
“ If it be so,” said king Arthur, “ wit ye well he is 
none other; but 1 would be loth to begin such a thing 
but if I might have proofs upon-it: for Itell yon sir 
Launcelot is a hardy knight, and all ye know he is 
the best knight among us all. And but, if he be 
taken with the deed, he will fight with him that 
bringeth up the noise, and I know no knight that is 
able to match with him : therefore, and it be sooth 
as ye say, I would he were taken with the deed.” 
For king Arthur was loth thereto, that any noise 
should be upon sir Launcelot and his queen; for 
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Oi king bad a deeming, bait be would net bear of it, 
for air Launcelot had dune so much for him and foe 
bis queeu so many times that wit ye well king 
Arthur loved him passingly welL “ My lord,* sal* 
air Agravaine, “ ye shall ride to-morrow on bantings 
and doubt not sir Launcelot will aot go with yank 
then when it draweth towards night* ye maysend the 
queen word that ye will lie oat ail that night: and m 
m ay ye send for your cooks, and then upon pain of 
death we shall take him that night with the queen, and 
either we shall bring, him to yon dead or quick.**— 
“ I will well,’* said the king: “ then I counsel you/* 
said the king, “ take with you sure fellowship.**— 
“ Sir/* said sir Agravaine, “ my brother, sir Mordred, 
and I will take with us twelve knights of the round 
table.”—” Be well ware,** said king Arthur, “ for I 
team you ye shall find him full weighty.**—“ Let us 
*M/* •aid sir Agravaine. 

So on the morrow king Arthur rode on hunting, 
and sent word unto the queen that be would lie out 
ail that night. Then sir Agravaine and sir Mordred 
gat unto them twelve knights, and hid themselves in 
a chamber in the castle of Carlisle, and thus were 
their names; first, sir Colgrevaunce, sir Mador de la 
Port, sir Gingaline, sir Melior de Logris, sir Fetipace* 
Of Winchelsea; sir Galleron, of Galway; sir Me lion* 
of the Moantain; sir Astamore, sir Gromore Somor 
Jour, sir Curselaine, sir ‘Florence, sir Lovell. So these 
twelve knights were with sir Mordred and sir Agra 
vaine; and all they were of Scotland, either of six 
Gawaine’s kin, either well-willers of his brethren. So 
when the night came, sir Launcelot told sir Bars how 
be would go that night and speak with queen Gue* 
never. “ Sir/* said sir Bors, “ ye shall not ga this 
night by ray counsel.”—“ Why?” said sir Launcelot. 
** Sir,” said sir Bors, “ I always dread me much of 
fir Agravaine, which waiteth you daily for to do you 
shame and us all, and never gave my heart against 
your going that ever ye weut to the queen so much 
as now; for I mistrust that the king is out this night 
from the queen, because peradventure he hath lain some 
Tl 
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wateh for yon and the qneen, and therefore I dread me 
sore of treason.”—" Have ye no doubt said sir Lauuc*- 
jot, “ tor I shall go, and come again, and make no tarry¬ 
ing.”—" Sir/' said sir Bors, “ that me sore repen teth, 
for I dread me greatly that your going oat this night 
■hall wrath us all.”—" Fair nephew," said sir Launce- 
)ot, “ I marvel me much why ye say thus, sithence the 
queen hath sent for me; and wit ye well that I will 
not be such a coward, but that she shall understand I 
will see her good grace.”—" God speed yon well," 
said sir Bors, “ and send you safe and sound 
again." 


CHAP. CXLIV. 

Bow Sir Launcelot was espied, in the Queen?* 
Chamber, and how Sir Agrovaine and Sir 
Mordred came with twelve Knights to slay 
him . 

SO sir Launcelot departed, and took his sword 
underneath his arm; and so that noble knight went 
forth in his mantle, and put himself in great jeopardy; 
and so he passed till he came unto the queen’s cham¬ 
ber. And then sir Launcelot was lightly put into the 
chamber; and the queen and sir Launcelot were to¬ 
gether ; and, whether they were a-bed, or at other 
manner of disports, me list not thereof to make men¬ 
tion; for love that time was not as it is now-a-days. 
But thus as they were together, there came sir Agra- 
vaine and sir Mordred, with twelve knights with them 
of the-round table, and with a cry ing voice they said 
thus: " 'Iraitoi knight, sir Launcelot du L*ke, now 
art thou taken •” and thus they cried with a loud 
voice, that all the court might hear it: and they all 
were fourteen, armed at all points, as they should 
fight in a battle. " Alas,” said queen Guenever, 
•« now are we mischieved both.”—Madam," said sir 
Launcelot, " is here any armour within your chamber 
that I might cover my body withal, and if there be 
any, I pray you heartily let me have it, and I shall 
soon stint their malice by the grace of God.”— 
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“.Truly,” said the queen, “ I have none armour, shield, 
»\tord, or spear, where, I dread me sore our long 
love is come to a mischievous end; for 1 hear by 
their noise there be many valiant knights, and well I 
wot they be surely armed, against them ye may not 
resist, wherefore ye are like to be slain, and then 
shall I be brent: for, and ye might escape them/’ 
said the queen, “ I would n t doubt but that ye 
would rescue me in what danger soever I stand in.”— 
“ Alas,” said sir Launcelot, “ in all my life was I never 
thus bestood, that I should be thus shamefully slain 
for lack of mine armour.” But always sir Agravaine 
and sir Mordred cried, “ Traitor knight, come out of 
the queen’s chamber; for, wit thou well, thou art so 
beset, that thou shalt not escape.”—■“ O Jesu mercy,” 
said sir Launcelot, “ this shameful cry and noise we 
might not suffer; for better were death at once, than 
thus to endure this pain.” Then he took the queen in 
his arms and kissed her, and said, “ Most noble 
Christian queen, I beseech you, as ye have ever been 
my special good lady, and 1 at all times your true and 
poor knight to my power, and as 1 never yet failed 
you in right, nor yet in wrong, sithence the first dgy 
that king Arthur made me knight, that ye will pray 
for my soul if that 1 be slain; for well I am assured, 
that sir Bors, my nephew, and all the remnant of my 
kin, with sir Lavaine and sir Urre, that they will not 
fail you for to rescue you from the fire; and, therefore, 
none own lady, recomfort yourself whatsoever come 
of me, that ye go with sir Bors, my nephew, and sir 
Urre, and they will do you all the pleasure they can 
or may, that ye shall li ve like a queen upon my lands.” 
—“ Nay, sir Launcelot,” said the queen, “ wit thou 
well I will never liVe a day after thy days; but, and 
thou be slain, I will take my death as meekly, for 
Jesu Christ’s sake, as ever did any Christian queen.”— 
** Well, madam,” said sir Launcelot, “ sith it is so that 
the day is come that our love must depart, wit you 
well that I shall sell my life as dear as I may: and a 
thousand fold,” said sir Launcelot, “I am more 
heavier for you than for myself. And now I had 
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Imr ttea to be tart of oil ChrMemk«,tli« IM 
mm artttonr upon me, Hud men might (speak, or my 
deeds or l were stain.”—“ Truly,” said queen Gnetifr> 
ver, ** I weald end ft might please Gad, that tkey 
would take raeand stay me, end Bolter yoa to escape.* 
“ Th<*t shatl never be,** said sir Launcdot, “ God 
defend me from sack a shame, hut lord Jen be thod 
my shield and mine armour." 


CHAP. CXLV. 

jHotv Sir Launceiot slew Sir Colgrevaunce , mnd 
armed him in his Armour, and after slew 
Sir Agravaine, and twelve of his Fellows . 

AND therewithal dr Laoneelot wrapped his mantle 
round about his arm well and sorely; and by then 
they had gotten a great form oat of the haU,aad there* 
withal they dashed at the chamber door. M JFhfe 
lords,” mid sir Lanneetot, “ leave year noise and 
yonr dashing, and I shaft set open the door, and then 
anay ye do with me what ft liketh yoa to do.*— 
** Come off then,'' said they all, “ and do it, for tt 
availed* thee not to strive against ns all, and therefore 
Jet ns into the chamber, and we shall save thy life 
until thou come to Icing Arthar." Then sir Lannoelot 
unbarred the door, and with his (eft hand be held It 
open a little, so that but one man might entet at once. 
And so anon there came m a striding good knight, 
and a big man, and a large, which was called air 
Coigrevaunee of Gore; and be, with a sword, strnck 
at sir Laoneelot mightily, and he pot aside die strode, 
and gave him sack a buffet upon the brim, that he 
fell down dead, grovelling within the chamber door; 
and then sir Lauocelot, with his great might, drew 
that dead knight within the chamber door. And then 
•Ir. iLancelot, with the help of the queen and her 
ladies, was lightly armed in shrCrigrevanneeteaomMMm. 
And ever ttood sir Agravaine and sir Mordred crying, 
“ Traitor knight, come out of the queen’s chamber.*— 
n La be year note, * said dr Luanda unto ate 1 
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Agravaine, “ ye shall not prison me this night; and, 
therefore, do ye by my counsel; go ye all from this 
chamber door, and make no such crying, and such 
manner of slander as ye do; for I promise yon by 
my knighthood, and ye will depart and make no more 
noise, 1 shall, as to-morrow, appear before you all, 
and before the king, and then let it be seen which' of 
yon will accuse me of treason; and there I shall an 
ewer you as a knight ought to do, that hither I cam* 
#br no manner of male engine, and that 1 will prove 
and make good with mine own hands.'*—“ Fie on the 
false traitor," said sir Agravaine and sir Mordred, “ we 
Will have thee raaugre thy head, and slay thee if we 
list, for we wiM let thee to wit that we have the choice 
•of King Arthur to save thee or to slay thee."—* Ah, 
elm,** said sir Laaneelet, 4 ** there none other grace with 
you, then keep yourself." So then air Lauocelot set the 
eiwiahr i r door wide open, and mightily and Inrtgbtty 
he strode in among them; and anon, at the first baffler, 
fas slew sir Agravuine, and twelve of his fellows, 
within a little while after, be had laid them to the 
told earth; and Were was none of all the twelve 
afcatinigfeft stand with sir Lamsceiot a buffet. Also, sir 
ianacelot wounded sir Mordred, and be fled with all 
Ids might. And then sir Launcelot returned again 
-onto the -queen and said, “ Madam, now wit ye well 
that aH our true love is brought anto end; for now 
will king Arthur ever be my foe; and therefore, 
anadam, awl if It like you that I may have you with 
me, and I shall save you from ail manner of ill ad* 
ventures and danger."— 44 That is not best," said the 
•qaaeUj ** me seemeth now ye have done so much 
-haem, it will be best ye hold you still with this; and 
df ye see fast as to-morrow they will put me unto the 
sleuth, then may ye rescue roe as ye think best."— 44 X 
will well," said sir -Lmracdot, 44 for have ye no doubt 
while 1 am living I shall rescue you." And then ha 
kissed her, and either gave other a ring; and aotharu 
tie left tbs queen, and wet* to his lodging. 
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CHAP. CXLVI^ 

How Sir Launcelot came to Sir Bors and told 
him how he had sped , and in what Adventure 
* he had been, and how he escaped . 

SO, when sir Bovs saw sir Launcelot, he was never 
so glad of his home coming as he was at that time. 

“ Jean mercy,” said sir Launcelot, “ what may tins 
mean?”—" Sir,” said sir Bors, “ after that ye were 
departed from us, we all, that be of your blood and 
your well wilieis, were so dreaming, that some of us 
leapt out of our beds naked; and some, in their 
dreams, caught naked swords in their hands; there¬ 
fore,” said sir Bors, “ we deem there is some great 
strife at hand. And then we all deemed that ye were 
betrayed with some treason; and, therefore, we made 
ns thus ready, what need soever ye had been in.”— 
“ My fair nephew,” said sir Launcelot unto sir Bors, 
“ now shall ye wit all, that this night I was more 
harder bestead than ever I was in my life, and yet I 
escaped.” And so he told them all how, and in what 
manner, as ye have heard before. “ And therefbre, 
my fellows,” said sir Launcelot, " I beseech you all 
that ye will be of good heart, in what need soever 
that I stand in, for now is war come to us all.”—“ Sir,” 
said sir Bors, " all is welcome that God sendeth us, 
and we all have had much wealth with you and much 
worship, and therefore we will take the woe with you 
as we have taken the wealth.” And therefore they 
said all, which were many knights, " Look that ye take 
no discomfort, for there is no band of knights under 
heaven, but that we shall be able to grieve them as 
much as they may us; anti, therefore, discomfort not 
yourself by no means, and ye shall gather together those 
that we love, and that loveth us, and what ye will have 
done shall be done; and therefore, sir Launcelot,” 
said they, " we will take the woe with the wealth.”— 
“ Gramercy,” said sir Launcelot, “ of your good 
comfort; for in my great distress, my fair nephew, ye 
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comfort me greatly, and modi I am beholden onto' 
you; but this, my fair nephew, I would that ye dkT 
in all haste that ye may, or it be four days, that ye 
will look in their lodgings, that been lodged here 
nigh about the king which will hold with me, and 
which will not, for now I would fain know which 
were my friends from my foes."—“ Sir," said sir 
Bors, “ I shall do what I may ; and, or it be seven of 
the clock, I shall wit of such as ye have said before, 
who will hold with you or not.” Then sir Bora 
called to him sir Lionel, sir Ector de Maris, sir 
Blainor de Ganis, sir Bleoberis de Ganis, sir Gala- 
hautine, sir Galihodine, sir Galihod, sir Menadewke, 
with sir Villiers the Valiant, sir Hebes le Renomes, sir 
Lavaine, sir Urre of Hungary, sir Neroveus, and sir 
Plenorius, these two sir Launcelot made knights, and 
the one of them he won upon a bridge, and therefore 
they would never be against him. And sir Harry le 
JFife de Lake, and sir Seiises of the Dolorous Tower, 
and sir Melias de Lile. and sir Bellangere le Beuse, 
which was sir Alisaunder, Lorphelin's son, because 
his mother, dame Al s la Beale Pilgrim, was of kin 
unto sir Launcelot, he held with him. So there came 
sir Palomides, and sir Safre, his brother, to hold with 
air Launcelot, and sir Clegis of Sadocke, and sir Dinas, 
and sir Clarins of Clareinount. So these two and 
twenty knights drew them together, and anon they 
were armed and on horseback, and promised sir 
Launcelot to do what he would. Then there fell to 
them what of North Wales, and what of Cornwall, for 
sir Lamoracke's sake, and for sir Tristram's sake, to 
the nnmber of fourscore good and valiaut knights. 
** My lords,” said sir Launcelot, “ wit ye well that I 
have been ever, sithence I came into this country, 
well witling nnto my lord, king Arthur, and unto my 
lady, queen Gucnever, unto iny power; and this 
night, because my lady, the queen, sent for me to 
speak with her, I suppose it was by treason; howbeit 
T dare largely excuse her person, notwithstanding 
I was thereby aforecast nigh slain, but as Jesn pro* 
vided me, I escaped all their malice; and then that 
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nett* knight air Launcriot told them til how ha wag 
bmd hem-ad in the qme at a chamber, and how and 
i*. what manner he escaped from them. “ And 
therefore,’* said air Laancekx, “ wit ye well, my Mr 
lords, I am sure there ia nought but war unto me and 
mine; and for because I have slain this night thcan 
knights, as sir Agravaiue, nr Gawaine’s brother, and 
at the least twelve of his fellows, and for this causa 
new I am wuto of mortal war. These knights were 
seat and ordained by king Arthur to betray me, and 
therefore the king will in his bate and malice judge 
the queen to the fire, ami that may I not suffer, that she 
should be burnt for my sake. For and I may bn 
heard and suffered, and so taken I will fight for thq 
queen, that she is a true lady unto her lord; bat the 
king in his heat l dread me will not take me as 1 ought 
to be taken.” 


CHAP. CXLV1I. 

Of the Counsel and Advice which was taken bp 
Sir Launcetot and his Friends fir to save the 
Queen. 

“ MY lord sir Laancelot,” said s : r Bora, n by 
mine advice ye shall take the woe with the wealth* 
and take it patiently, and thank our Lord God for iL 
And sithence it is fallen as it is, I counsel you to 
keep yourself; for if ye will yourself, there is no 
fellowship christened of knights that shall do yon any 
wrong. Also, 1 will counsel you, my lord sir Laance¬ 
lot, that and my lady queen Guenever be in distress, 
insomuch as she is in pain for your sake, that ye 
knightly rescue her. And if ye did otherwise, all the 
world will speak of you shame to the world’s end, 
iasomneh as ye were taken with her. Whether ye 
did right or wrong, it is now your part to hold with 
the queen, that she be not slain and put to a mis. 
chievews death, for and the queen die so, the shame 
shall ho yoar’s.”—“ Oh, good Lord Jesul defend me 
torn shame,” said sir Lawoeioi " aqd keep ueh 
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save my lady the queen from villainy and from 
ahamefiil death, and that she never be destroyed in 
nay default. And therefore, my fair lords, ye that 
be of my kin and my friends / n said sir Laoncelot, 
“ what will ye dof* Then they said all “ we will 
do as ye will do yourself.”—“ I pot this to yon,* 
said sir Launcelot, “ that if my lord, king Arthur, by 
evil counsel, will to-morrow in his heat put my lady 
the queen to the fire, there to be burnt, now 1 pray 
you counsel me what is best to be done." Then they 
said all at once, with one voice, ** Sir, we think that 
the best that ye may do is this: that ye knightly 
rescue the queen, insomuch as she shall be burnt it is 
for your sake : and it is to be supposed that if ye 
might be handled, ye should have the same death, or 
else a more shamfuller death.*—“ And sir, We say 
nil, that many times ye have rescued the qneen from 
■death, for other men*s quarrels, us seemeth it is more 
your worship that ye rescue the queen from this 
peril, so much as she bath it for your sake." Then 
sir Launcelot stood still and said, “ My fair lords, 
'wit ye well that I would be loth to do that thing that 
should dishonour you or my blood. And wit ye welt 
I would be rigjit loth that my lady the qneen should 
die a shameful death: but and it be so that ye'wiH 
counsel me for to rescue her, I myst do much harm 
or I rescue her; and peradventure I shall there de¬ 
stroy some of my best friends, which would repent 
me much. And peradventure there be some, and 
they could well bring it about, or disobey my lord, 
king Arthur, they would full soon come to me, the 
which I were loth to hurt; and if so be that I should 
rescue her, where should I keep her V ’—“ That shall 
be the least care of ns all,** said sir Eors, “ how did 
the noble knight sir Tristram by your good will? Did 
not he keep with him la beale I sonde nigh three 
years in Joyous Gard, the which was done by both 
your advices, and that same place is yoor own. And 
in likewise may ye do as ye list, and take the queen 
lightly away, if it be so that the king will judge hfelr 
to be hurt; and in .Joyous Gard ye may keep her 
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long enough, uatt the heat of the king be pest, and 
then shall ye bring again the queen onto the king with 
great worship; and then, peradventnre, ye shall bane 
thanks for her bringing home again, where other 
shall have maugre."—“ That is hard to do,* said, sir 
Lanncelot; “ for by sir Tristram 1 may have a warm 
lug: for when by means of the treaty sir Tristram 
brought again la beale Tsonde unto king Marke, from 
Joyous Gard, look what fell on the end, how shame- 
fully that false traitor (king Marke) slew that noble 
knight as he sat harping before his lady, la beale 
{sonde, with a sharp grounded glaive thrust hiss ha- 
hind to the heart. It grieveth me,* said air Lwaca 
lot, “ to speak of his death, for all the world may 
not find such a knight.**—“ Ail this is truth," said sir 
Bora, “ but there is one thing shall courage you and 
ns all. Ye know weU that king Arthur and kkg 
Marke were never like of conditions, for there wan 
never yet man that could prove king Arthur untrue 
of his promise." So to make short tale, they were 
all consented that for better or worse, if it were so 
that the queen were on the morrow brought to the 
Are, shortly they all would rescue her. And so by 
the advice of sir Launcelot, they put them all to an 
ambush meet in a little wood as nigh Carlisle as 
they might, and there they abode still for to wit what 
the king would do. 


CHAP. CXLVHI. 

How Sir Word red rode hastily unto the J&ng, 
for to tell him of the Fray and Death of Shr 
Agravaine, his Brother , and of other Things. 

NOW turn we again onto sir Mordred, which 
vWrhen he was escaped from the noble kuight air 
JAanoelot, he anon gat his horse and mounted, upon 
him, and rode straight to kiag Arthur sore wounded, 
m»d beaten, and all bebled. And there he told the 
king ail how it was, and bow they were all slain hot 
kn» ” JestB| mercy I how may this bo f* auid tbs 
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Uat; AM ye Mn turn in the queen's chamber."-** 
" Yea, ao God me help,” said ttr Mordred, M there 
ere found him manned, and there be sievr dr Col* 
jpmvounce, and armed him in bh armour; and aiithift 
be told the king from the beginning to the ending.** 

—Ah! Jems mercy,** said the king, “ he to a mar* 
▼eilom knight of prowess. Alas! me sore repenteth,** 
■aid die king, “ that ever dr Lanneeiot should be 
against me, now I am tare the noble fellowship of the 
round uMe la broken for ever, far with him wiH heM 
many a noble knight t and now it is befallen so,** 
said king Archer, “ that I may not with my worship 
bat that the queen mast sailer death.** So then there 
ms made great ordinance in this beat, that the qaeea 
OHWt be judged to death. And the law was soch to 
those days, that whatsoever they were, of what estate 
or degree, if that they were found gnilty of treason, 
lime should he none Other remedy hot death, and 
either the men or the taking with the dead sboeld be 
the caeser of their hasty judgment. And right so wan 
It ordained for queen Guenever; because dr Mordred 
was escaped sore wounded, and the death of twelve 
Insights of the round table: these proofs and expert 
estoe ea rn ed king Arthur to eemsnaad the queen to 
the dm there to be band. Then spake drOawaine, 
and said, “ My lord, kiag Arthnr, I would coanml 
you, and net to be overhady, bnt that ye would pat 
in respite thas judgment of my lady, the queen, for 
many causes. One is, though it were so that sir 
^Lanneeiot were found in the queen’s chamber, yet it 
might be so that he came thither for none evil. For 
ye know* my lord,** said sir Gawaiae, “ that the 
tfueenianrach beheld en unto sir Laoocelot, more than 
to any other knight alive; for oftentimes he hath 
aaved her life, and done battle for her, when all the 
■court refused foe queen. And, peradventnre, she seat 
for him for goodness, and for none evil to reward 
him, for the good deeds he had done to her in time 
past; and, peradventnre, my lady the queen sent for 
him to that intent, that sir Lanneeiot should come to 
bur good grace privily and secretly, weening to kev 
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that it was best so to do, in eschewing and dreading 
of slander. For oftentimes we do many things that 
we ween it is for the best, and yet peradventnre it 
tnrneth to the worst: for I dare say,” said sir Ga- 
waine, u that my lady, your qneen, is to yon both 
good and true. And as for sir Launcelot,” said sir 
Gawaine, “ he will make it good upon any knight 
living, that will put upon himself any villainy or 
shame; and in likewise he will make good for my 
lady, dame Guenever. That l believe well,** said king 
Arthur, “ but 1 will not that way with'sir Lanncelot, 
for he trusteth so much upon his hands aud his might, 
that he doubteth no man; and therefore, for &e 
qneen, he shall never fight more, for she shall have 
the law. And if that 1 may get sir Lanncelot, wit ye 
well he shall have a shameful death. Jesa defend," 
said sir Gawaine, “ that t may never see it.**— 
« Wherefore say ye so?” said king Arthur unto sir 
Gawaine : “ for truly ye have no great cause to long 
air Launcelot, for this night last past he slew your own 
brother, sir Agravaine, a foil good knight ‘ and also 
he had almost slain your other brother sir Mordred; 
■ami also there he slew twelve good knights; and also 
sir Gawaine, remember you bow he slew two sons of 
your*s, sir Florence and sir Lovel.”—“ My lord,"said 
sir Gawaioe., “ of all this 1 have knowledge, of 
whose death 1 repent me sore: but insomuch as I 
gave them warning, and told my brethren and my 
sons beforehand, what would fall in the end, inso¬ 
much as they would not do by my counsel, I will 
not meddle me thereof, nor revenge me nothing of 
their deaths; for I told them it was no boot to strive 
with s\r Launcelot; howbeit I am sorry of the death 
of my brothor and of my sons, for they were the 
causers of their own death. Far oftentimes I waned 
my brother, sir Agravaine, and told him the perils 
the which be now befallen.” 
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CHAP. CXLIX. 

How Sir Launcelot and his Kinsmen rescued 
the Queen from the Fire , and how he slew 
many Knights. 

THEN raid the noble king Arthur to sir Gawaine, 
u My dear nephew, I pray you that ye will make 
you ready iu your best array, with your brethren sir 
Gakeris and sir Gareth, to bring my queen to the 
fire, there to have her judgment, and receive her 
death.”—“ Nay, my most noble lord,” said sir Ga- 
waine, “ that will I never do in my life; for wit 
you well, that 1 will never be in place where so 
poWe a queen, as is my lady queen Goenever, shall 
take such a shameful ending. For wit you well,” said 
•ir Gawaine, “ that my heart will never serve me to 
Me her die; and it shall never be said, that ever I was 
of your counsel of her death.”—“ Then,” said king 
Arthur unto sir Gawaine, “ suffer yonr brothers, sir 
Gaheris and sir Gareth, to be there.”—“ My lord,” 
said sir Gawaine, “ wit you well that they win be 
loth to be there present, because of many adventures 
which be like to fall there; but they are yoaug, and 
foil unable to say you nay.” 1 hen spake sir Gaheris, 
and.the good knight, sir Gareth, unto king Arthur, 
*f Sir, ye may well command us to be there, but wit 
ye well it shall be sore against our will; but and we 
be there by your straight commandment, ye shall 
plainly bold us there excused: we will be there in 
peaceable wise, and bear no harness of war upon 
ns.”—“ In the name of God,” said the king, M then 
make you ready, for she shall soon have her judg¬ 
ment.”— 1 “ Alas i” said sir Gawaine, “ that ever I 
shoold endure to see this woeful day.” So sir Ga¬ 
waine turned him and wept heartily, and so be went 
into bis chamber. And then the queen wasted forth 
without Carlisle, and there she was despoiled unto 
her smock; and so then her ghostly father was 
brought to her, to be shriven of her misdeeds. Tbe»' 
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there was weeping and wailing, and wringing of 
hands, of many lords and ladies. But there was M 
few, in comparison, that would bear any armour, 
for to strengthen the death of the qoeen. liken was 
there one which sir Laoncelot had sent unto that 
place, for to espy what time the qoeen should go 
unto her judgment; and anon, as be saw that the 
queen was despoiled unto her smock, and also that 
she was shriven, then he gave sir Laoncelot warning 
thereof. Tb«a was there spurring and plucking ap 
of horse*. And right so they cpm* to the fire, and 
who that stood against them there, they were slain) 
there might none withstand m Laoncelot: so ail tea 
hoar arms, and withstood them, there were they state 
many a noble knight. For there was slain sir BeNat 
hMIrgjdons, sir Sagwardea, sir Griflet, m Br andi * — , 
gur Aglonvaile, sir Tor ; spr Gauter, me Gntetesare, 
air Beinokls, three brethren: sir Datnas, sir rri nm ns; 
air Kay, the stranger; air Driaont, or Laaabegua, sis 
Uerminde; sir Pertelopoe, air Ferimones, two bre¬ 
thren, which were called the green knight and the 
red knight. And. as this rushing and hurtling, as dr 
Laqpacflot through here and there, it nmha ppcnnd 
him to slay sir Gaheris, and the noble knight air Ga¬ 
reth, for they were unarmed and unaware. For sir 
Laoncelot emote sir Gareth and sir Gaheris upon the 
brain-pane, where through they were both slain in 
the field. Howbeit, m very truth, sir Laoncelot saw 
them not; and so were they found dead among the 
thickest of the press. Then, when sir Laoncelot had 
that ‘done, and had put them to flight all they would 
withstand him, then he rode straight onto quean 
Guenever, and made a kiriell and a gown to be-ea* 
upon her, and then he made hear to be set behind 
him, and prayed her to be of good cheer. WK yea 
wen that the queen was glad that she was escaped 
from death: and than she thanked God and dr 
Lauocelot. And so be rode his way. with the q u ern 
unto Joyous Gard, and there he kept her as a noble 
knight should do. And many great lords and kings 
tel sir Launcatot many, good knights-; and swap 
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mbit fcsd g h t w dmw mtr Sr Laaneetet. When tUb 
mas known openly, that Mag Arthar and Sr Lmmm* 
WM at debate, meay knights were glad of their 
debate, and many knights were aoiry of their debate. 


CHAP. CL. 

OJ the Sorrow and Lamentation of King Arthur 
fur the Death qf his tuo Nephews , and other 
good Knights , and also for the Queen his JVife. 

BOW taro we again to king Arthur, that, when 
ii was told hint how and in what manner of wise 
the-queen was taken away front the Are, and when he 
heard of the death of his noble knights, and in spe* 
cial of sir Gaherb and sir Gareth’s death, then thQ 
king swooned for pore sorrow: and, when he was 
mnrived,be said, “ Alas! that ever I bare any crown 
Upon my head, for I have now lost the fairest follow. 
dSp of noble knights that ever held Christian king 
together. Alas! my good knights be slain away from 
tee: now* within these two days, have I lost forty 
knights, and also the noble fellowship of Sr Lannco. 
kt and his Mood, for now I msy never more hold 
them together with my worship. Atm I that ever 
thiawar began. Bow, fair fellows,” said the king, 
“ I charge yon that no man tell sir Gawaine of the 
death of hit two brethren; for I am sure,” said the 
long, “ when sir Gawaine heareth that sir Gareth his 
brother is dead, he will nigh go oat of his mind. Oh, 
mersifol JesaP’ said the king, “ why slew he sir 
Ganeth and Sr Gaharis. For I dare say, as for nr 
Gareth, he loved sir Lae ocelot above all earthly 
teen.’*-.**That is troth/’ said some knights; « bat 
they were Sain in the bartling, as Sr Laancetot 
timing in the thick of the press; and, as they were 
tenanted hs smote them, and wist not whom he 
mote* and so nnhappiiy they were Sain.’*—“ The 
death of them/' said king Arthur, “ will caase the 
greatest mortal war that ever was. I am sore, wist 
sir Gawaine that dr Gareth were slain, X sboald 
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■ever hkVe rest of him,-till that 1 bed destroyed air 
Laoncelot’s Ida sad himself both, or else he to do 
atroy nte, and therefore wit you well that his heart 
was never so heavy as it is now; and modi mono* 
greater sorrow for my good knight's loss, than for 
the loss of my queen; for queens might have 
enough, but such a fellowship of good knights shall 
never be together in no company. And now I dare 
say," said the king, “ that there was never Christian 
king that held such a fellowship together. Alas! 
that ever sir Lanncelot and I shod Id be ^t debate. 
Ah! Agravaine! Agravaine!" said the king, ** Jem 
forgive it thy soul, for thine evil will that thon and 
thy brother sir Mordred bad onto sir Lanncelot, hath 
eaosed all this sorrow." And ever, among these can* 
plaints, king Arthur wept and swooned, 
r Then there came one nnto sir Gawaine, and told 
him the queen was led away with sir Lanncelot, and 
nigh twenty-four knights slain. ** Oh, Jesn! defend 
my brethren," said sir Gawaine, “ for full well wist 
I that sir Lanncelot would rescue her, or else be 
would die in the field: and so, for to say the troth, 
he had not been a man of worship, if be bad not 
rescued the queen that day, insomuch as the should 
have been burnt for his sake. And as in that," said 
sir Gawaine, ** he hath done but knightly, and as I 
would have done myself, and I bad stood in like 
ease. Bat where are my brethren f* said sir Ga¬ 
waine, ** I marvel that I hear not of them.*—* 
** Truly," said the man, “ your two brethren, sir 
Gareth and sir Gaheris, be slain."—** Jem defend 1" 
said sir Gawaine, “ for all the good in the world, I 
would not that they were slain, and in especial sir 
Gareth."—** s ir," said the man, ** he is slain, and 
that is great pity."—** Who slew him F* said dr Gs> 
waine. ** Sir," said the man, “ sir Lanncelot skw 
them both.’*—“ That may I not believe," said sir 
Gawaine, “ that he slew my brother sir Gareth; 
for I dare say my brother sir Gareth loved him 
better than me,Jand all his brethren, and the hk^ 
bosh. Ahfp i dare say, and if dr Lmnookrt had do- 
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sired ray brother, fir Gaherif, to have been with him, 
he would have been with him against the king, and 
na all, and therefore 1 may never believe that sir 
launcelot slew my brother.**—■“ Sir,” said the man, 
u it is noised that he slew him.** 


CHAP. CLI. 

How King Arthur, at the request qf Sir Go- 
tt aine , concluded to make War against Sir 
Launcelot , and laid siege to his Castle , called 
Joyous Gard» 

“ ALAS !’* said sir Gawaine, “ now is all ray joy 
gone,** and then he fell down in a swoon, and long 
be lay there, as he had been dead; and then, whin he 
-arose out of his swoon, he cried oat so'ruefully, and 
said, “ AlasK* And right so sir Gawaine ran unto 
the king, crying and weeping, “ Oh, king Arthur, 
mine uncle, ray good brother sir Gaheris m slain, att<% 
ray brother sir Gareth also, the which were two nobid 
knights. Then the king wept and he both, and they 
fell down in a swoon. And when they were revived 
again, sir Gawaine spake and said, “Sir, I will go 

- see my brother sir Gareth."—“ Ye may not see him," 

- said the king, “ for I caused him to be buried, and 
sir Gaheris, both. For I well understood that he 
would-make overmuch sorrow; and the sight of air 

- Gareth should have caused yon' double sorrow.**— 
“ Alas! mine own lord,’* said sir Gawaine, “ who 
slew my brother sir Gareth t mine own‘good lord, I 
pray you that yon will tell me.**—•“ Truly,” sqjd the 
king, “ I shall tell you as it is told me: sir Launee» 
lot slew him and sir Gaheris both."—“ Alas P said 
sir Gawaine, “ neither of them bear none arms 
against him."—“ I wot not how it was," said the 
king, “ bat, as it is said, sir Launcelot slew them 
both in the thickest of the press, and knew them not, 
-and therefore let ns make a remedy for to revenge 
their deaths.” 

My most graoious lord, and my unde," said sir 
VOL. II. U 
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Gawiflne, w wit you well that now I shall make yon 
a promise v the which I shall hold by my knighthood, 
that from this day I shall never fail sir Launcelot, 
until the one of as has slain the other, and therefore 
I require yoo, my lord and my king, dress yon onto 
the war: for, wit yon well, I shall be revenged npon 
sir Laoncelot. And, therefore, as he will have my 
service and my love, now haste yon thereto, and 
assay your friends; for I promise unto God,” said ar 
Gawaine, “ that for the death of my brother sir Ga¬ 
reth, I shall seek sir Laoncelot throughout seven 
king's realms, but I shall stay him, or else he shall 
slay me.”—“ Ye shall not need to seek him so far,” 
said the king; for, as I heard say, sir Launcelot will 
abide me and yon in Joyous Gard, and much people 
drarweth onto him, as 1 hear say .”— u That may I fall 
well believe,” said sir Gawaine; but, my lord, assay 
your friends, and I will assay raine.”-^-“ It shall be 
.done,” said the king; “ and, as I suppose, I shall be 
•big enough to draw him oat of the highest tower of 
his castle.” So then king Arthur sent letters and 
writs throughout all England, both in the length and 
In the breadth, for to assemble all his knights. And 
■m onto king Arthur drew many knights, dukes, and 
earls, so that he had a great host. And, wlen they 
were assembled, die king informed them all how sir 
Laoncelot had bereft him of his queen. Then the 
king and all his host made them ready to lay riege 
about sir Launcelot, where as be lay within Joyous 
Gard. Thereof heard sir Launcelot,- and panned 
him of many a good knight; for with him held many 
knights, some for his own sake, and some for the 
queen's sake. Thhs they were on both parties well 
tarnished and garnished of all manner at things that 
belonged to the war. But king Arthur's host was so 
big, that sir Launcelot would not abide him in the 
field: for he was foil loth to do battle against the 
king. But sir Launcelot drew him to Ids strong cas¬ 
tle, with all manner of victuals, and as many noble¬ 
men as might suffice, both within the town and the 
cart!*. Then came king Arthur -and sir Gawahm, 
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with * huge holt, and laid a siege about Joyous 
Gard, both at the town and at the castle; and them 
they made foil strong war on both parties. But in 
nowise sir Laoncelot would not ride out nor go out 
of the castle of a long time, neither would he suffer 
none of his good knights to issue out, neither none of 
the town, nor of the castle, until fifteen weeks were 
pnst. 


CHAP. CLII. 

Of the Communication between King Arthur and 
Sir Launcelot, and how King Arthur reproved 
him . 

SO it befel on a day in harvest that sir Laanaelot 
looked over the walls, and spake on high to king Ar¬ 
thur and sir Gawaine: “ My lords, both wit ye well it 
is in vain that ye labour at this siege, for here win ye 
no worship, but dishonour and mangre; for, and it list 
me come out myself and ray good knights, I should 
full soon make an end of this war. Come forth, 1 * 
said king Arthur unto sir Launcelot, and thou daresfe, 
and I promise thee 1 shall meet thee in the midst 
of the field.”—“ God defend me,” said sir Launcelot, 
“ that ever I should encounter with the most noble 
king that made me a knight.”—“ Fie upon thy fair 
language,” said the king; “ for wit thou well,; and 
trust it, that I am thy mortal life, and ever will be 
to my dying day; for thon hast slain my good 
knights and the noble men of my blood, which I shall 
never recover again; also thon hast lain by my 
queen, and hidden her many winters, and sith like a 
Unitor, taken her from me by force.”—“ My most 
noble king,” said sir Launcelot, “ ye may say what 
ye will; for wit you well that with yourself I will 
not strive: but whereas ye say that I have slain your 
good knights, I wot well that I have done so, and 
that me sore repenteth, but I was enforced to do 
battle with them in saving of my life, or else 1 must 
have suffered damn to have slain me; and as for my 
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lady, qaeea Gnenever, (except yonr person of your 
’highness, and my lord, sir Gawaine,) there is no 
knight under heaven that dare make it good npod 
me, that ever I was a traitor unto your person; and 
where it pleaseth you to say that I have hoi den my 
lady, your queen, years and winters, unto that I shall 
make answer, and prove it upon any knight that 
beareth life, (except your person, and sir GawaineJ 
that my lady, queen Guenever, is a true lady onto 
your person, and that will I make good with my 
hands; howbeit it hath liked her good grace to.have 
.me in charity, and to cherish me more than any other 
knight; and unto my power I have desecved her 
love again: for oftentimes, my lord, ye have con¬ 
sented that she should be burnt and destroyed in your 
heat, and then it fortuned me to do battle for her, 
and, on-that I departed from her adversaries, they 
confessed their untruths, and she full worshipfMly ex¬ 
cused. And at such times, my lord Arthur,’* said dr 
Launcelot, “ ye loved me, and thanked me who I 
saved your queen from the fire, and then ye promised 
'me for ever to be my- gracious lord, and now me 
thinketh ye reward me full evil for roy good service. 
And, my good lord, me seemeth that I bad lost a past 
of my worship in my knighthood, if I had suffered 
my lady, your queen, to have been burnt, insomuch 
as she should have been burnt for my sake: for sitb* 
ehce I have done battles for your queen In other 
quarrels than in mine own, me seemtth now I had 
more right to do battle for her in a right quarrel; 
and, therefore, my good and gracious lord/* said jar 
Launcelot, •** take your queen unto your good gnee, 
for she is both fair, true* and good. 1 *—“ fie on thae, 
false recreint knight,* said sir Gawaine, “ I let the* 
to wit that my lord, mine uncle, king Arthur,'ahatt 
have his queen, and thee maogre thy visage, and alay 
yon both, where it shall please him;**—“It may 
well be/* said sir Launcelot; ** but wit ye well, my 
lord, sir Gawaine, ahd me list to come out of this 
castle ye should win me and the queen more harder 
than ever ye won a strong battle.**—** fie upon thy 
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proud words, said sir Gawaine: as for my lady, the 
queen, I will uever say of her shame. Ah! thou 
false, recreant knight,” said sir Gawaine, “ what cause 
hadst thou to slay my good brother, sir Garetb, that 
loved thee more than all thy kin. Alas! thou’ 
madest him knight with thine hands; why slewest 
thou him that loved thee so well.”—“ For t©excuse me,” 
■aid thr. Lanncelot, “ it helpeth me not; but by Jesu,” 
said sir Lanncelot, “ and by the faith that I owe 
unto the high order of knighthood, 1 should, with as 
good a will, have slain my nephew, sir Bors de Ganis, 
at that time. But, alas I that ever I was so unhappy,” 
said sir Lanncelot, “ that I had seen sir Gareth and 
sir Gaheris.”—“ Thou liest, false. recreant knight,” 
said sir Gawaine, “ thou slewest him in despite of 
me; and, therefore, wit thou well that I shall make 
war unto thee, til the while that I may live.”—“ That 
me sore repenteth,” said sir Lanncelot, “ for well I un* 
derstand that it helpeth me pot to seek, for none ac- 
continent whiles that ye, sir Gawaine, are so mis¬ 
chievously set; and if ye were not, I would not 
doubt to have the good grace of my lord, king 
Arthur.”—“I believe it well, false, recreant knight,” 
said sir Gawaine, “ for thou hast many long days 
Overlaid me, and us all, and hast destroyed many of 
our good knights.”—“ Ye say as it pleased yon,” said 
sir Lanncelot, “ and yet may it never be said on 
me, and openly proved, that ever I before cast off 
reason, slew no good knight, fa ye my lord, sir Ga- 
vrtdne, have done; and so did I never, but in my 
own defence, and that I was driven thereto in saving 
of my life.”—■“ Ah! false knight,” said sir Gawaine, 
“ that thou meanest by sir Lamorackc; bat wit thou 
well that I slew him .”— u Ye slew him not yourself,” 
said sir Lanncelot, “ for it bad been overmuch for you 
to, have slain him, for he was one of the best knights 
christened of his age, and it was great pity of his 
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CHAP. CLIII, 

Bow the Cousins and Kinsmen of Sir LauncfM 
exhorted him for to go out to do Battle , &M4k 
how they made them ready . 

THEN *ald sir Gawaine unto sir Lanncelot, "Shh 
thou upbraidest me of sir Lanioracke, wit thon well I 
•halt never leave thee till I have thee at loch advan¬ 
tage, that thou shalt not escape my hand*.”—** 1 trust" 
you well enough,” said sir Launcdot, “ that if ye 
may get me, I shall have hut little mercy.** But king 
Arthur would have taken his queen again, and would 
have been accorded with sir Lanncelot, but sir Ga¬ 
waine would not suffer him by no manner of means. 
And then dr Gawaine made many men to Wow open 
air Lanncelot, and all at once they called him “ False, 
recreant knight.** Then when sir Bors de Gauls, sir 
Ector de Maris, and sir Lionel, heard this outcry, 
they called unto them sir Palomktei, and sir Safte, 
h(s brother, and sir Lavaine, with many other more 
Of their Wood; and all they went unto sir Lanncelot, 
and to him they said thus: “ My lord, Sir Lanncelot, 
wit ye well that we have great soorn of the great re¬ 
bukes that we beard sir Gawaine say unto you, where¬ 
fore we beseech you, and charge you as ye will have 
oar service, keep us no longer within £tbese walls; 
wit you well we will ride into die field, and do buttle 
with them; for ye fare as a man that was afraid: 
and for all your fair speech, it will not avail you; for 
wit ye well dr Gawaine will not suffer you to be ae- 
corded with king Arthur: and, therefore, fight for 
your life, and your right, and ye dare.**-—** AlasP 
said sir Launcelot, “ for to ride ont of this castle, and 
do battle, 1 am foil loth to do it.** Then dr Lan¬ 
celot spake on high auto king Arthur and sir Gawaine: 
** My lords, I require yon and beseech you, dth 1 am 
thus required and conjured to ride into the field, that 
neither yon, nor my lord, king Arthur, nor you, air 
Guwainq, come not into the field.**— a Whut shill wo 
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do then," said sir Gawaine, “ is not this the king’s 
quarrels with thee to fight, and it is my quarrel to fight 
with thee, sir Launcelot: because of the death of my 
brother, sir Gareth.”—“ Then most I needs unto bat¬ 
tle,*'' said sir Launcelot: “ now wit ye well, my lord, 
king Arthur and sir Gawaine ye. will repent it, when¬ 
soever I do battle with yon.” And so then they de¬ 
parted either from other; and then on the morrow 
either party made them ready for to do battle, and 
great purveyance was made on both sides; and sir 
Gawaine let purvey many knights for to wait upon 
sir Launcelot, for to overset him, and to slay him. 
And on the morrow, at undern, king Arthur was 
ready in the field with three great hosts; and then 
sir Launeelot’s fellowship came out at three gates, in. 
fUll good array: and dr Lionel came in the foremost 
battle, and sir Launcelot came in the middle battle, 
and sir Bore came out at the third gate. Thus they 
came in order and rule as valiant knights; and always 
sir Launcelot charged all his knights in any wise to 
save king Arthur and sir Gawaine. 


CHAP. CLIV. 

j How Sir Gawaine jousted and smote down Sir 
Lionel , and how Sir Launcelot horsed King 
Arthur . 

THEN came forth sir Gawaine from the knight’s 
host, and he came before and proffered to joust, and 
sir lionet was a fiery knight, and lightly he encoun* 
tered with sir Gawaine, and there sir Gawaine smote 
sir Lionel throughout the body, that he dashed unto 
the earth as he had been dead : and then sir Ector de 
Maris, and many others, bear him into the castle. 
Then began a great stir, and much people was there 
slain. And ever sir Launcelot did what be might to 
save die people on king Arthur’s part; for sir Palo- 
ntides, and sir Eon, and sir Safre, overthrew many 
knights, for there were deadly knights; and sir Blamor 
# Ganis, and dr Bkoberisde Ganis, with sir JBeJIam 
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gere te Breuse, these six knights did much-'damage 
and hurt. And ever lung Arthur was nigh about air 
Launcelot for to have slain him; and sir Lanncelot 
suffered him, and would not strike again. So sir Bon 
encountered with king Arthur, and there with a 
spear sir Bors smote him down to the ground; and 
and so he alighted and drew his sword, and said onto 
air lanncelot, “ Shall 1 make an end of this war.” 
And that he meant for to have slain king Arthur. 
“ Not so hardy,” said sk Launcelot, u upon pain of 
thy head that thou touch him no more; for I will see 
that most.noble king that made me a knight, neither, 
slain nor ’shamed.” And therewithal sir Launcelot 
alighted from his horse, and took up the king, and 
horsed him again, and said unto him thus: “ My lord, 
Arthur, for God’s love stint this strife, for ye may get 
here no worship, and I would do mine uttermost, 
but ever I forbear you; and ye nor none of yours 
forbeareth me. My lord, remember what I have done 
in many places, and now I am evil rewarded. When 
king Arthur was again on horseback, he looked upon 
sir Launcelot, and then the tears burst out of his eyes, 
thinkin g on the great courtesy that was in air Lann¬ 
celot, more than in any other man: and therewith the 
king rode forth his way, and might no longer behold 
him, and said to himself, “ Alas! that ever this war 
began.” And then either parties of the battles with¬ 
drew them for to rest them, and buried the dead 
bodies, and to the wounded man they laid soft salves. 
Andthns.they endured that night till on the morrow; 
and, on the morrow, by undern, they made them 
ready to do battle: and then sir Bors led them for¬ 
ward. So on the morrow came sir Gawaine, as grim . 
as any bear, with a spear in his band. And when air 
Bors saw him, he thought to revenge his brother, iir 
Lionel, of the despite that sir Gawaine had done him 
the other day: and so they that knew either other 
feutred their spears, and, with all the might of their 
horses and themselves, they met together so furiously, 
that either bear other through, and so they fell both to 
the ground ; and then the battles joined together, and 
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there was great slaughter on beth sides. Then sir 
Laancelot rescued sir Bora, and sent him into the 
castle. But neither air Gawsiue nor sir Bora died 
not of their wounds, for they were both holpen. Then 
air La value and sir Urre prayed sir Launcclot to do 
his pain, and fight as they done, “ for we see that ye 
forbear and spare, and that doth much harm; there¬ 
fore, we pray you, spare not your enemies, no more 
than they do yon.”—“ Alas l” said sir Lanucelot, 
“ I have no heart to fight against my lord, king An* 
thur, for always me seemeth 1 do not as 1 ought te 
jdo.”—“ My lord,” said sir Paloraides, “ though ye 
spare them all this day, they will never give yon 
thanks; and if they may get you at any vantage, ye 
are but dead.” So then sir Laancelot understood well 
that they told him truth, and then he strained himself 
more than he did aforehand, and because that his 
nephew, sir Bon, was sore wounded. And then, 
within a little while, by even-song time, sir Launce- 
lot and his party better stood; for their horses went 
in blood above their foot-locks, there was so much 
people slain on both parties: and then, for pity, ak* 
Laancelot withdrew his knights, and so did king Ar¬ 
thur's part; and then sir Laancelot and his party 
.entered into their castle, and either party buried the 
dead bodies, and put salve to the wounded men. 

. So when sir Gawaine was hurt, they, on king Ar¬ 
thur’s party, not half so orgulous and proud, as they 
were before to do battle. Of this war was noised 
through all Christendom; and, at the last, it was 
noised before the people; and he considering the 
great goodness of .king Arthur and sir Laancelot, 
which was called the most noble knight of tbe world, 
wherefore the Pope called unto him a noble clerk, 
that at that time was there present, which was the 
bishop of Rochester. And tbe Pope gave him bulls, 
under lead, unto king Arthur of England, charging 
him, upon pain of interdicting of. all England, that 
he take hip queen, dame Guenever, to him again, and 
accord with sir Laancelot. 

V* 
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CHP. CLV. 

How the Pope sent down his Bulls for to make 
, Peace , and how Sir Launcelot brought the 
Queen unto King Arthur . 

SO when this bishop was come to Carlisle he 
shewed the king these bulls; and when the king un¬ 
derstood the bulls, he wist not what to do: gladly 
he would accord with sir Launcelot, but sir Gawaine 
Would not suffer him; but as for to have the queen 
again, thereto he agreed, bat in no wise sir Gawaine 
would not suffer the king to accord with sir Latin- 
celot; but as for the queen she consented.' And then 
the bishop had of his king his great seal, and his as¬ 
surance as he was a true anointed king, that sir Laun- 
.celot should come and go safe, and that the queen 
should not be reproved of the king,'nor of none 
other, for nothing done before time past: and of all 
these appointments the bishop brought with him as- 
surance and writing to shew sir Launcelot. So when 
the bishopcame to Joyous Gard, there he shewed sir 
launcelot how the Pope had written onto king Arthur, 
and unto him; and there he told him of the perils, if 
he withheld the queen from the king. “ it was never 
my thought,” said sir Launcelot, “for to withhold 
the queen from my lord, king Arthur; but inso¬ 
much as she would have been dead for my sake, me 
seemeth it was my part to save her life, and put her 
from that danger till better recover might come ; and 
.now I thank God that the Pope hath made her peace: 
for God knoWeth,” said sir Launcelot, “I would be 
a thousand fold more gladder to bring her again, than 
I was of her taking away; 'with this that I may be 
sure for me and mine to come safe, and go safe, and 
that the queen shall have her liberties as she had 
before, and never for nothing that hath been sari 
raised before this time, that she never frinp this day 
stand in no peril: for else,” said sir Launcelot, “ I 
dare adventure me for to keep her from a harder 
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shower than ever I kept her .”—“ That shall not need,* 
said the bishop, “ for to dread yon so much; for wit. 
yon well the Pope mast be obeyed : and if it were 
not the Pope’s worfhip, and my poor honesty, ye 
were distressed, neither the queen, neither in peril, 
nor ’shamed.” And then he shewed sir Laancelot all 
his writings, both from the Pope and from king Ar-. 
thnr. “ This is sore enough,” said sir Launcelot; 
for full well I dare trust my lord’s own writing, and 
his seal; for he was never yet ’shamed of his promise;: 
therefore,” said sir Launcelot unto the bishop, “ ye 
shall ride unto the king before me, and recommend, 
me unto his good grace, and let him have knowledge 
that this same day eight days, by the grace of God, I 
myself shall bring my lady, queen Guenever, onto 
him. And ye may say onto my most redoubted lord, 
king Arthur, that I will say largely for my lady, the 
queen, that I shall except none for dread, nor fear, 
but the kihg himself, and my lord, sir Gawaine, and 
that is more for king Arthur’s love, than for him¬ 
self.” So the bishop departed, and came to the king 
at Carlisle, and told him all how sir Launcelot had 
answered him; and then the tears burst out of king 
Arthur's eyes. Then sir Launcelot purveyed him 
hundred knights, and they were all clothed in green, 
velvet, and their horses trapped to the heels; and, 
every knight held a branch of olive in his band, in. 
token of peace; and the queen had with her twenty 
gentlewomen following her in the same wise, and 
air Launcelot had twelve coursers following him: and 
upon every courser sat a young gentleman, and they 
all were arrayed in green velvet, with scarfs of gold 
about their quarters, and their horses trapped in the 
same wise down to the heels, with many ouches, and 
set with stoues and pearls in gold, to the number 
of a thousand; and queen Guenever and sir Launce¬ 
lot were clothed in white cloth of gold tissue. And 
right so as ye have heard, he rode with the queen 
from Joyous Gard unto Carlisle; and so sir Laun 
eetot rode throughout Carlisle, ami so into the castle, 
that every nian might behold;, and wit yon well 
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there was many a weeping eye: and then dr Laaus» 
ofetot lighted and avoided his hone, and look the! 
queen, and led her whereas king Arthur sat in his 
seat, and shrGawaine sat before Iflm, and many other. 
great lords. So, when sir Lanncelot saw the king- 
and sir Gawaine, then be led the queen by the ins, 
and then be kneeled dbWn and the queen both. Wit 
yaon well then there was many a bold knigbt 
with king Arthur that wept as tenderly as thongh they 
had seen all their kin before than. So king Arthur- 
sat still, and said not a Word; and, when sir Lean, 
celot saw his countenance, he arose and took up the 
queen with him: arid thus spake be unto the most 
noble king Arthur full knightly, and like » man of 
great honour. 


CHAP. CLVI. 

6f the Deliverance of the Queen to the King bp 
Sir Launcelot , and what Language Sir Go- 
; it nine ga ve Sir Launcelot . 

. '* MY most redoubted Lord; ye shall undented 
that, by the Pope** c omm an dm ent and year's, 1 have 
brought unto you my lady, the queen, as right re¬ 
quired! ; and if there be any knight, of whatsoever 
degree he be, {except your person) that will say, or 
dare to say, but that she is true and clean unto yon, 
i here myself, sir Launcelot, will make it good upoas 
bis body, that she is a true lady unto you. But Bar s 
ye have listened unto, and that hath caused great ham 
between you and me; for the time hath been, my 
lord, king Arthur, that ye have been greatly pleased 
with me, when I did battle for my lady, your qossnt 
Und flail well ye know, my most noble lord and kkg, 
that she has been put unto great wrong or this tee. 
And sith it pleased you, at many times, that I dimihl 
dght for her, me seemeth, my good lerd, I h«ve 
rtOre cause to rescue her from foe fire, inaomnch a» 
she should have been burnt for my sake: for they 
foat told you those tales were liars, and so it foil upon 
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ftem. For by likelihood, had not the might of God 
been with me, I might never have endured again* 
fourteen knights, and they armed and before pur¬ 
posed, and I unarmed and not purposed. For I was 
sent for onto my lady, your queen, I wot not for 
what came; but I was not so soon within the diam¬ 
ber door, hot anon sir Agravkine and sir Mordred 
called me false traitor, and recreant knight .”—" They 
culled thee right,” said sir Gawaine. “ My lord, dr 
Gawaine,” said sir Lanncelot, “ in their quarrel they 
proved themselves not in the right.”—“ Well, well, 
air Lanncelot,” said king Arthur, “ I Jjave given thee 
no cause to do to me as then hast done; for I have 
worshipped thee and tldne more than all my knights.” 
—“ My good lord and king,” said’ sir Lanncelot, “ so 
ye be not displeased, ye shall understand that I and 
mine have often done better service than any other 
knights in divers places; and, where ye have been 
foil hard bestead, divers times I have myself rescued 
you from many dangers ; and even nnto my power I 
was glad for to please yon and my lord, sir Gawaine, 
both in jousts and in tournaments, and in battles set 
both on horseback and on foot, I have often rescued 
you and my lord, sir Gawaine, and more of your 
knights, in divers places. For now I will make my 
avaunt,” said sir Launceiot, “ I will that ye.all wit 
that yet I found never any manner of knight, but 
that I was over hard for him; and I had done mine 
uttermost, thanked be God* Howbdt, 1 have been 
matched with good knights, as sir Tristram and sir 
Lasnoracke ; bnt ever I had a favour to them, and a 
deeming what they were. And I take God to re¬ 
cord,” said sir Launceiot, “ I was never wrath nor 
greatly heavy with any knight, and I saw him busy 
about to win worship; and full glad I was ever when 
I found any knight that might endure me on horse¬ 
back and on foot. Howbeit, sir Carados, of the Do* 
lorous Tower, was a fall noble knight, and a passing 
Strong man, and that ye know, my lord sir Gawaine:* for 
be might full well be called a noble knight, when he 
by fine force palled you out of your saddle, and 
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bound overthwart his horse before him to his saddle * 
bow. And there, ray lord sir Gawaine, I rescued you, 
and slew him before your face: and I found his bro-: 
ther, sir Torqnine, in likewise leading sir Gaheris, 
your brother, bound before him; and there I rescued: 
your brother, and slew that sir Torqnine, and deli¬ 
vered forty-four of my lord Arthur's knights out of- 
prison. And now, I dare say,” said sir Launcelot, • 
«I met never with so strong knights, nor so well 
fighting, as was sir Carados and sir Torquine; for I 
fought with them to the uttermost. And, therefore,** 
said sir Launcglot uuto sir Gawaine, ** me seemeth 
that ye ought of right for to remember this; for, and. 
I might have your good will, I would trust to God to 
have my lord king Arthur’s good grace.** 


CHAP. CLVII. 

Qf tine Communication between Sir Gawaine and 

Sir Launcelot, with much other Language . 

“ THE king may do as he will,** said sir Gawaine; 
“ but wit thou well, fir Launcelot, thou and I shall 
never be accorded while we live: for thou hast slain 
three of my brethren, and twain of them thou sleweat 
traitorously and piteously; for they bore no harness 
against thee, nor none would bear.”-—” God would 
they had been armed,” said sir Launcelot; “ for then 
had they been alive. And wit ye well, sir Gawaine, 
u for sir Gareth, 1 love none of ray kinsmen so much 
as I do him; and ever while I live,” said sir Launce¬ 
lot, “ I will bewail sir G&rejh’s death. Not all only 
for the great fear that I have of yon, bot many caoaea 
causeth me to be sorrowful: one is, for 1 made him 
knight; another is, 1 wot well he loved me above all 
earthly knights; and the third is, he was pasring 
noble, true, virtuous, and gentle, and well-condition¬ 
ed ; the fourth is, I wist well anon, as I heard that 
air Gaheris was dead, that I should never after have 
yunr love, but everlasting war between us. And aim 
Ivrist well that ye would cause my lord, king Arthnr, 
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for ever to be day mortal foe: .and, as Jean be my 
help/' said sir Lanncelot, u I slew never sir Gareth 
nor sir Gahcris by my will. Bat alas that they were 
unarmed that unhappy day 1 Bat thas much I offer 
you/* said sir Lanncelot, “ if it may please the king's 
good grace, and you, my lord sir Gawaine: and first 
I shall begin at Sandwich, and there shall I go in my 
shirt and barefoot ; and, at every ten miles' end, I 
will found and cause to make a house of religion, of 
what order ye will assign me, with a holy convent 
to sing and to read day and night in especial, for sir 
Gareth and sir GahetV sake; and (his shall 1 perform 
from Sandwich unto Carlisle, and every house shall 
have sufficient livelihood; and this shall I perform 
while I have any livelihood in Christendom: and 
there is none of all these religious places but they 
shall be performed, furnished, and garnished, in all 
things as a holy place ought to be, I promise yon 
faithfully. And this, sir Gawaine, me thinketh were 
more fair and better unto their souls, than that my 
most noble lord Arthur and you should war on me; 
for thereby shall ye get none avail." Then all the 
knights and ladies that were there wept as they had 
been mad; aud the tears fell upon king Arthwr's 
cheeks. " Sir Launcelot," said sir Gawaine, " I have 
well heard thy speech and thy great proffers; bnt 
wit thou well (let the king do as it shall please him) 

I will never forgive thee my brethren's death, and in 
especial the death of my brother, sir Gareth : and, if 
mine'uncle, king Arthur, will accord with thee, he 
shall lose my service; for wit thou well, that thdn 
art ‘both false to the king and to me."—“Sir," said sir 
Launcelot, “ he beareth not the Ufe that may make 
that good; and if that ye, sir Gawaine, will charge 
me with so high a thing, ye must pardon me; for 
then needs must I answer you.”—“ Nay," said sir 
Gawaine, “ we are past that as at this time, and that 
caused the Pope; for he hath charged mine uncle, 
the king, that he shall take the queen again, and for 
to accord with thee, sir Launcelot, as for this season; 
and, therefore, thou shall go safe, sir Lanncelot, as 
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thou earnest: bat In this land tboa shalt not abide 
put fifteen days—each warning I give thee. So the 
king and we were consented Ind accorded or then 
earnest hither; and else,” said air Gawaine, “ wit 
thou well that thou sho oldest not have come hither, 
but if it were mangre thy bead: and, if that it were 
not for the Pope's commandment, I should do battle 
with my body against thy body, and prove it onto 
thee that thon hast beat false onto mine ancle, king 
Arthur, and to me both ; and that shall 1 prove upon 
thy body, when tboa art departed from hence, where¬ 
soever I find thee.” 


CHAP. CLVni. 

Hot* Sir Launcelot departed from King Arthur 
and from Joyous Gard for to go over the Sea, 
and what Knights went with him. 

THEN sir Laancelot sighed, and therewith the 
tears fell on his cheeks, and then he said these words: 
—“ Alas 1 most noble Christian realm, whom I have 
loved above all other realms, and in thee have I got¬ 
ten a great part of my worship, and now I shall de¬ 
part in this wise. Truly me repenteth that ever I 
came Into this realm, that I should be thus shamefully 
banished undeserved and causeless. But fortune is so 
variable, and the wheel so mutable, that there is no 
constant abiding; and that may be proved by many 
old chronicles of noble Hector, and Troylns, and Ali- 
saunder, the mighty conqueror, and many other 
more, when they were most in their J royalty they 
alighted lowest: and so it fareth by me,” said sir 
Lanncelot; “for in this realm 1 have had worship, 
and by me and mine all the whole round table hath 
been increased more in worship by roe and my blood 
than by any other. And, therefore, wit thou well, 
air Gawaine, I may live as well upon my lands u 
any knight that is here: and if ye, my most renown¬ 
ed king, will come upon my lands with your nephew, 
air Gawaine, for to war upon me, I must endure yen 
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as well as I may. But as for you, sir Gawafoe, if • 
that ye come there, J beseech you and require you 1 
charge me not with treason nor felony ; for, and ye 
do, I must answer you.'*—“ Do thou thy best," said. 
sir Gawaine; “ therefore, hie thee fast that thou were 
gone: and wit thou well we shall soon come after, 
and break the strongest castle that thou hast upon ■ 
thy head."—‘‘That shall not need," said sir Lnunce*. 
lot, “ for, and I were as orgillous proudly and set as, 
ye are, wit ye well I should meet with you in the 
midst of the field,”— M Make ye no more ado,?' said 
sir Gawaine, “ .but deliver the queen from thee, and 
get thee lightly out of this court.”—“ Well,” said 
sir Launcelot, “ and I had wist of this short answer, 

I would have advised me twice, or I had come hither;. 
for, and the queen had been so dear to me as ye 
noise her, I durst have kept her from the fellowship 
of the best knights under heaven.” And then sir, 
Launcelot said unto queen Guenevef, in hearing of 
the king and all the knights, “ Madam, now I must 
depart from you and this noble fellowship for ever; 
and sithence it is so, I beseech you pray for me, and 
send me w'ord if ye be noised with any false tongues ; 
lightly, my lady, let me have knowledge; and, if any 
knight's hands may deliver you by battle, I shall de¬ 
liver you.” And so therewith sir Launcelot kissed 
the queen; and then he said openly, that all they 
that were there might hear him, “ Now let me see 
what he be in this, that dare say the queeu is not true 
unto my lord, king Arthur ; let see who will speak, 
and he dare speak.” And therewith he brought the 
queen unto the king, and then sir Launcelot took his 
leave and departed; and there was neither king, 
duke, nor earl, baron nor knight, lady nor gentle¬ 
woman, but that they all wept as people out of their 
wits, except sir Gawaine. And so, when the noble 
knight, sir Launcelot, took his horse for to ride out 
of Carlisle, there was sobbing and weeping for pure 
dole of his departing; and so he took his way to 
Joyous Gard, and afterwards he called at tjie Dolo¬ 
rous Gard j and thus sir Launcelot departed from tbu 
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court for ever* And so, when be came to Joyous 
Card, be called of his fellowship unto him, and asked 
them what they would do? Then they answered al¬ 
together'with one voice, that they would do as be 
would do. (< My fair fellows,” said sir Laancelot, 
“ I must depart out of this most noble realm; and 
now I shall depart it grieveth me sore at my heart, 
for I shall depart with no worship; for a banished 
man departeth never out of any realm with worship. 
And that is iny heaviness; for ever I fear, after my 
days, that they shall chronicle upon me that I was 
banished out of this realm : and else,, my fair lords, 
be ye sure, and I had not dread shame, my lady, 
dame Guenever, ‘and I should never have parted 
asunder.” Then spake many noble knights—as air 
Fatomides, sir Safre, his brother; and sir Bellangar 
le Breuse, and sir Urre, with sir Lavaine, and with 
many others :—“ Sir, and ye be so disposed for to 
abide in this country, we will never fell you; and, 
if ye list not to abide in this country, there is none 
of the good knights that be here will fail you for di¬ 
vers causes. One is this :—All we that be not of your 
blood shall never be welcome to the coart of king 
Arthur; and, sitheace it liketh us to take part with 
you in your distress and heaviness iu the realm, wit 
yon well It shall like us all well for to go in other coun¬ 
tries with you, and there to take such part as ye do.” 
—** My fair lords,” said sir Launcelot, “ I well un¬ 
derstand yon, and as I can I thank you ; and ye shall 
understand as to such livelihood as I am born unto: 
I shall depart it with you in this manner of wise; that 
is to say, that I shall depart all my livelihood and 
all my lands freely among you: and I myself wiU 
have as little as any of yon; for I have sufficient that 
may belong to my person: I will ask none other 
rich array, and I trust to God to maintain you on my 
lands as well as ever were maintained any knights.” 
Then spake all the knights at once, " He have shame 
that will leave yon; for we all understand in this 
realm will be now no quiet, but ever, strife and de¬ 
bate, now the fellowship of the round table is brok mi 
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farbytke noWefellowshipofthe round table was king 
Arthur borne up, arid by their nobleness the king and 
alt hi* realm wa* in quietness and in rest: and a great 
part,” aakl they all , u wa* because of your great no¬ 
bleness.” 


CHAP. CLIX. 

Sow Sir Launcelot passed over the Sea into his 

own Land, and how he made great Lords of the 

Knights that went with him . 

“ TRULY," said sir Launcelot, “ I thank you for 
your good saying, howbeit I wot well in me was not 
aU the stability of this realm; but in that I might I 
did my endeavours; and well I am sure I knew 
many rebellious in my days, which by me were peaced. 
1 trow we att shall hear of them in short space,-and 
that me sore repentetb. For ever I dread me,” said 
sir Launcelot, “ that sir Mordred will make republic, 
for he is passing envious, and applieth him to trouble.” 
So they were accorded to go with sir Launcelot uqto 
Ida lands; and,, for to make short tale, they trussed 
and payed all that would ask them. And well a 
hundred knights departed with sir Launcelot at once, 
and made their vows, that they would never depart 
from him for weal nor for woe: and so they shipped 
at Cardif, and sailed unto Benwicke (some men call 
it Beyon, and some men call it Beaund, whereas the 
wine of Beaune is). 

But, for to say the' truth, sir Launcelot and his ne¬ 
phews were lords of the reaim of France, and of all the 
lands that belonged unto France, he and his kindred 

• rejoiced it through sir Launcelot's noble prowess; 
and then sir Launcelot stuffed and furnished and 
garnished all his good towns and castles. Then all the 
people of those lands came unto sir Launcelot on feet 
and hands: and so when he had established all these 
countries, he shortly called a parliament; and there 
he crowned sir Lionel king of France; and be made 

* Bors to be crowned king of all king Clacuias 1 * 
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lands; and sir Ector de Maris, which was sir Lance¬ 
lot's youngest brother, be crowned him king of Ben- 
wike, and also king of all Gaian, which was dr. Lan¬ 
celot's own land ; and he made sir Ector prince of 
them all: and thus he parted his honour. Then sir 
Launcelot advanced all his noble knights; and first he 
advanced those of his blood; -and first, he made sir 
Blamore duke of Limosin, in Guian; and sir Bleo- 
beris, he made him duke of Poytiers; and sir Gala- 
hantine, he made him duke of Sentong; and sir Gali- 
hod, he made him earl of Perigort; and sir Mena- 
dcnke, he made him earl of Roerge'; and sir VHHera 
the Valiant, he made him earl of Bearne; and sir 
Hebes le Renomes, he made him earl of Comaung;' 
and sir Lavaine, he made him earl of Arminake; and 
sir Urre, he made him earl of Ostrake; and sir 
Neroneus, he made him earl of Coise; and sir Selisea 
of the Dolorous Tower, he made him earl of Masuuke; 
and sir Melias de Lile, he made him earl of Turaank ; 
and sir Bellangere, he made him earl of Laundis; and 
the good knight, sir Palomides, he made him duke of 
the country of Provence; and sir Safre, he made him 
duke of Langedocke; and sir. Elegis, he gave him 
the earldom of Surlatc; and sir Dinas, the sceneschal, 
he made him duke of Angeo; and sir Claras, he made 
him duke of' Normandy. Thus air Launcelot rewarded 
his noble knights, and many more, that me seeneth it 
were too long to rehearse. 


CHAP. CLX. 

How King Arthur and Sir. Gawatnc made a 
great Host ready to go over to Sea to make 
War on Sir Launcelot. 

SO leave we sir Launcelot in his lands, and his 
noble knights with him, and return we again unto 
king Arthur and sir Gawaine, that made a great boat 
feady, to the number of threescore thousand, and all 
things was ready for their shipping to pass over the 
Ma; and so they shipped at Cardif. And them Mug 
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Arthur made air Mordred chief ruler of all England; 
and also he pat qaeen Gaenever under his governance, 
for because sir Mordred was king Arthur’s son, he 
gave him the rule of all his land, and of his queen. 
And so king Arthur passed over the sea, and' landed 
upon sir Launcelot’s land; and there he burnt and 
wasted, through the vengeance of sir Gawaine, all that 
they might overrun. When these tidings came uuto 
sir Launcclot, that king Arthur and sir Gawaine were 
landed upon his lands, and that they made great de¬ 
traction and waste, then spake sir Bors and said, M My 
lord, sir Lanncelofc, it is great shame that we suffer 
them thus to ride over our lands; for wit ye well, 
’suffer ye them as long as ye will, they will do you no 
favour, and they may handle you.” Then said sir 
Lionel, which was ware and wise, “ My lord, sir 
Launcelot, I will give you this counsel,—let us keep 
onr strong walled town until they have hunger and 
cold, and blow on their nails, and then let us freshly 
set upon them, and shred them down as sheep in 
the field, that all aliens may take example for ever 
bow they land upon our lands.” Then spake king 
Bagdemagus unto sir Launcelot; “ Sir, your courtesy 
will shend us all, and your cohrtesy hath caused all 
this sorrow; for and they thus override our lands, 
they shall, by process of time, bring us all to nought, 
whilst we thus hide us in holes.” Then said the good 
knight, sir Galihod, to sir Lanncelot, “ Sir, here 
be knights come of king’s blood that will not long 
droop, and they Were without the walla; and therefore 
give us leave, as we are knights, to meet them in die 
field, and we shall slay them, that they shall curse the 
time that ever they came into this country.” Then 
spake the seven brethren of North Wales, and they 
were seven noble knights, as a man might seek in 
seven lands or he might find such noble knights*; then 
they spake all with one voice, <f, Sir Launcelot-, for 
Christ’s sake let ut ride out with sir Galihod, for we have 
been never wont to cower in castles nor in towns.” 
Then spake sir Lauqcelot, which was master and go¬ 
vernor of them all, “ My fair lords, wit you well 1 am 
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fall loth to ride out with my knights, for shedding of 
Christian men's blood; and yet, my lords, I understand 
we are full bare to sustain any boast a while: for the 
mighty warriors that other whiles made king Claudes 
and my father, king Ban, and mine trncle, king Bora, 
for to obey. Howbeit we will keep our strong walls, 
and 1 shall send a messenger unto my lord, king Arthur, 
desiring him to take a treatise;. for better is peace 
than always war." So sir Launcelot sent forth a 
damsel, and a dwarf with her, requiring king Arthur 
to leave his war upon his lands; and so she start upon 
a palfrey, and the dwarf ran by her side. And when 
she;came unto the pavillion of king Arthur, there she 
alighted; and there met her a knight, whose name was 
sir Lucan, the butler, that said, “ Fair damsel, come 
ye from sir Launcelot du Lake?"—“ Tea," said she, 
“ therefore come I hither to speak with my lord, king 
Arthur."—Alas," said sir Lucan, ** my lord, king 
Arthur, would love sir Launcelot, but sir Gawaine will 
not suffer him." And then he said, “ I pray to God, 
damsel, ye may speed well, for all we that are about 
the king would that sir Launcelot did best of any 
knight living." And so with this Lucan led the 
damsel unto king Arthur, where he sat with sir 
Gawaine, for to hear what she would say. So wbep 
she had told her tale, the water began to run out of 
king Arthur's eyes; and all the lords were right glad 
to advise the king to be accorded with sir Launcelot, 
save all. only air Gawaine, and he said, “ My lord, 
mine uncle, what will ye do ? will ye now turn again, 
now ye are past thuMar upon this journey ? all the 
world . will speak of your villainy."—" Nay," said 
king Arthur, ** wit ye well sir Gawaine, I will do as 
ye will advise me, and yet me seemeth," said king 
Arthur, “ his fair proffers were not good to be re¬ 
fused ; but si thence that 1 am pome so far upon this 
journey, 1 will that ye give the damsel her answer, 
for 1 may not speak to her for pity," 
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CHAP. CLXI. 

What Message Sir Gawaine sent unto Sir Lctun- 
celot, and how King Arthur laid siege unto 
Benwike , and other Matters, 

THEN sir Gawaine said onto the riamAel thus : 
“ Damsel, ye shall say unto sir Launcelot, that it was 
but idle labour now to send to mine uncle; for tell 
him, and be would have made any labour for peace, 
he should have made it orthis time, for tell him that 
now it is too late: and say, that sir Gawaiqe sendeth 
him word, and that I promise him by the faith I owe 
to God, and unto the order of knighthood, that I shall 
never leave him till he hath slain me or I him.” So 
the damsel wept and departed, and there were many 
weeping eyes; and so sir Lucan brought the damsel 
unto her palfrey. And so she came unto sir Launcelot, 
whereas he was among all his knights; and, when sir 
Launcelot had heard this answer, then the tears ran 
down by his cheeks: and then his noble knights that 
stood about him said, “ air Launcelot, wherefore make 
ye such cheer? think what ye are, and what men we 
are, and let us noble knights match them in the midst 
of the field.”—“ That may lightly be done,” said 
sir Lanncelot, “ bnt I was never so loth to do battle; 
there, I pray you fair sirs, as ye love me, be ruled as I 
will have you, for I will always flee that noble king 
that made me knight: and, when I may no further, I 
must needs defend me, and that will be the more 
worship for me, and every one of us, than to compare 
with the noble king, whom we all have served. 1 * 
Then they held their language, and as at that night 
they took their rest; and, on the morrow, early in 
the dawning of the day, as the knights looked out, they 
saw how the city of Benwike was besieged round 
about, and fast they began to set up ladders: and then 
they defied them out of the town, and beat them 
mightily from the walls. Then went forth sir Gawaine, 
well armed at all points, upon a stiff steed, and be 
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came before the chief gate, crying on high, u Afar 
Laoncelot! where art thou? Is there not one of yon 
proud knights that dare break a spear with mef* 
Then sir Bors made him ready, and came forth ont 
of the town: and there sir Gawaine encountered with 
sir Bors, and so he smote sir Bors down from Ma 
horse, and almost he had slain him, and anon air 
Bors was rescued and borne into the town. Then 
there came forth sir Lionel, brother onto sir Bors, and 
thought to revenge him, and either feutred their spears 
and ran together, and there they met right spilefrlly: 
bnt sir Gawaine was so fiery, that he smote sir Lionel 
down, and wounded him there passing sore; and then 
air Lionel was rescued and borne into the town. 
And thus sir Gawaine came every day and failed not 
but that he smote down one knight or other. So thas 
they endured well half a year, and much slaughter of 
people there was on both parties. Then H betel upon 
a day that sir Gawaine came before the gates armed at 
all pieces, upon a great courser, with a great spear In 
hhi hand: and then he cried with a loud voice, “ Where 
art thou now thou false traitor, sir Launcelot? why 
doest thou hide thyself within holes and walla like a 
coward ? look out now thou false traitor knight, and 
here I shall revenge upon my body the death of my 
three brethren/’ All this language heard sir Laoncelot, 
and his kin, every deal, and then his knights drew 
about him,and they said all at once unto sir LaancdoC, 
“ Sir Launcelot, now ye must defend yon like a knight, 
or else ye be shamed for ever; for now ye be called 
upon treason, it is time for you to sdr, fot ye have 
slept over long, and slept overmuch."—“ So God me 
help,” said sir Launcelot, “I am right heavy of sir 
Gawahie’s words, for now he ehargeth me with a 
great charge; and, therefore, I wot- it as well as ye, 
that I must defend nje, or else to be a recreant knight.” 
Then sir Launcelot commanded to saddle his st r ong e st 
horse, and bid fetch his armour, and bring all unto the 
gate of the tower: and then sir Lanncdot spake on 
high unto king Arthur and said, “ My lord, and noble 
Mng, which made me knight, wit you well that I am 
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right heavy for your sake) that ye thus sew upon me, 
and always I forbear you; for I would have been re- 
vengeaUe might I have met you in the midst of the 
field, and there to have made your boldest knights full 
tame: and now 1 have forborne yoa half a year, and 
have suffered you and sir Gawaine to do what ye 
would, and now most I needs defend myself, insomuch 
as sir Gawaine hath appealed me of treason, the which 
is greatly against my will, that ever I should light 
against any of your blood: but now I may not for¬ 
sake it, I am driven thereto as best to obey.” Then 
sir Gawaine said unto-sir Launcelot, “ Sir Launcelot, 
and thoudarest do battle, leave thy babbling, and come 
off, and let as ease oar hearts.” Their sir Launoelot 
began to arm him lightly, aad mounted upon his 
horse; and either of the knights gat great spears in 
their hands, and the host without stood still apart, 
and die noble knights came out of the city by a great 
number, insomuch, that when king Arthur saw the 
number of men and knights, he marvelled, and said to 
idnuelf, “ Alas that ever sir Launcelot was against 
roe, for now X see that he hath forborn me.” And so 
the covenant was made, there should no man come 
nigh them, nor deal with them, till that one were dead 
or yielden. 

•CHAR CLXIL 

How Sir Gawaine and Sir Launcelot did battle 
together , and how Sir Gawaine was hurt, 

• THEN sir Gawaine aqd sir Launcelot departed a 
great way in sunder, and then they came together 
with aH their horses* might, as fast they might run, 
and either emote other in the midst of their shields ; 
but die knights were so strong, and their spears so 
Wg, that their horses might not endure their buffets : 
and so their horses fell to the earth. Then they 
avoided their horses, and dressed their shields be¬ 
fore them; then they strode together, and gave many 
sad strokes upon divers places of their bodies, that the 
b^ood burst out of many places. Then had sir 
Gawaine such a grace and gift, which a holy man 
VOL. U. X 
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ftp*) given him, that every day in the year, from an* 
dern till high noon, his might increased those three 
hgm* as much as thrice his own strength, and that 
Rinsed sir Gawaine to win great honour : and for hit 
sake, king Arthur made an ordinance, that all manner 
of battles, for any quarrels that should be done before 
king Arthur, they should begin, at undent. And 
all this was done for sir Gawaiae’s sake, that by like- 
i|hood, if that sir Gawaine were on the one party, 
lie should have the better hand in battle, while font 
bis strength endured three hours; but there were 
but few knights that time living that knew this van. 
tage that sir Gawaine had, but king Arthur all only. 
Then dr Launeelot fought with sir Gawaine; apd 
When sir Launeelot felt his might evermore increese, 
spr Launeelot had of him great wonder, and dread 
him bo re to be shamed; for.be weened when he foil 
air Gawaine double his strength, that he bad been tad, 
pud none earthly man; wherefore, sir Launeelot traced, 
pud traversed, and covered himself with his shield, 
' pnd kept his might and his breath during three boors; 
and that while sir Gawaine gave him many aad brunts, 
pud many strokes, that all knights that beheld sir 
J^aoncelot, marvelled how he might endure him. 
But full little understood they the travail that air 
Launeelot had for to endure him. And then when 
it was part noon, sir Gawaine had no more but his 
own might. Then, when sir Launeelot felt him so 
come down, then began he to stretch himself up, and 
stood near sir Gawaine,and said to him these words: 

My lord, sir Gawaine, now I feel that ye have 
done, now my lord, sir Gawaine, I most do toy 
part, for many great and grievous strokes 1 have en¬ 
dured you this day with pain. 1 * Then sir Lsnncek* 
began to double his strokes, and gave sir Gawaine 
many q buffet upon the helmet, that he fell down on 
his side, and then sir Launeelot withdrew him from 
hfoa. “ Why withdrawest thou thyselff* said air 
Gawaine, a now turn again traitor knight.and alay 
me; for, apd thou leave me thus when I am whole, 
1 shall do battle with tbee again.”—Sir,” T ahull en- 
dure you by the grace of God,” said air. 
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"* bnt Wit you well, sir Gawtihe r I will Mirer thee 
smite a felled knight.” And so air Laoncelot went 
into die city, and air Gawaine was borne into one of 
king Arthur's pavilions: and anon there was leeches 
hroogkt to him, which searched his wound, and salved 
ft wkh soft ointments. And then sir Lanncelot said; 
44 Now have good day my lord, the king, for wit ye 
well ye shall whs no worship at these walls; and, if 
Iwonld bring out my knights, there should many n 
man die. Therefore, my lord, king Arthur, remembe* 
yon of old kindness* and, howsoever 1 fare, Jean btl 
year guide in ail places. 

CHAP. CLXin. * 

Of the Sorrow that King Arthur made for the 
War, and of another Battle , where also Sir 
Cawaine had the worse . 

“ ALAS1” said the king, M that ever this m* 
happy war began; for ever sir Lanncelot forbeareth 
me in til places, and in likewise my kin, and that is 
seen this day by my nephew, sir Gawaine.” Then 
king Arthur fell sick, fbr sorrow of sir Gawaine, that 
was so sore hurt, and because of the war between 
Mbi and sir Lanndelot. So then they of king An- 
tour's pert kept the siege with little war and small 
force, and they Within kept their walls, and defended 
them when need was. Thus sir Gawaine lay sick 
about three weeks in his tent, with til manner of 
ICcch-Craft that might' be had; and, as soon as sir Gw. 
waihe might go and ride, he armed him all points, 
and start upon a courser, and got a spear in his hand. 
And so he came riding before the chief gate of Ben- 
Wick, and there he cried on high, “ Where art tllou, 
sir Laoncelot? come forth, thou false traitor, knight, 
and fecreant; for I am here: sir Gawaine will prove 
this that I say on thee.” All this language sir 
Lanncek>t heard, and then he said thus: “ Shr Ga¬ 
waine, merepeuteth of your foul saying, that ye will 
not cease-of your language. For wit ye well, sir Ga¬ 
waine, I knew your might, mid alt that ye may do.” 
* And wen ye Wet>” said eir Gawaine, “ that ye may 
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®ot greatly huftme. Comedown, immrtnitm knight, 
and make it good, contrary With thy hands, for it 
taishappened me, the last bottle, to be hurt of thy 
hands, therefore wit thou well that! nm come this day 
to Make amends. For I wee* this day to lay thee as 
low asthou laidest me.”—“ Jesuttefend *me,” saidsir 
Lauhcelot, “ that ever 1 should be so far in yoar 
"danger, as ye have been in mine; for then <my days 
were at an end. Bat, sirGawame,” saklsir Lance¬ 
lot, “ ye shall not think that I tarry loog; bet d> 
thence that ye so unknightly call me of treason, ye 
shall have both your hands foil of me.” And then 
sir Lanncelot armed him at all points, and mounted 
upon his horse; and gatJiim a great spear in his 
haud ; and rode out at the gate; and both-the hosts 
were assembled, of them without and of them within, 
and stood in array foil manly; and both-parties were 
'charged for to hold them still, to see and behold the 
battle of these two noble knights: and then they laid 
their spears in their rests, and they ran together as 
thnndtr, and sir Gawtiae break his spear upon sfar 
Lanncelot in a hundred pieces unto 4tis hand ; and 
sir Lanncelot smote him with a greater might, dial sir 
GawaineV horsed f«et raised* and so the horse and be 
fed to the earth. Then sir G^raine tall quickly 
avoided his horse, and pot his shield before Uni,* and 
eagerly drew his sword, and bid sir Launcelot aUgjbt, 
“ Traitor knight, for though, this mare's am hath 
Tailed me, wit thou wed, ^at a king's son* and-a 
queen’s son, shall not fail thee/* Then sir 4*<meelet 
avoided his horse, and dressed his shield before him* 
and drew hia sword, and so they stood together, and 
gave many-sad strokes, that all men on both parties 
had thereof passing great wonder. But when sir 
Launcelot felt- sir Gawaine might so marvellously in¬ 
crease, he then withheld his courage and his wind, 
and kept himself wondrous covert of his might; and 
under his shield he traced, -traversed, (here and there, 
for to break jdr <G*wame*8 .strokes and his courage* 
And sir Gawaine enforced-him with all his might and 
Power to destroy-sir Launcelot; for ever as sir Ge- 
ipaine's might increased, right so increased Us wind 
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and hb evil will. Thus sir Gawaine dkl great palm 
«nto sir Launcelot three hoars continually, that sir 
Laoncelot had great pain to defend himself; and 
after that the three hoars were passed, then sir- 
Laoaoelot felt veriLy that sir Gawaine was come to 
Aia own proper might and strength, and that hb great 
jpowee. was done* Then sir Laoncelot said nnto sit 
Gawaine, “ Now have I well proved you twice, that 
ye are a.fnil dangerous knight, and a wonderful man 
of ypnr might, and many wonderfhl deeds have yon 
done in your days; for by yoor might increasing ye 
have: deceived many a noble and valiant knight: and 
now I feel that yehave done yoor ipigbty deed. Now, 
wit you well, 1 must do my deeds: and then sir 
Launcelot stood near sir Gawaine, and doubled his 
strokes, and sir Gawaine defended him mightily.. 
JBut, nevertheless, sir Laqucelot smote snch a stroke 
upon sir Gawaine’s helm, and upon the old wound, 
that sir Gawaine sunk down upon hb one side in a 
swoon: and anon, as he was Awake, he raved and 
foamed at sir Launcelot there, as he lay, and said,. 
“ Traitor knight,, wit thou well that 1 am not yet slain, 
come thou, near, and perform this battle to the utter¬ 
most.”—“ I will no more do than I have done,” said 
air Laoncelot; ** far when I see yon on foot, I will do 
Battle with you all the while 1 see you stand on your 
feet; but, for to smite a wounded man, tbatmay not. 
stand, God defend me from such a shame.” And 
then he turned him and went hb way toward the 
town; and six Gawaine evermore calling him traitor 
knight, and said, “ Wit thou well, sir Launcelot, when . 
I am whole, 1 shall do battle with thee again, for I 
shall never leave thee till that one of us be slain.” 

Thus, as this siege endured, and as sin Gawaine 
lay sick near a motath, and when he was well reco¬ 
vered, and ready within three days to do battle again 
with sir Launcelot, right so came tidings unto king 
Arthur from England, that made king Arthur, and alJL 
hb host to, remove. 
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CHAP. CLXIV. 

Mow Sir Mordred presumed, and look on him to 
be King of England, and would have married 
, the Queen . 

AS*r Mordred -was ruler of all England, be earned 
letters to be made, as though they came from beyond 
the sea, and the letters specified that king Arthur was 
slain in battle with sir Lauucek*; wherefore sir Mo*> 
dred made a parliament, and called the lords to¬ 
gether, and there he made them to chose him king, 
and -so he was crowned at Canterbury, and held a 
fcast there fifteen days. And afterward he drew him 
to Winchester, and there be took queen Guetoever, 
and said plainly that he would wed her, which was 
his uncle’s wife, and his father’s wife: and so be 
made ready for the feast, and a day prefixed that 
•they should be wedded. Wherefore queen Gueneter 
was passing heavy, but she durst not discover her 
heart; but speak Mr, and agreed to sir MordretTh 
will. Then she desired of sir Mordred for to go to 
.London, for to bay all manner of things that belong- 
«d unto the wedding; and, becaase of her fair 
speech, sir Mordred trusted her well enough, and . 
gave her leave to go; and, when she came to Lon- 
don, suddenly, in ail haste possible, she stuffed H 
with all. manner of victuals, and well garnished it 
With men, and so kept it. Then, when sir Mordred 
wist and understood how he was deceived, be was 
passing wrath out of measure. And, to make •short 
tale, he went and laid a mighty siege about the Tower 
of London, and made many great assaults thereat, 
and threw many great engines unto them, and shot 
great guns. But all might not prevail sir Mordred. 
for quern Guenever would never, for Mr speech, 
nor for foul, trust to come in his hands again. And 
then came the bishop of Canterbury, the which was h 
noble clerk, and a holy man, and thus he said to 
, Mordred: « Sir, what will ye dot wJH ye first dts- 
please God, and after shame yourself, and all knight- 

hat * 18 not kiDR Arthnr y°«r uncle, no Anther 
but your mother’s brother, and on bur himsel f king 
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Arthur begat you upon his own skter, therefore how 
may ye wed your father’s wife ? Sir,” said the noble 
clerk, “ leave this opinion, or else I shall curse yon 
wifo book, bell, and eandle.”—“ Do thy worst,” said 
Mr Mordred, “ wit thon well that I utterly defy 
thee*”—“ Sir,” said the bishop, “ I shall not fear me 
to do that I ought to do. Also, whereas ye noise 
that my lord king Arthur hi slain, it is not so; and 
therefore ye will make an abominable work in this 
Imsd.”—“ Peace! thou false priest,’? said sir Mor¬ 
dred, “ for and tbou chafe me any more, I shall 
make thy head to be stricken off.” So the bishop de 
parted, aud did the curse in the most ugliest wise 
that might be done. And then sir Mordred sought the 
Bishop of Canterbury, for to have slain him. And 
when the bishop heard that, he fled, and took part Of 
his goods with him, and went nigh onto Glastonbury^ 
apd there he was a religious hermit in a chapel, and 
lived in poverty, and in holy prayers. For well he 
understood that a mischievous war was near at hand. 
Then air Mordred sought upon queen Guenever, by 
letters and songs, and by fair means and foul, for to 
have her to come out of the tower of London* But 
all this availed him not, for she answered him shortly, 
openly and privily, that she had lever slay herself, 
than tb be married with him. Then came word to 
air Mordred, that king Arthur had raised the siege 
from sir Launcelot, and that he was coming home¬ 
ward with a great host, for to be avenged upon str 
Mordred. Wherefore sir Mordred made to write let¬ 
ters unto ail the barony of this land, and much people 
drew unto him; for then was the common voiee 
among them, that with king Arthur was none other 
life but war and strife, and with sir Mordred was 
great joy and bliss. Thus was king Arthur deprived, 
mid evil said of; and many there were that king Ar¬ 
thur had made up of nought, and had given them 
lands, might not say of him then a good word. 

Lo! we all Englishmen see what a mischief here 
was: for he that was the noblest knight and king of 
the world, and most loved the fellowship of noMe 
knights and men of worship; and by hint they were 
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all aphotden. Now might not we Englishmen hok? 
ns content with him; k>! this was the old custom and 
nsage of this land. And also men. say, that we of 
this land have not yet lost nor forgotten the custom 
and usage. Alas 1 alas! this is a great default of ns 
Englishmen, for there may uothing please us no term. 
And so fared the people at that time.- Fob they were 
better pleased with sir Mordred than they were with 
.king Arthur; and much people drew unto sir Mor¬ 
dred, and said they would abide with him, for better 
and for worse. And so sir Mordred drew with great 
haste toward Dover, for there he heard say that kiag 
Arthur would arrive; and so he thought to beat Ida 
-awn father from his lands: and the most part of ail 
England held with sir Mordred, .the people were so 
new-fangled. 

CHAP. CLXV- 

Mott, after that King Arthur had THdings, he 
returned and came to Dover, where Sir Mot- 
| dred met him , to let his Landing ; and of the 
Death of Sir Gawaine. 

AND so, as sir Mordred was at Dover, drith hfr 
host, there came king Arthur, with a great many 
. ships, galleys, and caraks; and there was fir Mordred 
. ready,.waiting open his landing, to let his own father 
.to land upon the land that he was king of. Then 
-was there lanoing of great boats anti small, and aU 
were fall of noble men of arms; and there was much 
slaughter of gentle knights* and many a fall bold 
baron Was laid full low, on both parties. But king 
Arthur was so oourageous, that there might uo man¬ 
ner of knight let him to land, and his knights fiercely 
followed him; and so they landed, maugre sir Mor¬ 
dred and aU his power: and put sir Mordred back, 
that he fled,and all his people. So when this battle 
was done, king Arthur let bury his people that were 
dead : and then was the noble knight, sir Gawaine* 
found in a great boat, lying more than half dead. 
When king Arthur wist that sir Gawaine was laid so 
low, he went unto him, and there the king made 
sorrow out of measure, and took sir Gawaine in hit 
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t#m*, and thrice be swooned : and then be name to 
himself again, and said, “ Alas! my sister’s son* 
here now thon liest, the man in the world that I 
loved most; and now is my joy gone. For now* 
my nephew, sir Gawaiue, 1 will discover me onto 
your person: in sir Laoncelor and yon I most had 
my joy and mine affiance, and now have I lost my 
joy of yon both, wherefore all mine earthly joy is 
gone from me.”—•“ My ancle, king Arthur," said rir 
Oawalne, “ wit yon well, that my death’a-day is 
come, and all is through mine own hastiness and 
wilfulness; for I am smitten upon the old wound 
that sir Lanncelot dn Lake gave me, of the which 1 
I feel that 1 most die ; and if sir Lanncelot had been 
With you as he was, this unhappy war had never 
begun, and of all this I myself am causer: for sir 
Lanncelot and his blood, through their, prowess,' held' 
ail your cankered enemies in subjection and danger. 
And now," said sir Gawaine, “ ye shall miss sir 
Lanneelot: but, alas 1 L would not accord with him* 
and therefore," said sir Gawaiue, “ I pray yon, felr 
uncle, that I may have paper, pen, and ink, that I 
may Write unto sir Lanncelot a letter with mine own 
hands." And when paper and ink was brought, sir 
Gawaine was set up, weakly, by king Arthur, for he 
bad been shriven a little before, and he wrote thus : 

“ Unto sir Lanneelot, flower of all noble knights* 
that ever I heard of, or saw in my days. 

“I, sir Gawaine, king Lot's son, of Orkney, sis¬ 
ter's son unto die noble king Arthur, send unto thee* 
greeting, and let thee have knowledge, that the tenth 
day of May I was smitten upon the okl woundwhich 
thon gavest me before the city of Berwick; and 
through the same wound tbou gavest me I am crane 
unto my death-day, and I will that all the world wit 
that I, sir Gawaine, knight of the round table, sough* 
my death, and not through thy deserving, but it was 
mine own seeking; wherefore I beseech thee, sir 
Lftanceiot, for to return again unto this realm, and 
see my tomb, and pray some prayers.more or. less* 
for my soul. And that same day that I wrote this 
X 2 
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letter, I was hurt to the death in the same wound, 
the which I had of thy hands, sir Launcelot. For of 
a more nobler man might 1 not be slain. Also, sir 
lanncelot, for all the love that ever was between ns, 
make no tarrying, but come over the sea in all the 
haste that thou mayest, with thy noble knight^ and 
rescue that noble king that made thee knight, that is 
my lord and uncle, king Arthor, for he is full straitly 
bestood with a false traitor, which is my false brother, 
sir Mordred, and he bath let crown himself king, and 
be would have wedded my lady, queen Guenever ; 
and so had he done, if she had not put .herself in the 
tower of London. And so the tenth -day of May last 
past, my lord and uncle, king Arthur, and we, all 
landed upon them at Dover, and there we pot that 
false traitor, sir Mordred, to flight; and there it mis- 
fortuned me for to be .stricken upon thy stroke. And, 
at die date of this letter was written, bat two hours, 
and a half before my death, written with mine own. 
hand, and so subscribed with part of my heart’s blood, 
and 1 require thee, as thon art die most famous knight 
of the world, that thou wilt see my tomb." 

And then sir Gawaine wept, and also king Arthur 
wept, and then they swooned bath; and when they 
awaked both, the king made sir Gawaine to receive bis 
Saviour. And then sir Gawaine prayed the king to. 
send for sir Lanncelot, and to cherish him above all 
other knights. And so, at the hour of noon, air Ga¬ 
waine betook his soul into the hands of our Lord God. 
And ithere the king let bury him in a chapel with¬ 
in the castle of Dover: and there, yet onto this 
day, all men may see the skull of sir Gawaine, and 
the same wound is seen that sir Launcelot gave him in 
battle. Then was it told to king Arthur that sir Mor¬ 
dred had pitched a new field upon Barendowa, and 
on the morrow the king rode thither to him, and there 
was a great battle between them, and much people 
were slain on both parts; but at the last king Arthur** 
party stood best, and sir Mordred and his party fled 
unto Canterbury, 
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CHAP. CLXVI. 

How after Sir Gawaine’s Ghost appeared unto 
King Arthur and warned him that he should 
not fight as at that Day . 

AND then the king searched all towns for his 
knight that Were slain, and made to bury them; and 
those that were sore wounded he caused them to be 
salved with soft salves. Then mach people drew nnlo 
king Arthur, and said that sir Mordred warred on 
king Arthar wrongfully. And then the king drew him 
and with his host down onto the sea-side, westward, 
onto Salisbury, and there was a day assigned between 
king Arthur and sir Mordred, and they should meet 
upon a down beside Salisbury, and not far from tbg 
sea side; and this day was assigned upon a Monday 
after Trinity Sunday, whereof king Arthur was pass¬ 
ing glad, that he might be avenged upon that traitor, 
air Mordred. Then sir Mordred raised mach people 
-about London, for they of Kent, Sussex, and South- 
ery, Essex, and Suffolk, and of Norfolk, held for the 
most part with sir Mordred, and many, a noble knight 
drew'unto sir Mordred and unto king Arthur; but 
they that loved sir Launcelot drew onto sir Mordred. 

* And so, uponTriaity Sunday, at night, king Arthur 
dreamed a right wonderful dream, and that was this: 
that him thought he sat upon a chattel in a chair, 
and the chair was fast unto a wheel, and thereupon 
sat king Arthur, in the richest cloth of gold that might 
be made; and the king thought there was tinder him, 
far from him, a beidous and a deep black water, and 
therein was all manner of serpents and worms, and 
wild beasts, foul and horrible ; and suddenly the king 
thought that the wheel turned upside down, and that 
he fell among the serpents and wild beasts, and every 
beast took him by a limb: and then the king cried, 
as he lay in Ms bed and slept, “ Help!” 

And then knights, ’squires, and yeomen, awaked 
the king, and then he was so amazed, that be wist not 
where he was; and then he fell in a slumbering again, 
net sleeping, nor through waking. So king Arthur 
thought there came dr Gawaine unto him verily. 
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with a number of fair ladle* with him; and so, when 
lung Arthur saw him, he said, “ Welcome* my sister's 
sou, I weened thou hast been dead, and now I see 
thee alive; much am I beholden unto Almighty 
Jesu. Oh! fair nephew, and my sister's son, what 
bt these ladies that be come hither with yout**— 
“Sir,” said sir Gawaine, “ all these be the ladies fair 
whom I have fought when I was a man living; and 
all these are those that I did battle for in a risfrtwise 
.quarrel, and God hath given them that grace at their 
.great prayer, because I did battle for them, that they 
,sbould bring me hither to you; thus much hath God 
given me leave for to warn you of your death; for 
and ye fight as to-morrow with sir Mordrcd, as both 
ye have assigned, doaht ye not ye must be slain, and 
the most put of your people, ou both parties: mid 
the great grace and goodness that almighty Jen 
hath unto you, and for pity of you, and many more" 
other .good men, that there should be slain, God hath 
sent me unto you, of his most special grace, for to 
give you warning, that in no wise ye do battle as to 
morrow, but that ye take a treaty for a month's day, 
sued proffer him largely, so as to-morrow to be pot in 
a delay; for within a month shall come sir Launce- 
lot, with all his noble knights, and shall rescue you 
vrorshipfully, and slay sir Mor dred and all dial ever will 
hold him." Then dr Gawaine and all the ladies vanished* 
And anon the king called upon his knights, 'squires, and 
yeo men , and charged them lightly to fetch his noble 
lords and wise bishops unto him; and when they 
were come, the king told them bis vision, what sir 
Gawaine told him, and warned him, that if he fought 
pn the morrow he should be slain. Then the king 
commanded sir Lucan, the butler; and his brother, 
dr Bed tv ere; and two bishops with them, and 
Charged than in any wise if they might take a treaty 
for a month With sir Mordred; and spare not to 
proffer him lands and goods, as much as ye thlpk 
best. So then they departed and came to sir Mor* 
dred, where be had a grimly host of a boa dred 
thousand men, and thereby entreated sir Mordred 
long time j and, at the last, sir Mordred was agr eed 
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W Nave Cornwall and Kent by king Arthur's days* 
nod after the days of king Arthur to have all Enjj. 
land to his obeisance. 

CIIAP. CLXVn. 

Mow by Misadventure of an Adder the Battle 
began, where Sir Mordred was Slain, and 
, JCing Arthur wounded to Death. 

80 then were they condescended that king Ar¬ 
thur and sir Mordi ed should meet between both their 
hosts, aud every each of them shonld bring fourteen 
persons; and, then came with this word unto king 
Arthur. M And then," said he, “lam glad that this 
is done.” And so he went into the field; and when 
king Arthnr should depart, he warned all his host, 
** that and they saw any sword drawn, look that ye 
come on fiercely, and slay that traitor, sir Mordred, 
for in nowise trust him.” In likewise sir Mordred 
did warn his host, “ that if ye see any manner of 
sword drawn, look that ye come on fiercely, and so 
slay all that ever standeth before you; for in nowise 
I will not trust for this treatise, for I know well that 
my father will be avenged upon me.” And so they 
were agreed and accorded thoroughly, and wine wad 
set, and they drank. Right so came an adder out of 
a little heath bash, and it stung a knight on the foot. 
And when the knight felt him stung, he looked down 
and saw the adder, and then he drew his sword to 
slay the adder, and thought of none other harm. And 
when the hosts on both parties saw that sword drawn, 
they blew benmes, trnmpets, and horns, and shouted 
grimly. And so both hosts dressed them together, 
and king Arthur took his horse, and said, “ Alafcf 
this unhappy day and so rode he to his part. ' And 
so sir Mordred did in likewise, and never was there! 
seen a more dolefrdler battle in no Christian land: for 
there was but rushing and riding, foyning and strik¬ 
ing, and many a grim word was there spoken either 
to other, and many a deadly stroke. Butalway king' 
Arthur rode throughout the battle of sir Mordred 
many times, and did there right nobly as a noble 
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king should do; and at aU times be never fainted; 
And sir Mordred that day put him in devoir and ia 
great peril, and thus they foaght all the long day; 
and never stinted till the noble knight* were laid to 
the cold ground. And ever they fought still till it 
was nigh night, and by that time was there a hun¬ 
dred thousand laid dead upon the dbwn. Then was 
king Arthur wrath out of measure, when- he saw his 
people so slain from him. Then the king looked 
about him, and then was he were that of aU his host, 
and of his good knights, were left no more alive but 
two knightsthat’ were sir. Lucan the butler, and sir 
Bedivere his brother, and they were right sore wound* 
ed. u Jesu-mercy,’* said king Arthur, “ where are 
all my noble knights beeome? Alas! that ever I- 
sbould see this doleful day: for now,” said king Ar¬ 
thur, “ I am come unto mine end. But would to God 
that I wist where that traitor sir Mordred is, which 
hath caused all this mischief]” Then was king Ar¬ 
thur aware where sir Mordred leaned upon his sword 
among a great heap of dead men. “ Now give me 
my spear,” said king Arthur to sir Lucan, ** foe 
yonder 1 have espied the traitor which hath wrought 
all this woe.”—“ Sir, let him be,” said sir Lucan, 
“ for he is unhappy; and if ye pass this unhappy 
day, ye shall, be right well revenged npon him. My 
good lord, remember well your dream that ye had 
this, night, and what the spirit of sir Gawaine told 
you this night; yet God of his great goodness hath 
preserved you hither, therefore, for God’s sake, my 
lord, leave off by this; for, blessed be God, ye have 
won the field, for here we be three alive, and with sir 
Mordred is none alive, and if ye leave off now this 
wicked day of destiny is done.”—“ Betide me death, 
betide me life,” said the king; " new I see him 
yonder alone, he shall never escape my hands, for at 
better advantage shall I never have him.”—“ God 
apeed yon well,” said sir Bedivere. Then king Ar¬ 
thur gat his spear in both his hands, and ran toward 
sir Mordred, crying, “ Traitor, now is thy death-day. 
come.” And when sir Mordred heard king Arthur, 
be ran onto him with his sword drawn in his hand. 
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and there king Arthur smote sir Mordred under the 
shield, with a foin of his spear throughout the body 
more than a fathom. And when sir Mordred felt 
that he bad his death wound, be thrust himself with' 
all the might that he bad up to the end of king Ar¬ 
thur’s spear with bis sword, that he held in both his 
hands, on the side of the head, that the sword pierced 
the helmet and the brain-pan. And therewith sir 
Mordred fell down stark dead to the earth, and die' 
noble king Arthur fell in a swoon to the earth, and 
there he swooned oftentimes. And sir Lucan and sir 
Bedivere oftentimes heaved him up, and so weakly 
they laid him between them both anto a little chapel, 
not far from the sea tide. And when the king was 
there, he thought him well eased. Then beard they 
people cry in the field, “ Now go thou, sir Lucan," 
said the king, “ and do me to write what betokeneth' 
that noise in the field." So sir Lucan departed, and 
he was grievously wounded in many places; and so, 
as he went, he saw and hearkened by the moonlight, 
how the pilfers and robbers were come into the field, 
■for to pilfer and rob many a noble knight of br-oachea 
and heads, of many a good ring, and of many a rich 
jewel. And who that were not dead all out, there 
they slew them for to have their harness, and their 
riches. And when sir Lucan understood this work, 
he came unto the king as soon as he might, and told 
him all that he had heard and seen. “ Therefore, by ' 
mine advice," said sir Lucan, “ it is best that we ’ 
bring you unto some town."—I would it were so,"’ 
-said file king. 

CHAP. CLXVni, 

Bow King Arthur commanded to cast his Sword 
Excalibur in the Water, and h<nv he was de-' 
livered unto Ladies in a Barge. 

“ BUT I may not stand my head acbeth so. Ah f 
sir Launcelot," said king Arthur, “ this same day 
have I sore missed thee: alas! that ever I was r 
against thee, for now have I my death, whereof sir 
Guwaiue warned me in my dream." Then sir ; 
Lucan took up king Arthur on the one part, and air 
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Bedivere outlie other part, and ia the lifting the khqg 
swooned. And sir Lacan fell in a swoon with that- 
lift, that some of his gutn fell out of his body; and 
therewith the noble knight's heart burst. And when 
king Arthur came to himself again, he beheld dr 
Lucan how he lay foaming at the mooth, and part ot 
his bowels fell to his. feet. “ Alas I” said king Ar~ 
thur, “ this is unto me a foil heavy sight for to sen 
this noble duke so to die for my.sake; for he would 
have hoi pen me, that had more need of help than I 
have. Alas! be would not complain him, hia heart 
v?as so set for to help me. Now, Jean, have many 
upon his soul.” Then sir Bedivere wept for thn> 
death of his brother. “ Leave this weeping mad 
mourning," said king Arthur, “ for all this will not 
avail me; for wit thou well I might live myself, the 
death of sir Lucan would grieve me evermore.* 
—« But my time hieth fast," said king Arthur unto 
sjr Bedivere, “ therefore take thou Excalibur, nay good 
sword, and go with it unto yonder water side; and 
when thou comest there, I charge thee, throw my 
sword into that water, and come again and tell me 
what thou shall see there."—“ My lord," said sir 
Bedivere, “ your command shall be done,, and 
lightly bring you word again." And so sir Bedivere 
departed, and by the way be beheld that noble swosd^ 
where the pummel and the haft were all of precious 
stones. And then be said to himself, “ If I throw: 
this rich sword into the water, thereof shall never 
come good, but harm and loss." And then sir Bo» 
divere hid Excalibur under a tree, and as soon as he 
might, he came again unto king Arthur, and said he 
had been at the water, and had thrown the sword 
into the water. “ What sawest thou there t" said the~ 
king. “ Sir," said he, “ 1 saw nothing but waves 
and wind."—“ That is untruly said of thee,"said king 
Arthur, “ therefore go thou lightly and do my corn* 
mand, as thou art to me life and dear, spare net bat* 
throw H in." Then sir Bedivere returned again, ami* 
took the sword in his hand; and then be though!itain 
•ud shame to 1 throw away that noble sword > and so> 
after he hid the sword, he returned* ^ain, and told lot 
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the king that he had been at the water and done hie 
command. “ What saw ye there 7” said the king.— 
“ Sir,** said be, “ I saw nothing but the water, wap, 
and waves waun.”—“ Ah 1 traitor, untrue,” said king 
: Arthur, “ now hast thou betrayed me two times, who 
would have weened that thou that hast been unto me 
eo self and dear, and thou art named a. noble knight, 
and wouldest betray me for the rich sword. Eut now 
go again lightly, for. thy long tarrying putteth me in 
great jeopardy of my life, for 1 have taken cold; 
and but if thou do as I command thee, and if ever I 
may see thee, I shall slay thee with mine own hands, 
for thou wouldest for my rich sword see me dead.'*' 
Then sir Bedivere departed, and went to the sword, 
and lightly took it np and went to the water's sick, 
and there be bound the girdle about the belts. And 
then he threw the sword into the water as for aa he 
. might, and there came an arm and a hand above the 
water, and met it and caught it, and so shook it 
thrice and brandished. ■ And then the hand v anished - 
away with the sword in the water. 

So sir Bedivere came again to the king, and told 
him what he had seen. *' Alas 1” said the king* 
“ help me from hence ; for I dread me I have tar* 
ried over long.” Then sir Bedivere took king Ar¬ 
thur upon his back, and so went with him to Urn- 
water's aide; and, when they were at the water's 
aide, even fast by the bank hoved a little barge, with, 
many fair ladies in it: and among them all was a 
queen, and all they had black hoods; and they wept 
and shrieked when they saw king Arthur. 

“ Now put me into the barge,” said the king- 
And so he did softly, and there received him three 
queens with great mourning; and so these thr^e 
queens sat them down, and in one of their laps king 
. Arthur laid his head. And then that queeen said, 

** Ah! dear brother, why have ye tarried so long 
from me ? Alas! this wound on your head hath 
taken overmuch cold.” And so then they rowed 
from the land; and sir Bedivere beheld all those 
t ladies go from him. Then sir Bedivere cried, “ Ah t 
my lord Arthur, what shall become of me now ye 
go from me, and leave me here alone among mine 


A 



'4t4 ItlfNG ARTHUR,' ANt> HIS ‘ 

enemies?”—“ Comfort thyself,” said "king Arttnfr, 
“ and do as well as thoa mayest; for in me is Ho 
trust for to trust in: for I will Into the Vale of Avi- 
lton, for to heal me of my grievous wound; and, if 
thoa never hear more of me, pray for my so«L” Bat 
evermore the queens and the ladies wept and shriek¬ 
ed, that it was pitifal for to hear them: and, as 
soon as sir Bedivere had lost the sight of tire barge, 
he wept and wailed, and so took the forest, and so 
he went afl die night; and, in the morhing, he vrts 
aware, between two hills, of a chapel and a her¬ 
mitage. 

Chap, clxix. 

How Sir Bedivere found King Arthur dead m 
the Morrow in a Hermitage; and how he 
abode there with the Hermit. 

THEN was sir Bedivere glad, and thither be 
went; and, when he came into the chapel, he saw 
where lay a hermit groveling upon all fonra there, 
fast by a tomb newly graven. When the hermit saw 
sir Bedivere he knew him well; for he. was, bnt a 
little before, bishop of Canterbury, that sir Mordred 
had banished away. “ Sir,’* said sir Bedivere, “ what 
man is there buried that ye. pray so fast for ?”— 44 My 
fair son,” said the hermit, 44 1 wot not verily but by 
deeming; but this night, at midnight, here came a 
great number of ladies, which brought this dead 
corpse, and prayed me to bury him ; and here they 
offered a hundred tapers, and gave me a hundred be- 
sants.”— 44 Alas'.” said sir Bedivere, 44 that was my 
lord, king Arthur, that here lieth buried in this cha¬ 
pel.” Then sir Bedivere swooned; and, when he 
awoke, he prayed the hermit that he might abide 
with him here still, to live with fasting and prayer!; 
“ For from hence will 1 never go,” said sir Bedi¬ 
vere, " by my will; but all the days of roy life here 
to pray far my lord, king Arthur.”— 44 Ye are wel¬ 
come to me,” said the hermit; 44 for 1 know you bet¬ 
ter than ye ween that I do: for ye are that bold 
Bedivere, and the noble duke sir Lucan, the butler, 
was your own brother.” 

Then dr Bedivere told the hermit ail as ye heard 



KNIGHTS OP TUB ROUND TA'BLE, 475 

IwAtfe. So air Bedivere Abode there stiH with the 
hermit, which had been before the bishop of Canter* 
bury: and there sir Bedivere put upon him poor 
clothes, and served the hermit fait lowly in fasting 
and in prayers. This of king Arthur 1 find no more 
written in my copy of the certainty of his death : 
but thus was he led away in a barge, wherein were 
three queens; that one was king Arthur's sister, 
Morgan le Fay; die other was the queen of North* 
gaHs; and the third was the queen of the waste 
lands: and there was Nimne, the chief lady of the 
lake, which had wedded sir Pelleas, the good knight. 
And this lady had done much for king Arthur; for 
she would never suffer sir Pelleas to be in any place 
whereas he should be in danger of his life : and so 
he lived to the uttermost of his days with her in 
great rest. More of the death of king Arthur could 
I never find, but that ladies brought him unto the 
burials. And such one was buried here, that the 
hermit bare witness, that sometimes was bishop of 
Canterbury: but yet the hermit knew not of a cer¬ 
tain that It was verily the body of king Arthur. For 
this tale sir Bedivere, knight of the round table, made 
it plainly to be written. 

CHAP. CLXX. 

Of the Opinion of some Men of the Death of 
King Arthur ; and how Queen Guenever made 
her a Nun in Almesbury . 

• SOME men yet say, in many parts of England, 
that king Arthur is not dead; but, by lbe will of 
our Lord Jesu Christ, into another place: and men 
•ay, that be will come again, and he shall win die 
holy cross. I will not say that it shall be so; but 
rather I will say, that here in this world he changed 
his life. But many men say that there is written upon 
his tomb this verse:— 

Hie jacet Art hunts rex quondam, rex futurus. 

Thus leave we here sir Bedivere with the hermit, 
that dwelled that time in a chapel beside Glastenbury, 
and there was bis hermitage; and so they lived in 
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pjrayers, and fastings, and great abstinence.. An? 
when queen Goenever naderstood that her lord, king 
Arthur, was slain, and all the noble knights,, sir Alor- 
dred and all the remnant, then she stole away, and 
five ladies with her: and so she vrent to Almesbary, 
and there she let make herself a nun, and wore 
white l clothes and black: and great penance she 
took, as. ever did sinful lady in this land, and never 
creature could make her merry, bat lived in fastings, 
prayers, and alms-deeds, that all manner of people 
marvelled how yirtnously she was changed. Now 
leave we queen Guenever in Aknesbury, that was a 
nun in white clothes and in black, and there she was 
abbess and ruler as reason would; and torn we from 
her, and speak we of sir Launcelot du Lake. 

CHAP. CLXXI. 

Hotv x when Sir Launcelot heard of the Death ef 
King Arthur and of Sir Gattaint, he came 
into England, 

AND when he heard in his country that air Mo*- 
dred was crowned king in England, and made war 
against king Arthur, his own, father, and would not 
let him to land in his own land. Also it was told sir 
Launcelot how that sir Mordred had laid siege about, 
the tower of London, because the queen would not 
wed him. Then was sir Launcelot wondrous wrath, 
and said to his kinsmen, “ Alas! that double traitor, 
air Mordred ( now 1 repent me that he escaped my 
hands; for much shame hath he done to my lord, 
king Arthur r.’Tor T feel, by the letter of sir Gawain^ 
that my lord, king Arthur, is right, hard bestead, 
Alas!” said sir Launcelot, “ that ever I should livp 
to hear that most noble king, that made me knigfa^. 
thus to be overset with his subjects in his own realm s 
and this doleful letter, that, my lord, sir Gawaine, hath 
sent me before his death, praying me to see his tomh, 
wit ye well his doleful words shall never go from 
my heart, h'ot he was a full noble knight that ever 
was born i and in an unhappy hour wasl born, that 
ever a wretch should have that mishap to slay ui Ga* 
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Waine and sir Gabesis, the good knight, and nine 
own'friend, air Gareth, that-noble knight. 

“ Alas 1 I may say, that I am unhappy,” said air 
Lanacetot, H that ever i shoaid do Urnsunhappily! 
AMt might I never have hap to stay that -traitor, sir 
Mordred I"-*** 4 Leave yoor complaints,” said sir Bora, 
M and drat revenge yon of the death of dr Gawaine, 
and ‘it will be well done that ye go to see sir Ga- 
waine’s tomb; and, secondly, that ye reveAge my 
lord, king Arthur, and qaeen Gnenever.”—“ 1 thank 
yon,” said sir Lanncelot, “ for ever ye will my 
worship.” 

■ Then they made them ready ia all the haste that 
might be, with chips and galleys, with sir Lanncelot 
and his host, for to pass into England : and so be 
passed over the sea, and arrived at Dover; aud there 
be landed with seven kings, and their number was 
hideous to behold. Then sir .Lanncelot inquired of 
the men of Dover where king Arthur was become! 

Then the people told him how that he was slain 
with sir Mordred, and a hundred thousand died upon 
a day; and how dr Mordred gave king Arthur there 
the first battle at his landing, and there was the good 
knight, sir Gawaine, slain ; and, on the morrow, sir 
Mbrdred fought with king Arthur upon Barren down, 
and there king Arthur put sir Mordred to the worst. 
•f Alasl” said sir Lanncelot, “ this is the heaviest; 
tidings that ever came to me. V ow, fair air's,” said 
sir Lanncelot, “ I beseech you shew me the tomb 
Of sir Gawaine.” 

• And then certain people of the town brought him 
to the castle of Dover, and shewed bim the tomb of 
sir Gawaine. Then sir Lanncelot kneeled down and 
wept, and prayed foil heartily for his soul; and 
that night he made, a dole. And all they that would 
come had as much flesh and fish, wipe and ale, as 
they might eat and drink ; and every man and wo¬ 
man had tweivepence, oome who would. Thus, with 
his own hands, deated he his maney in a mourning 
gown; and ever be wept, and prayed them to pray • 
for the soul of sir Gawaine. And, on the morrow, 
all . the priests and clerks that might be gotten in the 
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coantry were there, and song mm of requiem. And 
there sir Lannceiot offered first, and he offered * 
hundred pouads; and then the seven kings offered 
forty pounds each ; and die offering endued Promt 
the morning to night: and sir Lannceiot lay two 
nights upon his tomb in prayers and in wneping; 
then, on the third day, sir Lannceiot called unto Urn 
the kings, dukes, earls, barons, and knights, and than, 
be said,-*-“ My fair lords, I thank yon all of yonr 
coining hither into this country with me: bat we 1 
come too late, and that shall repent men while I 
live; bat against death there may no man rebel. Baft 
shh it is so,” said sir Lannceiot, ** I will myself ride 
and seek my lady, queen Guenever; for, as I he ard 
say, she hath had mncb pain and great disease: and 
1 have heard say, that she is fled into the west conn 
try. Therefore, ye all shall abide me here; and, 
bat if I come again within fifteen days, that take 
your ships, and depart into your countries} for I 
will do as I have said to you.” 

CHAP. CLXXn. 

How Sir Launcelot departed for tt> seek Queen- 
Guenever , and how he found her at Jlmesburg. 

THEN came sir Bors de Ganis, and said, <* My 
lord sir Lannceiot, what think ye to dot Now to 
ride in this realm, wit thou well ye shall find few 
friends.”—“ Be as it may,” said sir Lannceiot, ** keep 
yon still here ; for I will forth on my journey, and 
neither man nor child shall go with me.” So it was 
no boot to strive ; but be departed and rode west* 
Ward, and there he sought seven or eight days, and 
at the last he came onto a nunnery. And then war 
queen Guenever aware of sir Launcelot as he walked 
in the cloister; and, when she saw him there, she 
swooned three times, that all the ladies and gentle* 
women had work enough for to bold the qneesi npw 
So, when she might speak, she called ladies and gen* 
tlewomen unto her: “ Ye marvel, fair ladies, why 
I make this cheer. Truly,” said she, M it is for the 
•igbt of yonder knight which is yonder; vfbgnftcey 
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I pray you, all to call him onto me.” And when aiv 
launcelot was brought unto her, then she raid, 
4‘Through this knight and me all these wars were 
wrought* and the death of the most noble lcnightp of 
the world; for through our love that we have loved 
together, is my most noble lord slain : therefore, wit 
then well, sir Launcelot, I am set in such a plight to 
get my soul’s health; and yet I trust, through God’s 
grace, that after my death for to have the sight of the 
blessed face of Jesu Christ, and at the dreadful day of' 
doom to sit on his right side: for as sinful creatures 
as ever was I are saints in heaven. 

“ Therefore,” sir Launcelot, “ I require thee, and 
beseech thee heartily, for all the love that ever was 
between us two, that thou never look me more in 
the visage; and furthermore I command thee, on 
God's behalf, right straigbtly that thon forsake my 
company, and that unto.thy kingdom shortly thon 
return again, and keep well thy realm from war and, 
wreck. For. as well as | have loved tbee, sir Latin* 
cekrt, now mine heart will not once serve me to see 
thee; for though me and thee are the flower of kings 
and knights destroyed, therefore, sir Launcelot, go 
thou unto thy realm, and there take thee a wife, pud 
live.with her in joy and bliss; and I beseech yon. 
heartily pray for me unto our Lord God, that I may 
amend my miss living.” 

. “ Now, sweet madam,” said sir Launcelot, “ would 
ye that I should now return again into my country, 
and there to wpd a lady. Nay, madam, wit ye well 
that I will never while I live; for I shall never be so . 
false to you of, that 1 have promised, but the same 
destiny that ye have taken you unto I will take me 
unto, for to please God, and especially to pray for 
you.” 

“ If thou wilt do so,” said the queen, i( hold thy 
promise; but I may not believe bat that thou wilt 
return to the world again .”—“ Ye say well,” said he; 
“yet wist me never false of my promise, and God 
defend but that 1 should forsake the world like as ye 
have done; for v in the qnqst of the Sancgreal I had 
forsaken the v anities of the world, had .not your ford 
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been : and if t had done so at that time with my 
heart, will, and thought, I had passed all -the knights 
that were in the quest of the Sancgreal, except sir 
Galahad, my sob. And, therefore, my lady, dame 
Gucnever, eithence ye have taken you onto perfec¬ 
tion, I mast needs take me unto perfection of right. 
For I take record 'Of God in you have I had mine 
earthly joy ; and if I had found you so disposed now, 

I had east me for to ’have had you into mine own 
realm and country. 

CHAP. CLXXIfl. 

How Sir Launcelot came unto the Hermitage 
where the Archbishop of Canterbury was , and 
how he took the Habit unto him, 

* BUT ahhence I find you thus disposed, I endure 
you faithfully that I will take me to a penance, and 
pray, while my life lasteth, if 1 may find any good 
hermit, either grey or white, that will receive me 
wherefore, madam, I pray you kiss me once, and 
never more .**—** Nay,** said the queen, ** that shall I 
never do; bat abstain you from such things. 1 * And 
so t%ey departed; but there was never so hard-hearted 
a man but he would have wept to see the sorrow 
that they made: for there was a lamentation as 
though thoy had been stunned with spears, and many 
tfcnes du^qwooned. And die ladles bear the queen 
to her chamber, and sir Lanaeelot awoke, and went 
and tool? hie horse, and rode all day, and all that 
night in a forest weeping ; and tit the last he was 
aware -rf a hermitage, and a chapel that stood be¬ 
tween twb cdfis, and then he heard a little bell ring 
to mats, pud thither be rode, and alighted, and tied 
his horse to the gate, and heard mass. And be that 
sang tie Mass was the bishop of Canterbury; both 
the bishop and sir Bcdivere knew sir Launcelot. and 
they spake together after mass. But when sir Bedi- 
vere had told him his tale ail whole, sir Lanneclot'n 
heart almost burst for sorrow; and air Launcelot 
*hrew abroad his armour, and ^takl, ** Alas I who 
*aay tritatyhb world,** 
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And then he kneeled down on bis knees, awl 
prayed the bishop for to shrive him and assoil him : 
and then he besought the bishop that he might be his 
brother. Then the bishop said, “ I will gladly.* 
And then he put a habit upon sir Lanncelot; and 
there he served God, day and night, with prayers 
and fastings. 

Thus the great host abode at Dover; and then sir 
Lionel took fifteen lords with him, and rode to Lon¬ 
don to seek sir Launcelot; and there sir Lionel was 
slain, and many of his lords. Then sirBorsde Ganis 
made the great host to go home again onto their 
own country; and sir Bors, sir Ector de Maris, sir 
Blamor, sir Bleoberis, and with more other of sir 
Launcelot’s kin, took on them to ride through all 
England to seek sir Launcelot. 

So sir Bors rode so long till he came unto the same 
chapel where sir Launcelot was; and so sir Bors 
heard a little bell that rung to mas9, and there he 
alighted, and heard mass. And when mass was 
done, ttie bishop, sir Launcelot, and sir Bedivere 
came unto sir Bors; and when lie saw sir Launcelot 
in that manner of clothing, then be prayed the bishop 
■that he might be in the same suit; and so there was 
a habit pot upon him, and there he lived in prayers 
and fasting. And within half a year there was coma 
sir Galahad, sir Galihod, sir Bleoberis, sir Villiers, 
sir Clarrus, and sir Gahalatine: so these seven noble 
knights abode there still. And when they saw that 
sir Launcelot had taken him unto such perfection, 
they had no list to depart, but took such a habit as 
he had. Thus they endured in great penance five 
years, and then sir Launcelot took the habit of priest* 
hood, and ,twelve months he sung the mass. And 
there was none of these other knights bnt that they 
read in books, and helped for to sing mass, and ring 
hells, and did lowly all manner of service. And sp 
their horses went where they would; for they took no 
regard in worldly richest for when they saw sir 
Launcelot endure such penance, in prayer aud fast* 
ihg' they took ho forte what pain they endured, foe 
to see the noblest knight of the world take such ab* 
VOL. II. Cc Y 
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stineace, so that he waxed fall lean. And thus upon 
a 'night there came a vision unto sir Launcelot, and ' 
charged him, in remission of all his sins, to haste 
him toward Almesbury, and by that time thou come : 
there thou shalt find queen Gnenever dead; and, 
therefore, take thy fellows with thee, and also purvey 
thee a horse-bier, and bring yoa the corpse of her, 
and bury it by her lord and husband, the noble king 
Arthur. So this vision came thrice unto sir Launce- 
lot in one night. 


CHAP. CLXXIV. 

Bow Sir Launcelot went with his seven Fellows 
, to Aimes bury, and found Queen Gnenever 
dead , whom they brought to Glastonbury. 

THEN sir Launcelot rose up ere it was day, and 
told the hermit thereof. “ It is well done/* said the 
hermit, look that ye disobey not this vision.’* Then 
air Launcelot took his seven fellows with him, and on 
foot they went from Glastonbury, the which is little 
more than thirty miles: and thither they came within 
tWo days, for they were weak and feeble to go. And 
when sir Launcelot was come to Almesbury, within 
the nunnery, queen Guenever died but half an 
hour before; and the ladies told sir Launcelot, that 
queen Guenever had told all ere she died, “ That sir 
Launcelot had been a priest near twelve months, and 
hither he cometh, as fast as he may, for to fetch my 
corpse; and beside my lord, king Arthur, he shall 
bury me.** Wherefore the queen said, in hearing of 
them all, “ I beseech Almighty God, that I may 
never have power to see sir Launcelot with my 
worldly eyes.**—“And this,” said all the ladies, 
“ was ever her prayer all those two days, until she 
was dead.** Then sir Launcelot saw her visage; hut 
he wept not greatly, but sighed. And so he did all 
the observance of the service himself, hoth the dirge 
at night, and the mass on the morrow ; and there was 
ordained a horse-bier: and so with a hundred torches 
ever burning about the corpse of the queen. And 
ever sir Launcelot with his seven fellows went about 
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the bier, singing and reading many a holy and devout 
oration, and frankincense upon the corpse incensed. 
Thus sir Lanncelot and bis eight fellows went oa 
foot from Almesbary until they came to Glastonbury; 
and when they were come to the chapel and the 
hermitage, there she had a dirge with great devotion; 
and on the morrow the hermit, that was sometime 
bishop of Canterbury, sung the mass of requiem, 
with great devotion; and sir Launcelot was the first 
that offered, and then offered all his eight fellows: 
and then she was wrapped in seared cloths of reins, 
from the top to the toe, in thirty fold, and then she 
was put in a web of lead, and after in a coffin of 
marble. And when she was pat into the earth, sir 
Lanncelot swooned, and lay long upon the ground^ 
while the hermit came and awaked him. end said, 
V Ye are to blame; for ye displease God with snob 
planner of sorrow-making.”—“ Truly,” said sir Laun- 
celot, “ I trust I do not displease God, for he know? 
eth weU mine intent, for my sorrow was not, nor is 
-not for. any rejoicing of sin; but my sorrow may 
never have an end. For when I remember aad.csll 
to imnd her beauty, her bounty, and her nobleness 
that was as well with her king, my lord Arthur* as 
with her; and also when 1 saw the corpse of that 
noble king, and noble queen, so lie together in that 
cold grave, made of earth, that sometime were 'in 
highly set in most honourable places, truly mine 
heart would not serve me to sustain my wretched 
and. careful body also. And when 1 remember mt 
how I, through my default, and through my presump¬ 
tion and pride, that they were both laid full low, the 
which were peerless that ever were living of Christian 
people. Wit ye well ” said sir Launcelot, “ this re¬ 
membered of their kindness, and of mine ankindneast 
sunk and impressed so in my heart, that ail nty nafca- 
'raL stiength failed me, so that I might not sustain 
myself.” 
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CHAP. CLXXV. 

Aw Sir Launcelot began for to wax Sick , and 
after Died, and then his Body was borne unto 
Joyous Gard , there to be buried. 

THEN sir Laancelot, ever after, eat but little 
meat, nor drank, but continually mourned, until be 
was dead ; and then he sickened more and more^ 
and dried and dwindled away. For the bishop, nor 
none of his fellow's, might not make him to eat, and 
little he drank, that he was soon waxed shorter - 
by a cubit than be was, that the people coaid not ; 
know him. For evermore, day and night, he prayed, 
but needfully, as nature required; sometimes be slum¬ 
bered a broken sleep, and always he was lying gro¬ 
velling upon king Arthur's and queen Gneneverls 
tomb { and there was no comfort that the bishop, nor 
air Bore, nor none of all his fellows, could make him ; 
It availed nothing. 

• Qhi ye mighty and pompous lords, wining in the 
‘fckwious transitory of this unstable life, as In reigning 
ever great realms and mighty great countries, forti¬ 
fied with strong castles and towers, edified with many 
a rich city; yea also, ye fierce and mighty knights, 
so Valiant in adventurous deeds of arms, behold t be. 
hold 1 see how this mighty conqueror, king Arthur, 
whom In his human life all the world doubted; yea, 
alas, the noble queen Guenever, which sometime sat 
In her chair, adorned with gold, pearls, and precioea 
atones, now lie full low in obscure foss, or pit, co¬ 
vered with clods of earth and clay. Behold also 
this mighty champion, sir Launcelot, peerless of all 
knighthood; see now, how he lieth grovelling upon 
the cold mould ; now being so feeble and faint, that 
sometime was so terrible: bow, and in what man¬ 
ner, ought ye to be so desirous of worldly honoor,** . 
dangerous. Therefore methinketh this present book 
Is right necessary often to be read; for in all ye find 
the most gracious, knightly, and virtuous war, of the 
most noble knights of the world, whereby they got 
praising continually; also me seemeth, by the oft 
■aading thereof, ye shall greatly desire to accustom 
yooradf in following of those gracious knightly deeds • 
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that Is to say, to dread God and to love righteous¬ 
ness, faithfully and courageously to serve your sove> 
reign prince: and the more that God hath given yon 
the triumphal honour, the meeker ought ye to be, 
ever fearing the unstableness of this deceitful world. 
And so I pass over and turn again unto my matter. 

So within six weeks after sir Launcelot fell sick, 
and la}- in his bed, and then he sent for the bishop, 
that there was hermit and all bis true fellows. Then 
sir Launcelot said, with dreary stern, “ Sir bishop, I 
pray you that ye will give me all my rights that be- 
iongeth onto a Christian man .”—" It shall not need 
you,’* said the hermit and his fellows; ** it is but a 
heaviness of your blood, ye shall be well amended by 
the grace of God to-morrow." 

• u My fair lords,” said sir Launcelot, “ wit ye well, 
my careful body will into the earth; I have warning 
more tlian I will now say; therefore, I pray yon, give 
me my rights.” So when he w as houselcd and ene- 
led, and had all that a Christian man ought to have^ 
he pra} ed the bishop that his fellows might bear his 
body unto Joyous Gard. 

“ Some men say An wick, and some men say to 
Bamborow; howbeit,” said sir Launcelot, “ me re- 
penteth sore; but I made mine avow afore time, that 
in Joyous Gard I would be buried; and, because of 
breaking of mine vow, I pray you all lead me 
thither." Then was there weeping and wringing of 
hands among all his fellows. So, at the season of the 
night, they went all to their beds; for they all lay 
in one chamber. So after midnight, against day, the 
bishop, that was hermit, as he lay in his bed asleep, 
he fell on a great laughter, and therewith the fellow¬ 
ship awoke, and came unto the bishop, and asked 
him what he ailed ? Ah! Jesu, mercy,” said the 
bishop, why did ye awake me ? I was never in all 
my life so merry, and so well at ease."—“ Why, 
wherefore!” said sir Bors. “Truly,” said the bishop, 

" here was sir Launcelot w ith me, with more angels 
than ever I saw men upon one day; and 1 saw the 
angels heave up &ir Launcelot towards heaven, and 
tlu* gates of heaven opened against him.”—“ It is 
but dr etching of said sir Bors; “ for 1 
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doubt not sir Launcelot aileth nothing but good .**— u It 
may well be,” said the bishop; “ go ye to his bed, 
and then shall ye prove the truth.” 

So when sir Eors and his fellows came to his bed, 
they found him stark dead, and he lay as he had 
smiled; and the sweetest savour about him that ever, 
they smelled. Then was there weeping and wring¬ 
ing of hands, aud the greatest dole they made that 
ever made men. And on the morrow the bishop 
sung his mass of requiem; and after the bishop* and 
all those knights put sir Launcelot in the same hone 
bier that queen Guenever was laid in, before that she 
was bnried. 

And so the bishop and they altogether went with 
the corpse of sir Launcelot daily, till they came untq 
Joyous Gard, and ever they had a hundred torches 
burning about him. 

And so, within fifteen days, they came to Joyouf 
Gard, and there they laid his corpse in the body of 
the quire, and sung and read many psalters aucj 
prayers over him, aqd about him; and ever his vi¬ 
sage was laid open and naked, that all folk migbf 
behold him. For such was the custom in those days, 
that all men of worship should so lie with open vi¬ 
sage, till that they were buried. And right thus, as 
they were at their service, there came air Ector do 
Maris, that had sought seven years all England, Scot? 
land, and Wales, seeking his brother sir Launcelot. 

CHAP. CLXXVT. 

JFTotv Sir Ector found Sir Launcelot , his brother , 
dead ; and how Constantine reigned next after 
King Arthur; and of the End of this Book. 

AND when sir Ector de Maris hefird such noise 
aujd light in the quire of Joyous Gard, he alighted, 
and put his horse away from him, and came into the 
quire, and there he saw men sing the service lament¬ 
ably. And all they knew sir Ector, but be knew 
not them., Then went sir Bors unto sir Ector, and 
told him how there lay his brother sir La uncelot dead. 

And then sir Ector threw his shield, bis sword, 
and |ii». helm from him j and wjieq he.bcjndd sir 
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Launcelofft visage, he fell down in a swoon; and' 
Tfrhen he awoke, it were hard for any tongue to tell 
the doiefal complaints that he made for his brother. 

** Ah! sir Launcelot,” said he, M thou wert head of 
all Christian knights.*'—“ And now, I dare say," 
said sir Bors, «* that sir Launcelot, there thou liest, 
thou were never matched of none earthly knights 
hands; and thou wert the courttiest knight that ever 
hear shield; and thou wert the truest friend to thy 
lover that ever bestrod horse; and thou wert the 
truest lover of a sinful man that ever loved woman ; 
and thou wert the kindest man that ever stroke with 
sword ; and thou wert the goodliest person that ever 
came among press of knights; and thou wert the 
meekest man, and the gentlest, that ever eat in hall 
Among ladies; and thou wert the sternest knight to 
thy mortal foe, that ever put spear in the rest." 

Then there was weeping and dolor out of measure. 

Thus they kept sir Launcelot’s corpse above the 
ground fifteen days, and then they buried it with 
great devotion. And then at leisure they went ail 
with the bishop of Canterbury unto his hermitage, 
ahd there they were together more than a month. 

Then sir Constantine (which was sir Cadoris son, of 
Cornwall) was chosen king of England; and he was 
a full noble knight, and worshipfully be ruled this 
realm. And then this king Constantine sent for the 
bishop of Canterbury, fbr he heard say where he 
was, and so he was restored unto his bishopric, and 
left that hermitage. And sir Bedivere was there ever 
still a hermit unto his life's end. Then sir Bors de 
Ganis, sir Ector de Maris, sir Gabalatine, sir Gali- 
bud, sir Galihodin, sir Blamor, sir Bleoberis, sir Vil- 
liers le Valiaunt, sir Clarrus, of Claremount, all these 
knights drew them to their countries: howbeit king 
Constantine would have had them with him, but they 
would not abide in this realm, and there they lived 
in their countries as holy men. And some En glish 
hooks make mention, that they never went out of 
England after the death of sir launcelot, but that was 
favour of marks. 

For Sir Bors, sir Ector, sir Blamor, and sir Bleo¬ 
beris,* went into the Holy Land, there as Jesu Christ A 
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was both quick and dead, anon a* they had mtahHifr 
ed their lands. For sir Launcelot commanded them 
so to do, or ever he passed out of this world. And 
these four knights did many battles upon the miw 
ereants and Turks, and there they died upon Good* 
Friday, for God’s sake. 

Here is the end of the whole book of king Arthur, 
and of his noble knights of the round table: that, 
when they were whole together, there was ever a 
hundred and forty; also here is the end of the death 
of king Arthur. 1 pray yon all, gentlemen and gen* 
tie women, that read this book of king Arthur and his 
knights, from the beginning to the ending, pray for, 
me, while I am alive, that God send me good deli* 
verance. And, when I am dead, I pray you all pray 
for my soul. For this book was finished the ninth 
year of the reign of king Edward the fourth, by air, 
Thomas Maleor, knight, as Jem help me, for his great 
might, as he is the servant of Jesu, both day and 
night. 

Thus endeth this noble and joyous book, e nt itl ed 
La Mort d*Arthur, notwithstanding it treateth of the 
birth, life, and acts, of the said king Arthur, and of 
bis noble knights of the round table, and their mar* 
velous conquests and adventures, the achieving of the 
holy Sancgreal. 

And, in the end, the dolorous death and departing, 
out of this world of them all. 


THE END. 


J. F. Dove, Printer, St. John*! Square. 
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